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PREFACE. 



The present work gives, on a somewhat novel plan, a complete 

history of tlie United States from the earliest times to the present 

day. No work of tlie same compass contains anything like so full 

and detailed a record of the events of that history. The work 

being in chronological form, events are recorded In the exact order 

in wliich they happened; and, in the case of important occmTences, 

the i)reciso day is given. The history is not a mere political record; 

but inventions, discoveries, and financial, economical, scientific, art, 

and literaiy matters, and the deaths of important personages, are 

noted. One unique merit of a history modelled on the plan of the 

present work is that it will never become antiquated. The date 

of an important event, once ascertained, is fixed forever. ^ )t being 

a matter of opinion, it is not liable to cliange with the fluctuating 

results of historical criticism, Tlie future, consequently, will render 

necessary only the addition of the records of the years as they 

pass, so as to keep the work up to date. Though the greatest 

care lias been talren to ensure accuracy, it is too much to hope 

that, in the immense multiplicity of events, names, and dates recorded, 

errors have not crept hi. Should the reader note any such, the 

publishers will take- It as a favor to be informed of them, with a 

view to their eorrectioa in sabseqnent. editiooa. 

Editob. 
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The native races of northern Asia and the Indians of 
America — both North and South — are classed as belonging to 
:he same Mongoloid variety of the human race^ but wheSier 
America was originally peopled from Asia, or Asia from Amer- 
ica, is a problem which pro-historic researcii has not yet solved. 
Columbus, when he touclied land in 1492, believed he liad 
reached India, and consequently called the natives Indians. 
How long tlie Continent had been ])eoplcd before his advent is 
unknown, but ancient remains, such as the mounds in the Mis- 
sissippi valley, the pre-historic copper-mines south of Lalce 
Superior, and the shell-mounds (i^itchen-middings) along the 
sea-coasts, attest the fact than an aboridnal people, or most 
likely two aboripnal peoples, liad existcu in what is now the 
United States wr an Indefinite period extending over many 
hundreds and perhaps thousands of years. Our ancestors, the 
colonists of this country, found the native Indians divided into 
numerous tribes, speaking different lan^iages or dialects. East 
of the Mississippi the chief of these, with their probable num- 
bers about A. D. 1650, were: the Algonquin tribes, 90,000; the 
Sioux or Dakotas, 8000; the Huron-Iroquois, 17,000; Catawbag, 
8000: Chei-okees, 13,000; Uchees, 1000; Natchez, 4000; and 
Mobilians, 50,000; or about 180,000 all told. 

A.. D. 

432. Fu-sang (supposed to be America) visited by Buddhist monks from 

China who explore the coast. 
464. Hoei-schin (Universal Compassion) and his companions start on 

a second exploration, which may have reached as far as San 

Bias, Mex. 
489. Hoei-schin's report and that of his companions are entered in the 

Chinese Year Books.* 

* These dateiiare fi'onri Johan Friedrlch Neumann^s translationB from 
the Year Books. See "ZobedJ ; and the Chinese In America. Bnda* 
Pesth, 1849. " 1. e. British Museum, *' Fusaiifl; ; &3i Laq^kTsVoAi^ CX&r 
nese Discoveries in America.'* l(«w^OTWHRft. ^^^SteATAaMes^vtf 
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725. Irish monks make settlements on the east and south coasts ot 
Iceland, which are maintained for nearly a century, 

860. Iceland discovered by the Norsemen and named Snow-land, 

865, Flokko takes a colony to Iceland, but all the cattle perish in the 

whiter. 

866. The colony returns to Norway, and the name is changed to Ice- 

land. 
874. Earl Ingolf successfully plants a colony in Iceland, at Reykiavik. 

876. Greenland discovered by Guunibiorn from the mid-chai^nel. 

983. Eric the Red plants a colony in Greenland at Ericsford. 

995. Bjarnl sails from Norway to And his father in Greenland. Driven 
out of his course, lie sails along the coast of Nova Scotia, New- 
foundland, and Labrador, until he reaches Ilerjulfness in Green- 
land. These are the fii*st Europeans on record who saw the 
shores of the continent. 

1000- Bjarni having been greatly blamed in Noi'way for not landing on 
the unknown shores, Lief the Lucky, son of Eric, buys his ship, 
and with Bjarni and 35 men sails back along tiie coai-t. New- 
foundland is named Flatland ; Nova Scotia, WooiUand. The 
first landing is on an island near Cape Cod, and a permanent 
camp is made at Mt. Hope Bay, iu Khode Island, the counti*y 
being named Vinland. 

1001. The expedition returns to Greenland loaded with graphs and 
timber. Lief succeeds his father, 

1003. Thorwald, Eric's brother, leads a second expedition to Vinland, 

wintering in Mt. Hope Bay, and exploring Long Island Sound 
to New York Harbor. A wooden shed is feund, but no inhabi- 
tants are yet seen by any one. 

1004. Thorwald explores the New England coast and kills eight Esqui- 

maux. A skirmish with others follows. Thorwald iB killed, and 
the Esquimaux escape in their skin boats. Thorwald is buried 
on tlie shore of Massachusetts Bay, 

1005. The expedition returns loaded with timber and fruit. 

1006. Thorstein sails for Vinland to bring back his brother's bones, but 

Tetm*ns unsuccessful and dies. 

1007. Thorflnn, of Iceland, and Thorvard, Lief 's brother-in-law, saD 

with three ships and a colony of 140 men and women from Ice- 
land and Greenland, and winter at Buzzard's Jiay, after stop- 
ping at various points on the New England coast. Snoiii,* first 
European child, born to Thorflnn and his wife Gudrid. 

1008. The winter proves severe and ten colonist start back. Reports 

say they land in Ireland and are made slaves. The others con- 
tinue their voyage and settle at Mt. Hope. 

1009. An attack by ^quimaux on the colony is repulsed. 

1010. The colony returns to Greenland with two Esquimaux boys a? 

prisonera. 

1011. Two ships and sixty men and women under Thorvard and Helg. 

sail for Lief 's booths at Mt. Hope. Their followeRi quarrel 
concerning possession of the bouses, and all Helgi's party, 
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1011 • thirty-aeven in number, are murdered by the othen, Freydtoy 
Thorvard'a wife, killing five women with an axe. 

1012. The survivors return. Lief refuses to punish his sister, Freydls; 
but the hon-ors of that winter in Vlnland end f uilhcr attempts 
at colonization. ♦ 

1170. Madoc, a prince of Wales, according to tradition sails westward 
with a fleet, and returns to report that he had left liis followers 
in a pleasant country. He departs again with ten slilps, and is 
never lieai-d from again. 

1880. Nicolo Zeno sails into tlie Atlantic in search of adventures, visits 
Greenland, and rejwrts in private lottei*s the discovery of many 
strange lands and islands not now in existence. 

1887. All the reports of Greenland voyages are collected In tlie "Codex 
Flatolensis, whieli is completed in 1395, and deposited In the 
monastery of Flato, Iceland, f 

1467. Columbus Visits Iceland on a trading voyage. 

1484. Alonzo Sanchez is reported to have been di-iven by a storm to land 
across tlie Atlantic, and to have found a refuge with Columbus 
on his return. 

1492. Columbus, with three vessels, sails from Palos, In Sjmin (3 Aug.), 

and discovers one of tlie Bahamas (13 Oct., 0. S.). [Its identity 
is yet undetermined ; some think it was Cat Island, others 
Watling, others Grand Tui k ; Capt. Fox, of tlie U. S. Navy, 
thinks it was Samana or Atwood Cay.] Columbus discovers 
Cuba (28 Oct.) ; Hayti (6 Dec), and there builds a fort and 
leaves a settlement of 39 men (Villa do la Navldad). 

1493. He arrives In theTagus (4 March), and In Palos, Spain (15 March); 

galls f r . m Cadiz ( 25 Sep. ) ; discovers Porto Rico ( Nov. ); reaches 
Hayti (12 Nov.), and finds Villa de la Navldad bm*nt and desert- 
ed; he founds Isabella, Hayti (Dec). 

1494. He discovers Jamaica (3 May). 

1496. San Domingo, in Hayti, is founded (4 Aug.). 

1497. John and Sebastian Cabot discover PrinU VUta (probably Cape 

Breton), 24 June, and coast along North America for 900 miles. 

1498. John Cabot again explores the North American coast. 

1499. Sebastian Cabot explores the coast from Labrador to 88^ N. He 

calls the country Baccallaos. 

1500. The Portuguese, under Gaspar Cortereal, explore the coast be- 

tween 60^ and 50* N. 

1601. He goes on a second expedition, with two ships, and brings away 
57 natives for slaves ; his ship is lost and he is never heard of 
again; the other ship reaches Portugal (8 Oct.), with 7 natives. 



* Tliese dates are taken from ** Antiquitates Americana ; Antiqaarlaii 
Society of Denmark, Copenhas^n ;'' and the **Codex Flatoieiuti»-** 

t Now in the Boyal Library at jDopenhagen. 
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lOOL Henry VIL issues a oatent to colonize the New World ; never 
acted on. Negro slaveiy is authorized in Spanish Aniericft 
by royal ordinance. 

1504. French mariners establish fisheries off Newfoundland and C:^pe 
Breton, and fi-equent the Gulf of St. Lawi-ence. 

1506. Jean Denis sails from Honfleur to Newfoundland. 

1508. Thomas Aubert and Giovanni da Verrazzano, a Florentine, 

with two ships, sail from Dieppe to Newfoundland ; discover 
and name the River St. Lawrence, and ascend it about 18© 
miles ; trade with the natives, and carry 7 back to Fiance. 

1509. Juan de Esquibal makes tlie first Spanish settlement in Ja- 

maica. Borriquen Island (Porto Rico) is subjugated, and 
Juan Ponce de Leon made governor. 

1510. A Spanish settlement is made at Santa Maria de la Antigua, 

on the isthmus of Darien, with Yasco Nunez de Balboa as 
governor. 

1511. Diego Velasquez, with 300 Spaniards, overruns and conquers 

Cuba, and founds Baracoa. 
1613. A Spanish expedition from Porto Rico, under Ponce de Leon, 

discovers the east coast of Florida, 30° 8' N. (2 Ap.), doubles 

Cape Florida, and explores the coast as far as Apalachee Bay, 

and claims the country for Spain. 
1518. Balboa crosses the isthmus of Panama, and discovers tke 

Pacific Ocean (25 Sep.). 
1514. Santiago, in Cuba, founded. 
L515. Velasquez founds San Cristobal, in Cuba, at the mouth of the 

river Gllinesi 

1516. Diego Miruelo, a Spanish sea-captain of Cuba, traflBcs with the 

natives of Florida. 

1517. Francisco Hernandez de Cordoba sails from Cuba (Feb.) ; dis- 

covers and explores Yucatan ;. touches at Florida ; and re- 
turns to Cuba. S. Cabot discovers the inland sea afterwards 
called Hudson Bay. 

1518. Juan de Grijalva sails from Cuba (1 May), explores the coast 

from Yucatan to Panuco, and names the country Mexico. 

1510. Hernando Cortez, with 800 men, sails from Cuba (18 Feb.) to 
Mexico, and founds Vera Cruz ; he conquers Mexico (Nov.). 
The settlement at St. Cristobal, Cuba, is transferred, under 
the name of Havana, to its present site. Three ships, under 
Alonso Alvarez de Pineda feent by Francisco de Garay, gov- 
ernor of Jamaica), explore the coast from Florida to Panuco 
in Mexico, passing the mouth of the ** River of the Holy 
Spirit" (Mississippi) ; Alvarez and many of his followers are 
killed by the natives. 

|530l Spaniards from Hayti, under Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon, explore 
the coast of Chicora and Gualdape (S. Carolina and Georgia), 
as far as tiie river Jordan (Santee, or Combahee), and take off 
two ship-loads of natives for slaves ; one of the ships is lost. 

152L Ponce de Leon returns to Florida, but is mortally wounded by 
the natives, and his party is beaten off. 

1O04L Verrazzano sails with two ships from France ; reaches Madeira ; 
sails thence with one ship (17 Jmu) ; reaches Nuova Terra, 
"the New Land" (10 Mar., O. S.}, in lat 84° N. (near Cape 
Fear, N* C.) f explores the coast from Florida to Newfouna- 



Hiskyry of the United States. 15 

laad — ^passes the mouth of the Chesapeake in the night; lands 
and sights Chesapeake Bay, believing it to be the Western 
Sea (the Pacific or Indian Ocean. Mare Indicum) ; discovers 
(Ap.) the Cape of St. Mary (Sandy Hook), the Narrows, Upper 
N'ew York Bay, and the mouth of the **Orande*' or "Great" 
River (the Hudson) ; coasts along Long Island ; discovers 
Luisa Island (Block Island, R. I.) ; anchors in Narragansett 
Bay (31 Ap. to 6 May, O. S.) ; discovers Martha*s Vineyard 
and Nantucket; coasts along Maine to 43** N., and thence to 
50* N,, and sails to France, reaching Dieppe (July). , He held 
intercourse and traded with the natives at various points, 
and claimed for France the whole territonr, which soon 
became known as Francesco. The portion from tiie Great 
River (Hudson) to the Gulf of St. Lawrence became known as 
ia Terre cTAnormde Berae, ** the Land of tlie Grand Scarp," 
BO called from the Palisades on the Hudson, afterwards ab- 
breviated into Noromberge, Noremberge, Norumberge, or 
Norumbega. 

1535. De Ayllon sails from Hayti, with 6 vessels, and 500 men ; 
again visits Chicora, but over 200 are killed by the natives, 
150 arrive at Hayti ; Ayllon dies (18 Oct.). — A Spanish ship, 
under Stephen Gomez, enters the bays of "the Land of 
Gomez " (New York and New England) in search of a north- 
west pas.<«Bige to the Pacific, and carries off a cargo of Indians 
as slaves. 

1526. Verrazzano makes a tliird voyage to America, but he and 
some of liis men are killed, roasted, and eaten by the natives 
in presence of those on board ship. 

1528. A party of 300 Spaniards, under Pamphilo de Narvaez, land 
(probably in Apalachee Bay, FJa ), journey 800 miles through 
tne interior, embark at Pensacola, but are lost at sea except 
four survivors, who, after eight years of hai*dship, reach the 
Pacific, at Sonora, through Mexico, 

1584. Jacques Cartier, under a commission from Francis L, leaves 
France (20 Ap.), lands in and takos iK)ssession of Labi*ador f or 
France ; discovers the Strait of Belleisle,; enters the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence; sails for France (15 Aug.); reaches St. Malo 
(5 Sep.). 

1535. Grijalva's expedition from Mexico, equipped by Cortes, dis- 
covers California. 

1535. Cartier ascends the St. Lawrence as far as Hochelaga (Montreal) 

and claims the country (New France or Canada) for France. 
He winters near Quebec, and returns to France (May, 153Q 
with 10 kidnapped Indians, reaching St. Malo (6 July). 

1536. Cabeza de Vaca, a Spaniard, traverses New Mexico, Colorado, 

and Arizona, visiting Zuni, N, M., and reaches the Pacific at 
Sonora. 

1538. Havana is partially destroyed by pirates. 

1639-43. Fernando de Soto, with 600 Spaniards, sails from Havana 
(May, 1539) ; journeys through Florida and Georgia ; fights a 
battle with the natives (Oct. 1540) at Mavilla (on the Alabama, 
below Selma, Ala.) ; discovers the Mississippi (1541) ; pushes 
north-west to the Ozark Mountains ; and returning diaoovets 
the Hot SprinfTH. and the- Arkansas aiid 'EAdBx^vc^ voA ^&«^ 
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of fever near the site of Natchez (21 May, 1541), and is buried 
in the Mississippi. His followei-s attempt vainly to reach 
Mexico by land ; return to the Mississi|)pi, build boats, descend 
the river (June, 1543). and njake tiieir way along- the coast to 
the river Panuco, Mexico, which is reached by 811 survivors 
(Sep. 1543). 

1540. Jean Franyois de la Roque, Sieur de Robetval, is made viceroy 

of New France (IG Jan.). About this date French fur-factoi'S 
erect a fortified trading-house (called Le Fort d'Anormee 
, Berge) on an island in a small fresh-water lake on Manhattan 
Island. About this date they also partly build a castle on 
Castle Island (now Van Rensselaer's Island), in the Grand 
River (Hudson), near the site of Albany, but the structure is 
damaged by a li-esiiet and abandoned. [The fresh- water lake 
on Manhattan Island then covered the district between what 
are now Franklin, Elm, Duane, and Baxter Streets, and emp- 
tied into the Hudson at Canal Street, in 1796 Jolm Fitch 
navigated his steamboat on this lake, which wiis then called 
the Collect Pond.] 

1541. Cartier sails from St Malo (May), erects a temporary fort at 

Quebec, winters at Hochelaga, and returns to France (June, 
1542). 

1542. A French expedition under Roberval, with Jean Alphonse as 

pilot, sails to America, explores Long Island Sound, and as- 
cends the Norombegue or Grand River (Hudson) to the head 
of navigation ; but the French abandon the country in 1543. 

1542, Spaniards from Mexico, under ('abrillo, a Portuguese, trace the 
Pacific coast as far as 43° 30' N. (the Umpqua River, Oregon). 

1547. Puritanism takes its rise in England in the reign of Edward 
VL 

1549. Roberval /s said to have again sailed from France for America, 
but he never returned, and probably perished at sea. 

1549. Louis' Cancello, a Spanish Dominican, goes to Florida &s a 
missionarv, but is kiUed by the natives, and his party is 
beaten off. 

1556. Andre Thevet, a French geographer, on his return from Brazil 
to France, coasts along North America from Florida to New- 
foundland. 

1562. French Huguenots, under Jean Ribault, discover the river 
May (the San Matheo of the Spaniards, now the St. Johns), 
Florida (Ap.) ; build at Port Royal (S. C.) a fort, named Caro- 
lina after Charles IX. ; and leave 26 colonists. They are re- 
duced by famine ; the remnant embark, and are picked up by 
an English vesseL 

1562. Sir John Hawkins transports a cajrgo of negroes from Africa 
to Hayti, and so begins the Enghsn slave-trade. 

1564. A French expedition, under Rene Goulaine de Laudonniere and 
Ribault, reaches Florida (22 June), erects Fort Caro.'na at the 
mouth of the Maj^ (St. Johns), and leaves a colony. 

1665. These colonists are relieved by Hawkins (May) ; afterw^ards bj 

Ribault. An expedition from Spain under Pedro Meuendez 

de Avil^s drives off Ribault's fleet (Aug.), and founds St. 

Ai^gustine (8 Sep.), the oldest town in the U. S. Ribault's 

£eet is wrecked on the coa^tn Monendez captures Fort Caro- 
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Hna, massacres nearly 200 men, women, and children (21 Sep.)| 
only a few escaping ; he also massacres the survivors froU) 
the shipwreck. 
1567. A French expedition mider Dominic dc Gourges attack the 
Spaniards at Fort Carolina, Fla., with partial success ; hang 
aU their prisoners (3 May, 1568) in revenge for the massacre ; 
but retmm to France, and Spain retains dominion over 
Florida. 

1578. One hundred and fifty French vessels are engaged in the New- 

foundland fisheries. 

1579. Drake sails along the Pacific coast as far as 43'' N. (Cape Blanco, 

Oregon), naming the country New Albion. 

1580. The rise of the Independents m England under Robert Brown. 

1584. Philip Amidas and Arthur Barlow, sent out by Raleigh, land 

on Wocokcn Island (N. C.) in July ; take possession of the 
country in the name of the Queen, who names it Virginia ; 
and return to England (Sep.) with 2 natives. 

1585. Sir Richard Grenville, acting for Raleigh, leaves a colony on 

Roanoke Island (N. C.), under R«alph Lane. 

1686. These colonists massacre the Indians and explore the coast. 

Drake arrives (June), and takes them back to England, where 
they introduce tobacco and tlie potato. Shortly afterward 
Grenville arrives and leaves another colony of 15 on Roanoke 
Island. 

1687. A fleet imder John White, sent by Raleigh, arrives and finds 

the colony destroyed by the Indians (July). He leaves 
another colony of 108, builds a fort, and founds Raleigh. 
Virginia Dare, the first English child born in the U. S., is 
bom. Two vessels, despatclied by Raleigh to relieve the 
colony, are driven back by the Spaniards. 
1690. White sails to Roanoke, finds the colony destroyed, and returns 
to England. The fate of the colonists has never been ascer- 
tained. 

1597. Two Dutch expeditions (under Bikker and Leyen) voyage to 

America. 

1598. The Marquis de la Roche forms a temporary French settlement 

on Sable Island, off Nova Scotia. 

1600. A written plan for a Dutch West India Co. is conununicated to 
the States-General, but is not acted on. 

1602. An English expedition under Bartholomew Gosnold, sent by 
the EJarl of Southampton, discovers Massachusetts Bay, lanor: 
at Cape Cod (14 May), builds on Cuttyhunk (one of the Elisa- 
beth Mands) the first house in Massachusetts, and a fort, be- 
gins a colony there, and trafiics with the natives ; all return 
to England (June). 

1608. Henry IV. makes Samuel de Champlain general-lieutenant 
of uanada ; he sails from Honfleur (15 Mar.), entei*s the St. 
Lawrence, and selects Quebec as a site for a fort. Henry IV. 
grants (Nov.) to De Monts the territory (Acadia) from 40* to 
w" N. (t.e., from the latitude of Philadelphia to that of Mon- 
treal). 

1608* Queen Elizabeth dies (24 Mar.) ; James I. succeeds. Martin 
Pring sails from England (Ap.), and explores the coast of 
and MaasacbusettB. 
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liM. De MontB saOs from France (Mar.X and attempts a settle- 
ment and erects a fort on St. Croix Island (Maine) ; Poutrin- 
court, one of De Monts' leaders, settles at Pert Royal ^ova 
Scotia). 

10(ML James I. threatens to make the Puritans conform or " harry 
them out of the kingdom or else worse." 

1005. Champlain and De Monts sail from France ; remove the French 
colony from St. Croix to Port Royal (N. S.); visit the river 
St. John (N. B.) and Grand Manan Island ; explore the coast 
as far as Cape Cod ; and claim the country for France. 
Champlain returns to France in 1607, and Port Royal is de- 
serted in a few years. 

1605. George Weymouth, sent by the Earl of Southampton, explores 

the coast of Maine (May), enters the Penobscot, and carries 
home five natives. 

1606. Pring again explores the coast of Maine. 

1606. James I. grants a patent (10 Ap.) to colonize "Virginia" to 

two comoanies : one for Southern Virginia (34°-38° N.), the 
London (5o.; the other for Northern Virginia (41*'-45'* N.), the 
West of England Co.; the intermediate district (SS^-ll*' N.> 
open to both companies. The London Co. sends 3 ships witl; 
105 emigrants, under Newport, Gosnold, and John Smith, to 
Southern Virginia (19 Dec.). 

1607. The expedition enters Chesapeake Bay (26 Ap.), and founds 

at Jamestown (14 May) the first permanent English colony in 
the United States ; 50 die before Sep., including Gosnold. 
Smith, while exploring the Chickaliominy, is captured by 
Indians ^ec.), but after about three weeks* detention is sent 
back by Powhatan to Jamestown. The story as to his life 
being saved bj Pocahontas is apocryphal, having been in- 
vented by Smith some years afterwards. 

1607. The West of England Co. send two ships, under Raleigh Gilbert 

and (Jeorge Popham, te (jolonize ** Northern Virginia ; " they 
arrive at the Sag^idakoc (Kennebec), Maine (Aug.), and leave 
45 emigrants at "St. Gteorge ; " but Popham dies, they suffer 
hardship, and return to England in 160b. 

1608. Puritans ("Pilgrims*') under Robinson and Brewster leave 

England to escape persecution, and settle at Leyden, in Hol- 
land. 

1608. Champlain, acting for merchants of Dieppe and St. Malo, sails 

from France, and founds Quebec, the first permanent French 
settlement in Cana.da. 

1609. He allies with the Hurons against the Iroquois (Five Nations), 

and in company with Husons discovers and explores Lake 
Champlain. (uxe Five Nations were the Onondagas, Sene- 
cas, dfayugas, Oneidafi, and Mohawks ; they occupied the 
country south of Lake Ontario, from the Niagara River to thi 
Hudson.) 
1609. An Anglo-Dutoh expedition under Henry Hudson, sent by the 
Dutdi East India Co., sails from Amsterdam (4 Ap.), sights 
Cape Cod and names the country New Holland ; discovers 
Delaware Bay (38 Aug.); enters Lower New York Bav (3 Sep.), 
and the Hudson (11 Sep.), which he ascends beyond Albany; 
he nameB the country New Netherlands. 
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1809. A new charter to the London Co. (23 May) limits their territory 
to 200 miles north of Old Point (Jomfoii;. Smith's administra- 
tion gives dissatisfaction to the colonists, and he is deposed 
and sent to England (Sep.). The Co. appoint Lord Delaware 
governor. 

1610. Lord Delaware arrives in Virginia with emigrants and suppUes 
(June), but, falling ill, returns home ; tlie colonists number 
about 200. 

1610. The Dutch put up a few rude hovels on Manhattan Island, as 

a temporary summer shelter for the sailors ; the origin of 
New YovY City. 

1611. Sir Thomas Dale arrives in Virginia as governor, with emi- 

grants (10 May), and, to save the colony from anarchy and 
ruin, he institutes martial law. Sir Thomas Gates arrives 
as governor (Aug.), with 6 ships and 300 emigrants, making 
700 colonists in all. Dale founds Henrico (now Richmond). 

1611. French Jesuit priests arrive in Acadia (June), and convert 

some natives. 
1613. A third charter of ** Southern Virginia " is granted to the Lon- - 
don Co. (Mar. ), creating a democratic form of government. 
Lotteries are established, which bring the Co. £29,000. 

1612. De Biencouii) and Father Biart explore the coast of Maine as 

far as the Kennebec, ascend the river, and acxjuire the friend- 
ship of the Abenakis, Algonquins, and Canibas. 

1613. Captain Samuel Argall captures Pocahontas, who is baptized 

and marries John Rolfe (5 Ap.\ and is thenceforth known as 
Rebecca Rolfe. 

1613. De Saussaye (or Saucy) erects a French colony at St. Sauveur, 

Mount Desert Island, Maine. Native converts perform re- 
ligious services. Argall, in an armed vessel from Virginia, 
captures and pillages St. Sauveur, and destroys De Monts' 
deserted settlements at St. Croix and Port Royal. He enters 
New York Harbor and finds some hovels erected by the 
Dutch on Manhattan Island. 
1614L G^ates returns to England, leaving Dale as deputy-governor of 
Virginia. Tobacco is widely planted and becomes the staple 
product and currency. White servants begin to be bought 
m England for service in Virginia, to be resold there to the 
highest bidder. 

1614. John Smith sails from England (Ap.), and explores the coast 

from the Penobscot to Cape Cod, and names the country 

New England. 
1614. The Dutch States-General gi*ants a four-years' monopoly of 

1a*ade to adventurei's trading with America ; the Dutch erect 

a rude fort on Manhattan Island, and caU it New Amsterdam 

(now New York) ; Adrian Blok sails through East River and 

discovers Long Island to be an island. 
1614. Le Caron, a Franciscan, penetrates, by way of Canada, the 

country of the Mohawks south-eafet of Lake Ontario. 
1616. The Dutch estabUsh a commercial post at Auranea or Orange 

(now Albany), on Castle Island m the Hudson, on the site 

of the castle begun by the French about 1540. 
1616. Governor Dale and Pocahontas go to England (June) ; during^ 

the winter she becomes the most disungvnm*^ ^t««ix Nq^ 
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London society. — English colonists, under Richard 
settle temporarily at Winter Harbor, Maine. 

1617. Pocahontas dies in England (Mar.), aged 21 or 22, leav 
son, Thomas Rolfe. Argall is appointed deputy-govc 
Virginia (May) ; he rules tyrannically ; martial law i; 
force. 

1$18. Powhatan, father of Pocahontas, dies ; Opechancanou 
ceeds. 

1618. The mutineers of Rocraft winter on Monhegan Island, 
The Dutch establish a trading station at Bergen, on ] 
KuU (N. J.). 

1619. Argall is removed from the governorsliip of Virgir 
George Yeardley, his successor, arrives (Ap.), and c 
(19 June) at Jamestown a colonial assembly, based on 
sal suffrage, the first representative body' in America 
emigrants are sent out, mcluding 90 young women fo 
and 100 convicts to be sold as "servants." 

1620. Champlain begins Fort St. Louis, at Quebec. 
-1620. Sixty young women, sent to Virginia as wives, are bo 

from 120 to 150 lbs. of tobacco each. Tobacco is woi 
lb. The commerce of Virginia, hitherto monopolizec 
London Co., is made free. A Dutch man-of-war 1; 
negroes for sale at Jamestown (Aug.), and so introduce 
slavery and the slave-ti^de. The conditional servi 
whites, under indentures, had from the fii-st existed 
ginia, the "servants" becoming a common article of 
salable for from £40 to £60. During the next thrc 
3500 emigrants arrive from England. 
1620. The Pilgrim Fathers, under Brewster, leave Holland (2 
and England (6 Sep.) in the Mayflower ; sight land (T 
moor in Cape Cod Harbor and adopt a constitution 
O. S.) ; coast for a landing-place ; repel an attack of I 
and finally land at Plymouth Rock (21 Dec, N. S.), 1 
in all, one having been accidentally drowned. John 
is elected governor. One-half perish from cold and h 
before spring. The Mayfloujcr returns to England 
1621). 

1620. At the instance of John Smith, James I. grants to th 

outh Co., of England, consisting of Sir Ferdinando 
and 39 others, a patent to colonize "New England," 1 
40° and 48° N., from the Atlantic to the Pacilic. Th 
of Commons strongly opposes this charter. 

1621. The Plymouth Co. grants to John Mason the land betT!\ 

Salem and the head of the Merrimac (Mar.) ; to the 1 

their territory (1 June) ; arA to Sir W. Alexander tl 

tory east of the St. Croix And south of the St. La 

called Nova Scotia, and including Acadia (Sep.). 

1621. The Pilgrims make a treaty of amity with the Pok 

under Massasoit (Mar.) ; Carv^er dies (5 Ap.), Wm. Bra 

elected governor in his place. Other chiefs submit to , 

(Sep.)., including Canonicus, vf^hief of the Narragansei 

\ 1621. Cotton is first planted in Virginia. The London Co 

(24 July) a constitution to Vir|rinia, conferring self- 

ment and trial by jury, which Si^ Francis Wyatt^ 
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£^ovemor, takes to the colony. Silk cidture enga^pes tf&o aU 
tention of the assembly (Nov.-Dec.). ' ^ 

1621. The Dutch West India Co., with rights from the Straits of 
Magellan to the farthest north, is incorporated for 24 yean 
(June). It takes possession of the New Netherlands in 16^. 

' 1602. In revenge for the murder of an Indian brave, tiie Indians 
massacre the colonists in Virginia (22 Mar.) ; 847 Idlled, many 
plantations deserted, and their number reduced from 80 to 
8. Intermittent warfare results for 24 years, until 1646. 
1622. The Plymouth Co. gi'ant to Sir Ferdinand o Go^es and John 
Mason the territory ("Laconia") between the St. Lawrence, 
Merrimac, Kennebec, and the ocean (Aug.). 

^ 1623. The Virginia colonists number 2500 ; they attack the Indians 
(Julv). 
1623. An Enghsh Co. settle Portsmouth and Dover, on the Piscat- 
aqua, \mder Gorges and Mason's ^rant. Weston, under a 
grant from the Plymouth Co., fails m an attempt to found a 
colony of 60 persons at Wessagussett (now Weymouth, Mass.); 
the first plantation in Boston Harbor. The colony is renewed 
in 1624, but fails again. Capt. Christopher Levett explores 
the coast of Maine, and builds a house near the site of Port- 

^ land, but does not make a permanent settlement. 

1628i Cornelius Mey discovers Cape Mey, builds Fort Nassau on 
Timber Creek (below Camden, N. J.), and claims the country 
for the Dutch. Nassau is abandoned before 1631. The 
countrv from Cape Cod to Delaware Bay becomes known as 
New I^therlands. The first permanent settlements are made 
on Manhattan Island and Long Island (Walloon Bay), and 
Fort Orange (Albany) is erected. 
1^ Danes settle in New Jersey. 
^1(^34. The London Co.'s charter of Virginia is declared void under a 

r> warranto^ and James I. makes it a royal province ; Sir 
Wyatt is continued as governor. 
1^ Boger Conant, as agent of the Plymouth Co., founds a settle- 
ment near Cape Anne, Mass. The continued opposition of 
the House of Commons paralyzes the Co., and squatters 
colonize the coast from Cape Cod to the Bay of Fundy. York 
- (Maine) is settled about this date. 

iS^ ^®*®^ Minuit is made director-general of the New Netherlands. 
}^. James L dies (27 Mar.) ; Charles I. succeeds. 
1«85. The Cape Anne settlers return to England, except Roger 
Conant and three others, who leave Cape Anne and found 
Naumkeag (now Salem). 
1©5, Jesuit priests go from France to Canada. 
M(t35. Agents of the Dutch West India Co. buy Manhattan Island 
from the natives for ^oods worth 60 guilders (about $24). The 
^ first European child is bom on Long Island. 

J(te6. Peter Minuit, director-general of New Netherlands, arrives at 

New Amsterdam (4 May) ; he begins Fort Amsterdam. 
1836. Pemaquid (Bristol), Maine, settled. 
1696. Wyat^ governor of Virginia, returns to Scotland; Sir O. 

Yeardlev succeeds him. 
Itt6i A Swedish Colonization Co. is sanctioned by Gustavus Adol- 
I^us ; inoorporatedy May, 1627. 
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1007. War between England and France ; it lasts till 181^. 
1^7. The Dutch of New Netherlands exchange courtesies with the 
Pilgrims ; De Razier goes as envoy to Plymouth (Oct.). 

1627. Yeardley, governor of Virginia, dies (Nov.) ; Francis West is 

elected governor. 

1628. The first clergyman arrives in New Amsterdam. The English 

capture Port Royal, N. S. Virginia enacts that no treaty 
shall be made with the Indians. 
.1628. The Plymouth Co. grant to John Endicott and 25 others the 
territory from three miles south of Massachusetts Bay to 
three miles north of the furthest point of the Merrimac, be- 
tween the Atlantic and the Pacific (19 Mar.). He sails with 
emigrants to Naumkeag (Salem), where Conant welcomes 
them (Sep.). 
X 1629. Endicott*s Co. is chartered as " The Governor and Company ot 
the Massachusetts Bay in New England " (4 Mar.) ; Matthew 
Cradock is elected governor. Rev. Francis Higginson arrives 
in Salem with 200 emigrants (June), and finds only about 10 
hovels there. He founds Charlestown (4 July), and estab- 
lishes Puritanism, to which some object, and J. and S. 
Browne are sent back to England. Eighty die before spring, 
including Higginson. The Co. in England assign the charter 
to the colonists (Aug.), thus converting a mercantile com- 
pany into an* independent provincial government ; and elect 
John Winthrop governor (Oct.); 406 emigrants are sent from 
England. — Gorges and Mason dissolve partnership ; Mason 

fete a fresh title to the region between the Merrimac and the 
iscataqua (7 Nov.), which he calls New Hampshire ; Gorges 
gete the region between the Piscataqua and the Kennebec 
(western Maine). 

1629. The Peace of Lubeck between England and France (22 May). 

The English capture Quebec, and conquer all French America^ 
but the conquest being after the treaty the country is restored 
to France in 1632, by the Treaty of St. Germain. 
1629. The College of Nineteen, of Amsterdam, Holland, adopte a 
" Charter of Privileges" to promote the colonization of the 
New Netherlands, with a feudal orgaiuzation. Samuel 
Godyn buys the Indian title to part of Delaware (June). 

1629. John Harvey arrives in Virginia as governor, in place of Pott, 

under a royal commission. 

1630. Biddef ord and Saco, in Maine, are founded by Richard Vines 

and John Oldham, under a grant from the Plymouth Co. 
1630. The Plymouth Co. grante " the Colony of Connecticut" to the 

Earl of Warwick. 
1680. Winthrop arrives in Massachusette with 800 emigrants (June); 

700 more arrive in July; they find distress and gloom. 

Boston, Watertown, Lynn, Dorchester, and Rochester are 

founded. The first "General Court" meete at Boston to 

organize the government (19 Oct.). 
1630. Su* Robert Heath obtains a patent for Carolina (30'' to 86* N.). 
1680. Godyn gete an Indian deed for his land in Delaware (July), 

the first deed of land in Del. He and Samuel Bloemart buy 

the Indian title to the east c«ast of Delaware Bay (N. J.;. 
KOiaen van Rensselaer buys iioxa the Indians 12 iniles of 
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^ land between Fort Orange and the Mohawk Biver. MU^hael 

\ Pauw buys Staten Island and Pavonia (the country round 

\ Hoboken). De Vries, as a^ent for Gk>dyn, sails from the 

* Texel, with emigrants for Delaware (Dec). 

1681. De Yries plants his Dutch colony of over 300 souls at Lewis- 
town (DeL), and ascends as far as the SchuyUdlL 

1631. Roger Williams arrives in Boston (5 Feb.), but finding his 

hberal principles obnoxious, he goes to Plymouth and re- 
mains two years. The population of Plymouth is 300. 
j 1631. The Earl of Warwick assigns his right to Connecticut to Lord 
Say and Seal, Lord Brooke, John Hampden, and others (19 
f Mar.). 

1681- Charles I. grants (May) to a company under William Clajrbome 
(a member of the "Virginia council) a license to trade with the 
Lidians of Virginia ; Harvey, governor of Virginia, confirms 
it. Clayborne foiuids stations on Kent Island and near the 
Susquehannah, the first settlements in Maryland. 

1683. Charles I. g^nts ** Maryland " to Sir George Calvert, Lord 
Baltimore, who dies (15 Ap.) before the patent is signed, and 
it is issued (20 June) to his son, Cecilius. Virginia vainly pro- 
tests, claiming the territory as part of Virginia. 

1683. Massachusetts founds a representative government, makes 
treaties with the Indians, and establishes intercourse witiii 
Plymouth colony, Virginia, and New Netherlands. 

1632. De vries goes to Holland ; on his return to Delaware at the 

close of the year, he finds the colonists left by him all slain 

by the Indians. 
1688. The Dutch, having purchased the Indian title to land on the 

Connecticut, erect a fort (Jan.) called "the House of Good 

Hope " (now Hartford). Wouter Van T wilier arrives in New 

Amsterdam as governor in place of Minuit. 
1688. Haynes, Cotton, Hooker, and Stone come out to Massachusetts. 

Roger Williams returns to Salem, but the action of the 

magistrates compels him to withdraw from the church. 
1638. Traders from Plymoujih colony, under Capt, William Holmes, 

found a trading-house at Dorchester (now Windsor), Conn. 
1688. Virginia has about 1000 head of cattle. 

1683. Leonard Calvert, Lord Baltimore's brother, sails (22 Nov.) with 

about 200 emigrants, mostly Roman Catholics, for Maryland. 
1684 He arrives in the Potomac and founds St. Marys (27 Mar.), 
near its mouth. 

1684. Vote by ballot is introduced into Massachusetts ; only the 

people 8 representatives are allowed to dispose of lands or to 
levy taxes. The General Court passes a sumptuary law to 
regulate dress, prohibiting short sleeves, and other "new 
and immodest fashions," etc. Anne Hutchinson arrives in 
Boston from l^ngland. Colonists from Massachusetts found 
Watertown (Wethersfield), Conn.; the Pequods murder 
Stone, Horton, and 8 others, but send messengers to Boston 
to offer peace (Nov.). 

1684. Not a single white settler remains within Delaware Bay ; a 
few Swedes remain in Gloucester and Burlington Coimties 
JN. J.) 

IfMi CbarleB L grants to Archbishop Lau^ Oiiivi o\)cv^ti^ ys^^x ^^^ 
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the American plantations, to establish the government^ 
regulate the Chm*ch, and revoke all charters prejudicial to 
the royal prerogative. The colonists prepare to resist, and 
raise a Defence Fund to build fortifications. 

1635. Massadiusetts promulgates a "Bill of Rights;" "God's peo- 
ple should be governed by the laws given by God to Moses." 
The General Court sentences Roger Williams to exile (Oct.) ; 
the people of Salem still adhere to him, and it is resolved to 
send him to England. 

1635. The first popular assembly is convened in Maryland (Feb.). 
Clayborne and his settlers refuse to submit to Baltimore's 
charter, but are defeated in a bloody sldrmish. He flees to 
Virginia, and Grovernor Harvey sends him to England. The 
Virginia council remove Harvey, and make Captain John 
West governor (May). Harvey and his accusers go to Eiig- 
land to appeal to the king, who reinstates Harvey. The 
Commissioners of Plantations decide in favor of Baltimore's 
claim to Maryland against Clayborne. 

1635. The younger Winthrop, under a commission from the pro- 

prietaries, founds Saybrook, Conn, (named after Lord Say 
and Seal and Lord Brooke), and erects a fort there ; a sepa- 
rate colony till 1644. Sixty emigrants from Massachusetts so 
overlMid to Connecticut, and found Newtown (now Hartford); 
they suffer hardship, and many make their way to the sea- 
board. 
1685. The Plymouth Co. divide the whole coast from Acadia to be- 
yond the Hudson among themselves by lot (3 Feb.), and ex- 
ecute deeds to the grantees (32 Ap.) ; Mason gets the land 
from the Piscataqua to the Salem River, and Gorges the 
land from the Piscataqua to the Kennebec, which he calls 
New Somerset. The Co. then surrender their patent to the 
king (7 June). Mason contends that the patent to Endicott's 
Massachusetts Bay Co. was surreptitiously obtained, and a 

gwo warranto is issued against the Co. Mason dies (Nov.), 
is estate becomes rmned, his colonies in New Hampshire 
are left to themselves, and the opposition to the Massachu- 
setts Co. ceases. 

1685. The French expel the English colonists from the Penobscot 

region, Maine. 

1636. Harvey returns to Virginia as governor (Jan.). 

1636. Roger Williams refuses to submit to the order to return to 
England, leaves Salem in the depth of winter (Jan.), wanders 
for 14 weeks in the woods, and at last is welcomed by Mas- 
sasoit and Canonicus, chiefs of the Pokanokets and Narra- 
gansetts. He goes to Renoboth (Seekonk), but finding it 
within the limits of Plymouth colony, removes to Narragan- 
sett Bay and founds Providence (June) ; he is joined by others 
during the next two years. 

1686. Sir F. Gorges, in anticipation of the issue of a royal charter, 

sends his nephew, Capt. William Gorges, to govern New 

Somerset (Maine); William convenes the first assembly in 

Maine at Saco (22 Mar.), then a place of about 150 people. 

S086, The G^n«:«l Court of Massachusetts votes a year's revenue to 

found a oeile^^e ; the assembly is divided into two chambers ; 
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life magistrates are instituted ; Sir Henry Vane is elected 
governor. Springfield is founded (Sept). 

36. The first assembly in Connecticut is held (36 Ap.) at New- 
town (now Harnord). Long Island is first permanently oc- 
cupied. Rev. Thomas Hooker, wiih 100 emigrants from 
Newtown, Mass., goes overland and settles at Newtown, 
Conn. (Jime). The Pequods murder Oldham, near Block 
Island, R. I. (July). The outrage is pum'shed by a sangui- 
nary but ineffectual expedition under Endicott and Undernill 
(Aug.). The Pequods make reprisals and seek to unite the 
Narragansetts and Mohegans to exterminate the whites, but 
at the request of Vane and the Massachusetts council, Roger 
Williams uses his influence to detach the Narragansetts and 
Mohegans from the alliance. 

W. A court held at Newtown, Conn. (1 Mar.), changes the names 
of Newtown, Watertown, and Dorchester to Hartford, 
Wethersfield, and Windsor, and resolves to prosecute the 
war against the Pequods. An expedition under John Mason, 
with volunteers from Saybrook under Underbill, and with 
assistance from Massachusetts and the Narragansetts and 
Mohegans, destroys the Pequod tribe. A remnant of about 
200 surrender, ana are enslaved by the whites or incorporated 
with the Mohegans and Narra^nsetts. . After the war, dele- 
gates from Connecticut and Massachusetts meet in Boston 
(31 Aug.), for the purpose of uniting the New England colo- 
nies into one Province or confederacy, but ihe design fails 
through. It is revived in 1643. 

J7. The Antinoraian controversv culminates in Massachusetts. 
Anne Hutchinson, John Wheelwright (her brother), and 
Vane oppose the doctrine that the so-called law of God 
should be the law of the commonwealth. The legislature 
enacts that none shall come within the jurisdiction without 
permission of the authorities ; Vane protests and returns to 
England. Wheelwright^ Anne Hutchinson, and Aspinwall 
are exiled as "unfit for the society" of its citizens. Wheel- 
wright goes to the Piscataqua and founds Exeter; John 
Clarke, William Coddington, and Anne Hutchinson are wel- 
comed at Providence by Roger Williams. Negro slaves are 
imported for the first time into New England. 

J7. Owing to the macliinations of George Cleeve, William Gk)rge« 
is recalled from the governorshijp of Maine by Sir F. Gorges 
(June), and the province is left without a government. 

J7. William Kief t is made governor of New Netherlands in place 
of Van Twiller, 

J7. A company of Swedes and Finns, under the Dutchman Peter 
Minmt, leave Sweden for Delaware. 

J8. They found (Ap.) Fort Christiana (named after the Swedish 
Queen), on the west bank of the Delaware (near the site of 
Wilmington) ; purchase the Indian title of the land from 
Trenton FaJ^s to Paradise Point (Cape Henlopen) ; settle at 
Wicaco, on the site of Philadelphia ; and claim the country as 
* " New Sweden." Baeft, governor of New Netherlands, pro- 
tests, claiming the country for the Dutch. 

(8. 'Roger Williazns obtains from the Indiana (J&ax.^ ^ ^«^ ol ^dssift 
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land round Providence which in time he grants away gratis*, 

also a deed (Mar.) of Rhode Island for Anne Hutchinson and 

her fellow-exiles who found a prosperous colony at Newport. 
1638. Puritans from London under Theophilus Eaton and Rev. John 

Pavenport, found Quinniplack (now New Haven), Conn. 

They hold their first meeting (18 April); elect Eaton governor; 

and buy the Indian title to their lend. New Haven remains 

a separate colony until 1665. 
1638. An earthquake is felt throughout New England (1 June); 

shocks continue 15 days. 

1638. John Harvard founds Efarvard College. 

1639. Connecticut (*. c, Hartford, Windsor and Wethersfield) adopts 

a liberal constitution (Jan. 1), the first organization of a gov- 
ernment with a written constitution in history. 

1680. The New Haven colonists frame a constitution in a bem (4 
June) ; the Scriptures to be the rule of the commonweedth ; 
only church members to be free burgesses ; "seven pillars " 
chosen to organize the government. Their colonies spreacl 
along the coast and Long Island. 

1639. Roger Williams organizes at Providence the first Baptist 
church in America. 

1639. The Massachusetts legislature provides that the life-ma,gis- 
trates are to act only in those years in which they are chosen 
at the annual elections. A law is passed to prombit the cus- 
tom of drinking healths. 

1639. Kieft renews the Dutch fort at Nassau (Gloucester Co., N. J.). 

1639. Sir F. Wyatt supersedes Harvey as governor of Virginia ; he 
governs well. 

1639. Plantations in Carolina are probably attempted by the as- 
signee of Heath's patent. 

1639. Sir F. Gorges is made proprietary of Maine by royal charter, 

with ample powers of government (3 Sep.) ; he is also ap- 
pointed governor-general of New England. 

1640. ^ sends out his son, Thomas, as governor of Maine. 

1640. English colonists, under Sir Edmund Ployden, settle at Elsing*- 
burgh, on the east bank of the Delaware, and call the country 
' New Albion, but are driven out by the Swedes and Dutch. 

1640. The people of Connecticut claim Long Island under a grant 
from Lord Stirling, and the Dutch emblems of possession at 
the east end are thrown down by the colonists, and a fooVs 
head is set up instead. 

1640. A fugitive from Virginia setties on Albemarle Sound (N. C). 

1640. Montreal founded. Their continual warfare with the Moha>yks 
excludes the French from the south shores of Lake Ontario. 

1640. The emigrants to New England up to this date numbered 

21,200 ; in ten or fifteen years 50 villages had been planted, 
and 30 or 40 churches built. For the next 20 years, during 
the civil strife in England, the colonies enjoy almost virtual 
independence. i 

1641. The Einglish parliament places the colonies under the control 

of the Eari of Warwict, as govemor-in-chief, and a council 
of 5 peers and 12 conamoners. 
1641. Tew Hampshire annexes itself to Massachusetts (Ap.) ; tbi 
union continues till 1679. 
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1041. The governing power of Plymouth colony is transferred to the 
entire body of freemen, and the interest of the Ekiglish part- 
ners is extmguished. 
1641. Rhode Island establishes a constitution, a *' Democracie." 
1641. Charles Rsmnbault and Isaac Jogues reach Sault Ste. Marie 
from the Georgian Bay (4 Oct.) ; the first time that the U. S. 
were entered from Canada. 

1641. War between the Dutch of New Netherlands and the Algck 

quins ; it lasts till 1645. 

1642. Anne Hutchinson's son and son-in-law censure the Boston au- 

thorities for their treatment of her, and are imprisoned. She 
removes from Rhode Island to Eiist Chester, Conn., among 
the Dutch. Kieft treacherously massacres nearly 100 Algon- 
quins ; they make savage reprisals from Connecticut to New 
Jersey, ana the Dutch colonies are nearlv ruined. A popular 
assembly of delegates from the Dutcn villages mitigates 
Kieft's arbitrary rule. The war leads the Indians to attack 
the English colonies in Maryland and Virginia, and war 
goes on there for four years. 

1642. Sir William Berkeley arrives in Virginia as governor, successor 

to Wyatt (Feb.). Charles I. restricts the commerce of the 
colony ; the assembly establishes the Church of England, 
suppresses nonconformity, and banishes nonconformists ; a 
company of Puritans take i^efuge in Maryland, settling at 
Providence (now Annapolis). 

1643. Anne Hutchinson is killed bv the Indians. Roger Williams 

arranges a truce between them and the Dutch (Mar.), and 
peace is made with the Indians on the Hudson (Ap.). War 
is renewed by the Dutch under John Underbill, a refugee 
from New England, and continues till 1645. 

1643. The New England colonies send Hugh Peters and two others 
to England to obtain commercial advantages ; the House of 
Commons votes that colonial trade shall be free of taxation 
(Mar.). The colonists decline an invitation to send deputies 
to the Westminster Assembly. Cotton manufactures are 
begun, cotton being imported from Barbadoes. War in 
Massachusetts between the Narragansetts and Mohegans. - 

1643. Massachusetts, Plymouth, Connecticut, and New Haven form 
a federation, " Tiie United Colonies of New England ;" fed- 
eral matters are entrusted to eight commissioners, two from 
each colony. It lasts till 1684 A provision for the admission 
of new members to the federation is without result. 

1643. John Printz, governor of New Sweden, forms a colony and 
erects a fort on Tinicum Island (Penn.), in the Delaware, just 
below the Schuylkill, and resides there. 

1643. The Virginia assembly^ enacts that no peace shall be made 
with the Indians. 

1643. Roger Williams goes to England to obtain its protection over 
Rihode Island. He obtains the help of Sir Henry Vane. 

1643. The proprietaries of Connecticut assign their rights to the 

colonists. 

1644. A design is formed to unite all the English colonies in one 

confederacy, but it never reaches a practical stage. 
|64ii Parliament ^^rants to Roger Willuans and otVi^t^ ^ cSc^ax^'e lost 
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Rhode Island (Mar.)* witb full power "to role thnr— ilItm ^ 
Providence greets Williams on nis return with a ma^nii^viik 
demonstration. A Baptist church is formed at Ne¥mori. 

16i4. The Indians massacre 900 colonists in Virginia (18 Ap.); 
war goes on and OpechancanouA is captured. Berkeley 
goes to England, leaving Richard^emp as governor (June). 
Maryland makes peace with the Indians. 

16i4. Massachusetts g^ves her county courts authority to have the 
Indians instructed in religion. Thomas Mayhew lahors as a 
missionary among the Indians on 3fartha*s vineyard. 

1645. The French and Five Nations make peace at Three Rivers. 

1645. The Dutch and Indians make peace at New Amsterdam; 
Kieft's barbarous policy is repudiated. 

1645. A ship leaves Salem, M&:^, for Guinea, Africa, to bring a 
cargo of slaves ; the first direct slave-trade between New 
England and Africa. 

1645. ClayDome and Ingle, with the Puritan refugees from Virginia, 

excite a successful revolt in Maryland ; Leonard Calvert, the 
deputy-governor, flees to Virgima, and disorder and misrule 
follow. 

1646. Order is restored in Maryland ; Liord Baltimore is reinstated ; 

and an amnesty is granted. 

1646. Father Jogues, from Canada, is hospitably received by the 
Mohawks (May), but is murdered (Oct.), and war is renewed 
between the French and the Five Nations. 

1646. Father Gabriel Dreuillettes, flrst of Europeans, journeys over- 
land from the St. Lawrence to the Kennebec, Maine (Aug.), 
and builds a chapel near its mouth, where many Abenakis 
gather. Franciscans had already planted a lodge at the 
mouth of the Penobscot. 

1646. Peace is made between Virginia and the Indians (Oct.). 

1646. The General Court of Massachusetts repudiates the pai*amount 
authority of the English Parliament (Nov.). It passes an Act 
for the propagation of the gospel among the Indians, and 
John Ehot, of Roxbury, Mass., **the aposfle of the Indians," 
"the morning-star of missionary enterprise," begins his 
labors among the Indians at Nonantum (now Newton), Mass. 

1646. The Quakers founded in England by George Fox, aged 22. 

1647. Peter Stuyvesant arrives in New Netherlands (M^) as gov- 

ernor in place of Kieft, who, on his return -to Holland, is 
wrecked off the coast of Wales and perishes. The population 
of New Amsterdam is about 1000. 

1647. Dreuillettes returns from Maine to Quebec (June). 

1647. A person is executed at Windsor, Conn., for witchcraft. 

1647. Sir F. Gtorges, proprietary of Maine, dies. 

1648. Margaret Jones is executed (15 June) at Boston, and Mary 

Johnson in Connecticut, for witchcraft. 
1648. XJplandt (now Chester, Penn.) is settled by Swedes. 

1648. The Virginia colonists number 20,000, about 400 being negroes, 

and have 81 vessels engaged in commerce. 

1649. Charles L is beheaded (80 Jan.) ; the monarchy is abolished (1? 

Mar.) ; and England is declared a '* Commonwealth and 
Free State" (19 May). 
JMf The people of Maine, being left without a government by the 



death of Gorgres, form thetnselves into a body p^litie f«r the 
purposes of self govemnnent (July). 

19. Massachusetts declines the offer of a new charter by the 
Long* Parliament. Big'otry and persecution reign in the 
colony ; the Anabaptists are lined and scourged ; iiTehgion 
is made a civil offence ; absence from church is punished by 
fine ; and the denial of any book of the Bible is punished by 
fine, stripes, exile, and death. 

>49. The Maryland assembly- passes an Act giving complete tolera- 
tion to all Christians. 

>i9. Virginia proclaims Charles 11. king; royalists take refuge 
there; a grant of *' Northern Neck," between the Rappa- 
hannock and the Potomac, is made to them ; Puritans are 
banished. 

wO. The Conneoticut assembly prohibits the use of tobacco to per- 
sons imder 20, and to others not used to it, without a physi- 
sician's certificate and a license. Stuyvesant goes to Hart- 
ford (Sep.), and makes a tretity fixing tiie boundary between 
New England and New Netherlands at Greenwich on the 
mainland, and Oyster Bay on Long Island. The treaty is 
not recognized in England. 

50. Scotch prisoners taken at tlie battle of Dimbar (3 Sep.) are sent 
to Virginiji to be sold as indentured servants. An ordinance 
of the Long Parliament empo Wei's the Council of State to 
reduce **the rebellious colonies" to obedience (Oct.). 

•1. Mr. and Mrs. Carrington and Goody Bassett are executed at 
Stratford, Conn., for witchcraft. 

L The settlement of ** praying Indians" at Nonantum removes 
to Natick, Mass. The Massachusetts legislature prohibits 
pereons, wliose estate does not exceed £200, from wearing 
lace costing over 2s. a yard. 

I. The Dutch build Fort Casimir (now Newcastle, Del.), 5 miles 
below the Svvedish fort at Christiana, and thus create jeal- 
ousy among tlie SwecUsh colonists. 

L. "War between Kngland and Holland ; it lasts till 1654. Crom- 
well, plans tlie conquest of New Netherlands. As a war 
measure, the Long ParHament passes the Navigation Act; 
colonial commerce with England to be carried on solely in 
English ships ; it is not enforced. Many hundreds of Scotch 
prisoners taken at the battle of Worcester (3 Sep.) are sent 
to Virginia to be indentured as white servants. 

J. Ro^er Williams and John Clarke get the charter of Rliode 
Island confirmed by tlie Long Parliament. Williams returns 
to Rhode Island, leaving Clarke in England as agent of the 
colony. 

J. The frigate Guinea anchors in the Chesapeake to compel Vir- 
ginia to submit to the Commonwealth ; the colonists make 
terms, and elect Richard Bennett, a commissioner of the 
Long Parliament, governor (A p.). 

I. Massachusetts, claiming under its charter, annexes Maine as 
far as Casco Bay, in spite of the remonstrances of Edward 
Godfrey, the governor ; the province reluctantly submits. 

I. New Amsterdam is incorporated, but its citizens gain no priyi 

leges. 
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1853. A general assembly of deputies from the villages of New 

Netherlands meets and clamis popular rights (Nov.)^ 
1663 Cromwell forcibly dissolves the Long ParUament (20 Ap.) ; he 

is made Protector (16 Dec). 
1653. The General Court of Massachusetts prohibits preaching except 

by leave of the authorities. 
1653. The Baptist Church in Providence, R. I., splits into two 

Churches. 
1653. Gk)ody Knapp is executed at Fairfield, Conn., for witchcraft. 

1653. Claybome and Bennett (governor of Virginia), professing to 

act under the ordinance of the Long Parliament to reduce 
" all plantations within the Bay of the Chesapeake," set aside 
Lord Baltimore's authority in Maryland; conflicts ensue be- 
tween the Puritans under Bennett and Claybome, and Stone 
(Baltimore's deputy) and his friends, the latter being defeated.. 

1654. Lnprisonment for debt is instituted in Massachusette. 

1654. Peace is made between the French in Canada and the Fiv^ 
Nations. Father Le Moyne goes among them as envoy an^ 
missionary. Two young Canadian fur-traders make a cano^ 

t'oumey west from Quebec (Aug.), via the Ottawa, and reacl^ 
jakes Michigan and Superior ; they return in two year^ 
escorted by a fleet of 50 canoes. 
1654. An armed force sent by Cromwell takes possession of Nov^ 
Scotia. 

1654. Rising, governor of New Sweden, overpowers the Dutch gair 

rison at Fort Casimir ; the act is fatal to the Swedish colony 

1655. A Dutch force from New Amsterdam sails into the Delaware 

(Sep.), and the Swedish settlements (numbering 700 soul^ 
submit; the country north of Christiana and the Brandy- 
wine is governed by a deputy of Stuyvesant; the country 
from the Brandy wine to Bombay Hook (part of Delaware) it 
purchased by the city of Amsterdam in Holland, the namC 
New Sweden being changed to New Amstel. 

1655, Baltimore's friends in Maryland are again defeated by the 
Puritans (Jan.). 

1655. Admiral Penn (father of William Penn) captures Jamaica fronc: 
the Spaniards (3 May). Cromwell founds the English Board 
of Trade 

1655. Bennett retires from the governorship of Virginia ; Ed ware 
Diggs is elected his successor. 

1655. Chaumonot and Claude Dablon, missionaries from Canada^ 

are welcomed among the Five Nations (Nov.). 

1656. A colony of 50 French Canadians settle among tlic Onondaga4 

(May). 
1656. From this date till the accession of James n. (1685) the Quakers 
are severely persecuted in England, and many of tiiem 1ak€ 
refuge in America. 

1656. Quakers are persecuted in Massachusetts and expelled from 

the colony. 

1657. The persecution of Quakers in Massachusetts continues ; they 

are fined, whipped, and banished ; a law enacts that on a 

"* ^ first conviction one ear shall be cut off, on a second the otiier 

* ' ear, on a third the tongue shall be bored with a red-hot iron ; 

Wd iimt my o^e wbQ entertains o^e pf " the J^wiirsed eect " 
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shall be fined. A woman from Londob, who rebukes the 
magistrates for persecution, is wlupped with 30 stripes. 
1667. Divided rule exists in Maryland : Fendall (Baltimore's repre- 
sentative) is acknowledged by the Catholics at St. Marys ; 
Oomwell's commissioners are sustained by the Puritans at 
St. Leonards. 

1657. The Oneidas murder three Frenchmen ; the French retaliate 

by seizing Indians. 

1658. The French abandon their settlements among the Five Nations 

(Mar.), and war once more breaks out between them. 

1658, A compromise is eifected between the conflicting parties in 
Maryland (Mar.), and the province is surrendered to Fendall, 
Baltimore's agent. 

1658. Samuel Matthews is elected governor of Virginia in place of 
Diggs. The assembly excludes the governor and council 
from its sessions ; the governor dissolves it ; the assembly 
declares the dissolution illegal, proclaims popular sovereignty, 
and removes and re-elects the governor, who submits, and 
the revolution is completed. 

1658. The General Court of Massachusetts claims the right to sUence 
any person not ordained ; a tine of 10s. is imposed on every 
person present at a Quaker meeting, and £5 for speaking at 
one ; Quakers are banished on pain of death. 

1658. Oomwell dies (3 Sep.) ; his son Richard is proclaimed Pro- 

tector (4 Sep.). Virginia recognizes him ; Massachusetts does 
not. 
1658-59. The corporation of Amsterd&m by purchases from the In- 
dians extends its jurisdiction to Cape Henlopen, Del.; it 
foverns despotically, and the colonists flee in troops to the 
inglish colonies ; scarce 30 families remain. 
1859. Richard Cromwell resigns the Protectorate (22 Ap.). 

1659, Two Quakers are hanged in Massachusetts for returning to the 

colony after being banished ; Mary Dyar is also sentenced, 
but reprieved when the rope is round her neck. 

1659. Two fur-traders from Canada winter on the shore of Lake 

Superior. 

1660. A party of Puritans from Massachusetts attempt a settlement 

on Oldtown Creek, near the mouth of Cape Fear River (N. C). 
It is soon abandoned. Perhaps a few scattered families may 
have settled in what is now North Carolina before this date. 

1660, Matthews, governor of Virginia, dies (Mar.) ; the assembly de- 
clares that the supreme power resides in itself (13 Mar.), and 
elects Sir W. Berkeley governor ; he accepts office, renouncing 
all power to dissolve the assembly. 

1660. A poptdar convention meets in Maryland (12 Mar.), votes itself 
a lawful assembly, abolishes the Upper House, and settles 
the government; Fendall, Baltimore's deputy, allows the 
revolution. 

1660, An Indian church is organized at Natick, Mass. Mary Dyar is 
hanged at Boston as a Quaker (1 June) ; also William Leddra. 
Massasoit, sachem of the Pokanokets, dies ; his son "King 
Philip" succeeds. 

IWO. Charles n. is proclaimed king in England ^ May^ ; tv^ \a.wd& **. 
Dover (25 May). Three at CharlesL's iudgfta,EAN«i^T^^>waa«^ 
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William Goffe, and John Dixwell, escape to America. Hugb 
Peters, father-in-law of the younger Winthrop, is hanged as 
a regicide (14 Oct.). The Navigation Act (12 Car. n., c. 18) is 
passed ; merchandise is to be imported into the colonies only 
m English vessels ; only natives or naturalized subjects are 
to become merchants or factors in any English settlement 
Other laws are passed in restraint of colonial trade ano 
manufactures, and corn-laws are re-enacted. Charles H 
erects the Council of Trade and the Council of Plantations 
they are soon combined. 
1660. Charles n. is proclaimed in Plymouth, Rhode Island, Ne^ 
Haven, Hartford, Maryland, and Virginia. The General 
Court of Massachusetts negatives an address to him (Oct.) ; 
but afterwards agrees to one (Dec.) ; Leverett, its agent in 
England, is instructed to intercede for its chartered hberties, 
and to resist appeals to England in law matters. In Maiy- 
land, Philip Calvert, Baltimore's deputy, is recognized In 
Virginia Berkeley issues writs for an assembly in the name 
of me king ; the royalist party becomes ascendant and modi- 
fies the democratic features of the constitution. Virginia 
had acquired perfect liberty of commerce, but the English 
government, under the new Navigation Act, begins to pre- 
vent commerce with New Netherlands. Virginia's popula- 
tion is about 30,000 ; Maryland's from 8000 to 12,000. 

1660. Ren6 Mesnard, Jesuit missionary, goes from Canada to Lake 

Superior to found a mission (Aug.). 

1661. He is lost in the woods on Keewena Peninsula, Lake Superior, 

and never seen again (June). 

1661. Berkeley goes to England as agent of Virginia, to seek relief 
from the Navigation Act(Ap.) ; he. Clarendon, and six others 
combine to obtain a grant to themselves of American terri- 
tory. 

1661. The General Com*t of Massachusetts publishes a declaration of 
rights (June), claiming self-government, denying the right of 
appeals to England, and declaring the Navigation Act aiu 
infringement of their charter ; it then proclaims Charles H. 
•king. A royal order from England to Governor Endicott> 
directs him to proceed no further against the Quaker prison- 
ers, but to send them to England for trial ; in response h^ 
releases Wenlock Christison and 27 others from prison. Up 
to this date 30 Quakers had been scourged, fined, or impris- 
oned ; some had been branded in the hand with the letter HI 
for heretic ; and several had been hung. The persecution 
soon recommences ; men and women are whipped at the 
cart's tail from town to town and banished. The persecution 
did not cease for some years, till Charles H. demanded that 
BO one should be hindered from exercising his religion in the 
New World more than in the Old, and that all persons ou^ht 
to be permitted to "worship God in the way they think 
best^" John Eliot pubhshes his translation of the New Tes- 
tament into the Massachusetts Indian dialect. Whalley and 
Goffe flee from Boston to Newhaven, Conn., to escape arrest. 
^L Charles Oalvert, a son of Lord Baltimore, is made dep.-govei^ 
nor of Maryland, and a general amiieaty is proclaimed. 
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. The younger Winthrop goes to England as agent of Connecti- 
cut to obtain a cliarter. 

i. Charles II. grants a charter for Connecticut (30 Ap.), covering 
both Hartford and New Ilaveu, from the Narragausett to the 
Pacific, disregarding the liesitiincy of Now Haven, tlie Hglits 
of New Netherlands, and tlie claims of Spain on tlie Pacific ; 
it gives complete independence and self-government. Win- 
thi'op is elected governor in 14 successive years. New Haven 
is unwilling to merge itself In tiie larger colony of Hartford. 
Mr. and Mrs. Greensmith are executed at Hartford, for 
witchcraft. 

\ John Norton and Simon Bradstrect go to England as commis- 
sioners from Massachusetts (Feb.) ; Charles IL confirms the 
charter, declaring that its foundation is hberty of conscience, 
but claims certain prerogatives ; tlie people resolve not to 
allow these. 

3. Charles H. grants a charter to the African Co. Sir Henry 
Vane is executed in England as a regicide (June). The Act 
of Uniformity is renewed (May) ; nearly 2000 ministera are 
driven from their parishes as nonconformists (24 Aug.). 
Charles H. issues a Declaration of Indulgence ^Dec), exempt- 
ing from the penalties of the Act of Unifornnty all noncon- 
formists who, ** living peaceably," do not conform through 
"scruple and tenderness of misguided conscience, but mod- 
estly and without scandal perform their devotions in their 
own way." 

3. The Virginia assembly grants a permanent revenue to the 
Government, and votes its members a salary of 250 lbs. of 
tobacco a day each ; establishes the Church of England ; and 

§ asses persecuting laws against Quakers, Baptists, and other 
issenters ; to entertain a Quaker is punished by imprison- 
ment. 

2. The Yeopim Indians grant " Durant's Neck," on Albemarle 
Sound (N. C), to George Durant. 

J. The Company of 100 Associates having surrendered New 
France to Louis XTV., he grants the territory to the new 
French West Indies Co. (Feb.). 

\ Heath's patent for Carolina is declared void for non-user; 
Charles H. grants to eight proprietaries a patent for Caro- 
lina (Mar.) from 36" N. to the river St. Johns, Fla. Spain 
claims that the territory is a part of Florida. George Cath- 
maid settles 67 persons on the Chowan River, Albemarle 
Sound ; the plantation, being north of 36°, is not included in 
the patent for Carolina, but the proprietaries commission one 
of their number, Berkeley, governor of Virginia, to institute 
a government over it, and he severs it from Virginia, and, 
under the name of Albemarle colony, gives it a separate gov- 
ernment under William Drummond. It remains unnoticed 
till the quit-rents become due in 1666. Planters in Barba- 
does buy a tract of land on Cape Fear River. 

. John Eliot publishes at Cambridge, Mass., his translation of 
the Old Testament into the Massachusetts Indian dialect. 

. Mary Barnes is executed at Farmington, Conn., tor wItcVvcraf**. 

. Six months' war goes on between the Du\ich ol ^^yj'^^^^t- 




84 Illilory of the Uidtcd Slates. 

lands and the Indians, who destroy (June) a village on ' 
Esopus (in Ulster Co., N. Y.). Disputes as to temtory ai 
between Connecticut and New Netherlands, Connecti< 
claiming- to tlie Pacific under its charter. The necessities 
the time compel Htuy vesant to concede a popular assemb 
The Dutch West India Co., desiring a banier against 1 
English colonies to the south, transl'ei-s the whole couni 
on the Delaware to tlue city of Amsterdam, Holland, whi 
becomes proprietary of all the settlements in what are n< 
Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey, and Delaware. 

1GG3. The Parliament in England sets aside Charles 11. 's Declarati 
of Indulgence, and passes the Conventicle Act to preve 
religious meetings of nonconformists. 

1663. ChaHes II. grants a charter to Rhode Island (July), givi 
self-government and re*:gious freedom, and vesting t 
supreme power in a governor, deputy-governor, 10 assistai 
(now the Senate), and deputies from the towns. Geor 
Baxter arrives at Newport with the charter (24 Nov.), whi 
is read publicly. 

1663. In Vii-ginia an insurrection of white ** servants " is easily si 

pressed ; barbarous laws are enacted against slaves ; and t 
laws against nonconformists are made more severe. Jo! 
Burgess is expelled from the Assembly for being " w€ 
atfected to the Quakers," 

1664. By this date many English ^from Connecticut had settled 

New Netherlands, and as many negroes had been importf 
In proportion to population, as in Virginia. The new Dut 
diet demands from the governor, Stuyvesant, protecti 
against the Indians, and the colony partially revolts agaii 
the rule of the Dutch West India Co.; Berkeley, governor 
Virginia, threatens hostilities. 

1664. Charles II. grants (Mar.) to his brother, the Duke of Yoi 
afterwards James II., the country from the St. Croix to t 
Pemaquid (Sagadahoc or Eastern Maine), and from the C( 
necticut to the Delaware. The Duke assigns his claim 
New Jersey to Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret (Jun 
Before this date 3 Dutch famUies had settled about Burlii 
ton, N. J., and a few Quaker families on tiie south of Ra 
tan Bay, N. J. ; but there was no hamlet in south-west N< 
Jersey. 

1664 The Rhode Island assembly affirms the principl^i of intellecti 
liberty to men of every creed (Maj^). 

1664. The English fleet for the conquest of New Netherlands, ur ^ 
Col. Richard NicoUs, and having on board royal comni 
sioners charged to investigate the manner in wliich the N 
England chartei*s had been exercised and to provide for 1 
peace of the country, arrives at Boston (23 July) ; takes 
cruits on board ; anchors in Gravesend Bay, and acqui 
Long Island (Aug.) ; Stuyvesant surrendere New Amst 
dam (5 Sep.), whicli is called New York ; Fort Orange (or W 
iamstiidt) surrenders (24 Sep.) and is called Albany ; 1 
Dutcli and Swedes on the Delaware capitulate (Oct.), 1 
whole coast, from Maine to Carolina, passing into tl>«» p 
season of Englandr ISew '^e\}aet\asi^% \a disvled into' ^ 
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Tork and New Jersey, the settlements on the west bank of 
the Delaware being made a dependency of New York, Lord 
Baltimore's claim to them being denied. Nicolls is made 
governor, and New York is governed despotically as in 
Dutch times, popular rights not being conceded. 

864. New England Puiitans from Long Island obtain an Indian 
deed to a large tract on Newark Bay (** the Elizabeth town 
Purchase "), which Governor Nicolls, imaware of the grant 
to tlie Duke of York, ratifies. 

t664r The General Court of Massachusetts resolve to resist the 
long's orders and to nullify the royal commission ; and while 
the fleet is reducing New Netherlands, protest against ** the 
menace of tyranny " (Oct.), address Charles, claiming the right 
of "government within themselves," and threaten *'to seek 
new dwelUngs " rather than submit. The contest facilitates 
the union of the two colonies of Hartford and New Haven. 
The Commissioners estabhsh the boundary of Connecticut 
in conformity with the claims of the colony, but award Long 
Island to the Duke of York ; they are favorably received in 
Rhode Island ; but Plymouth stands firm for its independence 
and dechnes their offer of a charter. 

1W5. New Haven accedes to the union with Connecticut under the 
Charter of 1662 (Jan.) ; the seat of government to be at Hart- 
ford. 

1^. The royal commissioners hold a court in Boston to try the 
claims of Massachusetts, but the General Court forbids the 
proceedings, and the baffled commissioners go north to settle 
the boundaries of New Hampshire and Maine, and to prepare 
for the restoration of proprietary claims. The governor and 
council of Massachusetts forbid the towns on the Piscataqua 
to meet or obey the commissioners. Maine prefers the pro- 
tection of the king to incorporation with Massachusetts or 
subjection to the heir of Gorges, and the commissioners 
remove the officers appointed by Massachusetts, ignore the 
claims of Gorges, and issue commissions to persons to govern 
the district. After the departure of the commissioners, 
Massachusetts re-establishes its authority over Western 
Maine, maintaining its jurisdiction from the southern limit 
of Massachusetts to the Kennebec. 

1865. The French found Castine on Penobscot Bay, Maine ; they also 
have a fort on the site of Bangor. A party of French from 
Canada, under Gov. Courcelle, reach Schenectady (N. Y.). 

W, William Goulding and others, with the sanction of Governor 
Nicolls. obtain from the Indians a deed of the land from 
Sandy Hook to Raritan River, N. J. (Ap.), called for a few 
monuis East Albania; three towns are soon begun. The 
two proprietaries of New Jersey create a popular assembly ; 
grant lands at a quit-rent of }^d. an acre, not to be collected 
tiU 1670 ; and oflfer a bounty of 75 acres on the importation 
of each able slave. Philip Carteret is received as governor 
(Aug.), and Elizabethtown (named after Lady Carteret), 
then a place of four houses, is made the capital. Nicolls 
protests in vain against the division ot hia -^YOvmefe^Xs^ ^^ 
separ^tiw p/ J^^w Jersey from $^^w "^o^Vu OqVw^sJ^Xvwx 
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New Haven, Conn., settle on the Passaic, and obtain thfl 
ludian title to the site of Newark, N. J. < 

1665. Charles 11. declares war against the Dutch ; it lasts till 1667. 
The Five Mile Act is passed, increasing the severity of the 
persecution of Quakers and other nonconformists in Eng- 
land ; over 4000 Quakers are in English prisons, 500 in Lon- 
don alone ; they look beyond the Atlantic for a refuge. 

1665. The Rhode Island assembly again affirms the principle ofl 
intellectual hberty. 

1665. The proprietaries of Carolina obtain a new charter (June) o' 
the territory between 29° and 86** 30' N., from the Atlanti.' 
to the Pacific ; it included nearly all Florida and fixed th* 
northern boundary of North Carolina. Sir John Yeaman^J-* 
under a grant from the proprietaries, settles a colony of emr^^-^ 
grants from Barbadoes on the south of Cape Fear River^ 
the settlement is called Clarendon colony ; it fails. ^^ 

1665. Father Claude Allouez goes from Canada (Aug.) to Chego:^'" 

megon, Lake Superior (1 Oct.), as a missionary among iJtm^^ 
Lidians between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi. 

1666. Louis XIV. declares war against England. Charles IL r^^ 

bukes the ** frowardness" of Massachusetts in the matter (^-* 
the royal commissioners, and commands Governor Belling'* 
ham and Hawthorne to attend in England; the Genera*! 
Court refuses compUance (Sep.). The idea of conquering 
Canada is now first proposed to New England, but rejecteH 
as impracticable ; Boston equips some privateers. 

1666. William Penn is imprisoned in Ireland as a Quaker. 

1667. Treaty of Madrid, peace with Spain (May) ; Treaty of Breddi 

peace between England, France, Holland, and Denmark ^1 
July) ; New York, New Jersey, and the colonies west of me 
Delaware are ceded to England ; Acadia is restored to France, 
but the royal grant of Nova Scotia to Sir Thomas Temple is 
not revokea. The French and the Five Nations make peace. 

1667. Francis Lovelace is made governor of New York, in place of 
Nicolls. 

1667. Virginia enacts that baptism is consistent witii a state of 
slavery, so removing an obstacle to the conversion of ne- 
groes ; the enactment is made repeatedly between 1667 and 
1748 ; the opposite notion prevailed widely. 

1667. A colony of ship-builders from the Bermudas, and emigrants 

from New England, join the colony on AJbemarie Sound 
(N. C.), under Samuel Stevens as chief magif}trate. 

1668. The first New Jersey assembly meets at Elizabethtown (May), 

and enacts severe laws. 
1668. The Earl of Shaftesbury and Locke frame ** the Grand Model '• 
constitution for Carolina, creating a nobility, and establish- 
ing the Church of England, but tolerating evei-y other re- 
. ligion. 

1668. Claude Dablon and Jacques Marquette establish among the 

Chippewas the mission of Sault de Ste. Marie, the oldest 
European settlement in Michigan. 

1669. The patent of "Northern Neck," Va. (granted 1649), is surren- 

dered (May) ; a new one is issued to Lord Thomas Culpepper| 
who b^ acquired all the shc^xea gt \^ ^^e^QCWdtos, 
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ldlS9. La Salle ascends Lake Ontario and the Niagara mver, reaches 
Lake Erie, and descends the Ohio as far as the Falls (now 
- Louisville). 

1669. The first assembly in Albemarle colony, Northern Carolina, is 

convoked by Oovemor Stevens, and begins legislation ; the 
laws are confirmed by the proprietaries, and remain in force 
for over 50 years. 

1670. The proprietaries of Carolina send 3 sh:ps with emigrants 

under William Sayle (governor) and Joseph Wast (Jan.), 
with jurisdiction from Cape Carteret to as far south as the 
Spaniards would tolerate. The emigrants found on Ashley 
River the first town in Southern Carolina, and establish a 
free government ; not a vestige of tJje settlement remains, 
except the line of moat. The ''Grand Model" is signed 
(Mar.) and sent to the colonists on Albemarle Sound and 
Asliley River ; both reject it. Monk, Duke of Albemarle, is 
made Palatine. Sayle soon dies, and Sir John Ycamans is 
appointed governor. 

1670. In Virginia, the suffrage is restricted to freeholders and house- 
holders. 

1670. The settlers in New Jersey refuse payment of quit-rents, 
claiming the Indian title as paramount; disputes and con- 
fusion follow. 

1670. Charles 11. grants to Prince Rupert and others (the Hudson 
Bay CJo.) a monopoly of the regions on Hudson Bay. The 
Duke of York is made president of the African Co., and 
becomes patron of the slave-trade. 

1670. The votes passed by the Long Islandci's at their town meet- 

ings are burnt in New York, by order of Governor Lovelace 
and the council. 

1671. At the instance of Talon, intendant of Canada, an Indian con- 

gress is held at Sault Ste. Marie (May) ; the tribes are placed 
under the protection of Louis XIV. Marquette gathers the 
remnant of the Hurons at Point St. Ignace, north of Macki- 
naw Strait, a post which is long maintained as the key of the 
West 

1671. Massachusetts, which still extends to the Kennebec, is virtu- 
ally independent ; no custom-houaes are erected, the Naviga- 
tion Acts are disregarded, and a large carrying-trade is done ; 
Charles JL fears it will break away from all dependence on 
England. 

1671. Yeanaans arrives at the Ashley River colony (S. C.) with slaves 
from Barbadoes ; Dutch emigrants from New York, discon- 
tented with the change of rule, settle there, and are followed 
by others from Holland. 

1671. Virginia has no common schools yet ; children are instinicted 
by theirparents. 

1671. Q&orge Fox, founder of the Quakers, visits the American 
colonies. 

1673. War breaks out between England and Holland (Mar.) ; it lasts 
till 1674 ; Navigation Acts are passed in England. 

1673. Baptists are for the first time allowed to hold their meetings 
unmolested in Boston, Mass. 

1673i The New York colonists clamor against the arbitrary rule of 
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Governor Lovelace, Connecticut surrenders Long Island 
New Yori- 

1672. The New Jersey assembly displaces Philip Carteret, and a^ 

points James Carteret governor ; Philip appoints John Berr3^ 
his deputy, and goes to England for fresli authority. 

1673. An armed force of Marylanders invade Lewistown on tt»^ 

Delaware, but the Duke of York claims the country by righmii 
of conquest from the Dutch. 

1673. William Edmundson from England visits his Quaker brethren 
on Albemarle Sound (N. C), who then o^anize the first 
reUgious government in Carolina. George Fox preaches to 
them. 

1673. Frontenac is made governor of Canada ; he begins Fort Fron- 
tenac (now Kingston) at the mouth of Lake Ontario. Allouez 
and Dablon explore the country west of Lake Michigan (Wis- 
consin and Illinois). 

1678. George Fox returns to England. 

1673. Marquette and Louis Joiiet descend the Wisconsin and dis- 
cover the northern Mississippi (17 June) and the Des Moines ; 
set foot in Iowa ; descend tiie Mississippi as far as 33° N., 
below the Arkansas ; turn back (17 July), ascend the Illinois, 
and reach Green Bay, Lake Michigan (Sep.) ; Joiiet goes to 
Quebec to announce the discovery. 

1673. New York surrenders to a Dutch squadron (July) ; also New 
Jersey and Delaware. 

1673. Charles 11. grants Virginia to Lord Thomas Culpepper and 

Lord Arlington for 31 years ; Virginia is distracted with do- 
mestic contests and stung to rebellion. 

1674. Virginia sends agents to England to get the grant to Culpepper 

and Arlington cancelled, and the Crown to resume its rights. 

1674. Peace between England and Holland (Feb.) ; the American 
Colonies are ceded back to England. The Duke of York re- 
sumes the proprietorship of New York and Delaware ; and 
Carteret and Berkeley of New Jersey. Berkeley, for £1000, 
sells his undivided half to Quakers (Mar.). Charles n. grants 
Sagadahoc (East Maine, between the St. Croix and Kennebec) 
and the country frfun the Connecticut River to Maryland to 
the Duke of York (Jiine), who makes Edmund Andros gover- 
nor, with absolute power. Aiidros receives the surrender of 
New Netherlands, New Jersey, and Delaware from the Dutch 
(31 Oct) 

1674. Stevens, governor of Northern Carolina, dies ; the assembly 
elects successors till 1677. 

1674. Joseph West is appointed governor in Southern Carolina in 
place of Yeamans ; he governs well till 1683. (West was one 
of the leaders of the first colony in 1670.) 

1674. The Senecas drive the Susquehannahs from the head of the 
Chesapeake to the Potomac, and Maryland becomes involved 
in war with the Susquehannahs and Piscataways. 

1674. By this date the Pokanokets in Rhode Island had been crowded 
into the necks of land now called Bristol and Tiverton, and 
they find themselves deprived of their lands arfd "by their 
own legal contracts driven, as it were, into the sea." King 
Philip, ih&r chief, on the. information of Sausamanthat he 
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is inciting the Indians to war, is summoned by the colo- 
nists to submit to examination ; he appears at Pl3rmouth and 
protests his innocence ; the wrath of the tribe is aroused, and 
tae informer, Sausaman, is murdered. 

TO The murderers are tried by a jury, half Indian, half white 
(June), convicted, and hanged. Tne young men of the tribe 
then kill 8 or 9 colonists at Swansea, R. I., and "King 
Philip's War" brealcs out. It spreads to other tribes and 
continues for over a year, all New England being kept in a 
state of excitement and terror. The white population of 
New England is 55,000 ; the Indian, 30,000. Brookfield, Deer- 
field, and Springfield are burnt; but the Narragansetts are 
nearly exterminated by the colonists under Josifdi Winslow, 
governor of Plymouth. The war spreads to Maine (Oct.) in 
consequence of outrages committed by sailore on the Indians, 
and Saco, Scarboro, Wells, Kittery, Oyster River settlement, 
Berwick, Salmon Falls, Dover, and Exeter suffer from depre- 
dations or the tomahawk. 

75. Marquette goes to Kaskaskia (El.) to preach to the Indians. 
On nis way back to Mackinaw, he dies (18 May) at the river 
"Marquette," Mich., and is buried in the sand near its mouth. 

rs. Philip Carteret resumes the government of Northern New Jer- * 
sey, as deputy of Sir George, postpones the payment of quit- 
rents, and confirms representative government. A colony 
of Quakers from England, under John Fen wick, founds 
Salem, in Southern New Jersey. 

5. The English Council of Trade and Plantations is abolished. 

5. Andros attempts to enforce his jurisdiction over West Con- 
necticut, and demands the surrender of Fort Say brook (July); 
he is successfully resisted and sails for Long Island. 

>. The agents of Virginia in England fail to get a charter ; the 
government is changed into a proprietary one ; Lord Cul- 
pepper is made governor for life, and is proclaimed soon after 
berfceley's departure. Susquehannahs and Piscataways com- 
mit murders, which are avenged by the border militia. 

i. CeciUus, Lord Baltimore, proprietary of Maryland for 43 years, 
dies (Nov.) ; his heir, Charles, goes to England, having admin- 
istered the colony 14 years ; the province is discontented and 
wishes a popular government ; . a rising is checked only by 
the prompt energy of the government. 

5. King Philip's War in New England is ended by the defeat of 
the Indians. An expedition from Massachusetts, under Ma- 
jor Waldron, treacherously entraps 350 Indians at Cocheco 
(Dover), N. H., and ships them to Boston to be sold into for- 
eign slavery. Canonchet, chief of the Narragansetts, is taken 
§risoner (Ap.) and executed ; the Indians are defeated at 
umer's Falls (19 May) ; Philip's wife and son are captured 
(3 Aug.) ; he himself is shot by a faithless Indian (12 Aug.), • 
and his son is sold as a slave to Bermuda. John EUot, the 
missionary, saved some of the tribes from extermination. 
Lancaster, Medfield, Weymouth, Groton, Marlborough, and 
Warwick had been burnt. The total loss to the colonists was : 
13 or 13 towns, with 600 houses, burnt, one family in 20 being 
burnt out ; over 600 men, the flower of the colony, kiUed, be- 
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\ns one in 20 of the able-bodied men ; ooet of war, $500,00^' 
"Wbt goes on in 3Iaine, and nearly half the settlements srd 
destroyed; Anne Brackett, taken at Falmouth (Casco), eS' 
capes in an open boat across Casco Bay (Aug.)- Edward 
Rsmdolph (agent of Mason and the Privy* Council) arrives in 
New England with a royal message requiring submission; 
Massachusetts reluctantly yields, but sends agents to England 
to protest. 

1670. Carteret and the Quakers of Salem partition New Jersey (Aug.), 
the northern part ("East New Jersev") to Carteret, the 
southern (" West New Jersey ") to the (Quakers. 

1676. New York resists Andros, anS he advises Charles IL and the 
Duke of York to grant legislative franchises ; the Duke re- 
fuses. Sagadahoc is protected by a fort and garrison. Andros 
goes to England (Nov.), but fails to convince the Duke of the 
need of g^nting liberty. 

1676. The Indian war in Virginia goes on, and plantations are laid 

waste. A contest between Gtovemor B^-keley and the colo- 
nists under Nathaniel Bacon leads to " the Grand Rebellion.'* 
The assembly passes ameliorating legislation (4 July, N. S., 
100 years before the Declaration of Independence), Berke- 
ley retreats across the Delaware (Aug.) and is deposed, and 
Sir Henry Chichely is chosen governor ; Berkeley collects a 
strong force in Accomack and returns to Jamestown (8 Sep.), 
but his forces desert. Bacon is again in the ascendant, and as 
a precautionary measure bums Jamestown, then a place of 
18 nouses ; Bacon dies (1 Oct.), and the royalist leader, Robert 
Beverley, defeats the insurgents in detaiL Thomas Hansford 
is taken and hanged. 

1677, William Drummond and 21 others are hanged ; 3 others die of 

cruelty in prison ; the assembly is convened (Feb.), and votes 
an adoress ** that the governor would spill no more blood." 
English troops had been introduced into the colony for the 
first time, but are disbanded in three years. The legislation 
of Bacon's assembly is repealed, and tne colonists' grievances 
are revived. Berkeley returns to England, and is censured 
by public opinion. Lord Culpepper, the governor, is pro- 
claimed, but does not go to Virginia till 1680. 

1677. The English Quaker proprietaries of West New Jersey grant 
to ilie colonists a charter of ** Concessions" (3 Mar.), putting 
"the power in the people." A large emigration follows. 
Andros, governor of New York, claims jurisdiction ; his 
claim is referred to England for decision. The Quakers hold 
religious meetings at Burlington, N. J. 

1677. The Privy Council decides against the claim of Massachusetts 
to Maine and New Hampshire, and revives the proprietary 
rights, but Massachusetts buys Gorges's rights in Maine for 
£1350 (May). France, under the Treaty of Breda, held the 
district between the St. Croix and the Penobscot ; the Duke of 
York h^d the tract between the Penobscot and the Kennebec ; 
leaving to Massachusetts only the tract between the Kenne- 
bec and the Piscataqua. This had hitherto been represented 
in the Massachusetts assembly ; it is now governed as a sub' 
ject province according to Qorges's charter. 
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™. Miller, the new governor of Northern Carolina, arrives in the 
province; its population is about 4000. The Navigation 
A-cts of 1672 are to be enforced. 
lo78. Th« attempt to enforce the Acts leads to an insurrection under 
John Culpepper ; the colonists imprison Miller, set aside the 
proprietary government, and organize one of their own. 
167S, Treaties of amity ai*e ratilied between the Quakers of West 

New Jersey and the Indians. 
1678, Andros returns to New York with instructions to continue the 
customs duties and to enforce the Duke of York's claim over 
New Jersey under the charter of 1674. As governor of Saga- 
dahoc, Mame, he makes peace with tlie Indians, on terms 
which acknowledge their superiority (Ap.). He claims that 
East New Jersey vessels should pay dues at New York ; Car- 
teret refuses, is arrested, but is at'quitted by an honest New 
York jury. Andres's agent at Newcastle, Del., exacts cus- 
toms of ships ascending to West New Jersey ; the Quaker 
settlers remonstrate, and the question is referred to arbitra- 
tion, when- Sir W. Jones decides against the Duke of York 
and in favor of West New Jei-sey. The province of New York 
has about 20,000 people, 3000 being on Manhattan Island. 
1678. The Maryland assembly, during the absence of the proprietary, 
makes the suffrage more popular. 

1678. La Salle returns from France to Canada, witli Tonti as his 

lieutenant. They leave Fort Frontenac, cross Lake Ontario, 
and ascend the Niagara in a canoe of 10 tons, tlie first that 
ever sailed into the river. At Tonawanta Creek, on the up- 
per Niagara, La Salle commences tlie Oriffin, a vessel of 60 
tons. 

1679. The colonists of Northern Carolina send John Culpepper and 

Holden to England to effect a compromise ; Miller, the de- 
posed governor, being releiused from prison, follows, and pro- 
cures Culpepper's arrest on a charge of high treason. Charles 
n., at his own expense, sends a colony of foreign Protestants 
to Southern Carolma (Ap.). An Irish colony, under Ferguson, 
goes there. 

1679. Andros increases the revenue of New York, but it still amounts 
to only 3 per cent, on the imports, and is insufficient for the 
expenses. 

1679. Massachusetts, before the return of its agents in England, de- 
clares the * * Acts of Navigation an invasion of the rights of 
the colonists, they not being represented in Parliament," and 
that "the laws of England do not reach America;" the 
General Court then passes an Act of its own giving validity 
to tlie Navigation Acts. 

1679. Mason's {)atent of New Hampshire being found to ^ve no 
right to jurisdiction, but only to the soil, the colony is sepa- 
rated from Massachusetts, and organized into a royal prov- 
ince (July), Mason's proprietary rights being allowed him. 

1679. The European population of New France is 8515. 

1679. La. Salle launches the Oriffln, and, with Tonti and a colony of 
fur-traders, sails onto Lake Erie, through Lake St Clair (wnich 
he names) and Lake Huron, to Green Bay, Lake Michigan ; 
he sends b^ck the Chriffln, goes iu caaoea \o \i\i<& Vy^id^ cA\jSik& 
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Michigan, there founds Fort Miami, on the St. Josep 
and makes his way to the Illinois River (now La 1 

111.). 

1680. He builds Fort Crevecoeur on the Illinois, 4 days' jo 
low Lake Peoria ; sends Hennepin to explore the u] 
sissippi ; and, the Oriffln not having returned with 
he leaves Tonti behind to found Rock Fort, and v 
companions sets out (Mar.) to walk to Fort Frontt 
Kingston, Ont.). Hennepin ascends the Mississipp 
covers the Falls of St. Anthony ; Tonti, being tl 
by the Iroquois, goes among the Potawatomies 
Michigan. 

1680. The New Hampshire assembly meets at PoKsmou 
and asserts the right to self-government. Mason, 
establish his claim to the soil, gees to England, is a 
to select a governor, and appoints Edwai-d Cranfield 

1680. Dunster, President of Harvard, is tried and compel! 
sign for being a Baptist. The General Coui't of Mass 
forbids Baptists to assemble in their meeting-house 
prohibition is merely a matter of form, and the pe 
of Baptists finally ceases in Boston. 

1680. The Duke of York acquiesces in SirW. Jones's decisio 
his claim to customs dues fi'om West New Jerse; 
relinquishes by deed all claims to the territory anc 
ment. Andros again enters East New Jei-sey to er 
Duke's claims ; the assembly resists, pleads Magnj 
and the province maintains its indepimdence. 

1680. Lord Thomas Culpepper arrives in Virginia as govei 
torts a perpetual export duty on tobacco as a royal 
(June) ; has his salary inci'eased from £1000 to £206o ; 
the value of the currency ; and retuins to England 

1680. William Penn solicits from Charles 11. a patent for 
vania (June). John Culpepper is tiied in England fc 
(June), and acquitted. Seth Sothel buys Clarendon'j 
in Carolina, and is selected by the proprietaries to 1 
their interests in Northern Carolina, in place of Millei 
not go out till 1083. 

1680. Charleston (S. C.) is founded by graziers under J 

pepper. 

1681. Cnarles H. grants to William Penn (Mar.) a patent fo 

Htory north of Maryland and west of the Delaware, i 
king calls Pennsj'lvania ; William Markham sails 1 
Penn's agent (May). 

1681. Discontent in New York leads to the assembling of j 
convention. Andros is recalled to England and kni^ 

1681. Lord Baltmiore returns to Maryland, annuls thepopi 
lation passed in his absence, and restricts the franc 
consequent discontent is increased by hostility to the 
an insurrection under Fendall is suppressed with c 
the English ministry order that public offices be 
only to Protestants. 

1681. Jennings, governor of West New Jersey, convenes 
Quaker assembly (Nov.), which frames a governmei 
twiis of huinanity. 
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1681 La SaHe returns from CaLada to Illinois, and leaves Fort Miami 
for the Mississippi (Dec.). 

He descends the Illinois and the Mississippi to the sea, and 
claims for France (9 Ap.) the territory watered bv the river, 
calling it Louisiana. Returning he begins Fort St. Louis, at 
Starved Bock, on the Illinois. 

1683. Massachusetts sends agents to England (FebO» who find that a 
war against the corporation has begun, and that the case of 
the colony is desperate; Massachusetts resigns Western 
Maine, but will not concede anything held under the charter. 

1682. Carteret sells East New Jersey to 13 Quakers, under the 
auspices of Penn. (Feb.) ; Thomas Rudyard takes possession 
as governor, or agent, for them. 

1682. Penn publishes a frame of government for Pennsylvania (May) 
subject to the approval of the colonists ; he obtains from the 
Duke of York an assignment of his claims to Delaware, and 
the Swedish settlements at Tinicum, etc. ; sails from England 
(1 Sep.); arrives at Newcastle, Penn. (27 Oct.), and is wel- 
comed by tlie English settlere at Chester; he makes, at 
Shackamaxon (now Kensington), his famous treaty with the 
Lenni Lenape ; and marks out the site of Pliiladelpnia (Nov.). 
A convention meets at Chester, and finishes the work of pi'e- 
paratory legislation (Dec.). A conference is had with Lord 
baltimore as to the boundary between Maryland and Penn- 
sylvania. 

The New Hampshire assembly, convened by Crant^eld (Nov.), 
declines to yield its liberties. 

1683. Cranfield, in anger, dissolves the assembly (Jan.), a novel pro- 

cedure which creates discontent Mason institutes lawsuits 

to collect his land-dues, but without avail. 
1683. Philadelphia founded (Jan.) ; the assembly meets there (Mar.); 

in Aug. there are only ** three or four little cottages." 
1683. The Duke of York grants to tlie Quaker assignees of Carteret 

a new deed of East New Jersey (Mar.) ; Robert Barclay is 

chosen governor for life ; his deputy is Qawen Laurie. 
1688. Lord Culpepper returns to Virginia and deprives the assembly 

of all control over the executive (May) ; tne council requeste 

the king to recall the grant to Culpepper and Arlington; 

Arlington assigns his share to Culpepper ; and the charter is 

declared void by process of law. 
1683. Sothel arrives in Northern Carolina and finds tranquillity re- 
stored, and the people prosperous ; he makes unjust exactions. 
1683. The proprietaries dismiss West from the governorship of 

Soutnem Carolina, on a charge of favoring the popular party. 

Morton is appointed his successor. 
1683. The Duke of York sends Thomas Dongan, a Papist, to New 

York as governor, with instructions to convene an assembly; 

it meets (17 Oct.), and passes a * Charter of Liberties," with 

toleration to all Christians. 
1688. A quo warranto is issued against the Massachusetts charter, 

and Randolph arrives in the colony with the writ (Oct.) ; the 

General Court makes an ineffectual protest. 
1688. . La Salle, leaving Tonti in command in ilUnois with instructions 

to descend the Mississippi and T!ieetYmxVfTc\K)XTA\A^<ii^)K^ 
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and sails for France (Nov.). The European population ofNe*^ 
Erance is about 10,000. 

1684 La Salle is made commandant of Louisiana (14 Ap.), axB-^ 
leaves Rochelle (July) with 4 ships and 280 colonists for tt»^ 
Mississippi. 

101^ In Pennsylvania a woman is tried as a witch, but liberate*^ 
(Feb.) ; a large European emigration takes place ; negro 
slavery is introduced ; Penn sails to England (13 Aug.) to 
settle his claim to Delaware as against Lord Baltimore's* 
His colony already numbers 7000 people. 

1684. In New Hampshire the contest between Governor Cranfield and 
the assembly culminates in rioting. 

1684. The charter of Massachusetts is declared conditionally for- 
feited (18 June) ; and the judgment is confirmed on the first 
day of Michaelmas term. The last meeting of the council of 
** The United Colonies of New England " (formed 1643) is held 
at Hartford (5 Sep.). 

1684 A small colony of Scotch Presbyterians under Lord Cardross 
settle at Beaufort (Port Royal, S. C). 

1684. Vii^inia is again made a royal province. Lord Howard of 
Effingham being appointed governor in place of Lord Cul- 
pepper. 

1684. Li view of an approaching war between the French and the 

Five Nations, the governors of New York and Virginia 
(Dongan and Lord Howard) and the agent of Massachusetts 
meet the Indian sachems at Albany (July), and renew their 
treaties of peace, extending from the St. Croix (Me.) to Albe- 
marle Sound (N. C). De la Barre, governor of Canada, witii 
1700 men, invades the country of the Onondagas in Western 
New York (Aug.), but his troops are wasted by disease, and 
he sues for and is granted a humihating peace. At the re- 
quest of Dongan, the Mohawks refuse to negotiate with him. 

1685. La Salle's expedition, by mistake, sails beyond the Mississippi 

(Jan.); it enters Matagorda Bay (Texas), where the store- 
ship is wrecked ; two ships return to France, leaving La 
. Salle with the other, and about 230 colonists ; he builds Fort 
St. Louis on the Bay (June), and starts (Nov.) on an unsuc- 
cessful canoe voyage in search of the Mississippi. De la Barre 
is superseded by Denonville as governor of (Janada. 

1685. Charles H. dies (6 Feb.) ; James H. succeeds ; he resolves to 
reduce all the colonies to direct dependence on the Crown. 
Lord Baltimore, leaving William Joseph as his deputy in 
Maryland, goes to England and appeals in vain ; liis chartered 
rights are despised. By direction of James, Dongan, gov- 
ernor of N. Y. levies arbitrary taxes without the consent of 
the assembly; six farmers of Easthamj)ton are arraigned 
before the council for protesting against his tyranny. 

1685. A copy of the judgment cancelling the charter of Massachu- 
setts arrives in Boston (July). 

1685. A large Scotch emigration to East New Jersey takes place. 

1685. Philaidelphia has already 600 houses ; a printing-press is set up. 
The Committee of Trade and Plantations decides in Penn's 
favor that Delaware is not a part of Maryland, a.nd tihe 
^ boundary is settled by cempTomiae. 
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1^* i.bout 1000 prisoners taken in Monmouth*s rebellion are sent 
to Virginia to be indented as servants for ten years ; the 
latter desig-n is not carried out ; in this way Virginia receives 
some useful citizens. 

1685. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes (22 Oct.) causes a large 

emigration of Huguenots to New England, New York, and 
especially to Southern Carolina ; they found a church at 
Charleston, and establish a colony on the San tee River (S. C). 
168.). The proprietaries appoint a collector of plantation-dues in 
Southern Carolina ; a new struggle ensues. The Navigation 
Acts are resisted. 

1686. La Salle, with 20 men, starts from Matagorda Bajr (Ap.) in 

search of gold mines in Northern Mexico ; on his return, 
finding his sliip wrecked, and only about 40 colonists left, he 
determines to make his way by land to Canada. 

1686. English tradere penetrate from New York Jis far as Mackinaw. 

1686. Joseph Dudley is made ** President" of the colonies from Nova 
Scotia to Narragansett Bay ; he arrives in Boston (Mav), and 
establishes arbitrary government. A quo warranto having 
been issued against tne chai*ter of Rhode Island, the colony 
appeals to the king for their chartered liberties (Maj^). Sir 
Edmund Andros is made governor of New England ; he lands 
at Boston (Dec.) ; estabUshes a still more arbitrary govern- 
ment ; requires the colonists to take out new grants for their 
lands, for which exorbitant fees are required ; and demands 
one of the meeting-houses for a church. He also demands 
the surrender of the Rhode Island charter. 

86. Virginia is governed despotically ; a perpetual revenue is ex- 
torted from the assembly ; no printing-press is allowed ; and 
the Navigation Acts are enforced. 

36. In Southern Carolina, Spaniards from Florida destroy the 
Scotch settlement at Beaufort ; some of the colonists return 
to Scotland, others mingle with the earlier settlers. James 
Colleton is appointed governor (Aug); a majority of the assem- 
bly refuse to acknowledge the "Grand Model" constitution 
(Nov.), and Colleton excludes them ; they protest against any 
legislation by the minority. 

36. Penn obtains from James IL the release of 1200 Quakers from 

English iails. 

37. La Salle, leaving 20 men at Fort St. Louis, staiis with 16 for 

Canada (Jan.); lie and his nephew are murdered by mutineers, 
Duhaut and L'Archev6que, on a branch of the Trinity River 
(20 Mar.) ; Duhaut and another mutineer are murdered in a 
quarrel over the spoils, and the six surviving conspirators 
loin tiie Indians. Joutel and six others (includmg La Salle's 
brother and nephew) make their way to the Mississippi, 
where, near the mouth of the Arkansas, they see a cross 
(24 July) erected by Tonti, who with a companion, had de- 
scended the river, and established a post ; Joutel ascends the 
river and finds a garrison at Fort St Louis on the Illinois. 
The 20 left at Fort St. Louis, Matagorda Bay, are nearly all 
killed by the Clamcoet Indians. 
17. Andros dissolves tha government of Rhode Island (Jan.) ; by 
an attack on Castine (Me.) gets into war wit^ the Lidianj& A 



Maine ; goM to ConnMiMoiit (81 Oot), and domands the sur- 
render of Hie charter ; it is hidden by William Wadsworth, 
of Hartford, in '* Charter Oak ; " Andros assumes the govern- 
ment and writes the word "Finis" to the records of the 
colony. Increase Mather goes to England to complain to 
the kmg of Andros*s arbitrary government. 

1687. The new assembly in Southern Carolina proves more intract- 
able than the old, and their "Standing Laws" are nega- 
tived by the Palatine Court. Colleton attempts to collect 
quit-rents on wild lands, insubordination ensues, the secretary 
is imprisoned, and the governor is defied. 

1687. James IL, through Dongan, governor of N. Y., still seeks to 
levy a tax on the commerce of both New Jerseys ; failing, 
he seeks by a gtto warranto to abrogate their charters. 

1687. Joseph Marest and another Jesuit visit the Sioux, west of 

Lake Superior. The French from Canada invade the country 
of the Senecas and erect Fort Niagara ; Dongan, governor of 
N. Y., tries in vain to mediate a peace between them. 

1688. Haaskouan, the Seneca chief, advances with 500 warriors, and 

dictates a peace to the French ; they abandon Fort Niagara, 
and all clami to the Indian territory south of Lake Ontario. 
A census of French America shows only 11,249 persons, 
about ^ the population of the English colonies. 

1688. The proprietaries of East New Jersey, to secure the soil, sur- 
render the jurisdiction (Ap.) ; the council of the proprietaries 
of West New Jersey surrenders the government (Ofct.) ; and 
both New Jerseys are added to New York. Andros, already 
governor of New England, is made governor of New York in 
place of Dongan, the whole colomes between Nova Scotia 
and the Delaware being united under him in one extensive 
despotism ; Francis Nicnolson is made his lieutenant-gov- 
ernor in New York and New Jersey. 

1688. William Joseph, Baltimore's administrator in Maryland, pre- 
scribes an oath of fideUty for the assembly ; it resists and is 
prorogued ; discontent increases. 

1688. The Virginia assembly proves refractory (Ap.), and is dis- 
solved ; the people resort to arms and threaten insuii*ec- 
tion, and Lord Howard, the governor, is compelled to prab- 
tise moderation. 

1688. The people of Northern Carolina, after bearing with Sothel for 
five years, depose him and sentence him to a year's exile. 

1688. A daughter of John Goodwin, of Boston (13 years old), charges 
an Insh laundress with theft, and failing in the accusation, 
pretends to be bewitched, and so revives the witch persecu- 
tion in Massachusetts ; Glover, the mother of the laundress, 
is condemned and executed as a witch. Cotton Mather 
preaches on the subject of witchci-af t, inciting the persecution. 

1688. James 11. is compelled to abdicate (11 Dec). 

1689. William IH. and Mary are proclaimed king and queen in Eng- 

land (13 Feb.). 
1689. Colleton, governor of Southern Carolina, calls out the militia 
and prodaims martial law, but the militia being the people, 
there are no troops to execute the martial law, and Colleton 
ia belplesa, . .. _ 
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.689L News of the Eu^lish revolution reaches Boston (A Ap.)» and 
leads to revolution in nearly all tlie colonies. In i^ew Hamp' 
shire a convention is held which organizes a ^ovemmenl} ; 
at its second session it reunites the province with Mass. In 
MasstichusettSy the colonists, under ureen, imprison Andros, 
6eorge (commander of the frigate Base), and the royal 
sheriff (18 Ap.) ; the old msigistrates are reinstated ; and a 
convention meets (May) which urges the restoration of the 
charter ; the council refuses consent to the operations of the 
revolutionists and permits only a compromise ; WiUiam O., 
on a petition presented to him bv Increase Mather (Mar.), 
had recalled Andros. In Plynwuth colony, Nathaniel Clark, 
Andros*s agent, is imprisoned (33 Ap.) ; Thomas Hinckley, 
the former governor, resumes office ; and the constitution of 
the Mayflower Pilgrims is renewed. In Rhode Island, the 
charter is revived, the officers displaced by Andros are re- 
stored (1 May), except Walter Clark, the former governor, 
who wavers, and the colony is without a governor for some 
.time. In Connecticut , the government of Andros is removed. 
Governor Treat resumes office, the charter is restored, and 
an assembly is convened (Ma^) ; Suffolk Co., L. L, is again 
joined to Connecticut. In New York, a "Committee of 
Safety" reorganizes the government ; entrusts Jacob Leisler 
with the command of the fort (June); expels Andros's 
deputy, Nicholson (Aug.) ; and makes Leislei* tempoi*ary 
governor : members of Andres's government, after fruitless 
opposition, retire to Albany, proclaim allegiance to William 
lU., and disregard Leisler s authority: letters from William 
in. to Nicholson or, ** in his absence," to ** the preservers of 
peace and oi*der in New York," reach New York (Dec), and, 
Nicholson being absent, Leisler interprets them as the royal 
sanction of his authority. In New Jersey, the government 
simply falls with Andros (June) ; the sovereignty is merged 
in the crown ; no new governor is appointed ; and the prov- 
ince remains without one till 1693. In Maryland, as the 
deputies of Lord Baltimore hesitate to proclaim William and 
Mary, an armed association of Protestants is formed under 
John Coode (Ap.), which assumes the government; annuls 
his authority, but leaves him his property ; and overcomes 
his representatives, who consent to the exclusion of Papists 
from office. The revolution in New England excites alarm 
in England, as indicating a daring spirit. 
The total population of the colonies at this date was about 
300,000, as follows : Massachusetts (including Maine and 
Plymouth), 44,000 ; New Hampshire, 6000 ; Rhode Island 
and Providence, 6000 ; Connecticut, 19,000 ; New York, 
20,000 ; New Jersey, 10,000 ; Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
13,000 ; Maryland, 35,000 ; Virginia, 50,000 ; Carolina (as far 
as Florida), 8000. 

1689. Black well, deputy-governor of Pennsylvania, resigns, and 
Penn makes the elected council his deputy. Jealousies 
spring up in Delaware against Penn's jurisdiction. 

1889. France declares war against England (June), ** King William's 
War ; " it lasts till 1697. At the instigatiou of Baron de St. 
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Castin, the Indians in Maine, in revenge for the injury doH^ 
^em in 1676, massacre 23 people (including Major waldroi^V 
and capture 29, at Cocheco (Dover), N. H. (27 June) ; India-H^ 
from the Penobscot take Pemaquid (Bristol) Fort (Aug*-)- 
The Iroquois capture Montreal (25 Aug.); New England 
makes at Albany a treaty of alliance with the Mohawl^^ 
^ep.). Frontenac returns to Canada as governor in place oi 
Denonville (Oct.). Spain renews the Assiento Treaty for tli^ 
exportation of §laves to Spanish America. 

1689. Mason sells New Hampshire to Samuel Allen, of London. 

1689. The prisoners from Monmouth's army, sent to Virginia itf- 
1685, are pardoned (Dec). 

1689. Cotton Mather, of Boston, publishes in London his "Memo- 

rable Providences relating to Witchcraft and Possessions." 

1690. Frontenac resolves to make a triple descent into the English 

provinces. A party of French and Indians, including D'lber- 
ville, from Montreal, captures Schenectady (8 Feb.) and mas- 
sacres 60 persons, including 17 children. A partv from 
Three Rivers, under Hertel, bums Salmon Falls village on 
the Piscataqua (Mar.) ; and being reinforced from Quebec 
and by St. Castin, successfully attacks the fort and settle- 
ment on Casco Bay (Falmouth) in Ap. At the invitation of 
the General Court of Massachusetts a congress of delegates 
from the colonies as far as Maryland is held at New York (1 
May), and resolves to attempt the conquest of Canada and 
Acadia. Divided coimsels frustrate the projected land attack 
on Canada ; that b^ sea fails through the incompetence of 
its commander. Sir William Phipps. who, on reacliing 
Quebec (16 Oct.), finding the enemy prepared, turns back. 
Massachusetts issues Bills of Credit. 
*1690. Nicholson, ex-deputy-governor of New York, is made governor 
of Virginia. 

1690. The assembly of Southern Carolina proclaims William and 
Mary, and disfranchises and banishes the governor, Colleton ; 
the proprietaries are allowed their possessions. Seth Sothel 
comes from Northern Carolina, and usurps the government. 

1690. The Rhode Island assembly elects Henry Bull governor, and 
organizes a new government. 

1690. The refugees from New York at Albany yield to Leisler : an 
assembly convened at New York organizes the government. 

1690. Judges ELolt and Pollexfen hold that negroes are "merchan- 
dise " within the Navigation Act, and that aliens are conse- 
quently by that Act excluded from trading in them. 

1690. Capt De Leon, a Spaniard, establishes the mission of San 

Francisco, on the site of Fort St Louis, Matagorda Bay, 
Texas. A Spanish governor is appointed in 1691. 

1691. Sloughter arrives in New York from England as ro^^al gov- 

ernor (19 Mar ) ; he orders the arrest of Leisler and his coun- 
cil of seven ; they are found guilty of high treason ; 6 are 
reprieved, but Leisler and Milborne (his son-in-law), with the 
r approval of the council and assembly, are executed (16 May) 

f Wnliam m. subsequently restored to their families the 



/ estates of the two men thus judicially murdered. Slought€^ 

makes a treaty of alliance wiui the Five Nations ; he dies 
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1691. Delaware secedes from Pennsylvania ; Penn rec'Ognizes the 
secession, and appoints Markham deputy-governor of Dela- 
ware (Ap.)i 

1691. Tlie assembly of Southern Carolina grants rewards for new 
methods of cleaning rice, wliich had been introduced from 
Madagascar at an early date. 

1691. William III. makes Maryland a royal province (June). 

J 691. Peter Schuyler, of Albany, gams some successes at the French 
settlements on the Sorel (July) ; the French i*ecover Port 
Royal, N. S. 

li)91. William III. offers a new charter to Massac^hu^etts, but it 
reserves such power to the Crown that Cooke, the colonial 
envoy, declines it (Oct.). 

1691. New Hampshire is again separated from Massachusetts, and 

made a royal province ; Samuel Allen, Mason's assignee, is 
made royal governor, and liis son-in-law, Usher, of Boston, 
deputy-governor. 

1692. Tlie Fnjiuh and Indians take York (Maine), and kill or capture 

the inhabitants (Jan.); the English restore Foi-t Pemaquid 
(Bristol) ; they make peace with the Abenakis, but in less 
llian a year the Jesuits again incite the Indians to war. 
Rasles, tlie Jesuit missionary, leaves Maine and winters at 
Mackinaw. 

1692. William III. gi-ants a new charter to Massachusetts, including 
Plymouth, the Elizabeth Islands, and the country as far as 
the St. Lawrence, except New Hampshire, wliich is made a 
royal province. Sir William Phipi)s arrives in Boston with 
the charter, as governor (14 May) ; William Stoughton is 
made deputy-governor. The witch persecution rages at Sa- 
lem, now Dan vera Centre (Feb. -Oct.) ; 20 men and women are 
put to death, and 55 are tortured or terrified into confession ; 
Stoughton acts as judge of the wftch tribunal. The General 
Court abolishes the special court for trying witches, adopts 
the En<^lish law, and establishes a tribunal for their trial by 
public Taw (Oct.). 

1692. Usher organizes the government of New Hampshire. The his- 
toi-y of N. H. for 25 yeans is a record of lawsuits about land. 

1692. Sir Edmund Andros is made governor of Virginia (July) in 
place of Nicholson ; he remains till 1698. 

1692. Sir Lionel Copley arrives in Maryland as royal governor ; he 
convenes an assembly which establishes the Church of Eng- 
land, to be supported by general taxation. 

1692. The proprietaries of East New Jersey appoint Andrew Hamil- 
ton goveraor ; he ** serves the people acceptably " till 1698. 

1692. Col. Benjamin Fletcher is maae governor of New York in 
place of Sloughter ; the design is revived of extending N. Y. 
from the Connecticut River to Delaware Bay. N. Y. petitions 
the king that the other colonies should contribute to its de- 
fence against the French and Indians. William lU. claims 
command of the mihtia as a part of the royal prerogative, 
and confers thaA of New Jersey and Connecticut on Fletcher. 
Penn, accused of being hostile to the English revolution, is 
deprived of the proprietorship of Pennsylvania, which is mftdo 
9 royal provjoce, wjtb netcner a3 gov^mw^ 
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1693. Fletcher reunites Delaware with Pennsylvania (Ap.); t^lio 
united assembly insists on the charter and code of ]a»^^^ 
(May) ; Fletcher tries in vain to compromise, and from thiB 
time the assembly exercises the right of originating its bills- 
Fletcher goes to Hartford, Conn., to assume command of the 
miUtia (26 Oct.) ; their captain, William Wads worth, refuses 
to yiela it, and Fletcher, daunted, returns to N. y! Tho 
N. Y. assembly partly establishes the Church of England ; the 
most northerly colony which did so. 

1693. The insurrectionary movement in Southern Carolina comes tc^ 
an end ; Philip Lud well, on behalf of the proprietaries, investi^ 
gates the grievances of the colonists ; and the proprietaries 
abohsh the "Grand Model," and grant the request of the 
colonists to be governed by the charter (Ap.). Lud well is 
made governor in place of Sothel. The negroes of the colony 
are to the whites as 11 to 6. 

1693. The French and Indians, under Villieu, capture the village at 
Oyster River, N. H., and kill or captm'e 94. The Frendi in- 
vade the Mohawk country, and obtain thi'ee successes ; but 
Schuyler, of Albany, attacks them and liberates many cap- 
tives. 

1693. At Salem a reaction sets in against the witch persecution ; the 
grand jury finds bills against 26, but all are acquitted except 
3, and these are reprieved ; Rev. S. Parris, the originator of 
the persecution, is driven from Salem. 

1693. The College of William and Mary founded near Williamsburg, 
Va. ; the second in the U. S. 

1693. Rasles goes from Mackinaw to Illinois for two years as a mis- 
sionary. 

1693. The Spanish settlements in Texas are abandoned ; other settle* 

mente are made subsequently, and called the New Philippines. 

1694. Fletcher and Phipps, governors of N. Y. and Mass., renew the 

treaty with the Five Nations. 

1694. Wilham m. decides that the ordinary control of the militia in 

Connecticut and Rhode Island belongs to their governments. 
Penn, having established his innocence, is restored by royal 
patent as proprietaiy of Pennsylvania (Aug.). 

1694 Nicholson is made governor of Maryland in place of Copley ; 
the seat of government is removed from St. Marys to Provi- 
dence (thenceforth called Annapolis). 

1694 The proprietaries appoint John Archdale (a Quaker) governor 
of Southern Carolina ; he governs with wise liberaUty so that 
Scotch and other settlers are attracted thither. 

1694 Queen Mary dies (28 Dec.) ; WiUiam IH. becomes sole monarch. 

1695. Penn makes Markham deputy-governor of Pennsylvania and 

Delaware (Mar.) ; the assemoly refuses supplies till its privi- 
leges are granted (Sep.) ; Markham dissolves it. 
1695. The English Council of Trade and Plantations is re-established, 
^t was finally abolished 1782.) All colonies north of Carolina 
are directed to furnish quotas for the defence of New York or 
for an attack on Canada ; Maryland and other provinces con- 
sent, but some openly disregard the ordinance, and it is never 
enforced. The attainder of Leisler and Milborne is revers^ 

aii4ctpf tJi^Pri148b?wUwx^tvV ^ 
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A Public Post is established to send letters between Philadel- 
phia and the Potomac eight times a year. 
Rasles retmns from Illinois to the Kennebec, Maine. 
The French make their last invasion against the Five Nations 
in Western N. Y., and return to Montreal. D'Iberville and 
St. Castin capture Fort Pemaquid (Bristol), Maine (Aug.). 
1696. New England men emigrate to Southern Cai*olina, attracted by 
its prosperit^^ under Archdale. He returns to England, and 
John Blake is appointed his successor. 
1696. The Pennsylvania-Delaware assembly establishes a popular 

government. 
1696, Colonial airaii*s are entrusted to the Board of Trade and Plan- 
tations. 

1696. Don Andres de Arriola, with 800 Spaniards from Vera Cruz, 
builds a fort, church, and some houses atPensacola Bay, Fla. 

1697. Hannah Dustin, of Haverhill, Mass., and her nurse and a boy, 
being taken prisoners to Concord by the Indians, kill 10 of 
them at night and escape in a canoe (Mar.). 

1697, The assembly of Southern Carolina, enfi-anchises the Hugue- 
nots ; all Christians are tolerated except Papists. 
Penn proposes to the Board of Trade an annual congress of 
20 members, chosen by the colonial legislatm-es, to regulate 
commerce ; the proposal falls through. 

1697, The Peace of Ryswick signed between England and France 

r20 So|).). 

1698. Tne New York assembly is confirmed by Act of Parliament. 

The Earl of Bellamont arrives in New York(Ap.) as governor 
of all New York and New England, except Connecticut and 
Rhode Island ; he administers well ; the Acts of Trade are 
evaded. 
1698, In East New Jersey a strife about land-titles and quit-rents 
arises between the proprietaries and the assembly ; the Lords 
of Trade claim New Jersey as a royal province, and the pro- 
prietaries resolve to resign their claims to jurisdiction. 

1698. A branch of the Shawnees from Carohna, offended at the 

French, settles at Conestogo (Lancaster Co., Pa.); others 
follow. 
Louis XrV. grants to Lemoine D'Iberville a commission to es- 
tabhsh direct intercourse between France and Louisiana ; he 
sails with 4 ships, 200 emigrants, and a company of marines, 
for the Mississippi (17 Oct.). 

1699, He arrives off Florida (Jan.); erects huts on Ship Island (Miss.); 

discovers the Pascagoula River (Feb.) ; enters the Mississippi 
(2 Mar.), finds a letter written in 1684 by Tonti to La Salle 
safely preserved by the Indians; returns to the Gulf and 
founds Biloxi (May), and thus begins the State of Mississippi. 
He returns to France, leaving his brothers Sauvolle and Bien- 
ville in command. Bienville explores the forks of the Missis- 
sippi, and descending the river (Sep.) meets at a point since 
csdted ** English Turn" an Enghsh ship of 16 guns, which, 
finding the French in prior occupation, turns back. 
Qabriel Marest, a Jesmt from Canada, joins the French mis* 
sion at Kaskaskia (Dl.). 
IM, New Hampshire witnesses scenes of oonio&ioii toT yoasa* 
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1699. Penn returns to Pennsylvania (Nov.). 

1699. Bellamont arrests Captain Kid at Boston, for pijucy, an 

him to England. 

1700. D'Iberville returns to the Mississippi and erects a fort 

mouth (Jan.), which is soon abandoned. Tonti al 
Rock Foi-t (111.) and descends tlie Mississippi (Feb.) " 
Canadians. D'lberville, after selecting a site for Fort 
(now Natchez), returns to Fixince. Le Sueur ascends 1 
sissippi (A p.) and the St. Peter's (now the Minnesota 
as the confluence of the Blue Earth. 

1700. Peace is ratified at ]\Iontreal between the French and t 
Nations, except the Mohawks. 

1700. The New York asseinbly passes a law for hanging ev- 
pish priest who comes into the province — an outcom 
mtensity of the feeling of the colonists against the Jes 
inciting the Indians to war. 

1700. Pennsylvania surrenders its constitution, and the pec 
authorized to fi*ame another. Penn receives the Shaw 
Conestcgo as part of the people of Pennsylvania, a: 
scatter along tlie upper branches of the Susquehann 
Delaw^are; his attempt to legalize marriage amonf 
slaves is defeated ; he gTants a cliarter to Philadel 
Oct.). 

1700. Yale College founded at Say brook, Conn. (11 Nov.) ; ch 

(9 Oct., 1701). 
1701 The seat of government in Connecticut is settled to be c 
ford and New Haven alternately, an arrangement whi 
tinned till 1873. 

1701. The Lords of Trade declare that ** the independency tl 

nies thirst after is now notorious," and a Bill is inti 
into the House of Commons to abrogate all the < 
charters (June). 

1701. La Motte Cadillac, with 100 French, founds Detroit 
and erects a fort. 

1701. James II. dies at St. Germain, in France (6 Aug.) ; Lou 
recognizes his son, the Pretender, as lung of Great 
and Ireland. 

1701. Strife takes place in the Pennsylvania-Delaware assen 
tween the delegutes of the two sections (Aug.) ; the a$ 
perfects the constitution ; Penn pi'ovides for the sep 
of the two provinces, and goes to England to prev 
threatened abrogation of the colonial charter. 

1701. Boston instructs its representatives ** to put a period to : 
being slaves." Governor Bellamont dies. 

1701. Bilious fever kills many French at Biloxi ; SauvoUe die 

ing Bienville in command ; Le Sueur returns from the 
Mississippi with copper ore ; D'Iberville arrives wit 
colonists and finds only 150 alive. 

1702. The chief French iovi, in Louisiana is tmnsf erred fronr 

to Mobile, the first European settlement in Alabama ; 
ville leaves, his health being broken by yellow fev 
only about 80 families reiviain in Louisiana. 
1702. WiUiamin. dies (8 Mar.); Anne succeeds. England c 
war against France and Spain (15 May), tlie "War 
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I Spanish Succession ; ^ k lasts till 1713. Lord Cornbury is 

[ made governor of New York and New Jersey as successor to 

f Bellamont ; he is instructed " to give due encouragement to 

merchants, and in particular to the royal African Co. of Eng« 
land," the principal slave-trading company. Joseph Dudley 
is made governor of Massachusetts ; he holds office tiU 1715. 
1708. Tiie proprietaries surrender East New Jersey to the Crown, and 
the two New Jerseys are united into one royal province with 
a despotic constitution, under Lord Cornbury as governor. 
1703. The Maryland assembly establislies episcopacy, but adopts the 
English Acts of Toleration ; only Roman Cathohcs are ex- 
posed to persecution. 

1702, Pennsylvania convenes a legislatiu'e separate from Delaware ; 
the two provinces are never reunited, but they have the 
same governor till 1782. 

1703. James Moore, governor of Southern Carolina, makes an unsuc- 
cessful attack on Fort St. Augustine, Fla. (Sep.) ; the prov- 
ince issues Bills of Credit for £6000, the first fruits of the 
wai' being debt and paper-monev. 

1703. French Canadians descend the Wa])ash, and found an Indian 
mission on the present site of Vincennes (Ind.). 

1703. The New York assembly grants £1500 to fortify tlie Narrows 
(Ap.), which Lortl Cornbury embezzles. 

1703. The Abenakis meet Dudle3', governor of Massachusetts, at 
Casco (June), and pi'ofess neutrality, but war breaks out in 
six weelcs, and the French and Indians attack every garrison 
from Casco to Wells. 

1703. Northern Carolina, 70 years after its settlement, is still almost 
without a government or religion ; the first permanent clergy- 
man is appointed this year. 

1701 The proprietaries instruct Robert Daniel, governor of Northern 
Carolina, to establisli the Church of England ; the legislature 
accedes, and prescribes an official oath ; these laws cannot be 
enforced, the Quakers being foremost in opposition. 

1701 The Indians, under Hertel de Rouville, burn Deerf eld, Mass., 
kill 47, and take 112 prisoners (1 Mar. ). 

1701 The Boston News-LetteVy the earliest newspaper in America, 
flrst published (24 A p.). 

1701 Lord Cornbury governs New Yoik and New Jeraey despoti- 
cally ; prevents minister preaching without a license ; dis- 
solves the N. J. assembly twite before 1707, and the N. Y. 
assembly twice before Aug., 1708. 

1701 The High Church party in Southern Carolina obtains political 
power, and disfranchises dissenters (two-thirds of the popula- 
tion), who, being refused justice by the proprietades, appeal 
to the Ilouse of Lords. 

1705. A force from Miussachusetts burns Rasles's Indian settlement 
at Noriidgewock, Me. 

1705. In Northern Carolina the first church is erected ; the governor- 
ship becomes vacant ; anarchy supervenes, with dissensions 
between Quakers and other dissenters, on the one side, and 
churc^unen and royalists on the other. 

1705. Moore, governor of Southern Carolina, traverses Oeor^a, and 
defeatB the Spaniards and Indians (15 Dec^ oii >i)tift Qcn^ V;:i;i^»x 
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St, Mark's, Fla.), thus separating the Spaniards at S1 

tine from their alUes, the French, in Louisiana, ai 

lishing Britain's claim to Georgia. 
1706. D'Iberville dies at Havana. 
1706. A French squadron attacks Charleston (S. C), but is I 

witli a loss of 300 killed or taken. 

1706. The Lords of Trade and Plantations, on an address 

House of Lords to the Queen, declare that the pro] 
of Carolina have forfeited their charter, and the i: 
acts of the assembly of Southern Carolina are declai 
the assenibl3' repeals them (Nov.), but establishes th 
of England. Tlie colony swarms with negro slaves ; 
rice is now the best in the world ; a large fur-trad 
with the interior, tradei*s penetrating 1000 miles ink 

1707. The assembly of New Jersey accuses Lord Cornbury < 

ing bribes (Ap.), anil rebukes his despotism. 

1707. At the instance of Governor Dudley, a fleet from B 

tempts to capture Port Royal, N. 'S. ; it is unsucces 
the failure produces debt, paper-money, and discont< 

1708. A committee of the House of Commons reports that ** 1 

trade Is important, and ought to be free." 

1708. The New York avssembly asseris its rights (Aug.) ; L( 

bury submits to its reproof ; he is removed from o 
Lord Lovelace is appointed his successor. 

1709. Lovelace demands a permanent revenue ; the assen 

grant only an annual one. 

1709. The Frencn and Algonquins, under Des Chaillons an 

de Rouville, destroy naverhill, Mass. (30 Aug.); Sam 
rescues several captives ; bounties of from £10 tc 
offered for Indian scalps. New York, Connecticut, ; 
Jersey first issue Bills of Credit to cover war expense 

1710. Col. Spotswood is made governor of Vii-ginia, in place 
1710. Robert Hunter, successor to Lovelace as governor 

York and New Jei^e^^ ariives in New York (May) 
for three yeare to carry out the instructions of the 
Ti-ade in opposition to tlie colonists, and finally adoj 
icy of concession. 
1710. The proprietaries send Edward Hyde to Northern Ca 
governor in place of Cary, who*^then incites a rebel 
attacks Edenton, but is repulsed ; affairs grow wc 
Hyde summons Spotswood, governor of Virginia, to 
1710. The population of Maryland is over 30,000, including i 
1710. The English South Sea Co. is incorporated. 

1710. A colonial and English fleet, under Nicholson, sails fi 

ton (Sep.), and captures Port Royal, Acadia, and chi 
name to Annapolis, in honor of the queen. 
1711 A committee of the House of Commons re])oi'ts tl 
plantations ought to be supplied with negroes at re 
rates," and recommends the increase of the trade. 

1711. A French fort is established at Mobile. 

1711. Yale College is removed from Saybrook to New Have 

1711. An Anglo-colonial expedition or 15 ships, 40 transp 

10,000 or 13,000 men, under Sir Hovenden Walker j 

leaves Boston (30 July) lor Quebec toY the conqiies 
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ada ; through mismanagement, 8 ships are wrecked (St Aug.) 
on 'Eg^ Islands, north of the mouth of the St. Lawrence, 884 
. men being drowned, and the expedition returns. 

1. The rebellion in Northern Carolina is suppressed with the aid 

of regular troops from Virginia. The proprietaries assign 
lands of the Tuscaroi^as in Northern CaroUna to Swiss and 
German fugitives (Palatines) from the Neckar and Rhine ; 
the Swiss found New Berne, on the Neuse ; De Graffenried, 
agent for the exiles, and Lawson are captured by the Indians 
on the Neuse (Sep.) ; Lawson is burnt, De Graffenried is 
allowed to return after 5 weeks ; Tuscaroras and Corees mas- 
sacre the Huguenots at Bath, on Pamlico Sound, and destroy 
and massacre at other settlements on the Roanoke, and on 
Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds (22-25 Sep.) ; Barnwell, from 
Southern Carolina, unsuccessfully besieges the Indian fort on 
the Neuse (now Craven Co.), and peace is signed ; the troops 
from Southern Carolina violate the treaty, and the massacres 
on the Neuse are renewed. 

2. Yellow fever rages in Northern Carolina ; Spotswood, gover- 

nor of Virginia, succeeds in dividing the Tuscaroras. 

8. The Indians besiege Detroit, but are repulsed by the French. 

2. To a petition to emancipate the negroes, the Pennsylvania 
assembly replies that "it was neither just nor convenient to 
set them at liberty." Southern Carolina, following the ex- 
ample set by Virginia in 1667, removes an obstacle to the 
conversion of negroes by resolving that baptism is not in- 
consistent with slavery. Queen Anne boasts, in a speech to 
Parliament, of success in securing to England, through the 
promised assignment of the Assiento, a new slave-market in 
Spanish America (June). 

2. Louis XTV. grants to Antoine Crozat a monopoly of the 

Louisiana trade (Sep.) ; La Motte Cadillac, who supersedes 
BienviUe as governor, becomes his partner, Bienville being 
retained as lieut. -governor. There are only 28 French fam- 
ilies in the whole colony. 

3. Moore, governor of Southern Carohna, arrives in Northern 

Carolina, and captures an Indian fort on the Neuse (in Green 
Co.) with 800 prisoners (Mar.) ; the assembly of Northern 
Carolina, under a new governor, issues Bills of Credit for 
£8000 (May) ; the Indians are chased to the swamps of Hyde 
Co., and the prisoners are sold as slaves. The hostile part of 
the Tuscaroras migrate to N. Y., and are received by the 
Five Nations as a sixth. 
3. The Peace of Utrecht is signed between England, France, and 
Spain (11 Ap.) ; France cedes to Britain Acadia, Hudson 
Bay and its borders, and Newfoundland, and admits Britain's 
supremacy in the American fisheries ; the Assiento Treaty is 
transferred to England, which undertakes to carry to the 
Spanish West Indies 4800 negroes a year for 30 years, paying 
on 4000 a duty of |33.33 per head, and for all over 4000 a 
duty of $16.67 a head; during the 30 years not far from 
80,000 are taken from Africa by the English annually, as 
against 15,000 a year for the previous 20 years. The popu- 
teliop of tbe JSnglisJi cploi^ies is aibowt Afi^^Wi. ^<^tx wfR 
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the surrender of Acadia, the French occupy Cape Bre 

French i>oHHeHftion. 
1718. The new oflk^rs of Louisiana land at Dauphine Isla 

(Miky) ; t[ie Spaniards prohibit all trade with Flor 

JAaxUio. 
1718. The H^m.men of Connecticut do not number over 120. 
1714* The ex(>enditure in Northern Carolina is £900 a y< 

rev<inue from land-sales and quit-rents is only £169, < 

£21 for ea<jh i)roprietar3% 
1714* The French build and garrison Fort Toulouse, at the ; 

of Uie Coosa and Tallapoosa, Ala. The Choctas, in 

Hienville, drive the English from the Chocta villages 

Totnbecbce, Ala. 
1714. Queen Anne dies (1 Aug.) ; George I. succeeds. 

1714. The population of the American colonies is about 435,0 
1716. The Yamasspes, incited by the Spaniards, massacre 

nists (15 Ap.) at Pocotaligo (S. C.) and threaten Cha 
hut the colonists, under Charles Craven, the governo 
them on the Salke-hatchie, and they retire to Florida 
ern Carolina had lost about 400 mhabitants. The 
the neglect and arbitrary conduct of tlie proprietar 
to a revolution, and the colonists determine to gover 
selves. 

1716. Tlie Indian allies of the Tuscaroras are established as 
settlement in Hyde Co. (N. C); the laws of the first a 
of Northern Carolina, passed in 1669, are re-ena<5ted. 

1716. Maryland is restored to the proprietary ; its staple is 1 
with hemp and flax ; linen and woollen manufacti 
attempted; it has more white '* servants" than ai 
province ; their price is from £12 to £30 each. The as 
m imitation of Virginia and Southern Carolina, ena 
baptism is not inconsistent with slavery. 

i716. The proprietaries of New Hampshire abandon their < 
the province in despair ; the colonists gain their lar 
waste domain reverts to the Crown. 

1715. Louis XIV. dies (1 Sep.) ; Louis XV. succeeds. 

1715. The Marcjuis de Aguayo is made governor-general of 1 

Philippines, as the Spanish colonies in Texas we 
called. 

1716. Bienville chants the calumet with the Natchez, and 

Fort Rosalie (now Natchez, Miss.). 

1716. A Public Bank is established in Massachusetts. Samu< 
is appointed governor of the province ; the General C 
extends its jurisdiction over Maine as far as the St 
and restores Fort Pemaquid (Bristol), east of the Ke 
The Abenakis had claimed the territory between the £ 
and the Kennebec, on which river Rasles had gather* 
lage of converts (Nonidgewock), and being alarmec 
claim of Massachusetts, apply to Vaudreuil, gove 
Canada, who tells them the treaty (of Utrecht) says 
about their lands, whereupon they resist the claim oi 
ehusetts. 

J7270 Massachusetts fails in an attempt to establish an Xodi 

ejQn m Mmne, tQ riv«l th9.t Qt 'SM^^ 
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*« 1717. A proposal is made in England to plant a new colony south of 
(Jarolina. 

1717. Crozat surrenders the charter of Louisiana, and the territory is 
transferred (Sep.) to John Law's MiJ^sissippi Co., " the Com- 
pany of the West," for trading with the Mississippi, China, 
and India ; the colony numbers only 700, including the French 
troops and the negroes. 

1718. Bienville is made governor of Louisiana, in place of Cadillac ; 
he selects the site of New Orleans (June) ; the Mississippi Co. 
sends out a colony of 800 emigrants, wiiich anchors at Dau- 
phine Island (35 Aug.), enters the Mississippi, and founds New 
Orleans. After 3 yeai-s the settlement has only 200 inhab- 
itants encamped among the cane-brakes. 

1718. War is declared between France and Spain ; it lasts till 1721. 

' 1719. De Serigny, from France, captures Fort Pensacola, Fla. (May) ; 
the Spaniards recover it within 40 daj's, and attack £he 
French posts on Dauphine Island and at Mobile ; the French 
recapture Fort Pensacola (Sep.); La Harpe claims Texas as a 
part of Louisiana. 

1719. The capital of the South Sea Co. is increased. 
1719. Hunter, governor of New York and New Jeraey, returns to 

England ; his authority devolves on Peter Schuyler. 
1719. The first newspaper in Philadelphia is started. 

1719. The revolution in Southern Carolina, impending since 1715, 
takes place (Nov.) ; the assembly resolves to have nothing 
more to do with the proprietaries, asks Robert Johnson, the 
governor, to hold office for the king, and on his refusal, elects 
James Moore governor, and dismisses the officers acting 
under the ** Grand Model " constitution. 

1720. The Lords of the Regency declare that the proprietaries of 
Carohna have forfeited their charter, and Francis Nicholson 
(ex-governor of Virginia, etc.) is appointed provisional royal 
governor of Southern Carolina. 

1730. wilUara Burnet, a son of Bishop Burnet, is made governor of 
New York and New Jersey, in place of Hunter. 

1720. The suggestion to plant a colony south of Carolina is revived. 

1730. A Congregational Church is founded at Newport, R. I. 

1720. The French begin to erect Fort Louisburg, Cape Breton. 

1720. The South Sea and Mississippi Bubble Co.s burst, and produce 
widespread ruin. 

1720. Jamaica becomes the centre of a large smugghng trade with 
the Spanish colonies. 

1721. Nicholson's first act in Southern Carolina is to make peace 
with tlie Cherokees and Creeks ; the hunting-grounds of the 
latter are agreed to extend north to the Savannah ; the Eng- 
lish maintain a fort at the forks of the Alatamaha (Ga.) ; the 
Spaniards protest. 

1721. Joncaire and a party of Frenchmen (including a son of De 
Lon^ueil, governor of Canada) attempt a settlement at 
Lewiston, N. Y. (May). Peace between France and Spain ; 
Fort Pensacola reverts to Spain ; Bienville removes the 
French headquarters from New Orleans back to Biloxi. 

173L Seyeral M. P.s in England are expelled for having been mem« 
bers pf Hie South Seia> Co. 



-'*-. 



J- v.. 



98 Hisiory of the United Stales. 

1731. Bernard de la Harpe attempts to plant a French colony near 
Matagorda Bay, Texas, about this date ; the Spaniards erect ft 
fort as evidence of their claim. 

1721. Virginia, dismayed at the increase of negroes, imposes a tas 

on their importation about this date. 
1731. The government of Massachusetts having seized several Abe- 
naki chiefs in Maine as hostages, the Abenakis demand tha^ 
their territory shall be evacuated, and the chiefs restored ; tii< 
colonists, hoVever, also seize the young Baron St Castin 
a half-breed. Tlie Courant is started in Boston by Jame 
Franklin, an elder brother of Benjamin (Aug.). 

1722. Burnet, governor of New York and New Jersey, establishes ; 

commercial post at Oswego. Daniel Coxe, of New Jerscj 

broaches a plan similar to Penn's in 1697, to hold a colonic 

congress to regulate commerce. 
1722. The governors of Pennsylvania and Virginia make a treat 

with the Iroquois at Albany. 
1722. The first court-house is erected in Northern Carohna. 

1722. Westbrook attacks Norridgewock, Me. (Jan.), and, the IndiaX 

being absent, seizes Rasles's papers, including his dictionaJ 
of the Abenaki language (now in the hbrary of Harvard 
The Indians retaliate by burning Brunswick, Me. ; the Masss 
chusetts government offers £15 for each Indian scalp, afte 
wards £100, and formally declares war against the Indians < 
Maine and New Hampshire (July), " Love well's War." Tt 
Courant gives offence to the clergy, and the Council * 
Massachusetts resolves to appoint a censor (July), but fcl 
General Court refuses its concurrence. 
1728. Westbrook burns the Indian settlement on the Penobscot> 
Mar.), probably at Oldtown or Orono, above Bangor; tJ 
Indians attack Dover, N. H. 

1723. Bienville transfere liis headquarters back to New Orlea*' 

(Aug.). 

1723. James Franklin is imprisoned for one month for injurious 

reflecting on the clergy in the Courant, Benjamin (17 yeiJ 
old) leaves Boston (Oct.) for New York, but not finding wc^ 
goes to Philadelphia and establishes a printing-press. 
1724 The Indians again attack Dover, N. H. ; a force from Mass 
chusetts attacks Norridgewock, Maine (23 Aug.), Rasles 
killed, and the influence of the French with the Maine IndiaJ 
is destroyed. The Massachusetts government establishes Fo 
Dummer, on the Connecticut (now Bi-attleboro, Vt.) ; it wi 
supposed to be within the hraits of Massachusetts. 

1724. The Delawares migrate to the branches of the Ohio about thi 

date. 

1725. The New York Gazette, a weekly, is first published ; the firs 

newspaper in New York. 

1725. John Lovewell, who had obtained two successes over th 

Maine Indians, falls into an ambush on Battle Brook, ne£ 
Lake Lovewell (in Fryeburg, Me.), and is killed (6 May). 

1726. Many thousand Germans (Palatines) had settled in P'ennsy 

vania prior to this date. 
i7I86. G^eo^ge I. * * explains " the charter of Massachusetts ; his ai 
Jfi held to require the a^sseut of the colony, which is giveu. 



Sistary 0/ the Wnted States. 59 

1726. The ** interfering interest of the African Co." obtains the re- 
peal of the Virginia law taxing the importation of negroes. 

1736. The Maine Indians make peace, and the eastern boundary of 
New England is established at the St. Croix (Aug.). 

1726. The French build Fort Niagara. Governor Burnet makes at 

Albany a treaty with the Indians (Sep.), who cede to him a 
belt of land 60 miles wide south of Lakes Ontario and Erie, 
from Oswego to Cleveland, as well as the country west and 
north of Lake Erie, and north of Lake Ontario. 

1727. George I. dies (11 June) ; George II. succeeds. 

1727. The population of the American colonies is about 600,000. 
1727. Oswego is converted into a fortress, despite the protest of the 

French and the discohtent of the Iroquois. 
1727. Southern Carolina complains of. ^*the vast importation of 



negroes." 



1727. The Jesuit Du Poisson ascends the Mississippi to the site se- 

lected for Law's plantation among the soumem Dakotas. 

1728. Burnet is transferred from the governorship of New York and 

New Jersey to that of Massachusetts and New Hampshire ; he 

is instructed to insist on the grant of a permanent salary ; 

the colonists refuse it ; will only grant it for each year. 
1728. The Shawnees in Pennsylvania gi'adually follow the Dela- 

wares to the branches 01 the Ohio. 
1728. Sir William Keith, ex-governor of Pennsylvania, suggests to 

the king the extension of the stamp-duties to the colonies ; 

the Commissioners of Trade do not favor the idea ; Sir R. Wal- 

pole opposes it. 

1728. James Ed ward Oglethorpe rescues debtors from English prisons, 

and plans an asylum for them and for persecuted Protestants 

in America. 
i728. Vitus Behring, a Danish navigator in the service of Russia, 

passes through Behring's Straits and shows Asia to be 
J bounded by water on the north-east. 

1729. York and Talbot, law officers of the Crown, hold that an 

American slave does not become free by touching the soil 
of England. George II. recommends a provision for the 

. African forts, which is granted. 

*739. Bishop Berkeley visits America ; endows a hbrary in Rhode 
Island ; resides at Newport for 2% years ; and returns to 
England in 1731. 

"29. Everard is made royal governor of Northern Carolina (July). 
Seven cf the eight proprietaries of Carolina sell to the Crown 
their rights for £22,500 (Sep.) ; Lord Carteret reserves his J ; 
Carolina is permanently divided into North and South ; 
Johnson, governor of South Carolina, is directed to mark out 

^^ townships as far south as the Alatamaba (Ga.). 

»'«9. Chopart, commander at Fort Rosalie (Natchez), demands the 
site of tlie principal village of Natchez for a French planta- 
tion, and they massacre nearly every Frenchman there (38 
Nov.), 200 being killed ; only two men and some women and 
children are spared as captives. Du Poisson, the missionary 
among the Arkansas, on going to Natchez, is also murdered ; 
the Arkansas vow vengeance against the Natchez. The 
Prench prepare for reprisals ; New Oileaxi^ S& tQit\3^^\ ^^ 
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contains 4000 Fi*ench and 2000 n^^oes ; Loubois commanc 
the French forces ; Le Sueur obtains a force of 700 Choctas. 

1780. Le Sueur makes a successful attack on the Natchez (29 Jan. 
Lubois completes the victory (8 Feb.) ; the Natchez take re 
uge at Natchitoches, on the Red River, La. New Orleai 
is made the capital of Louisiana. 

1780. Sir Alex. Curaminff, special envoy for North Carolina, make 
at Neauassee, in the valley of the Tennessee, a treaty with th 
Cherokees (Ap.); Cherokee chiefs go to England, sign ; 
treaty, and are presented at court ; the treaty is kept for on 
generation, the Cherokees being thus made a barrier agains 
the French in Louisiana. 

1780. At Joncaire's invitation, Shawnee chiefs go with him to Men 

treal. 

1781. The French establish Fort Frederick ("the Fortress of tb 

Crown ") at Crown Point, Lake Champlain ; they estrange th 
Shawnees from the English, and more go to Montreal, aa 
their warriors put themselves wholly under the protection ^ 
Louis XV. 

1781. Massachusetts, when Governor Belcher opposes its will, r: 
fuses to vote him any salary. 

1781. A site is chosen for a Swiss colony in South Carolina, on t"l 
Savannah, in the ancient land of the Yamassees. 

1781. The Natchez are attacked by the French at Natchitochf 

and are broken up and destroyed. 

1782. The Great Sun (chief of the Natchez) and over 400 other cai 

tives are shipped to Hispaniola and sold as slaves; i/ 
French ** Company of the West" surrenders Louisiana to t> 
Crown (10 Ap.). 

1782. George Washington bom (22 Feb., O. S.). 

1782. The first stage-route between New York and Philadelphisk^ 
established. There are monthly stages between New Yc^ 
and Boston, taldng a fortnight on the road. 

1782. The decision (in 1685) of the Committee of Trade and Plan^ 
tions, that Delaware was not a part of Maryland, forms tJ 
basis of an agreement between the heirs of the two prop^ 
ties. 

1782. William Cosby is made governor of New York. 

1782. The valley of Virginia first receives white inhabitants. 

1782. Vincennes founds Vincennes, the first European settlement i 
Indiana ; an Indian mission had existed there since 1702. 

1782. George IL grants to Oglethorpe and 20 others a charter for 2 
years (9 June), erecting the country between the Savanna 
and the Alatamaha, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, int 
tiie province of Georgia, **in trust for the poor," to be ope 
to Jews but not Papists ; the government is given to trus 
tees ; Shaftesbury is head of the council, but the most infli 
ential member is Oglethorpe, who sails from England wit 
about 120 emigrants (Nov.). 

1788. Oglethorpe arrives at Charleston, S. C. (Jan.) ; lands his co 
ony temporarily at Beaufort, S. C. ; selects the site of Savai 
nan, Ga., where the colonists arrive (12 Feb., N. S.) ; the 
make a treaty of alliance with the Muskhogees (1 June 
claim sovereignty over the lands of the Creeks as far soui 
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as the St John's River, Fla.; and establish friendly relationB 
with the Cherokees. C^lethorpe prohibits negro slavery. 

1783. Cosby, governor of New York, having insisted on new grants 

of lands being taken out insteiad of the old, John Peter Zenger 
establishes a newspaper to defend the popular cause. 

1733. An Imperial Act imposes duties on rum, sugur, and molasses 

imported from foreign countries into any British plantation. 

1784. At the invitation of the Ekiglish Society for Propagating the 

(Gospel, a colony of Moravians from Salzburg, in Austria, 
sails from Dover (Jan.) for Geor^a, and foimds Ebenezer, 
near Savannah : in a few years this colonv produces £10,000 
worth of raw silk ; also indigo. Augusta is founded ; at the pro- 
posal of the Choctas, trade is established between them and 
Georgia ; Orfethorpe returns to England (Ap.), taking Tomo- 
chichi, the Yamacraw chief, and other Creeks. Discontent 
arises in the colony regarding the limitation of the settlers' 
lands in tail male. 

1734. John Sergeant, a Yale graduate, goes as a missionary among 

the Stod^bridge Indians in Western Massachusetts ; he labors 
till 1749. 

1734. Zenger is indicted by the New York government for seditious 
Ubel (Nov.), is defended by Andrew Hamilton, and acquitted ; 
the trial is deemed the morning-star of the American revolu- 
tion. 

1734. Von Reck, a Grerman traveller, estimates the negroes in South 
Carolina at 80,000, and the annual importation at nearly 
3000 ; the latter figure, at least, is a ^ross exaggeration. 

1734. A colony from the Scotch Highlands is established on Alata- 

maha Sound, G^ (Darlen). 

1735. A dispute as te the boundaries of M9.ryland and Delaware is 

taken into the English Court of Chancery. 

1735. Bienville returns to Louisiana as royal governor. 

1736. Oglethorpe lands in Georgia with 800 emigrants (Feb.), in- 

duding some Moravians, also Charles Wesley as Ms secre- 
tary, and John Wesley as apostle to the Indians ; the Wes- 
leys remain two years. Oglethorpe sends envoys to St. 
Augustine to negotiate as to the English and Spanish bound- 
aries (Feb.) ; he founds Frederica, on St. Simon's Island, 10 
miles from Darien, and begins a fort there ; marks out a site 
for Fort St. Andrews on the Cumberland (St. Manx's) River 
(Camden Co.) ; and plants Fort St. George on the St. John's 
Kiver, Fla. The Spaniards detain his envoys ; he claims 
their liberty, makes war-alliances witli the Ucnees (May) and 
other Indians ; hostilities are avoided, the envoys are liber- 
ated. Fort St. George is abandoned, Fort St. Andrews is 
maintained, and the St. Mary's ultimately became the bound" 
ary. C^lethorpe goes to England (Nov.) to prepare for the 
coming conflict with Spain. 
178^ The French begin war ag^ainst the Chickasas. Two expedi- 
tions, one from lUinois, under D'Artaguette, the other irom 
New Orleans, under Bienville, are directed to meet on 10 
May, in the Chickasa country (now Lee Co., Miss.) ; D'Arta- 
guette arrives 9 May, and after waitins in vain for ten days, 
and his Indians threatening to desert, lie attacks the Ohlck'' 
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• 
asas, is wounded, and his Indians flee in dismay ; Yoisin, ft 
boy of 16, conducts tlie reti'tiat, aad carries olf some wounded; 
the captives, including D'Artaguette, Vincennes, and Father 
Senat, are tortured and burnt, except one who is spared to 
tell the tale. Bienville's expedition, of 60 boats and pirogues, 
leaves New Orleans for Mobile ; ascends the Tombecbee « 
arrives at the great village of the Chickasas (26 May), a weel^ 
after D'Artaguette's defeat ; attacks it and is repulsed witili 
a loss of 30 killed, and returns to Mobile. The ChickasaS, 
flushed with victory, seud a deputation of 30 warriors tX> 
Georgia (July), and make an alliance with Oglethorpe. 
1737. A royal edict of France permits 10 yeai^' free commerce b^" 
tween Louisiana and tlie West India Islands. 

1737. George Whitefield ^^sits Georgia (Dec). 

1788. He returns to England to collect funds for a proposed orpltf^^ 
asylum, near Savannah. Oglethorpe raises a regiment iJ* 
England, returns to Georgia (Sep.), and is welcomed at Sava.]^ 
nah with salutes and bonfires; he finds the walls of Fo^ 
Frederica completed ; he still prohibits negro slavery. 

1738. A negro insurrection in South Carohna is suppressed ; tJ^® 

leaders are executed. 

1788. The paper currency in New York, New Jersey, Pennrclvani^* 

and Maryland is worth 100 for 160, 170, or 200 ; that of Ne?"^ 
England, 1 for 5 ; of South Carolina, 1 for 8 ; of North CarT'^^ 
hna, 1 for 10. ij) 

1789. Oglethorpe goes to Cusitas, on the Chattahoochee, Ga., bM^} 

renews his alliance with tlie Muskhogees ; they confirm t^*^ 
Indian title to the coast of Georgia. Whitefield returns 
Georgia, whence he goes to New England and preaches 
20,000 people ofi Boston Common. 

1739. A new French expedition against the Chickasas, with «— -i 

from Illinois, Montreal, Quebec, and France, numbering 36^-^ 
whites and Indians, assembles at Fort Assiunption (Met^>^ 
phis) in June, but languishes there through the summer at^^ 
autumn. 

1739. England, against the wish of Walpole, declares war again^*' 

Spain (28 Oct.) ; it lasts till 1748. Anson is sent to the Pacific? ; 
Admiral Vernon, with six men-of-wai', captures Porto Bello 
(22 Nov.) and Chagre. Oglethorpe extends the boundary ot 
Georgia to the St. John's River, and urges on South Carohna 
(Dec.) the reduction of St. Augustine. 

1740. Bienville, with a small detachment of tlie French expedition, 

goes towards the Chickasa country and makes peace (Mar.) ; 
the fort at Memphis is razed ; that on the St. Francis (Ark.) 
is dismantled ; tne remnant of the troops from Illinois and 
Canada returns ; Bienville goes to France ; and the Chickasas 
remain masters of the country between Illinois and Baton 
Rouge. The population of Louisiana is 5000 wliites and 2500 
negroes. 
1740. Oglethorpe, with a force of 1200 from South Carolina and 
Georgia, invades Florida ; besieges St. Augustine inefl'ectiially 
for 5 weeks (June-July) ; and returns to Frederica. 
J 740. Massachusetts obtains the removal of Governor Belcher. 
I74O0 The IkigUsh colonies have now 11 newspapers : 5 in Boston ; 
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1 in New York ; 8 in Pennsylvania (1 being German) ; 1 in 
Virginia ; and 1 in South Carolina. Up to this date about 
130,1)00 negroes luive been introduced into tlie colonies. 

1741. Whitefield i-eturns to England (Jan.). 

1741. An English expedition of 29 ships of the line, 80 smaller ves- 
sels, 15,000 sailors, and 20,000 land-forces, under Admiral 
Vernon, reaches Jamaica (Jan.) ; receives quotas from all the 
colonies north of Carolina ; and besi(»ges Carthagena : in two 
days fever reduces the ell'ective land-force from 6600 to 3200 ; 
the assailants demolish the fortifications and retire. A med- 
itated attack on Cuba is abandoned (July) ; 9 out of 10 of the 
colonial recruits fall victims to the climate, oAc. ; and the fleet 
returns to Jamaica (Nov.), having lost about 20,000 lives. 

1741. The boundary between Massachusetts and New Hampshire is 
run, and the two provinces are finally divided ; Vermont was 
then, and till after 1763, considered a pai-t of New Hampshire. 

1741. Behring, sailing from Okhotsk in S. E. Siberia, discovers the 
Aleutian Islands and the north-west coast of America (now 
Alaska), so completing the discovery of Behring's Straits, and 
giving Russia her title to Kussian America ; lie perishes on 
Behring's Islands. 

"42. A Spanish expedition of 36 sail from Cu))a invades Georgia ; 
unsuccessfully attacks Fort William, on Cumberland Island, 
at the mouth of the St. Mary's ; attacks Fort Frederica, but 
is defeated with great loss (7 July) ; fails in another attack on 
Fort William (18 July); and Oglethorpe orders a public 

. thanksgiving (24 July) for the end of the mvasion. 

1743. Oglethorpe sails to England (July), to meet the complaints of 
disa-ffected colonists, and never returns to Georgia. 

1741 France declares war against England (31 Mar.), the ** War of 
the Austrian Succession," or "King (xeorge's War ; " it lasts 
till 1748. Before the news reaches Now England, a French 
force from Cape Breton surpi-ises and destroys Fort Canseau, 
N. S., and takes 80 prisouei's to Ijouisburg, C. B. (May). 
The fortifications of Annapoli?, N. S., had been allowed to go 
to ruin, and an Indian attack, under the missionary Le Loutre, 
is repelled with difficulty. The captives from Canseau, being 
sent to Boston on parole, bring intelligence of the condition 
of Louisburg, " the Gibraltar of America," on the fortification 
of which $6,000,000 had been snent, and William Shirley, 
governor of Massachusetts, resolves to attempt its capture. 
Coxe proposes a union of all the colonies for the purposes of 
defence, out the idea is not acted on. The population of tlie 
Enghsh colonies is about 1,000,000 ; that of Nova Scotia about 
16,000, nearly all of French origin. 
1744. At Lancaster, Pa., deputies from the Iroquois (Six Nations) 
meet the governor of Pennsylvania and commissioners from 
Maryland and Virginia (July), and for about £400 reco^ize 
by'^oeed the king's right to the lands of ** Virginia," ihe right 
extending indefinitely to the west and north-west ; Britain 
thus acquires a claim to the basin of the Ohio, and an Indian 
barrier against the French ; Maryland is confirmed to Lord 
Baltimore. 
1740L An expedition of 100 vessels with about ^!B^ TCkftn t£oxcL'^^3M»»i> 
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17:t6. cldusetts, Connecticut, and New Hampsliire, under Willi 
Fepperell, of Maine, appears before Louisburg (30 April); 
English fleet, under Warren, co-operates ; and after a se\ 
weeks' siege the fortress surrendei-s (17 June); as a reward i 
their services in this enterprise Shirley and Pepperell i 
knlglited. Towns In Maine suflfer from Indian attacks. 

A tract entitled ** The African Slave-Trade, the Great Pillar a 
Support of the British Plantation Trade In America, " by " 
British Merchant," is published In London. 

174G. A large fleet from France, under D'Anvllle, despatched for t 
recovery of Loulsburg, Is wasted by storms and pestilent 
disease, and is unable to attack even Annapolis. 

Sir Charles Knowles, the British naval commander, Impres 
seamen at Boston ; the people are enraged at the outi-age, a 
in three days most, If not all, of the Impressed citizens j 
liberated. 

1747. A lYench fleet of 38 sail, with troops for Canada and N( 

Scotia, Is defeated off Finisterre, and all captured, by 
English fleet under Anson and Warren (3 May). 

Fort Massachusetts, at WlUiamstown, opposite Crown Pol 
Lake Champlain, capitulates to a large force of Fi-ench a 
Indians; attacks on Concord, Mass., and in Charlestown tov 
ship, on the Connecticut, are repelled. The colonies ' north 
Vh'^nia vote to raise over 8000 men to conquer Canada, but 
no fleet comes from England nothing is done. Pennsylva 
raises a volunteer militia of 12,000 men; the women turn 
silkcoloi-s; Benjamin Franklin is "the prime actor'* in 
movement. 

1748. Peace being expected, the colonial army disbands by direct 

of the Duke of Newcastle (Sep.). It was believed that Brit 
did not desire to conquer Canada, but wished france to keej 
so as to prevent the Colonies desiring independence. Pc 
I^lm, a Swedish traveller in America, says there was a gene 
feeling among the colonists that they would be Independent 
30 or 50 yeai-s. 

The peace of Alx-la-Chapelle is signed between Britain i 
Fi-ance and Spain (7 Oct.) ; Loulsburg and Cape Breton 
restored to France, at which the colonists are discontent 
Great Britain, however, pays the colonists £183,000 (ab 
$900,000) to indemnify them for the cost of the capture 
Loulsburg. 

The paper issue of Massachusetts amounts to £2,200,000. 
depreciation being at the rate of 7 or 8 to one. A pix>posa 
made to return to specie payments. 

The College of New Jersey (now Princeton) is chartered, 

Johnston, Grovernor of N. Carolina, succeeds In getting an . 
passed for the collection of quit-rents. 

The Virginia Assembly passes an Act to encourage ir 
works. 

The population of the colonies is about 1,150,000; the a^ 
age annual imports are about £75,000; the exports somew 

1749, Bennington Wentworth, Groverivot ol^^lSkasMe'SBtoi^^EasBag 
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Htt. townsliips west of the Connecticut, in wliat is now Vermont, 
- and Bennington and Burlington (Vt.) are settled. 

1749. The population of New York Piovince is 62,786 whites and 
10,602 negioes; that of New York City is about 12,000. 

Indigo IS widely planted in S. Carolina. 

Under strong pressure from the colonists of Georgia, the 
trastees legalize slavery, subject to a condition for the instruc- 
tion of the negioes in religion. 

'i'heatrical representations are prohibited in Massachusetts 
and Connecticut. 

The partial monopoly of the African Co. in the slave U ado is 
taken away, every obstruction is removed, and the Afriian 
ports are opened to English competition — ** for the slavc-tunlc 
is veiy advantageous to Great Britain." Lord Chancelh r 
Hardwicke, in Fearce vs. Lisle, pronounces an extra-judicial 
opinion confirming that of Yorke and Talbot, tint a colonial 
slave does not become free by touching the soil ^f England. 
The opinion was afterward set aside by the Court of King's 
Bench. 

The **Ohio Company" obtain in England (March) a giant 
of 500,000»acres of land on the east bank of the Ohio, with ex- 
clusive privileges. 

1750. A member of the House of Lords writes (Feb.) : ** The British 

Senate have this fortnight been pondering methods to make 
more effeitual that horrid traffic of selling negroes. It has 
appeared to us that 46,000 of these wretches are sold every year 
to our plantations alone." The impoi-tation into the Colonics 
of indented white persons called ** servants" or *'iedeinp- 
tionei*s" Is still extensively carried on. 

Mass. redeems its i)aper money at about 1-5 less than its 
cuiTent value, future debts to be paid in silver at 6s. 8(1. per oz. 

The present boundaries of Maryland and Delaware are de- 
creed by Lord Hardwicke. 

Colonial pig-iron is admitted into Great Britain free of duty. 
1*51. Charles, Loitl Baltimore, dies: his eldest son Frederick succeeds 
as proprietaiy of Marylancl. Tlie Nanticokcs migrate from 
eastern Maryland to the upper waters of the Susquenamia. 

The fi!*st printing-press in New Jersey is established at 
Woodbridge. Philadelpliia has a population of about 11,000 
whites and 6,000 negroes. 

Henry Parker, Governor of Georgia^ convenes an Assembly 
- (Jan.). 

^*52. Tlie tiustees of Georgia surrendei' their Chai-ter (June); the pro- 
vince contains only 3 small towns and some scatteied planta- 
tions, with 1,700 whites and 400 negroes; Savannah has 150 
houses, ** all wooden, very small, and mostly old." llie 
people of Dorchester, S. C. remove, and settle on the river 
Med way, Ga. 

A company of actors from London give theatrical perform- ,. 
ances at Annapolis (Md.), Williamsburg (Va.), Philadelphia, 
New York, and other places. 

Robert Dinwiddle is appointed Lieut.-Govemor of Virginia 
tnplace of Gouch. 

Ibe "New Style'' is adopted \n "BiiWii wiSi >aaft ^:y^Jtfi\iR»\ 
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1752. 11 (lays are loft out of the calendar, 3 Sep. being reckoned as 
14 Sep. The commencement of the calendar year is changed 
by Act of Parliament from 25 Mai'ch to 1 January. 

Fi*anklin with his kite brings down electricity from thunder- 
clouds. 

lioston has 17,574 inhabitants; an outbreak of sraall-x)ox 
kills about 550. 

1754. Boundary disputes with the French have been ^oing on since 
1749; the Virginia Assembly grants (Jan.) £10,000 for frontier 
defence, and 600 men are enlisted. New York and S. Carolina 
send three companies to help Virginia. The French erect 
Fort Du Quesne (now Pittsburgh) at the confluence of the Alle- 
ghany and Monongahela rivers; a detachment under Wiish- 
iiigton attacks a French advance party at Great Meadows (17 
Aprin, kills 11 including the commander Jumonville, and erects 
Fort Necessity. Washmgton subsequently surrenders the fort 
to a superior force, retires, and erects Fort Cumberland. Mary- 
land votes £6000 and New York £ )000 in aid of Virginia. The 
British Government sends £10,000, and appoints Gov. Shari)e of 
Maryland commander-ui-chief. A convention of delegates 
from N. Y., Penn., Md., Conn., Mass., K. I., -and N. H., meets 
at Albany (19 June), and Franklin proposes a plan for a union 
of the Colonies for the purpose of defence; the plan falls 
through owing to the opposition of some of the Colonial Legis- 
latures. 

Connecticut still claims territory west of the Delaware, and 
the ** Susquehanna" and *' Delaware" companies, having 
obtained from Britai:: a right to colonize, acquire, with the con- 
sent of the Conn. Legislature, the Indian title to the valley of 
Wyoming and other lands; the proprietoi^s of Pennsylvania 
claim the territory nnder their charter. 

The population of New France and Louisiana is scarcely 
100,000; that of the colonies is 1,192,896 whites and 292,738 
negroes. Mass. has 2448 negro slaves over 16 years of age, 
about 1000 being in Boston; in Connecticut and Khode Island 
the ratio of slaves is higher; in New York City thoy form 1-6 
of the population; in Philadelphia, 1-4; in Maryland, Virginia, 
and N. Carolina, 1-3 or more: in S. Carolina, over 1-2. 




17©. 



The first printing-press is put up in N. Carolina. 
Gov. Reynolds (Ga.) convenes a General Assembly (7'Jan.)' 
Edmund Gray factiously attempts to break it up, and he and 
four others are expelled. 

War with France being mooted, Gon. Brad dock is appointed 
commander-in-chief, anc1 sent to the Chesapeake ^vith two 
British regiments (Feb.^; the Colonies raise money and several 
thousand troops. Braddock, with 1300 men, advances from 
Cumberland, Md.^ against the French, but when within 5 miles 
of Fort Du Qm^sne (now Pittsburg), is surprised and attacked 
by a force of 200 French and 600 Indians?, defeated, and mort- 
stUy irounded (9 July), Wis troopa \os\w^ nVi^ v\ V.\!Aaa and 
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378§. W)unded. The enemy's loss is not over CO. Washington 
coiiduets the retreat successfully. 

A a expedition of 30()0 men, under John AVii slow, loavea 
Boston for Chignecto (now Halifax, N. 8.). and l>ein<r joined 
by 300 British regulars, the united forces. unchM-Col. Monrton, 
capture the French forts at Beau Sejour and Gas]^<MTiui. and 
at the mouth of the St. John's river, and expel the French 
from the Bay of Fundy. The French Acadian population, 
numbering about 7000, are transported (Sep.) to the Bntish 
Colonies, an event which forms the basis of Longf<»l low's 
"Evangeline," and on which new light has been thrown by 
Mr. Parkman. 

A colonial force of 6000 men, under AVilliam Jolmson, des- 
tined for an ^attack on Crown Pohit (Lake ChamiOahi), defeats 
a combined force of French and Indians under Dieskau at the 
battle of Lake George, near Fort Lyman (now Fort Edward), 
on the Hudson; Johnson erects Fort William Heniy at the 
head of Lake George. 

A force of New Engrlandere and Indians, under Gov. Shir- 
lay, of Massachusetts, fiiils in an attenipted expedition against 
Foit Niagara, and builds two forts at Oswego. 

Pennsylvania votes £50,000 for frontier defence; several 
Quaker members, objecting to war, resign their scats, others 
declme re-election, and Quaker rule comes to an end; the an- 
nual value of the propiietary estates is £80,000; disj utes aiise 
as to the right of the Assembly to tax them. Virginia votes 
£40,000 and Maryland £6000 for frontier defence. The Pro- 
vincial Governors meet at New York (Dec), and ai range to raise 
20,000 men to attack Fort Du Quesne, Crown I'oint, and Nia- 
gara during the coming year. 

New York Province has 83,223 whites and 13,542 blacks. 
The population of New England is about 435,000. 

The New York *' Society Library'' is founded. 

After a hearing in England the dispute in A'irginia about 
fees for land patents is compromised. Virgniia first issues 
paper money; it soon depreciates. 

The Connecticut Gazette ^ the first newspaper ui Conn., is 
published at New Haven. The North Carolina Gazette, the first 
newspaper in N. C, is published at Newbem (Dec.\ 

Fowle is imprisoned in Boston for contempt for publishing a 
pamphlet satirising the General Court. 
1756. Fowle p.ublishes at Portsmouth (7 Oct.) the New Hampshire 
Oazetie, the first newspaper in N. H. 

England formally declares war against France (18 May), 
"the Seven Years' War"; it lasts till 1763. The Board of 
Ti*ade proposes a scheme to tax the Colonies to help to pay the 
-war expenses; the idea h badly received in the Colonies and is 
dropped. 

The Marquis de Van Ireuil is appointed Governor of New 
Prance in place of Du Q lesne. Montcalm, with a force of 6000 
men, takes and destroys the forts at Oswego, capturing over 
1000 men and 135 pieces of artillery (14 Aug.). 

William Demy is sent from EngVand to auv«w»^<V^ ^otm ^& 
^Jep.'Oovenr.r of Pennsylvania OlayV, l\\e Vviiviv. k&%^\s^ 
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1950» offers large premiums for Indian prisoners and M 

Boundary disputes between New York and Massacht 
culminate in riot and bloodshed. 

Lord Baltimore, proprietaiy of Maryland, relinquishe 
claims to fines and forfeitures, and tiie Assembly grant 
£40,000. 

Gk)v. Glen, of S. Carolina, erects Fort Piince George 
Foil Loudoun at the head waters of tiie Savannah and 
nessee. Wliat is now Tennessee first receives permanent set 
X707« Henry Ellis is made Governor of Georgia (10 Feb.) in pl£ 
Reynolds. Thomas Fownall is appointed Governor of Al 
chusetts ^July) in place of Shu-ley, 

At the instance of the Quakers, peace is made at Lane 
Penn., between Pennsylvania and the Six Nations and 
wares. 

Gen. Loudon, with 6000 land forces and 11 saU with 
sailors, makes an unsuccessful attempt tc ca^^iu.e Loui 
(July). Montcalm, with 8000 meu, capture© Fort W 
Henry, with 2000 men under Munroe. 

William Pitt is made Prime Miuistor of Britain (June] 
resolves to prosecute with vigor the war in America. 

Philadelphia has about lo,000 inhabitants; New York 
about 12,000. 

The French population of Louisiana is about 10,000. 
1758. Pitt calU for 20,000 men from the Colonies, Great Brit 
furnish arms and supplies. Including 22,000 regulars abot 
000 ti'oopsare raised, with Abercroiiibie as commander-in- 
Gen. Amherst, with 14,000 men, after a 50 days' siege, cai 
Louisburg (27 July), and acquires all Cape Breton an 
John (now Prince Edward Island): the inhabitants, numt 
about 6600, are sent to France. Abercronibie makes an t 
cessful attack on Foit Carillon (now Ticonderoga), and 
about 2000 in killed and wounded (8 July). Abercron 
superseded as commander-in-chief by Amherst. Brad 
destroys Fort Frontcnac (25 Aug.), and erects Foit StJ 
^now Kome, N. ¥.)• Maior Grant, with 800 men, is rei 
from an attack on Foit iJu Quesne, On the approach of 
Forbes \^ith 8000 men, the French set fire to and abandoi 
Du Qnesne (2^ Nov.^; the colonial troops take possess^ 
Nov.), and change tlie name to Foit Pitt (now Pitts: 
The Indians now become inclined to peace. Foit Powni 
the Penobscot, is built. 

The Church of England is established In Georgia. 

The Vimnia Legal Tender Act is renewed; it creates 

sition, andls pronounced void by Order in Council, but, . 

to the eloquent advocacy of Patiick Hemy , the Act is sus 

in the Provincial Courts. Tlie provirjce exports about ' 

hhds. of tobacco during the yean 

lf59. Ticonderoga and Crown Point are abaidoned b> the I 

and captured by Amherst (JulyJ. Another force, und. 

William Johnson, captures Fort Niagara (24 July), after r< 

a relieving force of 1200 (23 July). Gen. Wolfe defej 

French under Montcalm, on the Plahis of Abraham, neai 

bee (18 Sep.i both cenewOa V>^iii|^ ^iaJ^,w^^ja»\*i^%xi 
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IM. War breaks out between S. Carolina and the Cherofaeee* 
WflO. Murray, commander at Quebec, is defeated at Sillery (26 April) 
by tiie French under De Levi, with a less of 1000 men and all 
his artillery; he takes refuge in Quebec with 3000 men, 1000 
of wlsiom are unfit for service, and is there besieged. Some 
ships arrive from England with supplies, and DeLevi raises the 
siege (10 May). Amherst embarks at Oswego, and arrives at 
Montreal with 10,000 white troops and 1000 Indians (5 Sep.); 
Munay avrives with 4000 from Quebec (5 Sep.): Uaviland 
arrives (6 Sept.) with 3500 by way of Lake Champlain, 
making 18,500. The French Governor capitulates, givinj? uj) 
Montreal, Presque Isle, Detroit, Mackinaw, and all other 
French posts in western Canada; the French troops (about 
4000) are sent back to France. 

A large fire destroys a corxsiderable part of Boston (20 
March). 

Francis Bernard, ex-Govemor of New Jersey, succeeds Pow- 
nall as (Governor of Massachusetts (4 Aug.). 

The Cherokees capture Fort Loudoun, S, C (7 Aug.), and 
treacherously massacre part of the garrison . 

The Virginia Assembly reduces the impoit dnty on slaves 
from 20 per cent, to 10. 

George II. dies (25 Oct.); George III. succeeds. 

Georgia issues about £7500 paper money. 

The boundaries between Maryland and Delaware are inoi e 
accurately defined. 

An attempt by S. Carolina to impose prudential restrictions 
^^ on the slave-tri-ade is rebuked by the English ministry. 
•»!• Grant, with 2600 men, defeats the Cherokees (10 June), who 
sue for and are granted peace. 

The Wilmington Oauite, tlie fii'st newspaper in Delaware, is 
published at Wilmington. 

Newport, R. I., has about 650 negro slaves. 

James (jtis makes his great speech in Boston against 
" Writs of Assistance" to enforce the British Acts of Timle. 

Spain commences hostilities against Biitain (Dec). 

ft2, France cedes New Orleans and all Louisiana west of the Missis* 
sippi to Spain; Spain does not take possession till 1768. 

The British fleet captures Havana (12 Aug.). 

The Providence Gazette, the first newspaper in Providence, 
B. I., is published. The fii*st printing-press in Georgia is set 
up at Savannah. 
1. The Peace of Paris Is signed (10 Feb.) between Britain, Finance, 
and Spain; France cedes Canada and all the territory east of 
the Mississippi to Britain, and to Spain all the temtory west of 
the Mississippi; Spain cedes Florida to Britain in exchange for 
Havana. The war had cost the Colonies 80,000 men and 
116,000,000, of which about $5,000,000 were reimbm-sed by the 
British Parliament. The New England clergy complain that 
the morals of their parishioners have been corrupted by service 
in the armies. 

Florida is divided by royal proclamation into two parts: 
West Florida, from the Missfesippi to the Aopalacliicola; and 
£ut FkurldsL, from the Appalachico\a lo W\e k\^2^\Ns^ 
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1788. Several Indian tribes, under Pontiao» attadc the oolonilfiiidom 

the frontiei-s of Pennsylvania and Vlr^nia (May), and captott 
a number of posts; the settlei-s retaliate by massacring a 
friendly tribe at Conestoga, on the Susquehanna; Franklin do- 
nouni'os tliese munlors. 

It is proposod in Britain to maintain 10,000 regulars as • 
peace cstablishnifMit to defend the Colonies against the Indiana- 
In onlcr to partially defray the expeases of these troops, Charlea 
Townslionil introduces Into Parliament a bill to Impose Stamp 
Duties in the Colonics; the prorogation of Parliament prevents 
tlie bill from being proceeded with. 

A ferry is started between New Yorlf City and Paulus Hoo^ 
(now Jt;i*soy City.), 

St. Louis is founded by La Glede, a Fi-ench fur-trader. 

The Georgia Guzeite, the lirst newspaper in Georgia, is star*' 
ed at Savannah (17 April). 

1768-7. " Mason and Dixon's Line" between Pennsylvania and Mar^^ 
land (390 43* 2(5.8" N.) is run by Charles Mason acs-^ 
Jeremiali Dixon, two English astronomers. 

1704. Major Lnftus, ascending tlio Mississippi towards Dlinols, " 
attacked by Indians near the site of Fort Adams, and cor^*| 

1)elled to rctuin: two expeditions attack the Indians by way ^^ 
^ittsburg and the Lakes, and the Indians sue for peace, 

A large emigration from the Colonies takes place on to t f"^ 
lands on tlie Monongaheia claimed by the Six Nations. ^^' 
Carolina receives a large European emi^ation. Emi^ran ■ ^ 
from the Roanoke, N. C, settle in West Florida, near BatC^jJ 
Eouge; Eiist Florida receives more settlei-s during the next U^ ^ 
years than during tlie wiiole Spanish occupation. 

Grenville, the British Prime Minister, brings inTownshencI '^ 
scheme of Colonial tiixation in a more formal shape, and tt^^ 
House of Commons resolves without a division, " that Parii^' 
ment has a right to tax the Colonies." Action is delayed U^ 
order to give the Colonies an opportunity to suggest a more 
satisfactory way of raising the money. The ** Sugar Act" fe 
passed (5 April), reducing by one-half the duties on sugar and 
molasses, and levyinj^ duties on coffee and other goods impoited 
into the Colonies, tor the purpose of " raising a revenue for 
defraying the expenses of defending, protecting, and securing 
His Majesty's Dominions in America. * * Massachusetts protests, 
and instructs its agent in London to urge the repeal of the Act; 
the House of Representatives resolves ^June), ** that the impo- 
sition of duties and taxes by the Parliament of Great Britain, 
upon a people not represented In the House of Commons, is 
absolutely liieconcilable with their rights." A letter to the 
Colonial agent says: "H we are not represented, we are 
slaves!" James Otis publishes a pamphlet entitled, •*Tiio 
Rights of the British Colonics asserted," which is also pub- 
lished in London in 1765. 

The British Parliament also passes an Act to restrain the 

Colonies from making paper-money legal. tend-^r. The Penn- 

MTJvania Assembly send Fi-anklin to England (Oct.) to solicit 

tie repeal of the Act to proteel Si.<ssviD9l tiha Bu^g^ar >^ and tb« 
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Mi pnpoeed Stamp Duties, to procure the abro^tion of fha 
authority of tlie ijroprietarj% and to pet Pennsylvania made a 
roya\ Province. New York (Oct.V Alassachusetts (Nov.), Vir- 
ginia (Dec), Connecticut, and Hnode Island petition against 
ue proposed taxation. 
• An (fcier in Council settles the boundary dispute between 
New \ ork and New Hampshire by declaiing the Connecticut 
to be the boundary. 

The Connecticut Courantf the first newspaper published in 
Hartford, Conn., is issued (29 Oct.). 

A scheme is broached in England by Pownall and others, 
for allowing the Colonies to be represented in Parliament. 

1765. Besolutions tor a Colonial Stamp Act are carried in the Plouse 
of Commons, in spite of the opposition of Col. Barre and 
others, by a majority of five to one (27 Feb.); the Stamp Act 
is passed (22 March), to go into effect on the 1 Nov. j a clause is 
added to the Mutiny Act authorizing the Government to send 
any number of troops to Ameilcaj and the •• Quartering Act" 
is passed requiring the Colonies to find quarters, firewood, 
bedding, drink, soap, and candles for the trooi^s. In the Vir- 
rinia Assembly Patrick Henry carries resohitions of protest 
(May). The Massacht&etts House of Represei natives recom- 
mencis a Convention of representatives from all the Colonies to 
meet at New York on the 7th Oct., to consider the Acts (6 
June). 

A change takes place In the English Ministry, and Rocking- 
ham becomes Piime Minister (July). The Government appoints 
8tamp Collectors in the CJolonies, which leads to riots, in Boston 
(Aug.); and associations called ** Sons of Liberty" are formed 
in tlie northern Colonies to resist the enforcement of the Act. 
Tlie Pennsylvania Assembly resolves (21 Sep.) that the Act is 
" unconstitutional and subversive of their deaiest lights": pub- 
lic meetings — a novel mode of giving expression to public opi- 
nion — are neld tlu'oughout the Colonies to i>r(-test against it. 
The Colonial Congress meets at New York (7 Oct.), and passes 
a ** Declaration of Rights and Grievances," ciahnin|j as their 
birthilght all the privileges of Englishmen, including ** the 
right 01 being taxed only by their own consent." A petition 
is sent to England for presentation to Pailiaanent (25 Oct.). 
All Stamp omcei-s are compelled to resijin, and the stamps 
sent out either remain unpacked or are seized and burnt, and 
it is found impossible to enforce the Act. Citizen's committees 
in New York, Philadelphia, and Boston resolve to lini)ort no 
goods from Great Britain tUl the Act is repealed. 
W8, Many petitions by British merchants are presented to Parlia- 
ment for the repeal of the Stamp Act; Pitt contends ** that the 
kingdom has no right to levy a tax on the Colonies": and the 
Act is repealed (28 March) by a vote of 275 to 167, an Act 
liaving been previously passed asserting the right of Parliament 
"to bmd the Colonies in all cases whatsoever"; Lord Camden 
protests against this latter Act. The repeal produces joy 
thFOUffhouf the Colonics (May), several of wliich vote statues to 
ttie King and to Ktt. Tlie joy la danipened by the remem- 
UnaeeUuU tbeSuQor AiX ii »till1iik ioxcfi&« T\i^'^Bj:^^\^^^saaEfiw 
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1766. Ministry is defeated i^Au^.J, and Pitt, now Earl of Chathil 
forms a new ministry, witn Townsliend as Chancellor of 1 
Exchequer. 

William Tryon is made Governor of N. Carolina, in ph 
of Dobbs. 

Pliilip Embmy forms a Methodist Society in New York, whi 
afterwards becomes the Methodist Episcopal Society of the iJ. 

The population of Louisiana is about 5500 whites and 5£ 
negroes. 

A controversy sprinffs up in Massachusetts as to the just 
and legality of negro 3avery; it goes on till 1773. 

**Ilogulatoi's" are formed in S. Carolina to punish hors 
thieves and other offendei-s; some of tlie inhabitants (call 
** Scovilites ") protest against this assumption of authority. 

1767. Some of these ** Regulators " are arrested and sent to Charli 

ton, and the feud nearly results in an appeal to arms; it 
temporarily quieted by the establishment of District Coun 
but continues to rankle, and the ** Regulators'' assume tl 
name of Whigs, and stigmatise the Scovifites as Tories. 

The Greneral Court of Massachusetts attempts to restrict tl 
Importation of negroes; the negroes of the province begin 
sue their so-called owners for wages, and juries invariably ^' 
a verdict in favor of the negroes ; these trials are the fli 
steps towards the abolition of slaveiy in Mass. 

Townshend brings in a new bill in the House of Commo 
to raise revenues in America by customs duties to maintain 
standing-army and to provide permanent salaries for the gc 
ernors and judges; it passes with very little opposition. T 
Act excites opposition in the Colonies, and Jolm Dickinsoa, 
Penn., commences his series of *' Letters from a Pennsylvai 
Farmer," showing the danger of allowing any precedent 
parliamentary taxation. The colonial newspapers, about 25 
number, teem with essays on colonial rights. At a large puti 
meeting in Boston (38 Oct.) it is agreed to discontinue the imp^ 
tation of British goods, and to encourage home manufactuirj 
similar meetings are held in New York, Connecticut, and Phi 
delphla; New York still refuses to provide for the troc 
stationed in the Province. 

1768. The Massachusetts House of Representatives now consists of o^ 

100 members; a gallery for spectators has recently \>eQ\\ ei*ect^ 
its debates begin to attract attention. The House issues a " C 
cular " (11 Feb.) to the other Colonies inviting co-operatioi:^ 
defence of tiieh rights; Connecticut, New Jei-sey, Virginia, ^ 
Georgia give a cordial response to it» The Massachusetts vci 
chants are irritated by the new strictness in the collection 
duties ; and the seizure of John Hancock's sloop Liberty, 
a charge of smuggling wine, occasions a great riot (10 Jul 
The House of Representatives refuses, by a vote of 93 to V7 
rescind the Chcular of 11 Feb., and Gov. Bernard dissolves 
The Assemblies of Virginia, Maryland, Georgia, and New^T' 
are dissolved. On the news of the Boston riots reaching B^ 
land, two regiments are sent to Boston from Ireland. A to^ 
meeting in Boston Q3Sep.) requests Gov. Bernard to sumt' 
the General Court; m velu^Qa*, Uvq m^^^t^oallaa Convent4 
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HOB* and delegates from over 100 towns meet (22 S< [».), and ]ietitioD 
Bernard to summons a General Court; he ajinin refuses, and 
denounces the Convention as treasonable. Tiie Convention 
I>etition8 the Khi^ (26 Sep.). The Council cU'clines to find 
quarters and supplies for the troops from Irehuul and Halifax. 
The House of Lords censures the Convention and other i)Of)ular 
proceedings in Boston, and reeonmiends that the offendei^ be 
sent to England to be tried for treason. 

The people of N. Carolina conii)lain of extoitionate fees; 
associations of ** Regulatoi-s " are fomied wliieh refuse i)ayment 
of taxes and assault the government oflieials. 

The Six Nations, by treaty made at Fort Stanwix (5 Nov.). 
cede for £10,460 the temtoiy between the Olno and Tennessee 
Kivei-s; the fii-st settlement in wliat is now Tennessee it? made 
on the Wataga by emigrants from N. Carolina under James 
Kobertson j they organize themselves into a Ijody i-olitic. 

Bangor, Me., is settled. Daitmoutii College, N. H., is ineor- 
porated. Connecticut erects at Noi-wieh its first \i\\ er-mill. The 
second theatre in New York is opened on Beekman (now Ful- 
ton) St., near Nassau. Philadelphia contains 4474 houses. 

rhe,N. Y. Chamber of Commerce is founded: it is ineorpor* 
ated in 1770. 
TOO. The House of Commons passes resolutions condemning the 
Boston Convention (Jan.^^ Gov. Bernard is created a baronet. 

Thomas Jeflferson's morion in the Virginia Assend>ly to give 
slave-ow^ners a right to emancipate their slaves, is unsuccessful 
(May). 

The Vir^ia Assembly passes Resolutions maintaining the 

ri^ht of self-taxation, petition, remonstrance, and to tlie local 

tnal of offendei"s. Lord Boutetort, the Governor, dissolves the 

y^^ Assembly; the members meet and enter into a non-importation 

agreement. ^ 

The Massachusetts Houseof Representatives resolve (31 May) 
that it is inconsistent with their dignity and freedom to deliber- 
ate in the midst of an armed force, and that the keejiing of such 
force dm*ing their session is a breach of privilege; they petition 
for its removal at least during their sessions; the Governor 
declines; the House refuses supplies, and tlie Governor adjourns 
it to Cambridge (18 June). The Representatives petition the 
King for the removal of the Governor (Sir Francis Bernard); 
denounce a standing ai-my without the consent of the General 
Court as an invasion of natural rights, and lii^hly dangerous 
and unconstitutional: and refuse to provide for the troops; 
Bcmai-d prorogued the Court, and goes to England (1 Aug.), 
leaving Hutchinson as Lieutenant-Governor. 

TheS. Carolina Assembly refuses to find quaiters for troops: 

and tlie Assemblies of S. Carolina, Maryland, Delaware, and 

N. Carolina adopt the Virginia Resolutions. The N. Carolina 

Assembly is dissolved; the members meet and enter into a non- 

;v impoitation agreement; Georgia and Rhode Island enter into a 

/^ rimilar agreement; and New Hampshire is also forced into it. 

-Political parties begin to be formed in the Colonies; the parti« 

Bans of the mother-country aie stigmatised as Torien* and tbfilr 

opponents call themselves Wliigs. 
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1709. Pownall moves in Parliament for the repeal of Townshent 
Act; the Grovernment refer the subject to the folio whig sessio 
After prorogation, the Grovernment send a Circular to ti 
/ Colonics announcing their Intention of repeiiRn^ all coloiii 
.' duties on British goods; but as the duty on tea and the absti-a 
i right to tax the Colonies is retained, the Circular produces litt 
effect. New York, however, shows symptoms of yielding, ai 
at the new elections the ** Moderate Party " obtain a deciilt 
majority; the new Assembly appoint Edmund Barke tlie 
a^nt In England; they adopt the Virginia Resolutions, bi 
yield so far as to make provision for the British troops; airalii 
this concession Alex. M'Dougall issues an ** Address to tl 
betrayed Inhabitants " of New York: the Assembly pronouna 
this address a seditious libel, and imprisons M'Dou^ll; tl 
soldiers cut down the liberty-ix)le, frequent brawls occi 
between them and the people, and they are constantly sul 
jeeted to insults bv mobs of men and boys. » 

The Maryland Assembly passes a bill to regulate extortiona 
fees; the Council negatives it. 

The boundary dispute between New York and New Jereey 
settled by joint commissioners. . 

Conflicts, with bloodshed, occur in the Valley of Wyoralnj 
between the claimatits under the Susquehanna Co., of Conn 
and the grantees of the proprietary of Pennsylvania, who a 
rival claimants to the temtory; the claimants linder the C 
prevail, and they live for two yeai's under a government of the 
own. 

James Otis is assaulted and nearly killed by a man nam* 

■^ Robinson and other ruttlans of the opposite i)arty (Sep.), ai 

permanently disqualified for usefulness; his plave in the Mas 

llouse of Rypresentatives is filled by John Adams, a leadii 

momber of the popular ** caucus" in Boston. 

John Fin la}', Daniel Boone, and 4 settlei-s on the Yadkin e 
plore part of what is now Kentucky ; Boone is taken prison 
by the Indians ; he escapes, and, after making further exploJ 
tions for two yeai-s, returns to the Yadkin in 1771. 

Dartmouth College, at Hanover, N. H., is chartered (13 Dec 
it had gi'own out of Moor*s Indian Missionary School, begun. 
Lebanon, Conn., in 1854, which Wheelock had removed f re 
Lebanon to Hanover. 

John Wesley sends two disciples from England to t 
Colonies to plant the new Wesleyan Church in America. 
1770. A body of 8 soldiers in Boston, provoked beyond endurance 
words and blows, fires into a mob and kills 3 and wounclJ 
others (5 March), an affair known as ** the Boston Massacre 
A town-meeting votes that onlv the removal of the troops v* 
prevent bloodshed (6 March). The Lieut.-Governor ordei-s t 
removal of all the soldiei*s; the eight concerned in the firing i 
tried, but all are acquitted except two, who are found guilty 
manslaughter and slightly punished. 

The British Parliament repeals Townshend's Act except aS 
I2ie tax on tea; and the Quartering Act (originally limited U 
years) is allowed to exp\re. TYvetax on. tea, however, and t 
Sagar Act keep aUve co1ob!^\ d\acoiAe«\., Taa X^^Xsksl^qC 
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70. per 1>., li JturMfied in Britain by the f net that a drawback of Vl 
per lb. Is allowed on the tea on leaving Britain, tlio colonisti 
thus gaining Od per lb. 

Dennis de Berdt, the agent ol MasRachnsotts in England, 
dies, and Franklin (already agent for I*finns} Ivania, New Jersey, 
and Georgia) is appointed a^ent for AJass. 

Robeit iCden, Governor of Maiyland, issues a proclamation 
(Nov.) for tlie regidation of fees, whidi is denounced as an 
attempt to tax without tlio authority of the Assembly; the 
Governor declines to yield, and the dispute is kept up for several 
yeai-8. 

The xMassachusetts Spy is first published, in Boston (July). 

Tin-ware is llrst manufactured in th(j U. S. at Berlin, Conn. 

Queen's College (named Rutgei-s College in 1825), New 
Brunswick, N. J., established in the interest of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church, is chartered. 

John Mun*ay, the father of Univei*salism in America, arrives 
hi America fi-om England. 

Whitefielddies (80§ep.) at Newburyix)it, Mass., aged 55 years. 

Rhode Island Uollee:e (named Brown I University in 1804, in 
honor of Nicholas Brown, a benefactor) is removeu from 
Wanen to 1^'ovidence. 

Tha total exports for the year from the Colonies to Great 

Britain are $4,493,150; the imi)0i'ts, |8,540,749. 

171'1. A dispute arises between tiie Mass. llouse of Representatives 

and the Governor, as to the taxation of the salaries of Crown 

{kv ofilcials, and the House is prorogued without having granted 

supplies. 

l>edericlc,. Lord Baltimore, dies without lawful issue, and 
devises Maryland to a natural son, lieiuy Harford, a boy at 
sdiool* 

Tryon, Governor of N. Carolina, with a body of volunteer 
militia, marches against the liegulatoi-s, anc' defeats them at 
Alamance (16 May), the total killed and wounded being 200; 
six of the Regulators are executed for high treason. 

Tryon is made Governor of New York (June), and Josiah 
Martin is made Governor of N. Caroljji^i; he successfully 
cultivates the good-will of the Regulatorsfr 

An Order in Council confirms the title of New York to what 
is now Vermont; New York insists on the settlers taking out 
new land-grants, at exhorbitant fees; disi)utes arise in conse- 
quence. The leaders in resistance arc Ethan Allen and Seth 
Warner, and their foUowei-s are called ** Green Mountain Boys." 

The settlere in Tennessee obtain an 8 years* lease of their 
lands fi'om the Cherokees. 

The Albany Gazette, the firet newspaper in Albany, is stai-ted 
(Nov.). 

New York Pi'ovince has 148,174 whites and 19,838 negroes: 
thecity,21,H63. 
TO. Gov. Tiyon, of N. Y., makes an unsuccessful attempt to settle 
the dispute with the Green Mountain Boys; and in 1773 goes to 
England to lay the matter before the Government. 

'file Crown resolyes to pay the rUary ot Ih^ (io's^xw^ ot 
/. Mm8acbvui0ti» for IIm future; the Mi»)iBe ^iieao\au(3«^\SD&»«ak% 
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1773. violation of their Cfiarter, ai/cl a bi-ibe from the CrowD to fc 
\ Governor. A town-meeting m held (28 Oct,), at which a Coi 

-nr^ ■' mittee is appointed to '^taXe the rights of the Colonists, and tl 

infringements of them. The Committee reports the followui 
list of grievances: the attempts to tax the Colonies: the A( 
requirhig persons to be sent to England for trial in certai 
cases; the restraints on Colonial manufactures, especially woo 
and iron; and the alleged scheme to establish bishops in Am 
erica. Franklin has the report printed in London, with a pre 
face of his own. 

Mi's. Ann Lee ("Mother Ann," the founder of the Shakers i: 
America) emigrates from England (May) to America and estat 
lishes there *'theChurcli of Christ's Second Appearing." 

About 300 German families emigrate from Maine to S. Care 
lina. About 6000 negroes ai-e imported into S. Carolina. 

The revenue schooner Oaspi, employed in Nairagansett Ba5 
having become obnoxious to the people, is burnt by a pait 
from Providence (June); a reward of £000 is offered for the 
discovery, but though they are well known, no legal evidenc 
can be obtained aganist them. 

In the English Court of King's Bench, Lord Mansfield, i 
the case of James Somersett, an American slave, decides (S 
June) that slavery is not ** allowed or approved by the law < 
England," a decision which liberates about 14,000 or 15,0C 
persons in England, who had hitherto been deemed slaves. 

Umbrellas are firet introduced into the U. S,, from India. 
1773, Gov. Hutchinson objects to the Boston Committee's report as 
denial of the supreme authority of Parliament; but the Counc 
and the House of Representatives reply, maintaining the repor 
The reply is sent to the Virginia Assembly, then in sessic 
(Feb.), which appoints a Committee (March) to investiga 
the relations of the Colonies, and to correspona with the oth 
Colonies on the subject; Lord Dunmore, the Governor, di 
solves the Assembly. Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rho( 
Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Maryland appoint sin 
lar Committees — ^the first steps toward the political union of tl 
Colonies. ^ 

Private IoCots written by Gov, Hutchinson dispara^Hg. tl 
popular leaders in Massachusetts are made public there, and tl 
General Court addresses the King (9 June) requesting hisspee( 
removal. 

Connecticut assumes jm'isdiction over the Wyoming settl 
ment, and incorporates it as the town of Westmoreland, ai 
part of the county of Litchfield. The Pennsylvania Assenib 
constitutes the same region th^ county of Northumberlan 
The dispute is taken before the Kingin Council, but the decisi( 
being delayed. Gov. Penn makes uiiavailing efforts to expel tl 
Connecticut settlers. Teriitorial disputes arise between Pen 
sylvania and Virginia as to Pittsburg and the district west of tl 
Laurel Mountains. 

The MarylandJournal andBaUi'nore Advertiser, the firstlie^^ 
paper in Baltimore, is issued (20 Aug.). 

The tea-tax is substantially nullified in the Colonies, part 
l>7 smuggling, and paitly by non-import;ation and uon-cousuoi 
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H* tion agreements. In England a drawback of the whole duty is 
revived: and the East India Co. is allowed to export tea direct 
to the Colonies. The Colonies take immediate steps to counter- 
work this project. A public meeting (2 Oct.) in Pliiladelpiiia 
protests against taxation by ParliamcMt, and denounces ** who- 
soever sliall aid or abet in unloading, receiving, or vending the 
tea " as ** an enemy to liis country." 'J'own-inootings are held 
in Boston (3, 5, 17, 18 Nov.) wliicli adopt the Philaileiphia reso- 
lutions, and call on the consignees of tiio tea to resign; and 
there is some rioting. Tlie consignees petition the Governor 
and Council (19 Nov.) to take measures tt>scinre th<* tea; before 
the Council arrive at a decision one of the tea-ships arrives (27), 
and the Council notify tlie Governor (2iS that tiiey will not be 
parties to an unconstitutional attempt to levy tax<;s. 

Neighboring towns sustain Boston. A *'body" of people of 
Boston and the neighboring towns meet at Faneuil Hall (29), 
order the tea-siiip to be moored at a ceitain whaif, and appohit 
a guard of 25 to watch her. Another meeting is held 
(30), and tlie owners of the tea-shii s ar(^ eompelled to 
promise to send them back. The Governor, h(>w«»ver, refuses 
to permit a clearance till the cargo is landed. Two (»ther tea- 
ships arrive and are token into the peop]e»'s custody like the 
other. Tiie *'body" reassembles (14 Dee.) and demands a 
clearance, which the collector refuses till the cargoes are landed. 
Tlie Governor refuses a similar demand, and a band of 50 men, 
disguised as Mohawks, board the tea-vessels and empty the 
caigoes of 342 chests of tea into the harbor (10 Dee.). 

At Philadelphia the captain of a tea-ship is persuaded to return 
to England without attempting to land his cargo (25 Dee.). 

A steam-engine is constructed in Philadelphia, the lirst in 
America. 

^i The General Court of Massachusetts objects to the i^ayment of 
judges' salaries by the Crown; 4 of the live judges pioinise to 
continue to take their pay from the Province; Oliver, the Chief- 
Justice, declines to do this, and the House impeaches him; 
Lieut.-Gov. Hutchinson then prorogues the House. 

The ixjtition Of Massachuscttfj for the removal of Gov. Hut- 
chinson is heard before the Privy Council (20 Feb.), and dis- 
missed as ** groundless, scandalous, and vexatious." 

On the action of Boston with regard to tiie tea becoming 
kjiown m England (4 March), Paiiianicnt, at the instance or 
Lord North, and in spite of tiie opjosition of Burke, i^asses (25 
March) the ** Boston Port liill," shutting up Boston Harbor, 
and removing the sefit of Government to Salem ; also a bill for 
regulating the government of the Pj'ovince which, in effect, 
abrogates the charter; also a bill providing for the trial in Eng- 
land of all persons charged in the Colonies with murdei-s com- 
mitted in support of the Government. Burke moves to repeal 
the tea-tax, but without success. 

A tea-ship arrives at Sandy Hook (21 April), but the pilots, 
tinder instructions from the city Committee, refuse to bring her 
up, and a ** Committee of Vigilants " take possession of her; in 
p few days she returns to England. Another ship ai rives, witb 
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1774. 18 chests of tea, wliicli the people seize and empty into Am \^ 
river. 

A tea-ship arrives at Charleston, S. C. (21 April); the tea is 
landed, l)ut beinj^ stored in damp collars soon becomes worthless. 

Gen. Gage, sent over as Governor of Massachusetts, witlil 
regiments, arrives in Boston (13 May). Massachusetts sends 
Paul Revere, a Boston mcclianic and a ** Son of Libeity," to 
New York and Philadelphia to invoke co-operation. Public 
meotinjrs are held at Providence (17) and Newport (20) respond- 
hig to Boston, and suggesting a Continental Congress. 

A committee meeting in New York proposes a ** Congress of 
deputies from the Colonies'* (23 May), and writes to Boston 
asking the committee there to fix a time and ])lace of meeting. 
Similar meetings are held in Philadelphia (26), Annapolis, Md. 
(26), and Baltimore. 

Tlie Connecticut Legislature condemns the late Acts of Par- 
li^iment, and recommends a Continental Congress (24 May). 
The Virginia House of Burgesses appoints 1 June as a fast-day; 
and Philadelphia and other places do the same. Grov. Dun- 
more dissolves the Virginia House (26 May), whereupon most of 
the membei-s meet (27) and declare that an attack on one Col- 
ony is an attack on all. 

The General Court of Massachusetts meets at Boston (26 May) 
to elect counselors; Gov. Gage adjourns it to Salem, where it 
meets (7 June), and recommends entire abstinence from British 
goods, requests the Governor to appoint a fast-day, and on his 
refusal appoints one itself, resolves that a Colonial Congres" is 
necessary in order to consult on the present state of the country, 
and suggests chat it should be held at Phila. on the 1 Sep. Gov. 
Gage, hearing of these proceedings, dissolves the Court 
(17 June), and so ends the last provincial General Court of Mas- 
sachusetts. A public meeting in Boston (8 June) adopts th» 
non-importation and non-consumption agreement, to begin f. 
Oct. Other towns hold meetings in support of Massacliusetts. 

Conventions and committees meet in the various Colonies anft 
appoint delegates to the Continental Congress (June-Aug.J. 
Virginia resolves (1 Aug.) to import no more slaves, nor Britisn 
goods, nor t«a; N. Carolina passes similar resolutions (24 Aug.). 

The Governor of Massachusetts appoints counselor under 
the new Act, but they become objects of popular odium; a ses- 
sion of the superior Court is broken up, and Boston juiies refuse 
to be sworn (Aug.). Gov. Gage removes the seat of government 
from Salem back to Boston, begins to fortify Boston Neck, and 
sends soldiers to Charlestowii to seize some powder belonging to 
the Province (1 Sep.). A tumultuous assembly proceeds from 
Middlesex Co. to Cambridge, and compels several counselors to 
resign, A Convention held at Milton, Suffolk Co. (9 Sep.), 
resolves that '* no obedience is due to either or any part of the 
recent Acts of Parliament, and exhorts all tax-collectors not to 
pay over money in their Hands till a new government is organ- 
ized by |;lie people of the Province. A copy of the resolution is 
sent to the Congress at Philadelphia. 

The first Continental Congress, of 53 delegates from 13 Pro- 
?toces (Geor|si& alone bein|^ unrepresented), meets ar Pbl]adel- 
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li, ^ia (5 Sep.), and elects Peyton Randolph, of 'Va., president. 
The proceedings are secret, nothing to te published except by 
order; each Province is to have one vote. On receipt of the Suf- 
folk resolutions, Conj^ress rcKolvos to supf»ort Massachusetts. 
Congress adopts a ** Declaration of Colonial Hijrhts," claiming 
ttie riglit of self-government, and enumenitlng 11 Acts of I^ar- 
liament passed since 1760 which derogate from the rights of tiie 
Colonies; it founds the "American Association" (lenouncing 
tiie slave-trade, and pledging the signers to non-intercourse with 
Great Britain, Ireland, and the West Indies, and to non-con- 
sumption; it also adopts a petition to tlie King, a " Memorial to 
the Inliabitants of British America," an *• Aildress to the Peo- 
ple of Great BriUiin" and an ** Address to tlie Inhabitants of 
Canada." The signature of the ** American Association " (20 
Oct.) is the beginnnig of the Union. 

The Massachusetts House of Representatives resolves itself 
into a "Provincial Congress," appoints a "Committee of 
Safety," with power to call out the militia, and orders tax- 
collectoi-s to pay no more money to tlie Government Treasnier, 
but to pay to a new Treasurer api)ointed by itstUf (Oct.); thi^ 
Congiess virtually becomes the Government de facto. 

An Indian war, caused by the murder of 9 pei-sons belong- 
ing to the family of Chief Logan, breaks out on tlie frontiere of 
Pennsylvania and Virghiia; the Indians are defeated (10 Oct.) 
near the mouth of the ivenhawa, and the war ends. 

The Connecticut Assembly orders military preparations to 
resist the British Government (Nov.). 'I'he Massachusetts Con- 
gress votes (23 Nov.) to enrol 12,000 " minute men," and issues 
directions for the elec»tion of a new Provnicial Congi*ess. 

The colonists of Rhode Island seize 44 pieces of ordnance on 
the batteries at Newport, and take thorn to Providence (0 Dec). 

A large i)arty enter the fort at Portsmouth, N. H., and cany 
oflf 100 barrels of powder, and some cannon and small arms (13 
Dec). 

The Maryland Convention enrols the militia, and votes £10,- 
000 to purchase arms (Dec). 
^'75. Chatham proposes conciliatory measures towards the American 
Colonies, in the House of Lords^ 7 Jan., but they are rejected; 
in the Commons, Lord North moves an address to the King, 
declaiing the inhabitants of Massachusetts rebels, Feb. ; the 
Parliament passes bills prohibiting Americans fishing on the 
banks of Newfoundland, and restraining the commerce of the 
New England Colonies, March. 

A committee of the Virginia Assembly report a series of 
resolutions to encom^ge arts and manufactures, particularly 
that of steel, 27 March. 

Gen. Gage musters 3000 British troops in Boston to suppress 
any insurrection, 1 Apiil. 

Tlie Quakei-s of Philadelpliia form the lirst anti-slaveiy 
society in the U. S., 14 April. 

Gen. Gage secretly despatches a force of 800 men to seize the 
stores and annnunition gathered by the patiiots at Concord, 18 
April; Dr. Warren becomes informed of the move, and Paul 
Bevere is hastened to Concord to arouse the minute-men; Pl^ 
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V 

1775. cairn, with the advance-^ard of the expedition, read 
Lexington at dawn, 19, and finds 70 minute-men, under Ca 
Parker, drawn up to oppose him; Pitcairn calls the patri 
rebels and orders them to dispei-se; on their refusal he co 
mands his men to fire, and the first blood of the Kevolution 
spilt; eight patriots are killed, several wounded, and ther 
scattered; after destroying the stores at Concord, the Brit 
hastily retreat to Lexington, pursued by the minute-men, wh< 
Lord Percy, with 900 men, comes to their aid, and the wh< 
force moves to Boston. 

Gov. Dunmore, of Va., seizes and conveys to a British mi 
of-war a lot of gunpowder belonging to the Colony, 20 Apr 
Patrick Henry, at the head of an armed body of citizei 
demands of the Governor, and recovers, the powder. 

The citizens of New York appoint a committee of 100, ai 
invest it with the charge of municipal affairs, pending instn 
tions from the Colonial Congress, 5 May. 

A number of volunteers from Connecticut and Vermoi 
unJer Cols. Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold, surprise t 
British at the fortress of Ticonderoga and capture it, 10 Ma 
Col. Sv3th Warner, with a few men, captures the Crown Poi 
fortress, both on Lake Champlain, 12; nearly 150 pieces 
cannon and much needed military stores fall into patriot ban 
by these successes* 

The second Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia, 
May; John Hancock is chosen President, 24; the dele^al 
resolve to resist further tyranny, vote to raise an army of 20,G 
men, and elect George Washington Commander-in-Chief of i 
the colonial forces, 15 June; the following officers are appoint 
to aid him: Artemus Ward, Charles Lee, Philip Schuyler, ai 
Israel* I'utnam, Major-Generals; Horatio Gates, Adjutac 
General; and Seth Pomeroy, Kichard Montgomeiy, Dav 
Wooster, WilUain Heath, Joseph Spencer, John Thomas, an 
Nathaniel Greene, Brigadier-Generals; in the meantime (2 
May), Articles of Union and Confederation ai*e agreed upon b 
the delegates from the thirteen colonies. 

Citizens of North CaroUna in convention a*, Charlotte, Mecl 
lenberg County, declare themselves independent of the Britis 
Crown, organize a local ffovernment, and begin preparatior 
for a military defense, 20 May. 

The British Generals, Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne, anive i 
Boston from England, with reinforcements, 25 May; the Britifi 
force now numbers nearly 12,000 men, besides several war-ve 
eels, under Admiral Graves. Gen. Gage issues a proclamatioi 
offering the King's pardon to all rebels (except John Hancoc 
and Samuel Adams) who will at once resume peaceful occup 
tions, 10 June, At the same time he plans a march to & 
interior, the details of which being reported to Gen. Ward, th 
patriot sends Col. Prescott, 16, with 1000 men to fortify Bun 
er's Hill; Prescott erects a redoubt on Breed's Hill, by mistak 
within cannon-shot of Boston* the British attack the work 
17, from their naval vessels anci the Copp's Hill fort, while Ge 
Howe leads a storming party of 3000 men; the America 
resist two charges, but give way before the thh*d, in wiu< 
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5. Clinton joins Howe with fresh troops, and retreat to Pi'ospect 
Hill; the British lose iu killed and wounded over 1000, and tlie 
Americans, 450, Gren. Warren bein^ amons the killed. 

Acting on instructions from tlie Provincial Cong^ress, Capt. 
JjBjnbj with a party of Liberty Boys, removes a number of ^ns 
from the Battery, in New York, in the face of a heavy fire from 
the British war-vessel Asia, 23 Aug. 

Gen. Washington sends a body of New York and New Eng- 
land troops under Gens. Scliuyler and Montgomery into Canada 
to cut off British supplies, Aug. : Montgomery lays siege to St. 
John and is stubbornly resisted for over a niontli: CoT. Ethan 
Allen, with 80 men, attacks Montreal, 25 Sept., unci is repulsed 
taken prisoner, and sent to England; another force, under CoK 
Bedell, capture the sti-ongliold at Chambly, 30 Oct., while a 
tlurd, under Col. Warner, repulse Sir Guy Carleton, Governor 
of Canada, at Longueil, near Montjeal, 1 Nov.; Gen. Presoott, 
Commander at St. John, alarmed at the Governor's defeat, sur- 
renders his iK)st to Montgomery, 3 Nov.; the Americans i ress 
toward Montreal, and under Montgomery enter the city, 13, 
Governor Carleton escaping on a vessel to Quebec: at this time 
750 men under Arnold ascend to the Plains of Abraham and 
demand the sun'endei* of Quebec: fearing a soi tie, Arnold falls 
back and is joined, 1 Dec. by Montgomery; they attemi)t to 
cany the city by assault, 31, but are defeated; Montgomeiy is 
killed, Arnold wounded, and the Americans under Morgan sur- 
render: the American loss in killed and wounded is 150, and 
tlie Bntish, 20. 

Peyton Randolph, of Va., first President of the Continental 
Cougi-ess, dies 22 Oct. 

Lord Dunmore, with a British fleet, is repulsed at Hampton, 
Va., 24 Oct., and declares open war; the local militia take the 
field, and he is again defeated, 9 Dec, at the Great Bridge, 
near Norfolk; five days later the Vii*guiians, under Col. Wood- 
ford, take possession of Norfolk; Col. Robert Howe arrives 
with Noith Cai-olina militia and assumes chief conmiand, 15. 

Daniel Boone settles in Kentucky, at Boonesbuiy. 

The Continental Congress passes an Act ordering the build- 
ing of thii'teen vessels, three of 24 guns, five of 28, and fLse of 
82, and appoints Ezeklel Hopkins Commander-in-Chief. 

A postal route is established and- Benjamhi l^nklhi h 
appointed the first Postmaster-General. 

The first issue of Continental money is made this year. 
1776^ Washington unfurls the first Union flag, 1 Jan. 

Lord Dunmore sets fire to Norfolk, Va., and bombards the 
place while the fire i*ages, 1 Jan. 

Thomas Paine Virrites, 8 Jan.: " Lec a Continental Conference 
be held, to form a Continental Charter, drawing the line of 
business and jurisdiction between Members of Congress and 
Members of the Assembly, always remembering that our 
strength and happiness are contmental, not provincial." 

Pame publishes "Common Sense" at Phila. (Jan.) ; 100,000 
oopies of it are sold. 

Gen. Charles Lee is sent (Jan.) with 1200 troops to NewYork; 
he enters the city the same day that Gen. Sir Henry Clinton 
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1776. arrives at Sandy Hook with a fleet (March) ; Clinton odb 
soutliward, and Lee, being succeeded by Gen. Putnam, 7. 
Maroli, hastens to thwart Clinton's designs in the Carolinafl ; 
Wasliington reaches New York, 14 Apiil, and fortifies tiie town 
and its approaches. 

The North Carolina militia, under Col. Caswell, defeat 1600 
loyalists on Moore's Creek, 27 Feb. 

Congress appoints an embassy, consisting of Benjamin Prank- 
lin, Silas Deane, and Arthur Lee (March), to proceed to France 
to solicit foreign sympathy and aid; and estiablishes a regular 
embassy at that Court, 22 Sep. 

Washington proposes an assault on the British at Boston, 1 
March; he opens a heavy cannonade from all the AmericaD 
batteries, 2: Dorchester Heights are occupied by an intrench- 
ing force, 4, and a line of €>i*tifications commanding the city 
and harbor is hastily constructed; a heavy storm prevents Gen, 
Howe attacking" the Americans with his fleet, and he is forced 
to evacuate the town with over 7000 troops, 17; Washington 
immediately enters the city, garrisons it, and sends tlie main 
body of his army to New York. 

Constitutions are adopted by South Carolina, 26 March; New 
Jersey, 2 July; Virginia, 5 July; Maryland, 14 Aug.: Dela- 
ware, 20 Sep.; Pennsylvania, 28 Sep.; and North Carolina, 18 
Dec. 

A large British fleet, under Admiral Sir Peter Parker, arrives 
off Charleston, S. C, 4 June; Clinton, who hurried from New 
York on the approach of Lee, makes a landing the same day 
on Long Island, near Sullivan's Island, S. C, and Lee, also by 
forced marches, reaches Charleston the same day ; the citizens 
had erected a palmetto-wood fort on Sullivan's Island, which was 
mounted with 26 guns and manned by 500 troops under CoL 
Moultrie; the British make an attack by land and water on the 
fort, 28 June; Clinton is prevented landing, and the fort 
delivers such a telling fire upon the fleet tha<; after a ten hours* 
struggle, the vessels withdraw; the royal Governor of South 
Carolina is fatally, and Admiral Parker seriously, wounded; the 
British lose in killed and wounded 225, and the Americans, 2 
killed and 22 wounded; during the fight, young Sergeant 
Jasper distinguishes himself by replacing the flag, which had 
been shot away, on a new staff upon the bastion; the British 
leave for New York, 31. 

Richard Henry Lee introQuces a resolution into the Congi*ess, 
7 June, declaring that ** the United Colonies are, and ou^ht to 
be, free and independent States; that they are absolved from all 
allegiance to the British Crown; and that their political connec- 
tion with Great Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved. " 
Seven of the thirteen Colonies vote in favor of the resolution; 
a committee is appointed to draw up a declaration in harmony 
with the resolution, consisting of Thomas Jefferson, Va.; John 
Adams, Mass,; Benjamin iranklin, Penn.; Roger Sherman, 
Conn.; and Robert R. Livingston, N. Y., 11; Jefferson is chosen 
chairman and assigned to prepare the declaration: the Lee 
resolution is taken up for consideration, 1 July, and tne declara- 
tion is submitted the same day; the resolution is adopted by g 
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(6. large majority, 2, and the Declaration of Inaependence reeeiyes 
a unanimous support, 4. 

Gen. Howe arrives at Sandy Hook from Halifax, 25 June, 
and takes possession of Staten Island, 2 July* lie is joined by 
his brother, Admiral Lord Howe, 12, and by the forces of Clin- 
ton from the south, and inust<MS a disciplined ai inv of 24,000 
men. Washington collects 20,000 raw militia in \cw York; 
he orders the Declaration of IndeptMidonce to be read to tlie 
army, 10 July, after which the i)0|iul:uo overthrow tlie Statue 
of George III. in the Bowling Green and (h:j«r it through the 
streets, Waslungton fortifies the water front, i)laces Gen. 
Greene in command on Long Island, and (jl(;n. Putnam at 
Brooldyn. Howe lands 10,000 men and forty pieces of 
cannon on Long Island, 22 August, and moves in three 
divisions, the left under Grant towaids (JSovvanus, the right 
under Clinton and Cornwallis toward tiie interior, and the 
centre under De Heister up the Flatbush road ; a conflict 
takes place, 27, at Flatbush; Sullivan is suiTounded, over- 
powered, and forced to sun-ender; Stirling is made juisoner at 
Gowanus; and by noon the British achieve a sijrnal victory; 
the Amencans lose 500 in killed and wounded. and 1100 piison- 
ers. Washington crosses over, 28, and directs an unperceived 
retreat to New York; at a council of war, 12 Sep., it is deter- 
mined to retreat to and fortify Harlem Heights; the British 
cross from Long Island and occupy New York, 15; they are 
defeated by the Americans on Harlem Plains, 10; Howe sends 
vessels up the Hudson, 20, and moves his army of 35,000 men 
into Westchester County; the two armies engage at White 
Flalus, 28 Oct., and the Amencans are driven fiom their posi- 
tion: Washington crosses the Hudson, 12 Nov., to Fort Lee: 
the Biltish capture Fort Washhigton, 16, losing 1000 men and 
tiding over 2,000 prisoners; the Americans abandon Fort Lee, 
18, which Cornwallis occupies with 6,000 men; he successively 
gains Newark, New Brunswick, Princeton, and Trenton; 
the retreating Americans cross the Delaware at Trenton just 
as the British reach the town, 8 Dec; Washington recruits his 
army, and with 2400 men he re-crosses the Delaware at McKon- 
key'S Ferry, above Trenton, 25 Dec, and surp'/ses the Hessian 
tioops in that town, 26, taking over 1000 prisoners, besides a 
large amount of ammunition, guns, and stores; he again crosses 
the river the same night; but returns, 30. 

The Algeilnes take 94 prisonera from American ships, 12 
July. 

A great fli-e breaks out near Whitehall Slip, New York, 21 
Sep., and destroys a quai-ter of the city, including Trinity 
Church. 

Washington engages Capt. Nathan Hale to make secret obser- 
vations in the British camps on Long Island; he is captured 
and executed as a spy, 22 Sep. 

The first Society of Shakers in the U. S. settles at Watervliet, 
N. Y., Sep. 

Sir Peter Parker enters Narragansett Bay, takes possession of 
Rhode Island, and blockades the American fleet at ftovklenWt 
9Dec* 
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VtH. Congress adjotirns from Philadelpliia to Baltimore, 12 Doci 

Rev. John Carroll, Charles Carroll, Benjamin Franklin, uA 
Samuel Cliase are sent by Congress on a political mission to 
Canada. 

Pennsylvania is purcliased from the Penn family by the com- 
monwealth. Paine publishes at Pliiladelphia the fii-st number 
of * The CrUis " (10 Dec.}. 

All the leaders of the Methodist Societies return to Eu.2;land, 
except Francis Asbury, who is protected by Judge White, of 
Delaware. 

Hampden-Sidney College, Prince Edward Co., Va., is founded. 
1777. Washington is joined at Trenton by the troops of Geti». CadwaU 
ader and Mimin, 1 Jan.: CornwalUs appears in force from 
Princeton, 2, and sli^t skirmishing occurs: Washington begins 
intrenching^ the enemy defers an attack until the following <&y; 
at night, Washington silently withdi-aws from Trenton, and at 
dawn, 3, he comes up to Cornwallis's reserve at Princeton; the 
Americans attack, the British charge, Washington leads a dis- 
ciplined corps to the field, and achieves a splendid victx)i7j 
Cornwallis, surprised at the deserted Trenton camp and hearing 
the firing at Princeton, hastens to aid his reserve and protect hS 
stores at New Bnins>vick; Wasliington goes into winter-quarters 
with his fatigued troops at Morristown. N. J.; American ekir- 
mishing pailies take possession of Newark, Elizabethtown, and 
Woodbridge, drive the Hessians in confusion to Statea Island, 
and harass the enemy throughout the spring. 

Gleorgia adopts a constitution, 5 Feb. 

Letters of Marque and Reprisal are granted by England 
against American ships, 6 Feb. 

Gk)V. Tryou, of N.Y., with 2000 British and Tories, invades 
Connecticut, destroys a large quantity of American stores at 
Danbmy, and burns the town, 26 April; on the following day 
he has an engagement with the militia near Kidgefield, and is 
driven to the coast, embarking under a heavy fire: Tryou loses 
about 300 men and the Americans 150, including Gen. Wooeter, 
killed. 

Col. Meigs, with a force of 170 men, crosses the Sound from 
Guilford, Conn., in whaleboats, 22 May, attacks the British 
provision station at Sag Harbor, burns a number of vessels and 
tiie storehouses with tlieir contents, takes 90 prisonera, and 
escapes without losing a man. 

Button Gwinnett, of Ga., a sisrner of the Declaration of 
Independence, dies. 27 May. 

Gten. Howe, passing from winter-quarters in New York, con* 
oentrates nearly his entire army at New Brunswick, 13 June: 
he makes several attempts to entice Washington to battle, ana 
nearly succeeds. 20, but sudderUy evacuates New Jersey and 
places his entiro'army on Staten Island, 80. 

The Stars and Stripes are adopted by Congress as the patriot 
fla^, 14 June. 

Gen, Burgoyne, with over 10,000 troops, begins the invest- 
ment of Ticoiidero^, wliere Gen. St. Clair has a garrison of 
8000 men, 2 July: tiie British erect works and plant gons on 
the summit of Ml. Defiance, 9» and that night the Americanii 
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r77. unable to cope with the enemy, undertake a secret retreat, bnt 
their bag^Lge, stores, and provisions are oveitaken and des- 
troyed at Skeenesborougb, while Die rear division of the army 
la routed at Hubbardtown after an obstinate action, 7; the 
remnants of the ariny reaches Foit Edward, Gen, Schuyler's 
headquarters, 12; liaving only 4000 men to oppose Burgoyne's 
force. Gen. Schuyler evacuates the fort, 29, and with Thaddeus 
Kosciuszko, a Polish refugee, as endneer, reti-eats down the 
Hudson valley to the mouth of the Mohawk, where he estab- 
lislies a fortified camp; Burgoyne reaches Fort Edward, 80, and 
sends a force to capture the provisions stored at Bennington, 
Vt., by the Americans; Col. Stark, at the head of the J«few 
Hampsliire militia, defeats this force, while Col. Warner defeats 
a strong reinforcement tlie same day, 10 Aug., the enemy 
losing 700, mainly prisoners, in the two engagements. 

Col. William Barton, with 40 militiamen, crosses NaiTagansett 
Bay in whaleboats, and silently penetrates to the quaixerg of 
Glen. Prescott, the British commander in Rhode Island, 10 
July; the General is seized in bed, and conveyed througli his 
own troops and fleet across the bay to Warwick. 

The Marquis de Lafayette comes to the aid of the Americans 
hi a vessel fitted out at his own expense, July; he vohmteers 
his services to the Congress, by whom he is voted a commission 
of Major-Greneral, 81; he is inU'oduced to Washington, 8 Aug., 
and is at once attached to the personal staff. 

Admiral Howe, leaving Gen. Clinton in command at New 
York, embarks with 18,000 men, 23 July, and sails for the Dela- 
ware capes; Washington pushes forward to Philadelphia with 
the main body of his troops; Howe, instead of going up the 
Delaware, ascends Chesapeake Bay, disembarks at Elkton,Md., 
25 Aug., and marches toward Philadelphiaj the British move 
in two columns against the American position, 11 Sep., the 
Hessians attacking at Chad's Ford, while the bulk of the anny 
crosses the forks of Brandywine Creek above, forcing the 
American right, under Sullivan, to give way; the contest lasts 
the entire day and results in the enemy's success; the Americans 
retreat to Chester at night and to Philadelphia the next day; 
the American loss is about 1200 killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
and the British total about 800; Count Pulaski, a Polish volun- 
teer, so distinguishes himself in the action, thatCongi*ess votes 
him a commission of BHgadier-General and gives him conmiand 
of the cavalry; Washmgton re-crosscs the Schuylkill and 
advances against Howe, near Goshen, 16, but a storm prevents 
a battle; fom* days later. Gen. Wayne is surprised by a British 
and Hessian force, under Gen. Grey, at Paoli, and loses 800 
men; Washington abandons Philadelphia to save his militaiy 
stores at Reading; Congress flees at the approach of the British, 
who occupy the city, 26, and reassembles at Lancaster, 27, and 
York, 80; Howe encamps at Gennantown and prepares to make 
Philadelphia his winter quartei-s. f 

J'ort Stanvvix, commanded by Col. Gansevoort, is Invested, 8 
Aug* 9 by Col. St. Leger with a mixed party of Mohawk Indiansi 
linaer Brant, and Tories; Gen. Herkimer, while rall3ring the 
flriUtia to Gansevoort's aid, falli into an Lidian ambusciMe^ 
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1777. Oriskany. 6, where his party Id defeated and himself mofd 
wounded; the same day, a portion of the garrison, under C 
Willet, make a saccessnil sortie; St. Leger raises the siege 
the approach of Ajuold and flees, 22. 

Distressed for want of food, Biirgoyne crosses the Hudft 
13, 14 Sep., and encamps on the heights and plains of Saratov 
the Americans, mider Gen. Gates, have advanced to StiUwat 
seeing which, Bur^oyne determines on an attack and moves 
within two miles of Gates, 18; a severe action occurs on fienu 
Heights, 19, terminating indecisively at dark: Burgjoy 
alarmed at receiving no reinforcements from Gen. Clint' 
boldly risks a second battle, 7 Oct., almost on the same groiu 
and is compelled to fall back upon Saratoga; the Amerlc: 
cut off his retreat, and force the siui'ender of his whole arr 
17; a large train of brass artillery, 5000 muskets, an Imme 
amount of r lunitions of war, and 6000 of the flower of 
British armr as prisoners reward and cheer the America 
besides giving them a prestige sadly needed at the time. 

Gen. Clinton, hasteaing to the relief of Burgoyne,with8 
men, assaults and captures Forts Clinton and Mont^mer 
Oct., and bums the village of Kingston, 13; learning of 
surrender, he immediately retreats to New York; Ticonder 
and all the foi*ts on the noi*thern frontier are abandoned to 
Americans. 

Forts Mifflin and Mercer, on opposite sides of the Delaw 
below Philadelphia, are attacked, 22 Oct.; Fort Merce 
attacked by 2000 Hessians, under Count Donop, and the sr 
garrison, under Lieut.-Col.-Greene, of R. I., repulse the cha 
at a heavy loss; the attack on Fort Mifflin is at first unsucc 
ful, but after resisting several charges the gaiTison abando 
and retire to Fort Mercer, which is also abandoned, 18 Nov 
portion of the British fleet sail unmolested up to Philadelpl 
20. 

The report of the committee appointed by Congress to tb 
up a plan of confederation is adopted, 15 Nov. 

Gen. Howe retires to winter-quartera at Philadelphia, 8 D 
and Gen. Washington to Valley Forge, 11. 

1778. During this winter, the waters of New York Bay are fi'ozer 

thick that the British take heavy cannon from Staten Ish 
to the city on the ice. 

Philip Livingston, of N. Y., a signer of the Dedaratioii 
Independence, dies, 12 Jan. 

France acknowledges the independence of the Ameri 
Colonies, and the King signs a treaty of alliance and oomm( 
with the American Embassy, 6 Feb.; the alliance clause 
regarded as a declaration of war by France against Gi 
Britain, and the two nations begin to prepare for hostilities 

Lord North, the British Prime Minister, introduces two I 
into Parliament, 17 Feb., by which Britain virtually conce 
all that has been the cause of controversy with the Americi 
and offers more tlian they had asked previous to their Indep 
denee Declaration; the bills are passed after much oppositi 
4nd the King signs them^ :l } March. The Earl of Carlisle, Gtec 
Johnstone, and William jUen are appointed Commission 
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mS. with Prof. Adam Fergason, as secret ar}', to proceed to America 
and negotiate a peace witii Coii^res?: a copy of /lie bills 
reaches Congress, 15 April, and the Coinini.''aionei'8 aiTive, 4 
Jmie; Congress pi-omptly rejects the bills, and refnses any 
negotiation until Great Britain withdraws her Jieets and armies, 
and in clear terms aclcnowledges tlie Uidependence of the Col- 
onies. 

The British Mintetry is officially Informed, 17 March, of the 
French treaty with the Americans, and immediately orders the 
evacuation of Philadelphia and the Delaware, and the concen- 
tration of troops and fleets at New York, 

The French Government orders, 18 April, a squadron of 12 
ships of the line and fonr large fi i<>.atef», under Count D'Esta- 
ing, to blockade the British th et in the Delaware; tlie fleet 
arrives, 8 July, but Admiml Howe, who had received the min- 
isterial orders, had left a few days previously and anchored his 
fleet at Amboy. 

Gen. Howe is succeeded by Sir Henry Clinton, as General-in- 
Chief of the British forces, in tiie latter jiart of May: Clinton 
withdraws the entire army from Philadelphia, 18 June, and 
starts for New York; Washington is anxious to attack him 
while in New Jersey; his council of oflicei-s overrule his opin- 
ion, but wlien the British reach Monmouth, he orders (5en. Lee 
to attack their rear; Lafayette's cavalry advance, 28, but Corn- 
wallis and Clinton charge them to a retreat; Lee loses his head 
and orders a retreat, and while the Americans are fleeing, 
Washington comes up and severely ordei-s Lee to rally his troops; 
shortly afterwards tlie battle becomes general and rages until 
dark; during the night, the British sileiitl y retreat, leaving 800 
Idllea on the field; the Americans lose about 70; on the follow- 
ing day Lee is an-ested, tried by Couit-nittrtial for disobedience, 
mBbehavior, and disrespect to Wa^liiniiton, found guilty, and 
suspended from command; Washington goes into camp at 
Middlebrook, on the Ha ri tan. 

Col. John Butler, with a force of some one thousand six 
hundred Tories and Indians, en lei's tlie Wyoming Valley, 
Penn., 2 July, and si)rea(l terror through the flourishing settle- 
ments; Col. Zebulon Butler, with a force of 400 soldiers, 
marches up the valley to check the invadei-s, 4, but is attacked 
and overi)Owered, losing nearly his whole force; nearly the 
entire garrison at the W^yoming fort are killed during a siege, 
and the survivors, with women and children, are shut up in tlie 
baiTacks and burned to death; the invadei*s tiien ravage all the 
settlements with fire, sword, and the tomahawk. 

Major George Kogera Clarke leads an expedition vtgalnst the 
British and their Indian allies in the wildernessof thefar nortn- 
west; he captures Kaskaskia, 4 July, the village of CahokLa, 9, 
and the sDong British post of Vincennes, on tlie Wabash, Aug. 

The French fleet appears off Sandy Hook, 11 July, but being 
unable to pass the bar to attack the British fleet at New York, 
it goes to Newport, R. I., to dislodge the British there; Admiral 
Howe, reinforced by sliij^s f i om England, hastens to the i-elief 
of Gen. Pigot; an American expedition under Gens. Sullivan, 
Qteene, and Luayetto. crosses the bay and lands on the northein 
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1778. part of Rhode Island, 9 Aug. ; on the following day, a prole 
land and sea movement against the British is frustrated 

f*eat storm, which parts and seriously damages the fleets; 
ritish fleet returns to New York, the French goes to Boston, 
Gen. Sullivan is forced to withdraw, having on his way a 
cessful encounter with Pigot's troops at Quaker Hill, 29. 

New York is visited by its second great fire, 9 Aug.; it bej 
in Pearl, near Broad Street, and rages with fury several ho 
consuming 300 buildings ; it is finally extinguished by the ii 
tary, as all the fii*e companies have been disbanded; onthesi 
day, the British powder-ship Morning Star is struck by lij 
ning and blown up» the explosion damaging many buildi 
along the shore. 

Clinton sends Gen. Grey on an expedition upon the soutli 
shores of Massachusetts and among the adjoining islands; G 
arrives in Buzzard's Bay, a rendezvous of American private 
5 Sep., and bm*ns 70 vessels, then destroys |323,000 wortl 
property in New Bedford and Fair llaven, and descendin« 
Martha's Vineyard, 7, seizes 300 oxen and 10,000 sheep, wl 
he takes to New York; Capt. Ferguson sails, 30 Sep. for L 
Egg Harbor, N. J., where lie captui*es a large amount 
American stores. ( 

The French fleet sails to attack the British possessions in 
West Indies, 3 Nov., and on the same day, Admiral Hotl 
(British) sails from Sandy Hook to intercept it; Admiral By 
wlio has succeeded Admiral Howe, sails for the same dest 
tion early in Dec. 

A party of Tories under Walter N. Butler, son of Col. J 
Butler, and of Indians under Brant, suddenly descend u 
the settlement of CheiTy Valley, N. Y., 11, 12 Nov., and 
or cany into captivity many of the inhabitants, but fai 
capture the fort. 

Gen. Clinton sends Col. Campbell with a force of 2000 i 
agamst Georgia, 27 Nov.; the troops land near Savannah 
Dec, defeat tlie small American force under Gen. lio 
Howe, and take possession of the city. 

1779. The fii-st society of Universalists in the U. S. is organiz^i 

Gloucester, Mass., 1 Jan, " i 

The Americans being sorely embarrassed by lack of fi 
and the extensive counterfeiting of continental money, C 
gress resolves, 2 Jan., to call upon the United States to pa 
their respective quotas of $15,000,000 for the year, am 
$6,000,000 annually for eighteen yeai*s fi'om the present y 
as a sinking fund: only $4,000,000 have been obtained by 1 
from Europe; and at least $100,000,000 of continental moi 
besides large local issues by the States, are afloat. 

Gen. Prevost, with a body of troops from East l^lorida, < 
tm'es the American fort at Sunbuiy, the only remaining t 
tary post in Georgia, 9 Jan., and uniting with Col. Campb 
force, Sf3ncls an expedition against Port Koyal, S. C, whic 
defeated, 3 Feb., by a force under Gen. Moultrie, with se^ 
loss; while the British are advancing to Augusta, Col. B 
organizes a body of Tories and commits devastations on the ' 
tn the royal ariiiy; at Kettle Creek he encounters, 14, A 
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Ml Pfckeiis with some Carolina militia, and Is totally defeated, 
Bovd being killed : a number of his men arc hung as traitors. 

An expedition irom the Biitisli fort at Detroit captures Vin- 
cennes from tiie Americans, Jan. Major Clarke, who hud taken 
the place the previous year, makes his way tlirough tlie 
drowned lands of Illinois, with 175 men, and comes witlihi 
right of Vincennes, 18 Feb. : with their faces blackened with 
gunpowder the men suddenly enter the place and cai)ture tlio 
entire garrison, 20. 

Gen. Putnam makes a i-emarkable escape from the enemy 
imder Gov. Tryon, at Hoi-se Neck, Conn., by driving his hoi*80 
down the precipice at the church, and escaping all the bullets 
fired at him by tlie astonished British (Feb.). 

Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, the new commander of the southero 
department, advances to the west bank of tlie Savannah and 
sends nearly 2000 men, under Gen. Ashe, across the river; at 
Briar Creek, Ashe is surpiised by Pievost, 3 March, and loses 
nearly his entire army; by rapid recruiting, Lincoln gathere 
a force of over 5000 men by the midilh* of April, and leaving 
Moultrie to watch Pievost, he begins, 23, a maich up the river 
to enter Georgia via Augusta; Prevost marches ui)on Charleston 
and demands its sunender, 12 May, but the approach of Lin- 
coln frightens him away; the Americans attack a British divi- 
don strongly posted at Stone Ferry, 20 June, but after a severe 
action are repulsed; the main body of the enemy now retire 
to Savannah. 

While these o])erations are in progress in the south, the cam- 
paign is being vigorously conducted in the north; Sir (ieorge 
Collier and Gen. Mathews, with a sniail llect, enter Hampton 
Roads, May, ravage both sides of tlwj P^lizaheth Kiver, destroy 
a large amount of property at Norfolk and Poitsmouth, and 
then Jiasten up the Hudson, where they co-operate with Gen. 
Clinton in capturing the fortress at Stony Point, 31, and the 
fort at Veqdanck's Point, oi>posite, 1 June; Collier, with 2500 
men under Gov. Tryon, sails, 4 July, for the Connecticut coast: 
New Haven is plundered, 5, East Haven burned, C, jt'airlicld 
burned, 8, and Norwalk plundered and burned, 12. 

Spain makes a secret treaty with France, April, and declares 
war against Great Britain, June; a gieat Spanish and French 
naval force attempts to effect an invasion of England, Aug., 
but a violent gale drives the ships into the open sea; an allied 
fleet lays siege to Gibraltar during the remainder of the year. 

Patrick Henry, of Va., dies, 6 June, aged G3. 

A naval expedition is fitted out at L'Orient by the American 
Und French Governments, consisting of five vessels, all under 
the command of John Paul Jones; it makes its first search 
after British merchantmen, June, and starting on the second, 
falls in with two English frigates, the Serapis and Countess of 
Scarborough, convoying a fleet of merchantmen, off Flambor- 
ougli Head, east coast of England, 23 Sep.; early in the even- 
ing, Jones, in his flagship, the Bon Homme IHchard, 40 guns, 
en^ges the Serapis, iE4 guns, commanded by Caijtain Peai-son; 
file frigates are lashed together and a furious battle rages for 
tiro hours} botl^ ve^aels t^^ IItq "i^d (he fiichar^ is about i^nh* 
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1770« ing, when tho American frigate Alliance comes up and dc 
a broadside into the Richard by mistake; a few moments 
she attacks the Serapi^^ which soon surrenders; out of 37c 
on the Richard with Jones, 300 are killed or wounded; , 
takes possession of tlie S'itapis, and after another severe en 
ment captures tlie Scarhoiough, while the Richard sinks; 
prizes, valued at $200,000, are taken to Holland. 

Gen. Wayne achieves one of the most brilliant victor 
the war in the recapture of Stony Point, 15 July, by a 
bayonet charges and iiand-to-Jiand fights, following a thoi 
surprise of the enemy; the British lose in killed^ wounded 
prisonei*s upwards of 600 men, besides a large amount of 
tary stores, while the total American loss is about 100. 

Massachusetts fits out a flotilla of 37 vessels for an expe< 
against the British post on the Penobscot River; it arri^ 
July, and, after a delay of fifteen days, the American 
about to assault, when a British fleet suddenly appears, 13 
and completely destroys the flotilla. 

George Ross, of Penn., a signer of the Declaration of 
pendence, dies, July, 

Major Lee surpiises the British garrison at Paulus 1 
opposite New York, 19 Aug., kills 80 and takes 160 p: 
ers, for which daring act Congress votes him its tlianks ; 
gold medal. ^ 

A strong force under Gen. Sullivan (3000 men) march 
the Susquehanna f rom Wyomipg, and is joined at Tioga 1 
22 Aug., by Gen. James Clinton with 1600 men; the t 
attack a large body of Indians and Tories, fortified at El 
29, and defeat them beyond resistance; Sullivan then 
through the Indian country, burns forty of their villages 
destroys 150,000 bushels of corn. 

The French fleet returning from the West Indies, D*Ej 
is ordered to the coast of Georgia to co-operate with Gten. 
coin in an assault on Savannah; he reaches the coast, i 
and a united siege is laid to the cit}'^; an assault is made, 1 
and the Americans are repulsed, with a loss of nearly 1( 
killed and wounded. Count Pulaski receiving a mortal 
Count D'Elstaing withdraws his fleet, and Gen. Lincoln re 
into South Carolina, 18. 

Fearing an attack from the French fleet, Sir Henry Cl 
orders a retreat of the forces in Rhode Island to New 
and it is made in such haste, 25 Oct., that the British lea 
their heavy artillery and a large quantity of stores b 
them. 

Joseph Hewes, of N. C, a signer of the Declaration of 
pendence, dies, 10 Nov. 

The British Parliament votes for the service of 17PD, th< 
of 1100,000,000, 85,000 seamen, and 35,000 troops, in ad^ 
to those already in America. 
1780. This is a year of almost uninterrupted disaster to th^p 
cause; Sir Henry Clinton, leaving Gen. Knyphausen In 
mand at New York, anives on the coast of Georgia late in 



k. 



>vith the bulk of his army, convoyed by Admiral Arbat 

fc(? leave? SavaimaU, 10 Feb., talw8 po^wslon of the ia 
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)^ Bonth of Charleston, 11, crosses the Ashley Biver, S9 March, 
and beghis erecting batteries near the American works, 1 
April; Arbuthnot passes Fort Moultrie with his fleet, 9 A]>ril, 
and anchoi-s in Charleston Harbor* Clhiton sends a detiuluncnt 
of 1400 men under Webster, Tarleton, and Ferguson against 
Gen. Huger, at Monk's Comer, 14, when tlie Americans are 
Borprised and put to flight; Tarleton surprises a | atriot cori)ft 
on the Santee, 6 May, Fort Moultrie is surrendei ed ( he same 
day, and Gen. Lincoln, completely environed by the enemy 
and with no prosiiectof relief for his little band, is comi^elled 
to surrender Charleston, with himself and his command pris- 
oners, 12. With a view to recovering the rest of the province, 
Clinton dispatches three expeditions— one seizes the post or 
Ninety-Six, another scours the Savannah country, and the third, 
under Cornwalli3, crosses the Santee and occupies Georgetown; 
elated at the ensuing apparent tranquillity, Clinton places Corn- 
wallis in command, and leaves for New York, 5 June, with the 
greater part of his troops. 

The Bank of Pennsylvania, the first in the U. S., Is chartered 
1 March, and located in Philadelphia. 

The Assembly of Pennsylvania passes an Act for the gradual 
abolition of slaveiy, 1 March. 

The town of Nashville, Tenn., is founded. 

Congress sends Gen, Gates to succeeil Baron de Kalb, who, 
by tlie sun-ender of Gen. Lincoln, had become Commander-in- 
Chief in the South. 

Gen. Knyphausen, with 5000 men, crosses from Staten Island 
into New Jersey, 7 June, occupies Elizahethtown, bums Con- 
necticut Farms, and approaches Springfield, but withdraws on 
the advance of ta'oops from Morristown ; Clinton, on his arrival 
at New York, joins this force with additional tioops, 22 
June, sends Washington on a feint towards the Highlands, 
and strikes Greene at Springfield, 23, with 5000 infantiy, a 
large cavalry force, and 20 guns; Greene defeats Clinton, who, 
after firings the village, retreats to the island. 

Benjamu) Randall, having been converted by the ])reaching 
of George Whitefield, is ordained, and organizes at New Dur- 
ham, N. H., the first Freewill Baptist Church in America, 80 
June. 

• A powerful French fleet under Admirfil Ternay, with 6000 
soldiers under the Count de Rochambeau, arrives at New]iort, 
R. I., 10 July; to prevent a conflict of authority, the King of 
Prance, at the personal solicitation of Lafayette, appoints 
Washington a Lieutenant-General of France, by which he 
outranks the Count and becomes Commander-in-Chief of the 
united forces. 

In South Cai'olina, Col. Sumter attacks a British force at 
Rocky Mount, 30 July, and is repulsed : rallying his forces he 
surprises and defeats a large body ot British regulai-s and 
Tories at Hanging Rock, 6 Aug. Gen. Gates approaching with 
reinforcements for the south. Lord Rawdon masses the British 
at Camden and sends for Cornwallis, at Charleston; Gates 
advances from Clermont, 14, to surprise the British, while 
CkmwaUiB and Bawdon leave Camden to surprise the Amerir 
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1780* cans; the armies meet near Sanders' Creek, and a genem 
engagement is oi>eneU, 16; the Americans are charged i^thtta 
bayonet and by Tai'leton's cavahy, and being outnumbered SLvm. 
suiTOunded, arc completely routed, with a loss in killecJ 
wounded, and prisoners of 1000, besides all their artillery atxi 
ammunition: the British loss is 350; Baron de Kalb is amon^ 
the wounded, mortally. Two days later, Sumter's coi'ps is sur- 
prised by Tarleton, at Fisldng Creek, and routed with heavy 
loss. 

A Convention of the New England States is held in Boston, 
Aug., which declares for a more solid and permanent union 
under one supreme head, and " a Congress competent for the 
government of all those common and national affairs wliich do 
not nor cannot come within the jurisdiction of the sepai'ate 
States." 

Benedict Arnold, one of the bravest and most skilf all of the 
patriot generals, whose services had been rewarded by Congress 
witli the command of Philadelphia after the evacuation, smart- 
ing under a reprimand administered by Washington in obedi- 
ence to the sentence of a court-martial, determines upon a 
com*se of the blackest infamy; appointed commander of the 
important fortress of West Point, on the Hudson, Aug., he 
negotiates a surrender of the post with Clinton through Major 
Andre, the British Adjutant-Ueneral, his price bemg £10,000 
and a commission as Brigadier in the British army; Andr6 bsuIs 
up the rlvei in the Vufture, confers with Arnold near Jiaver* 
straw, 22 Sep., and, attempting to return to the vessel, finds it 
has been driven down the river by artillerists at Teller's Point; 
he crosses the river in disguise, and while making his way to 
New York by land, is seized at Tarrytown, 23, by John 
Paulding, David Williams, and Isaac Van Wart, who find in 
his boots the criminating* papers; he is tried by court-martial, 
declared a spy on his own confession, and hanged at Tappan, 
2 Oct.: Arnold effects his escape; Congress votes each of 
Andr^ s captors its thanks, a silver medal, and a pension of 
$200 a year for life. 

Under orders from Cornwallis, Col, Ferguson lnvado« J^orth 
Carolina, Sep.; he crosses Broad River, 1 Oct., and encaippson 
King's Mountain with 1500 men; the Americans suQcfenly 
attack him, 7, and after an obstinate defence, he is killed, 800 
of his men are killed or wounded, and the remainder are 
taken prisoners, together with 1500 stand of arms, at an Ameri- 
can loss of 20. Gren. Sumter, having retaken the field with a 
body of volunteers, defeats the British under Major Wemys at 
Broad River, 12 Nov., and on being attacked by the notorious 
Tarleton, at Blackstocks, 20, compels liim to retreat after a 
heavy loss of cavalry men. Throughout the winter, Gen.Marion, 
with his iiTegular brigade, leads and directs a great many har- 
assing expeditions against the British from his encampment on 
tiie I^dee. 

Gen. Greene is appointed to~ the command of the armies In 
the south, superseding Gen. Gates, 30 Oct. 

Great Britain declares war ^i^inst Holland^ 90 Deo.» on cDt* 



M. eofertog that a oommcrc&Bl treaty te being ni^gotiated between 
^bal tdwotry and the U. 8. 

Henry Laurens, ex-Presldent of Consress and newly-ap- 
pointed Minister from the U. S. to Holland, is seized, wliile on 
his way to his post, by an English fiigate, taken to London, 
and incarcerated in the Tower, 
81. All the Pennsylvania troops, 1300, break camp at Morristown, 
in a mutiny, 1 Jan,, and stait for Philadelphia to demand of 
Congress their arrearages of pay : at I^inceton they aie met by 
agents of Gen. Clinton, who seek to entice them either to enter 
the British semce or to permanently abandon the Amercana; 
tlie troops seize the agents and deliver them to their com- 
mander, Gen, Wayne, as spies; O^ngress appoints a conunis- 
eion which accedes to the demands of the troops, and a large 
part of the Pennsylvania line is disbanded. 

Benedict Arnold, as a Biitish Brigadier, leads an expedition 
of 1600 British and Tories into Virginia; he destroys a 1*' >♦ 
amount of public and private stores in Bichmond, 6 Jan., and 
makes his neadquartei's at Poitsmouth, after foilifying it, 20. 
Washington sends Lafayette, with 1200 men, to capture liim, 
and tho Trench fleet sails from Rliode Island to assist, 8 Maich; 
Clinton, learning of the movemvit, hastens Admual Arbuth- 
oot from New York: he attacks tiie Fi*ench fleet. 16, forcing it 
to return to Khode Island; Gen l^hilips joins Arnold with 2000 
men, 26, and takes chief command. 

Just as Cornwallls is preparing for a second march in North 
CSarolina, Gen. Greene sends Gen . Morgan to the west of South 
Carolina, when Cornwallls directs Tarleton to disperse the 
command: Morgan at fiist retreats before ttie oupeilor force of 
Tarleton, out at the Cowpexis, 17 Jan.. the Americans rally, 
and in a general charge utterly rout tbe Biitish, killing and 
wounding 800, taking 600 prisonei-s, and securing 100 cavalry 
horses and a large baggage dain, at a loss of 72 killed and 
wounded; Congress votes Morgan a gold medal for his victoiy. 

A portion of the New Jei-sey trooi^s break camp at Pompton, 
in mutiny, 18 Jan.; Washington sends 500 men under Gen. 
Robert liowe to quell the mutiny; on his arrival he hangs two 
of the leadei-d, 27, upon w^hich the others submit. 

Robert Morris is placed in charge of the public Treasurj' by 
Congress, and, through his rare executive ability in collecting 
the newly hnposed ta!xes, and*his patriotism in giving Congress 
the use of his private fortune and his personal credit, he 
enables the armies to undeitake more cheerful and vigorous 
campaigns* ^' 

After Tarieton*s defeat, Comwallis destroys his heavy bag- 
gage, and begins a forced march towards the Catawba, whither 
Morgan is also speeding; Morgan reaches the river fii-st, closely 
pursued by Comwallis, and crosses in safety; Coinwailis, two 
hours later, halts on the bank, designing to cross in the morn- 
ing, but a heavy rain comes up during the oigbt, rendeiing the 
river impassable for two days; this gives the Americans an 
%dvantage; Greene joins Morgan, 81 Jan., and continues the 
retreat; tho American* reach the Yadkin first and cross; the 
BdtUh^dofie iipoii llfoelir }i(9^^ ^i^ ss i*, t^!^^^^!»; % siniikyr 
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1781. storm breaks, and whilfi Grreene is pursuing his retreat to 

Virginia, Comwallis is retarded by having to seelc anoth 
crossing; Greene is joined at Guilford Court House byt 
remainder of his army, 7 Feb., and reaches his tliird river (ti 
Dan) just aliead of the British, who are once more checked 
the rising of the watei-s, 14; here Comwallis abandons t 
phenomenal pursuit, and returning to the south, fixes his 
at Hillsborough. 

George Taylor, of Penn., a signer of the Declaration 
Independence, dies, 23 Feb, 

Tlie State of New York makes a concession to the Congr 
of all its country north of the Ohio, 1 March. 

By 1 March, Greene has secured an army of neai-ly 5000 
men, and feeling strong enougA to cope with Con&wallis, he 
recrosses the Dan into Carolina and prepares for an engage- 
ment at Guilford Court House; the British boldly attack, 15 
March, and after a desparate battle, the Americans fall back, 
leaving the field to the enemy, losing in killed and wounded 
400, against a British loss of 500, including a number of prom- 
inent officers; Comwallis retires to Wilmington, and subse- 
quently begins (25 April) a march upon Virginia. Greene, 
resolving to re-enter South Carolina, encamps on Hobkirk** 
Hill, near the British post at Camden; here Lord Rawdon 
attacks him, 25 April; after a preliminary success, a Maryland 
* regiment throws the American line into confusion, and a geiv 
eral rout ensues. 

Gen. Marion's brigade and Col. Henry Lee's cavalry begin 
to stem the tide of disaster; through their skilfull manoeuver- 
ing the Americans take Fort Watson, on the Santee, 16 April, 
Orangeburg, 11 May, Fort Motte, 13, the post at Nelson's Feiry, 
14, and Fort Granby, 16. Lee captures Fort Galphln, a few 
miles below Augusta, 21, and demands the surrender of thai 
post; on being refused he lays riege, 23. and the British capi- 
tulate, 5 June. Lee and Pickens then join Greene inthe siege 
of Fort Ninety Six, but on the approach of Hawdon, 19, the 
Americans retreat. 

Just before Lord Rawdon's reL>4m to England, he reluctant!]^ 
consents to the execution of Col. Isaac Hayne, 1 July, a firm 
and popular patriot who has been convicted on a charge ol 
breaking his parole, after the occupation of Charleston. 

Gen. Clinton, under the belief that Washington is about at- 
tacking New York, and hoping to deprive him of Lafayette's 
army, now in Virginia, orders Comwallis to conquer that sec- 
tion; the latter crosses from N. Carolina, overruns the Jame^ 
River country, takes Rlchnioj?d and Williamsburg, sustains aq 
attack by Lafayette and a charge by Wayne, near rortsmoutiL 
takes the latter place for an encampment, but abandons it, and 
concentrates his army, 1-22 Aug., at Yorktown, which, witL 
Gloucester Point, on the opposite side of the York River, he 
fortifies. Very opportunely for Washington, a second fleet, 
under the Count de Grasse, arrives from France, and is sent to 
ttie Chesapeake^where it blockades the James and York HIveiu 
J9-dOAug; 
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BM. I'nth a view to distractinfr Washingtoirs attention, Clinton 
sends Arnold on an expedition into Connectiiiit; the traitor 
]aD(l8, 6 Sep., and marches against Fort Tninibiill, l^elovv New 
London, which surrenders at his demand; the same day, a dc- 
tadinoent carries Fort Griswold, on the east side of the 1 Iianies, 
by assault, and at the surrender, Col. Lcdyard, the Commander, 
is run through the body with his own sword l)y tlie I^ritish com- 
mandant; nearly all the garrison are killed or wounded after 
the surrender; Arnold then bums New London and withdraws 
to New York. 

The battle of Eutaw Springs, 8 Sep., between Greene and 
Col. Stewart, Rawdon's successor, in which, after a bitter fight 
of four hours, Greene withdraws from the iield, then reoccupies 
it, and leads a fniitless pursuit of the enemy, closes the field 
actions of the war in the Carolina district. Congress votes 
Greene a special gold medal for his sei-vices. 

Having successfully deceived Clinton as to his real purposes, 
Washington suddenly withdraws the combined French and 
American army from the neighborhood of New York, and by 
an extraordinary march appears before Yorktown, 30 Sep. He 
prepares for a vigorous assault, and on 9 Oct., his batteries oi>en 
fire on the town; several redoubts are taken, 14; nearly 100 
pieces of heavy ordinance are brought to bear on the works, 16; 
Comwallis attempts to escape by cutting his way through a 
French detachment at Gloucester Point, but is i)revented; he 
smrenders the posts of Yorktown and Gloucester, with over 
7000 British soldiers, toWashington, and all the shipping in the 
harbor to Count de Grasse, 19. Sir Henry Clinton reaches the 
mouth of the Chesapeake with 7000 men five days after the 
surrender, and immediately returns to New York. 

Congress appoints 13 Dec, as a day of public thanksgiving 
and prayer for the great success of the Ameiican armies. 

The Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, is incoii)orated 
by Act of Congress, 81 Dec. 
1, During the winter, many attempts are made in the British Par. 
liament to terminate the war, but the King and ministry oppose 
any relaxation of subjugating efl'orts. The Commons, 4 March, 
resolve that all who advise the King to continue the war shall 
be regarded as public enemies; the administration of Lord North 
comes to an end, 20, and a strong peace paity succeeds. SuGuy 
Cai'leton is appointed to succeed Sir Henry Clinton in command 
of the force9»in- America, and lands in New York early in May 
with instructions to negotiate for an early treaty of peace: in the 
main, hostilities cease; de Grasse sets sail for the West Indies; 
Kochambeau establishes his army in Virginia, awaiting events; 
Wasliington sends reinforcements, under Gen. St. Clair, to 
Greene, and returns with the bulk of his army to the Highlands. 
The summer passes in correspondence and negotiations, except 
In the south, where the Biitish evacuate Savannah, 11 July. 
Preliminary articles of peace are signed at Paris. 80 Nov., by 
Richard Oswald, on the part of Great Britain, and Messrs. John 
Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, and Henry Laurens on 
thepart of the IT. S. 
BoUand recognizes the independence of the U. S*» 19 ApriL 
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178d. The Associate Reformed Church is founded at Pequa, 
13 June, by a union of the Associate and the Reformec 
byterian Churches. The synod is formally constituted ir 
delphia, 80 Oct. 

The British evacuate Charleston, 14 Dec , and the Ame 
under Gen, Greene, make a triumphal entry, 15. 
Washington College, at Lexington, Va., is founded. 
The first Jewisli settlement in Philadelpliia is made, 
1783. An Insurrection is threatened in the Patriot army, ovvin^ 
inability of Congress to pay either the officers or nien S) 
services. Major John Armstrong prepares a i)aper and 
lates it throughout the army, 1 Marcli, ailling upon tlie 
to unite in a demonstration for their money whicli shall nc 
arouse the fears of Congress, but of the people as well, a 
the consequences of fuitlier delay. Washington pre 
counteracts the strong influence of the manifesto by con> 
his officers, 15, and obtaining from tliem a declaration o: 
unshaken confidence in the justice of Congress and tlieir 
try. 

A number of the clergy of the Chui*ch of England m 
eonvention, 25 March, and elect Rev. Dr. Samuel Seabu 
New York, to be their Bishop; lie makes application t 
Archbishop of York, England, to be consecrated, but tha 
late declines to consecrate a citizen of the U. S. with 
special Act of Parliament. 

Congress proclaims a cessation of hostilities, 11 Aprl 
latifies the preliminary treaty with Great Britain, 15; the 
gi'essional Proclamation is read to the army, 19. 

The army officers stationed at Newburg, N. Y., meet 
the suggestion of Baron Steuben, 19 June, and organize 
selves into an association, under the name of the Society < 
Cincinnati. They propose to commemorate their seiTi^ 
the field by frequent reunions, to aid such members a 
become reduced in circumstances, and to perpetuate the as 
tlon by permitting the oldest male descendant of an or 
member to enjoy all its privileges. » 

The last international act in the revolution is consumi 
23 Sep., when a definitive treaty is signed by David Haith 
the part of Great Britain, and Dr. Franklin, John Adams 
John Jay, on the part of the U. S.; tlie treaty fully con 
the independence of the American States, secures bount 
extending north to the great lakes and west to the Missis 
restores the two Floridas to Spain, and accords the Amej 
an unlimited right of fishing on the banks of Newfound 
During the war,Great Britain sent 112,584 troops for land-s( 
and over 22,000 seamen to America, and the Colonists iiad 
000 Continental soldiei'S and 56,000 militia under arms. 

By a general order of Congress the army is disband 
Nov., a small force being retained at West Point, N. Y., i 
command of Gen. Knox, until the organization' of a ] 
establishment. 

The British army evacuate New York City, 25 Nov. ; 
Knox moves his troops down from West Point and halts i 
Bowery, and as the British march to Whiteliall, he f oUow; 
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^^ tJreg poggession of Fort George, the artillery on the Battery 
Jjluting the U. S. flag, and the citizens giving Gov. Clinton and 
™6 pnndpal civil oflicers of the State who accompany Gen. 
• ^^ a tremendous reception . 

Washington summons his officers to meet him at his quarters, 

<5onier of Pearl and Broad Streets, New York, 4 Dec, and then, 

^^ copious teai-s and prolonged sobs, he takes an affectionate 

"Jewell of each; the ceremony over, lie proceeds direct to An- 

^*Polis, Md., where Confess is in session, and returns to it, 23, 

**® commission it gave hmi over eight years ago. He rendei-s 

*^ account of his expenses as Comniander-in-Chief , amounting 

J'J about $74,480, but declines to receive any compensation for 

"*® services, and seeks the retirement of his farm. 

.Congress agi*ees upon a measure to support public credit by 

^talnmg from the States money, raised by duties on imported 

g^ds and internal taxation, for funding the whole national 

2^t)t; but the recommendation does not receive the assent of all 

^^ States. 

The States of New York and Virginia, having ceded their 

^estem lands to the general Government, Congress this yeai* 

**^que8t8 tliat those States which have not already done so, will 

^^e portions of theh* territory, as a fund to aid in payment of 

^ r^® public debt. 

^hn Jay is appointed Secretary of Foreign AfTaii-s, March. 

The first step towards the formation of a collective body of 
^e Episcopal Church in the U. S. is taken at a meeting of a few 
clergymen from New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, at 
New Brunswick, N. J., 13, 14 May. Their plans are matured, 6 
Oct., at an adjourned meeting, attended by 15 clergymen and 
U laymen representing New \ork. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware. They agree to recommend 
to the churches in the several States to send clerical and lay 
delegates to a convention to be held in Philadelphia, 27 Sep., 
1785. Bishop-elect Seabury, having been refused consecration 
' by the Archbishop of York, England, applies to several Scotch 
ISishops who are not connected with the State, and he is con- 
secrated at Aberdeen, 14 Nov., by Bishops Kilgore, Petrie, and 
Skinner. 

The Continental Congress assembles in Trenton, N. J , 1 
Nov. ; it adopts a recommendation to the States that tliey shai) 
authorize the General Government, for the term of 15 ye* *^, to 
prohibit the Importation or expoitation of goods in ves. ^Is 
belonging to or navigated by the subjects of any power wiii. 
whom the U. S. have not formed commercial treaties; and to 
prehibit the subjects of any foreign nation, unless authorized by 
treaty, from imi)orting into the U. S. any goods not the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the nation whose subjects they are. 
This measure fails through lack of consent of the States. 
Complain*^8 are made that the western military posts are stiil 
occupied by the British, contrary to an express provision of the 
treaty, and that the retiring British army have carried away 
alaves belonging to citizens of the U. S. 

Rev. Tliomas Coke, LL.D., a Presbyter of the Chui-ch of 
Koglandy arrivea ixx America^ 8 Nov.; he gunuuons all tb0 
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1784. Methodist preachers to meet him in Baltimore, 25 Dec, and 
tliat day the Methodist Episcopal Church is formed, with Dir 
Coke and Francis Asbury as superintendents; at this time ther* 
are 83 itinerant preachei-s and 14,988 lay members in the ne^ 
Church. 

Connecticut cedes her claims to all lands lying 120 miles we^ 
of the western boundary of Pennsylvania to the Grenera. 
Gk)vernment. 

The first Swedenborgian missionary to the U.S., Jam&j 
Glen, settles in Philadelphia. 

Connecticut takes preliminary steps for the abolition of slav- 
eiy within her limits. ' 

The Massachusetts Bank, the second in the U.S., is established 
Id Boston. 

The Pennsylvania Packet or the General Advertiser is changed 
from a weekly form and becomes the fii*st daily newspaper in 
the U. S. -^ 

1785. The Continental Congress assembles in New York, 11 Jan.; 

endeavore are again made to obtain financial relief by forming 
commercial treaties with foreign powers; principles upon which 
it is deemed advantageous to form such treaties are drawn up 
by Thomas Jefferaon and adopted by the Congress. Messrs. 
John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson are 
authorized to negotiate treaties in accordance with these princi- 

Sles; John Adams is appointed Mhiister Plenipotentiary to 
keat Britain, Feb., to arrange our commercial relations with 
that country upon terms more favorable to the U. S., and to 
adjust several matters of dispute which have arisen between the 
countries, the chief being the alleged non-fulfillment and 
infractions of the treaty of peace. 

Early in the year, a dispute arises between the U. S. ancf 
Spain concerning the navigation of the Mississippi and th€ 
boundary line oi the Floridas, Spain attempting to exclude 
Americans from that river and claiming a more northern boun- 
dary to her ten-itory. Negotiations are begun in the summer 
between Mr. Jay, Secretary of Foieign Affairs, and Don Diego 
Gardoqui, the new Spanish Minister, but are suspended without 
an issue until after the new government is formed. 

Commissioners appointed by the Legislatures of Virginia and 
Maryland meet in Alexandria, March, to form a compact 
respecting the navigation of the Potomac and. Roanoke Rivei-s 
and Chesapeake Bay. They agree to recommend to their 
respective governments the appointment of new Commissioners 
to an'ange for maintaining a naval force in the Chesapeake and 
to fix a tariff of duties on Imports, subject to the approval of 
Congi'ess. 

Stephen Hopkins, of Rhode Island, a signer of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, dies, 13 July. 

The body which becomes the General Convention of the 
Univerealist Church is organized, Sep. 

An Episcopal Convention is held in Philadelphia, 27 Sep.; a 
L . oommittee is appointed to coirespond with the Archbishops and 
■ ' Bishops of the Church of England with a view to obtaining tbe 
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ITSS j^iscopate for the American diurches; an adjoummeiM ts taken 
to 20 June, 1786. 

William Wliipple, of N. H., a signer of tlie Declaration of 
Independence, dies, 28 Nov. 

Dr. Franl^lin, U. S. Minister to Fitmce, after an absence of 9 
years, obtains leave to return home, and Mr. Jeffereon is 
appointed his successor. 

Charleston, Philadelphia, and New York simultaneously 
berin the exportation of American cotton. 

The tlrst Shaker house of worship in the U. S. is comi^leted 
in New Lebanon, N. Y. 

The fust city directory published in tlie U. S. appears in 
Philadeli)hia, 

Massachusetts cedes all its western territoiy to the General 
Government. 
I786i The Legislature of Virginia adopts a resolution, 21 Jan., proix)s- 
ing a Convention of Commissioners from all the States to con- 
sider the condition of trade and the expediency of a uniform 
system of commercial regulations for their wmmon interest and 
lasting peace. This convention assembles in Annapolis, 11 Sep., 
with delegates from Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, New 
Jersey, and Delaware only; finding themselves powerless for 
effective work, the Commissioner adoi)t a repoit to be pre- 
sented to their respective States and to the Congress, urging 
the calling of a general convention of delegates from all the 
States to meet in Philadelphia, for a more extensive revision of 
the articles of confederation, on the second Monday in May, 
1787. During the year, delegates are appointed in all the States 
except Rhode Island. 

The committee of the Episcopal Convention, appointed to 
secure the Episcopate for America, receive a reply from the 
Archbishops of the Clmrch of England early in tlie spring, 
declining compliance with the request until they are advised of 
the alterations proposed to be made in the prayer-book. At the 
ineetii>g of the convention, 20 June, the committee is instructed 
to communicate the changes deemed necessary for the Church 
in America. 

Congress, having failed to secure the consent of the States to 
several measures designed to raise money to fund the national 
debt, makes anotlier and modified call. ^ The part of the plans 
which applied for internal taxes having met with gieater oppo- 
sition than any othei-s. Congress now requests of the States 
authority to cany into effect those parts only which relate to 
import duties. All the States except New York promptly 
comply, that State denying to the Federal Government the 
power to collect the duties, reserving to itself not only this right, 
but the light also of paying the duties in its own bills of credit. 

The financial distress continues to spread, and in Massaclm- 
setts, where it is particularly severe, the people begin to organ- 
ize for relief; disturbances are fomented in various parts of the 
8tate during tlie summer and fall; and in Dec. there is an 
nprisingof some 2000 men in the northwest, under the leader- 
rtdp of Daniel Shays, a Revolutionary officer. They demand 
tint the collection of taxes shall be suspended at once, that tfai? 
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1786 State expenses be reduced, and that the Ledslatore authoris 
the emission of paper-money for general circulation. TheinsuH 

fents prevent the holding of Couits and threaten to attack \M 
tate Arsenal; two bodies of militia are accordingly sent a^aim 
them, under command of Gens. Lincoln andShepard,andth.^ 
are speedily dispersed, 

Kosciusko, Aide and Engineer to Washington during t;l 
Revolutionaiy War, retm*ns to Poland, and is appointed Ik&jo 
tJeneral by the Diet. 

Lord Cornwallis Is sent to Gibraltar as Governor-General am 
Commander-in-Chief, and successfully terminates the wa 
there. 
1787, All obstacles against the consecration of American Bishops hav- 
ing been removed, the Rev. Dre. White, of Penn., and Prevoost^ 
of New York, are inducted into the Episcopacy, in the Chapel 
of Lambeth Palace, London, England, 4 Feb. ' 

The Congressional Committee to whom the report of the Ac 
napolis Convention was referred, Messrs. Dana,Varnum, S. M. 
Mitchell, Smitli, Cadwalader, Irvine, Forest, Grayson, Blount^ 
Bull, Few, and N. Mitchell, report thereon, 21 J?eb., strongly 
recommending the different Legislatures to appoint delegates to 
the proposed tJonvention in Philadelphia. Congress adopts a 
resolution declaring the expediency of holding the Convention 
for the sole and express purpose of revising the articles of con- 
federation, and transmits it to the Speakers of all the State 
Assemblies, to be laid before the legislators. 

Delegates from nearly half of the States assemble in Pliila- 
delphia, 14 May; a majority of the States being represented, 25, 
the Constitutional Convention is then opened by the election of 
George Washington as president, and tlie appointment of Wil- 
liam Jackson as secretary. A majoiity of the delegates resolve 
to foi*ra a national government, consisting of a supreme judi- 
cial, legislative, ana executive branch, in opposition to tnose 
delegates who maintain that the Convention has a right only to 
amend the existing articles of confedei-atlon. Edmund Kandolph, 
of Va., off el's a senes of resolutions containing the ou^Unes of 
a plan of government, 29. This "Virginia Plan**^roves 
objectionable to the State Rights delegates, and the fact leads 
Mr. Patterson, of N. J., to submit a sclieme more in harmony 
with their views. Both plans are referred to a committee of the 
wholCald June, and the **New Jersey Plan' ' is rejected the same 
day. The ** Virginia Plan" is modified and reported by the 
committee of the whole, and each of the fifteen resolutions is 
considered separately. The report as amended is accepted by 
the Convention, and, with the ** New Jersey Plan " and a third 
one presented by Mr. Pinckney, of S. C, is refen-ed to a com- 
mittee of detail, consisting of Messrs. Kutledge, Randolph, Gor- 
ham, Ellsworth, and Wilson; this conunittee report the Consti- 
tution, 6 Au^. It is materially altered in several places by the 
Convention in accordance with compromises of a sectional 
character or interest effected among the delegates; 89 of the 55 
delegates to the Convention sign the new constitution, 17 Sep.; 
it is Immediately transmitted to Congi*ess. which forwards it to 
^hd eeyeral Stat^ Conventions for ratincation; it is adopted 
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1)7 Delaware, 7 Dec, by Pennsylvania, 12, and by New Jersey, 
lo, of tlie i)resent y e.ar. 

The States owning lands in the west having ceded them to 
the General Government, Congress pas8es an ordinance, 13 
Jnly, establishing a form of government for the territory of the 
U.S. northwest of tlie Ohio, being substantially the plan drafted 
by Tliomas Jefferson, who had in view the formation of at least 
17 States from the whole ti*act. Before passing the ordinance, 
the provision that after the year 1800 there shall be neither 
shivery nor involuntaiy seiTitiule in any of the States, otlier 
thaa in tlie punishment of ciimes, is stricken out. 

Thomas Stone, of Aid., a signer of the Declaration of Ind'^r 
pendence, dies, 6 Oct. 

John Adams remains in England until Oct. of this year,when, 
the British Couit persisting in declining to enter into a com- 
mercial treaty with the U. o., or even to appoint a muiister to 
the new nation, he is, at iiis own request, recalled. 

The Legislature of Pennsylvania, out of giatitude for the 
Revolutionary War services of the Germans and respect for their 
iDdustry, endows a college in Lancaster for their benefit, to be 
forever under their control. The Kev. Dr. Muhlenberg, the 
great Lutheran pioneer, U chosen its firet i)resident. 

South Carolina cedes its western territory to the General 
Government. 

The manufacture of cotton is first attempted in the U. S. at 
Beverly, Mass. 

The manufacture of salt, from the Onondaga Sidings, near 
Syracuse, N. Y., is begun. 

5. Tlie new constitution is ratified by Georo:ia. 2 Jan. t Connecticut, 
•: Massachusetts, 7 Feb.; Maryland, 28 Apiil; S. Carolina, 23 
May; New Hampshire, 21 Juno; Virginia, 27; New York, 26 
July; and North Carolina, conditionally, 7 Aug. Kliode Island 
did not call a ratifying convention. In the conventions of Mas- 
sachusetts, New Yoi k, and Viiginia, the Constitution encounters 
a senous opijcsition which for a time threatens its rejection. 
Upon the receipt of the ninth notice of ratification (from N. H.), 
the success of the measure is assured. The notices are referred 
to a Congressional Committee, who, 14 July, repoit a resolution 
designating the fli*st Wednesday in Jan. next for choosing 
Presidential electors, the first Wednesday in Feb. for the elec- 
tors to meet and vote, and the first Wednesday (4) in March 
as the time, and New York as the place, for beginning national 
operations under the new Constitution. Congress adopts the 
report, 13 Sept. 

Gen. Gage, of the Revolutionary Arm}', dies, 2 Apiil, aged 67. 

John Penn, of N. C, a signer of the Declaration of lnuei)en- 
deuce, dies, Sep. 

It is estimated that since the establisnment by Conp*ess of a 
government over the Northwest "^l erritory, at least 20,000 men, 
women, and chUdren liave become settlei*s along the banks of 
the Oliio Kiver. 

Thomas Nelson, of Va., a signer of the Declaration of Indepen- 
deuce, dies. 4 Jaxu 



102 XtUUmrof the Vhiied SkOea. 

1789. ? Electors are chosen by 10 States to cast votes for PreddeB 
and Vice-Presiclent (Jjin.). 

The fii-st Electoral College, consistln<5 of 69 electoi-s from 1( 
States, meets (Feb.), and casts votes for President and Vice- 
President. 

The firet national Congress of the U. S. assembles in New 
Yoik, 4 March; the House reports a quorum present, 1 April, 
and the Senate, 6; on the latter day, the temporary president 
of the Senate reports that he lias counted the votes of the Pi'esi- 
dential electors in tlie presence of both Houses, and finds tliJL' 
George Washington, of Va., has been unanimously electee 
President of the U. S., and that John Adams, of Mass., haviik^ 
received the next highest number of votes (34 out of 69), 5 
elected Vice-President. 
^. The remaining votes for Vice-President are: John Jay, € 

R. H. Harrison, 6; John Rutledge, 6; John Hancock, 4; Ge< 
Clinton, 3; Samuel Huntingdon, 2; John Milton, 2; Jaiac 
Armstrong, 1; Benjamin Lincoln, 1 ; and Edward Telfair, - 
Adams takes his seat as Vice-President in the chair of tt 
Senate (21 April). 

Washington receives the official notice of his election, atM 
Vernon, il April, and reaching New York, 23, is welcomed "b 
tiie Governor and conducted with military honors to quartei 
prepared for him. Tiie oath of office is administered to him b 
Chancellor Livingston on the street balcony of the City Hal 
(**Federal Hall," as it was afterwards called), 30, and th' 
inaugural address is delivered immediately after in the Senate 
Chamber before both Houses of Congress ; the services aw 
concluded by the President and the entire Cfongress attending 
special services in St. Paul's Church. ? 

On the reassembling of Con<^ess, the Senate devotes itseli 
to the organization of a national judiciary, and the House to a 
system or revenue. Oliver Ellsworth, of Conn., drafts apian 
for the judiciary, which, after being amended so as to provide 
for a Supreme Court, with one chief justice and several assod- 
ate justices, and cuxuit and distilct courts with jurisdiction ovei 
specified cases, is concurred in by both Houses. In the House, 
Mr. Madison introduces a resolution calling for the ]evy o1 
duties on certain goods imported into the U. S. and on the ton 
nage of vessels. In accordance with this, Congress passes lt{ 
first tariff law, 4 July, imposing specific duties on a long list o: 
articles and ad va'orrm duties on others, and establishing a dis 
criminating duty of six cents a ton on American and fifty cent 
a ton on foreign vessels, besides fixing the rate on good 
imported in American vessels at 10 per cent, less than I 
brought in on foreign bottoms. 

Three executive departments, designed to aid the Presiden 
in the management of the Government, are ci-eatcd by Con 
gress: the Department of Foreign Affairs, or of State, 27 July 
the Department of War, 7 Aug. ; and the Depaitment of tht 
Treasury, 2 Sep.; the heads of the departments are to be knowi 
as Secretaries, and will receive an annual salary of $3,500 each 
In filling the offices, Thomas Jefferson is appointed Secretary 
nl Foreign Affah-s; Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of tb 
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• Tre&Stiry: Gen. Knox is continued as Secretary of War; and 
Edmund Kandolph is appointed Attorncy-Gene.val. 

The President completes tlie organization of the judiciary 
system by appointing John Jay, of ^. Y., Chief Justice, and 
Messrs. John Rutledge, of S. C.; James Wilson, of Penn.; 
William Cushing, of Mass.; Robert Harrison, of Md.; and John 
Blsdr^ of Va., A.ssociate Justices. 

Silas Deaue, U. 8. Minister to France In 1770, dies in England, 
98 Aug. 

Congresses passes a bill for the temporary establishment of a 
post-office department, 22 Sep. 

The Pope appoints Rev. John CaiToll, of Md., a Bishop in 
*he Roman Catholic Church, with a diocese embracing the 
jrholeof the U. S., 6 Nov. 

North Caiolina fully ratifies the new Constitution, 21 Nov. 

Tlie first conference of the congiegations of United Bretlu*en 
in Christ is held in Baltimore. 

The first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. meets in Pliiladclphia ; at this time there are 188 
Jiinisters and 419 churches, distributed into four synods and 17 
presbyteries. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church in the U. S. of America 
holds its firet convention hi Philadelphia and adoijts a constitu- 
tion. 
W. At the request of Congi*ess, the Secretary of the Treasury pre- 
sents a plan for maintaining tlie public credit, 15 Jan. Mr. 
Hamilton proposes that the General Government shall assume 
not onlv the public, foreign, and domestic debt, but also the 
debts or the States incurred during the war; the entire cost of 
the war is estimated at 1130,000,000, exclusive of losses by 
individuals and the States, computed at |40,000,000 more. 
Treasury payments have been made to the amount of nearly 
193,000,000*, the foreign debt amounts to $11,710,378, and the 
domestic debt, mainly due to the officers and soldiei'S of the 
war, to $42,414,085. Congiess adopts Mr. Hamilton's ])lan, 9 
Mai'ch, and authorizes the President to bon*ow $12,000,000 to 
pay oflf the foreign debt; it also sanctions an additional loan of 
$21,500,000, payable in certificates of the State debts. A board 
of commissionei-s is appointed to settle all claims against the 
General Government. 

Congress passes an Act to provide for taking a census of the 
inhabitants of the U.S., 1 March; the returns show the popula- 
tion to be 8,929,326. 

The territory southwest of the Ohio, formerly belonging to 
N. Carolina, and subsequently known as Tennessee, is provided 
with a Territorial Government, 26 March. 

The first patent-right law is passed, 15 April, and the first 
copyright law, 31 May. 

Benjamin Franklin dies at Philadelphia, 17 April, aged 84. 

Rhode Island ratifies the new Constitution, 29 May. 

Congi'ess decides, 16 July, to fix the seat of Government at 
Philadelphia for 10 years, and afterwards permanently at soma 
pdnt on the Potomac Biveiw 



IM Sistory of the United SUOes. 

1790. The Indians on the northwest frontier haying began nrnif ^ i^i 
ting depredations upon white settlers, Congress authorizes tili0 
raising of 1500 men, 800 regulars and the remainder PennsjJ- 
Y^tnia and Kentucky militia. The command is given to ioreom 
Harmar, who is instructed to penetrate to the Indian settle- 
ments on the Scioto and Wabash Rivers, and destroy them- 
Many of t\\Q towns are burned and a large quantity of corniB 
destroyed, but in two battles in Indiana, 17, 23 Oct., the army 
suffers a serious defeat. On Gen. Harmar's defeat. Gen. Aithii^ 
St. Clair, Governor of the Northwest Territory, is appointed i^ 
succeed him, and a new campaign is projected. 

Sir Guy Carleton is created Baron Dorchester and appointe^^ 
Governor of all the British forces in North America, except i 
Newfoundland. 

Maryland and Virginia cede to the U. S. a total of 10 squ 
miles on each side of the Potomac for the seat of the natio 
Grovernment. ^ 

The national revenue for the year is reported at |4,771,00(^ - 
the imports are $23,000,000; and the expoi-ts, $20,205,156. 
1701« After a lengthy and most excited debate, Congi-ess passes a bil^- 
9 Feb., to chai-ter a national bank, to be located in Philadelphis^' 
and to have a capital of $10,000,000, of which $2,000,000 is 
be subscribed for the benefit of the U. S. Government, and th 
remainder by citizens. The duration of the charter is limited 
4 March, 1811, and the faith of the U. S. is pledged that nO 
other bank shall be established under its authority during thi^ 
period. The books of subscription are opened in July, and tL3 
popular demand is much larger than the legal limit. 

Early in the spring. Gen. Scott leads a body of Kentucky 
volunteera against the hostile Indians on the Wabash. A second 
expedition, under Gen. Wilkinson, is sent out, July; and Gen. 
St. Clair takes the field with 2000 men, Sep. While encamped 
80 miles north of Fort Washington, St. Clair is surprised by the 
Indians, 4 Nov., and defeated with a loss of 900 men in lolled 
and wounded. Gen. St. Clair resigns the command of the army, 
and Gen. Wayne is appointed his successor. 

Vermont, formed from territory formerly belonging to New 
York, and with an area of 10,212 square miles, having adopted 
the Constitution, is admitted into the Union as a State, 4 March. 

Benjamin Harrison, of Va., a signer of the Declaration ol 
Independence, dies, April. 

Under Washington's direction the political capital of the U. 
S. is planned and laid out by Andrew Ellicott; the President 
deshes it to be called the Federal City, but it is named after 
him, 9 Sep. 

The 2d Congi-ess assembles, 24 Oct.; an apportionment of 
representatives, according to the census of last year, is made; 
both Houses pass a bill making the apportionment conformable 
to a ratio of 30,000. The President vetoes this as unconstitu- 
tional by reason of the contemplated distribution of fractional 
representatives; a bill, fixing the ratio at 33^00, and apportion- 
ing the representatives according to the President's views, is 
tiien adopted; this ratio fives the House a membership of 105. 
In his message, the President suggests a modii^tion of ^he Act 



HiOory of the Lnited StaU%. 105 

Ht laying duties on spirits distilled in the U. S., as the law has pro. 
Yoked strong i)opular opposition and led to numerous assaults 
upon revenue officers while attempting to collect the duties; a 
8%ht modification is accordingly made, but not sufiicient to 
allay the discontent. 

The first Sunday School Society in the U. S. is organized in 
Philadelphia. 

Samuel Salter, a young English cotton-spinner, with jMoses 
Brown, inaugurates cotton-spinning in tlie U S. at Pawtucket, 
R. I., starting three cards, drawing and roving, and 73 spindles, 
wliich aro worked by an old fulling-mill water-wheel in a 
clothiere' establishment, the machinery being made by Slater 
himself. 

The Legislature of Pennsylvania passes an Act appropriating 
C,000 acres of land to the Free School of the Lutheran Church, 
in Philadelphia, as a further testimoninl to German thrift. 

Tlie national expenses for the year are $^7,207,539; the debt 
is $75,463,470; the imports are |29,200,000; and the exports, 
119,012,041. 
^2. Congress passes laws for the encouragement of fishhig, b)' 
granthjg bounties to the ownei-s of fishing-vessels and to the 
nshennan; for providing more eflfectually for the public defense, 
by establishing a uniform militia system; for authorizing tlie 
Pi*esident, in case of invasion or insurrection, to call out the 
militia; for establishing a mint and regulating the national 
coinage; for reorganizing the post-oftice; for regulating the 
election of Pi*esident and Vice-President; and for declaring 
what oflScer shall act as President in ctise of vacancy in the 
offices of President and Vice-President; and adjourns, 8 Way. 

Captaui Gray discovers and eutci-s the Columbia liiver, 11 
May. 

Kentucky, formed from territoiy formerly belonging to Vir- 
ginia, and with an area of 87,600 squaie miles, is admitted into 
the ifnion as a State, 1 June. 

Lord North, the Minister of George III., under whose adn.tn . 
istmtion England lost her American colonies, dies, July, 
aged 60. 

Gen. Burgoyne dies in a fit, in London, 4 Aug., aged 60; his 
remains are interred in Westminster Abbey. 

The Reformed Church in the U. S. severs its connection with 
the parent body in Europe. 

Washington, though anxious to retire to private life, is per- 
suaded to accept a renomination as Presidential candidate. In 
the elections, 15 States, with 132 electors, vote: Washington 
receives the total vote, and is declared unanimously elected : of 
the candidates for Vice-President, John Adams, Mass., receives 
77 votes; George Clinton, N. Y., 50; Thomas Jefferson, Va., 
4; and Aaron Burr, N. Y., 1; Mr. Adams being re-elected. 

A stiong opposition to the President's administration is 
developed throughout the year, and the differences between the 
Federalist Party, headed by Alexander Hamilton, which embra- 
ces those who favor the concentration ot power in the General 
Government, and tlie Republican Paity, headed by Thomas 
Je0er9on^ which advocates the diffusion of power among the 
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1792. people, are eagerly assumed by the public. The antagonism of 
his chief secretaries causes Washington great conceru. 

The national expenses for the year are $9,141,509; the debt 
is 177,227,924; the imports are $31,500,000; and the exports, 
$20,753,098. 

1793. Congress fixes tlie salary of the President of the U. S. at |25,- 

000 per annun, 8 Feb. 

The first f a,2:itive-slave law, providing for the return of fugU- 
tivcs from justice and persons escaping from the semce of thei* 
masters, by requisition of the Governor of the State from whence 
they escaped on the Governor of the State in which they ma-^ 
be found, and inflicting a penalty of a fine and imprisonmen. 
for harboring, concealing, or aiding in tlicir escape, is passed 1>^ 
Congress, 12 Feb. 

The U. S. Supreme Conrt decides that a State may be su^< 
by a citizen of another State, J'eb.; this decision leads to tl:i 
adoption of the 11th amendment to the Constitution. 

Edmund C. Genet, Minister from the newly -establisho 
Republic of France, reaches the U. S., 8 April; he immediately 
begins to fit out privateers to prey upon the commerce of Eng 
land, Spain, and Holland, against whom France has declarec 
war, and demands the immediate payment of the remainder o: 
the French debt of the U. S., although not yet due. ThePresidenl 
issues a proclamation of warning aUd neutrality, 9 May: Genet 
insists on the right to arm vessels in the poi-ts of the U. S. as 
well as to try and sell prizes there. He encourages the forma- 
tion of democratic societies on the plan of the Jacobin Clubs o^ 
Paris, and sets on foot two military expeditions against th© 
Spanish dominions, one from S. Carolina and Georgia fortha 
Invasion of the Floridas, the other from Kentucky against NevT 
Orleans and Louisiana. The President calls a cabinet meetings 
11 July, when, the conduct of G^nct having become intolerable, 
it is unanimously decided to demand of France his recall. 

Roger Sherman, of Conn., a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, dies, 23 July. 

The President lays the corner-stone of the Capitol building 
t* Washington, with Masonic ceremonies, 18 Sep. 

John Hancock, President of tlie Continental Congress in 
1776, and first signer of the Declaration of Independence, dies, 
8 Oct., aged 56. 

The 3d Congress eonveaes, 2 Dec; in the House, Frederick 
A. Muhlenburg, ^i Pe«n., is elected Speaker over Theodore 
Sedgwick, of Mims., iadioating an opposition nrnjority. Mr. 
Je^^soA makes a« elaborate rei^ort to the House, 16, on the 
Gommereial condition of tlie U. S.; he says that, of the exports, 
nearly one-half are carried to Great Britain and her dominions, 
and that about four-fiftlis of the imports come from the same 
countries. The American shipping is 277,519 tons, of whicli 
not quite one-sixth is employed in the trade with the above 
countries; in all the nations of Europe most of our products 
bear heavy duties, and some articles are wholly prohibited. 
Prance has recently relaxed some of lier restraints, while Spain 
has made free ports of New Orleans, Pensacola, and St. August 
4to^, and given wst f r^e acceps to l^er West Indi» Islands, 
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B* Thomas Jefferson resigns the Secretaiyship of Foreign 
Affairs, 31 Dec; Edmund Randolph is appointed his successor; 
and tlie oflSce of Attorney-General, vacated by the appoint- 
ment, is filled by William Bradford, of Penn. 

1^ W!iitney,of Conn., invents the cotton gin. 

Count D'Estaing, Admiral of the French fleet during the 
latter part of the Kevolutionary War is guillotined in raris, 
for alleged treason, aged 65. 

The national expenses for the year are |7,529,575; the debt 
is $80,352,634; the imports are $31,000,000; and tlio exports, 
$26,109,572. 
1794. Tlie popular indignation against Great Britain is strongly 
reflected in the national legislation. Mr. Madison, 4 Jan., intro- 
duces resolutions in the House, declarin<j it expedient to increase 
the duties on the tonnage of vessels of nations which have no 
commercial treaties >vith the U. 8., and on their manufactures 
of leather, metals, wool, cotton, hemp, flax, and silk, and to 
reduce tlie tonnage duties on vessels of nations having such 
treaties; and to increase the duty on importations fi*om the 
West Indies in foreign vessels from ports from which Amencan 
are excluded. A notable debate is had on tlie resolutions, but 
the House comes to no decision. A report, made in response to 
a resolution declaring tliat a naval force adequate to tlie pro- 
tection of the commerce of the U. S. against the Algerine cor- 
sairs ought to be provided, is taken up, 5 Feb., and a bill pro- 
viding for the constiuction of 6 frigates, 4 of 44 guns and )i of 
86 each, is passed by both Houses and signed by the President. 
Mr. Sedgwick proposes, 12 March, to raise a military force of 
15,000 men and to authorize the President to lay an embargo 
on foreign vessels for 40 days; his resolutions are lost, but the 
subject is again brought up, 26, when a substitute is adopted 
laying an embargo for 80 da5's on all vessels in tlie ports of the 
U. S., bound to any foreign place. A bill is also passed for 
fortifying certain ports and harbors. Mr. Smith declares that 
provision ou^rhtto be made for the indemnification of all citiz- 
ens of the IL S., whose vessels or cargoes have been seized and 
confiscated by any of the belligerent powei-s, upon which, Mr. 
Dayton moves a resolution for the sequestration of all debts 
due from American citizens to Bntish subjects, and to compel 
their payment into the treasury as a fund for the proposed 
indemnification. Mr. Clark introduces a more stringent resolu- 
tion, 7 April, to prohibit all commercial intercourse with Great 
Britain, so far as respects the jn-oducts of Great Biitain and 
Ireland, until her government shall make compensation for 
injuries sustained by citizens of the U. S. from British armed 
vessels, and until the western posts are vacated. The House 
gliikes out the westeni-posts clause and passes the resolution, 
but the Senate defeats it bv the casting vote of the Vice- 
President. 

While Congi-ess is thus fanning the war flame, the President 
determines on an effort at negotiation, and, 16 April, nominates 
Chief Justice Jay as Envoy Extraordinaiy of the U. S. to Great 
Britain. He is instructed to labor for restitution, for spoliations 
of American commerce, the fulfillment of the Ixeaty of peace. 
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1794* and, if successful in these, tor a treaty of commerce. Mr. Ja 
embarks on his mission, 13 May. 

The President having insisted upon the recall of the Frenc 
Minister, Genet, his place is supplied by M. Fauchet, who i 
instructed to aiisure the American Government that France dit 
approves of the conduct of his predecessor. 

Shortly after the adjournment of Congress, 9 June, the dia 
content with the lav7 levying duties on distUled spirits leads t 
an open insurrection in vrestern Pennsylvania, wWch gradual]; 
spreads into Virginia. The President issues proc&mation 
a|pinst the insurgents, 7 Aug. and 25 Sep.; these, havingn 
effect, are followed by an order calling out the militia of vTi 
ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New J * ey. G Henr 
jjee, Governor of Virginia, is placed in command, and proceed 
inff to the insurgents' district,()ct., soon quells the disturbance 

During the winter. Gen. Wayne builds Fort Recovery, ne: 
the scene of St. Clair's defeat by the Indians; he advances in. 
the Indian country during the summer, builds Fort Defianc 
aad, moving down the Maumee River with 3000 men, strilc 
the hostiles near the rapids, 20 Aug., and completely rou 
them, and then lays then* country waste. 

John Withei-spoon, of N. J., a signer of the Declaration 
Independence, dies, 15 Nov. 

Baron Steuben, of the Revolutionary Army, dies at Steub^ 
ville, N. Y., 28 Nov., aged 61. 

The national expenses of the year are |9,302,124; the d« 
is $78,427,404: the imports are $34,600,000: and the expor 
$33,020,233. 
1795. Secretary Hamilton reports a plan, 15 Jan., for the redem 
tion of the pubUc debt, and an Act based upon it is adopted I 
both Houses; it establishes a sinking fund, consisting of tl 
surplus revenues, of bank dividends, and the proceeds of th 
•ales of public lands; the duties on domestic sph-its and o 
stills are to be continued only until 1801, and all other dutie 
are pledged to the payment of the debt. 

Gen. Sullivan, of the Revolutionary Army, dies, 28 Jan. 

Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury, resigns, 8 
Jan., and is succeeded by Oliver Wolcott, of Conn. 

The President receives a copy of a treaty of amity, commerce 
and naviffation, concluded by Chief Justice Jay and Lord Grar 
ville, 19 Nov. on 7 March; he submits it to the Senate in specie 
session, 8 June; after violent debates it is ratified by a vote c 
20 to 10 (24). Tlie treaty secm-es indemnity to American mei 
chants for the seizure of their propeily by British vessels, an 
pledges a suirender of the western posts by 1 June, 1796. 

By Act of Congi-ess it is provided that after the 1st May th 
national flag shall consist of 15 stiipes, alternate red an 
white, with a union of 15 white stars in a blue field. - 

Josiah Bartlett, of N. H., a signer of the Declaration < 
Independence, dies, 17 May. 

About 1100 chiefs and warriors of rhe western Indian trilx 
meet U. S. Commissioners at Greenville, 3 Aug., and sign 
treaty of peace, ceding a large tract of land to the U. S. 

A treaty of peace is signed between the (J. S. and Algiere^ 
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Mu Sep-, by which all American captives are released from imprls- 
onmeut upon the payment of an annual tribute by the U. 8. to 
the Dey; 

Tlie long-pending disputes between the U. S. and Spain are 
settled by a treaty, 27 Oct., in which Spain concedes the claim 
of the U. S. in the matter of the FloHda boundary, and the 
right to a free navi^tion of the Mississippi. Compensation is 
to be made to American citizens for property illegally seized by 
Spanish cruisers. 

The 4th Congress meets, 7 Dec, and the Senate, by a vote of 
14 to 8, approves the foreign policy of tlie President. 

Sir Henry Clinton, Governor of Gibraltar, dies, 23 Dec., 
aged 57. 

Tlie national expenses for tlie year are $10,405,069; the debt 
is $80,747,587; tlie unports are $69,756,208; and tlie exports, 
$47,989,472. 
190. The Republic of France presents a flag to the American Govern- 
ment, through Minister Adet and President Washington, 1 Jan. 

Samuel H&ntington, of Conn., a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence, dies. 5 Jan., aged 68. 

The Fi-ench Minister of Foreign Affairs informs U. S. Minis- 
ter Monroe, Feb., that the Fi-ench Directory consider tlie alli- 
ance between tlie U. S. and France ended by the Jay treaty; 
that the French Minister to the U. S. is to be recalled; and that 
a special envoy is to be sent to make the announcement. A few 
days later, Mr. Monroe is served with a long list of complaints 
preferi*ed by the French Government against the U. S. The 
President recalls Mr. Monroe, 9 Sep., api)ointing Charles C. 
Plnckney, of S. C, in his place; their letters are presented, 9 
Dec. Two days afterward. Mi*. Monroe is informed by the 
French Minister of Foreign Affaii-s tliat the Directory will no 
longer recognize a Minister from the U. S. until after a 
reparation of the grievances demanded of the American 
Government. 

RufusKing, of N. Y., is appointed U. S. Minister to England, 
20 May, to sucxjeed Thomas Pinckney, recalled at his own 
request. 

Tennessee is admitted into the Union as a State, with an area 
of 45,600 square miles, 1 June. 

President Washington, declining another election, issues his 
valedictory to the American people, 17 Sep. 

Gen. Anthony Wayne, of the Revolutionary army, dies at 
Presque Isle, 17 Sep., aged 51. 

With Wasliington out of the field, the Presidential campaij^ 
gives the two political parties the firet practical oppoi-tunity Kir 
measuring their strength before the country. The Federalists 
nominate John Adams for the Presidency, and the Republicans, 
Thomas Jefferson. Sixteen States, with 138 electors, vote this 

5 ear, with the following results: John Adams, 71; Thomas 
efferson, 68; Thomas Pmckney, 59; Aaron BmT, 80; Samuel 
Adams, 15; Oliver Ellsworth, 11; George Clinton, 7: John Jay, 
5; James Iredell, 3 ; Samuel Johnston, 2 ; George Washincton, 
3; John Henry, 2; and Charles C. Pinclmey, 1. John Adams 
b therefore elected second Fre9i4e»t of the U* 9«t ^^ 
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1796. Thomas JeflPerson, Vice-President. A Maryland Elector 
both votes for Adams, the first piece of '^practical politics." 

The national expenses for the year are 18,367,776; the debt 
is $83,762,172; the imports are $81,436,164; and the exports. 
$67,064,097. 

1797. John Adams is inaugmated President of the United States, and 

Thomas Jefferson as Vice-President (4 Mai-ch). 

Washington retires fiom public life. 

The hitherto friendly relations of the United States witf» 
France aic intenupted. The treaty negotiated by Jay betweeU^ 
the United States and England has given offence to France - 
The French Duectory issues decrees against American coot*r 
merce, on the alleged ground of a violation by the Unil0^ 
States of her neu&al stand between England and Fran(5^* 
Ships flying the American flag aie captured by French crui^" 
ei-s, and condemned, in alleged violation of treaty provisioC*^ 
and international law. Gerry, Mai-sliall, and Pinckney are se:*^* 
to Fj-ance as Special Envoys to remonstiate and negotiate a n©"^^ 
treaty. 

An epidemic of yellow fever appeai-s for the second time ^^ 
Philadelphia, and dela5's for some time the openhig of \t^^ 
iecond session of the Fifth Congress. 

The Quakers of Philadelpliia present a petition to Congre^ 
against slavery; Congress after debate refuses to receive it. 

The national expenses for the year are $8,626,012; the debt fc 
$82,064,479 ; the imooits aie $75,379.406 , and the exports, 
$56,850,206. 

1798. The condition of affah-s with France still continues unsettled. 

The desi)atchesof the Special Envoys to the President are made 
public, in which it appears that Talleyrand had refused to treat 
with them until a bribe had first been presented to the 
Directoiy. I'he names of the three agents of Talleyrand 
who attempted to secure the bribe in Tallyrand's name 
are designated in the despatches as X. Y. Z. The publication 
of the A. Y. Z. despatches produces great excitement, and is 
quickly followed by the return of two of the Special Envoys, 
without having negotiated any settlement of difficulties. The 
countiy is moused to a high pitch of resentment against France, 
and Congress votes appropriations for increasing the Navy and 
Army. During the greater paii; of this year, although theie 
has been no fonnal declaration of war between the countries, 
France and the United States maintain a small naval warfare 
against each other in the waters around the West Indies; ves- 
sels are captured and their crews taken prisoners. Hostilities 
cease toward the end of the year. 

The song "llail Columbia" is written by Joseph Hopkinson, 
to the music of "The President's March, " comi^osed in 1789, 
and becomes the populai* song of the day. 

The political proverb, ** ^llllions for Defence and not one 
Cent for Tribute," is originally used by Charles C. Pinckney, 
one of the Special Envoys to France. The name Democrat la 
first applied to designate a political paity to those members of 
the ** Kepublican '* Party who are friendly to France; the tem 
M used hy the Federalists as an '< ei^itbet of reproadi." 
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HM. The Naturalization Laws are amenclecl so ns to require a resi- 
dence In the country of fourteen years, instead of live as for- 
merly required. 

An A(% is passed by Congress suspending all commercial 
relations with France. 

The sloop of war Delawars, under the command of Decatur, 
o^tnres a French privateer. 

Die press exerts a powerful influence in shaping public 
opinion. The greater number of newspapei-s are edited by 
foreigners. Philadelphia has 8 dally papers, Now York 5 or 6, 
and Boston, though it has no d.iilies, publishes 5 or 6 semi- 
weeldies. The tone of the press is violent and abusive of pub- 
lic men; but the best papera have contrib ators among the dis- 
tinguished men of the day, such as Hamilton and Aladison. 
The MinerfM^ a New York City daily, es nblished in 1794, at 
about *hip time changes Hjp U'lme to tlie Commercicd Advertiser, 
It is edited by Noah Webster, who subsequently became the 
anther of "Webster's Dictionary." 

The Alien and Sedition Acts are ])assed ])y Congi'ess. They 
provide generally by fine and imprisonment against conspiracy 
against the Government, against scandalous writings against 
the Gk)vemment and the country. They had tlieir origin in 
the hostUo feeling of the country against France, and were 
particularly aimed at foreignci-s who edited news|)apers. 

Imprisonment for debt, in so far as regards debts due to tlio 
United States, Is abolished, under certain restrictions. 

Georgia prohibits the further importation of slaves from 
Africa or any foreign country: N. and S. Carolina had passed 
sindlar laws previously. 

Washington Is offered the position of Lieutenant-General 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Army (July); he accepts 
. most reluctantly, and only because open war with France 
seems inuninent. 

The Navy consists of 3 frigates, 12 sloops-of-war caiTying 
from 28 to ^ guns, and 8 armed cutters; there are also 365 
armed mercliantmen. Congress makes large appropriations 
for the construction of new war vessels, and provides for the 
increase of the anny in case of invasion, 

Tlie Kentucky resolutions, in which the rights of a State to 
nullify "the assumption of power" of the general Govern- 
ment is maintained, are drafted by Jefferson; and the Virginia 
resolutions, maintaining the right of a State ** to interpose*' in 
case tlie general Government, in the State's opinion, exercises 
iingranted power, are drafted by Madison. 

The national exi)enses for the year are $8,613,507 ; the debt 
is $79,228,529 : the imports are «68,551,700 : and the exports, 
$61,527,097. 
, The Kentucky Legislature passes Resolutions of Nullification. 
The Constellaiiorh defeats tlie French ship L' Iiisurgente in the 
West Indies, and sends it to the U. S. as a prize. 
Washington dies (14 Dec.) at Mount Vernon, aged 67. 
Tlie Legislatm*e of New York i>asses an Act for the gradual 
extinction of slavery. 
Peace is made with France; Napoleon Bonaparte had over- 
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1709. thrown the Du^ctory and offered fah' terms to the Un^ 
States. 

Governor M'Kean, of Pennsylvania, hiaugurates the "spoi 
system" of appointment and removal of officials on par&a 
grounds. 

The Government negotiates a loan of $5,000,000 atSpe 
cent. 

The national expenses for the year are $11,077,048; the deb 
is $78,408,669 : the imports are $79,089,148 ; and the expoite 
$78,665,522. 
1800. The capital is moved to Washington ; only the north wing o 
the Congressional building is completed, but it is fitted up fo 
both Houses ; the President's residence is completed externallj 

A Republican Congressional caucus in Philadelphia nominate 
Jeffereon and Burr for President — the first nominations ev^ 
made. The object is to give the Presidency and Vlce-PrcsidenC 
to one party. Jefferson and Burr each receive 73 votes f^ 
I^esident, Adams 65, C. C. IHnkney 64, John Jay 1. - 
Bhode Island Federal elector seeing the danger of a tie, whi^ 
happenf^, to the Republicans, throws away a vote. 

As Jeffei-son and Burr receive the same number of votes ^* 
President, the election is thrown upon the House ^ 
Representatives, who elect Jefferson President, and Burr Vic5 
{Resident 

The census shows the population to be 5,308,488, of who 
896,849 are slaves. The population of New York City 
60,489 ; Philadelphia, 40,000; Boston, 24,937. 

An epidemic of yellow fever visits Baltimore. 

Certain free colored men, inhabitants of Philadelphia, pT 
sent a petition to Congress, setting forth that slaves are exportc 
from the United States into foreign coun tiles, and beggio 
Congress to prepare the way for emancipation. Congrsfi 
refuses to refer the petition to any Committee. 

Congress passes the first general bankrupt law, inodellei 
upon the English law, and extended only to merchants anc 
traders. 

The Territory of Indiana, named after one of the old Lane 
Companies, is established (7 May). 

Holt, Cooper, and Callender, three editors of newspapers 
are ti'ied under the Sedition Act, charged with publi^ing libel 
tending to defame the President, and are convicted and fine< 
and imprisoned. 

The city of Washington has one good tavern and very fen 
houses in any one place, most of them small huts. The Wa 
Office and Treasury Building are burned down. 

A Bill for a monument to >Vashin^on passes the House, bu 
after being amended by the Senate, is postponed. Fifty year 
later the monument was begun by funds raised by private sut 
Bcription. 

Fifty French privateers are -captured by American cruisei 
durmg the year. 

The national expenses for the year are $11,089,789; the del 
18 $82,976,291 : the imports are $91^2,768 ; and the exports 
#70,970,780. 
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KH The Jadidary of the United States is reorganized. The Judges 
of the Supreme Court are to be five in number. The country 
is divided into 6 circuits, comprising 23 districts. Tlie Presi- 
dent, John Adams, appoints John Mai-stiall Cliief Justice of 
ttie Supreme Court. 

Tlie Pi-esidential election is thrown in the House, eiglit States 
voting for JelTerson, six for Burr, and two dividing. On 
the 36th ballot Jeflferson reeeives eight votes and Burr four, 
with two blanks. Jeffei*son is declared President and Burr 
Vice-President. 

Jeflferson is inaugurated President (4 March). 

The fii-st written ** Message " from tlie Piesident to Congress 
on the opening of the session is rea<l aloud by the Clerk. The 
castomof speekjhes and answers which had prevailed previously 
babolislied on tliis occasion, and has never since been revived. 

The Bey of Tripoli, being dissatisfied with the amount paid 
him by the U. S. as the price of a treaty, declares war (10 June) 
against the U. S.; and 4 men-of-war, under Commodore Dale, 
are sent to Tripoli. The Experiment, man-of-war, captures a 
Tripolitan cruiser, after a three hours' fight. The U. S. stand- 
ing-army is reduced to 3,000 men. 

The national expenses for the year are 112,273,376; the debt 
is $83,038,050 ; the imports are $111,363,511; and the exports, 
$94,115,925. 
Xfi. Ohio is admitted into the Union as a State (29 Nov.). 

Tlie tax on distilled spirits is repealed. 

The Judiciary Act of 1801 is repealed, and another Act is 
passed instituting the system of Courts which still remains 
substantially unchanged. 

The Naturalization Laws of 1798, which required of an 
applicant for citizenship a 14 years* residence in the country, 
are repealed, and Acts are passed making a five years' resi- 
dence necessary (as under tiie fii'st Acts passed). This limit of 
time has ever since remained in force. 

The West Point Military Academy is established. 

The flj*st manufactoiy of sheet-copper in the U. S. is estab- 
lished in Massachusetts. 

Strong religious antagonism between the Congregationalists 
of New England and the Episcopalians of the ^utn, prevails 
tliroughout the country. Thomas Paine's book, ** The Age of 
Reason," creates many freethinkers, of whom Jeflferson is 
said to be one. 

The national expenses for the year are $13,276,084; the debt 
is $80,712,632 ; the imports are $76,333,333 ; and the exports, 
$72,483,160. 
6. The United States purchase Louisiana from Fi-ance for $15,000,000 
(30 April). This territory has since been divided into the 
States of Louisiana, Arkansaa,Mi3souri, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska, 
the Territories of Dakota, Montana, and Indian Territory, 
a large part of the States of Minnesota and Colorado, and the 
Terruoiy of Wyoming. 

The ffrst cotton-mill in New Hampshire is established. 

The first bank in Cincinnati is established. 

Ibe naval war against Tripoli continues. 



114 HUtory of the United States. 

1808. The national expenses for the year amount to |11 ,258,988: 
the debt is $77,054,686 : the value of imports, $64,666,666; and 
of exports, $55,800,088. 

1804. Lewis and Clarke, in command of a land expedition, explore the 

upper Missouri and the north-west section of the eouufiy about 
the Columbia River. 

New Jersey passes an Act (15 Feb.) securing freedom to all 
persons born in that State after the 4th of July, 1804. 

Tlie liankruptcy Act of 1800 is repealed. 

Hamilton is killed in a duel with Burr. 

Commodore Preble, in the ship Constitution, bombards Tripoli 

An amendment to the Constitution is adopted, by which the 
electors of President and Vice-President aie required to desig- 
nate their candidate for each office (25 Sep.). 

The Indiana cede large tracts of land east of the Mississippi 
to the U. S. 

The Middlesex Canal, connecting Boston with the Concord 
River, the first canal opened in the U.S. for the transportation of 
passengers and merchandise, is completed. 

Connecticut and Delaware nominate C. C. Pinckney and 
Rufus King for President and Vice-Pi*esident. Jefferson anc 
George Clinton receive 163 votes; Pinckney and King \C 
Jeffereon is re-elected President, and Clinton. Vice-President. 

The national ex])enses for the year are $12,624,646 : the 
debt is $86,427,120, the imports are $85,000,000: and the 
exports, $77,699,074. 

1805. Tripoli makes a treaty of peace (3 June). 

The Indians in the west and south cede to the (jroyemment 
large tracts of lands. 

The British Admiralty Court condemns some American ves- 
sels and their cargoes, upon the charge of a violation by the 
Americans of the laws of neutrality in transporting the produce 
of the French Colonies as neutral property and under the flag 
of the U. S. 

The Territoiy of Michigan is formed from a part of Indiana. 

The fii-st commission-house for the sale of dry-goods is estab- 
lished at Philadelphia. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $13,727,124: 
the debt is $82,312,150; the value of imports, $120,600,000: and 
. of exports, $95,566,021. 

1806. The first cargo of anthracite coal is shipped to Pliiladelphia, but 

no one is able to use it, on account of the open stoves in use at 
that time. 

England renews its impressment of American seamen. 
Congress, in retaliation, adopts a resolution (15 April) prohibit- 
ing the importation from Great Britain or lier colonies, or from 
any other countries, of certain articles of Biitish manufacture. 

Great Biitain announces a blockade of all European ports in 
league with France, and forbids vessels from enteriiig them (16 
June); France, in return, declares by the Berlin Deci'ee (21 
Nov.) a blockatle of all British ports. In consequence, Am^ 
can commerce suffers serious loss, t 

Congress votes appropriations for laying out several roads iD 
the west and south. 



History of the United States. 115 

t6. The national expenses tor the year amount to 115,070,093; 
the debt is 175,723,270; the value of imports, 1129,410,000; and 
of exports, 1101,536,963. 

07, Bobert Pulton's steamboat, the Clermont, makes its first trip on 
tlie Hudson, from New York to Aiba:iy (Aug.). 

Aaron Burr is tried for treason, He raised an armed foixje in 
Kentucky and the neighboring eountiy, and conducted it down 
the Mississippi, with tne purpose of establishing a government 
of his own in the Mississippi Valley. He is arrested at Natchez, 
tried at Richmond, and acquitted on the ground that he had 
not borne arms against the U. S. 

Washington Irving begins his career as an author with a 
"serial" called "Salmagundi." 

t Great Britain, by Orders in Council, prohibits American ves- 
sels fi'om entering any port in Europe except in Sweden : France 
replies, by the Milan Decree, ordering the capture and sale of 
all American vessels which intend to enter British ports. 

The British frigate Leopard stops the U. S. frigate Chesapeake 
at sea, and takes iix)m her four sailors. 

The Embargo Act is passed (21 Dec), forbidding the depai*- 
ture of any vessel from the IJ. S. for a foreign port. 

By the unanimous vote of Congress, the importation of slaves 
is forbidden from 1 Jan., 1808. 

The national expenses for the year are $11,292,292: the 
debt is $69,218,398; the imports are $138,500,000; and the 
exports, $108,343,151. 

1808. A Republican congressional caucus at Wa«ihington nominates 

James Madison for Resident by 83 votes out of 94. James 
Munix)e and George Clinton are candidates in the caucus, and 
Clinton is nominated for Vice-President. For President Madi- 
son receives 122 votes, Pinckney 47, and Clinton 6 ; for Vice- 
President, Clinton receives 113, Rufus King 47, John Langdon 
9, Madison 3, and Munroe 3. 

Madison Is elected President, and Clinton is re-elected Vice- 
President. 

The first Temperance Society in the U. S. is fonned at Sara- 
N.Y. 
'he first settlement in Oregon is made by a fur company. 

Memorials for the repeal of the Embargo Act are presented 
to Congi-ess, and the Act is evaded by transportation of goods 
and produce into Canada. 

A steamboat, the PhcBnix^ makes the first sea tiip of any 
steam-vessel, from Hoboken to Philadelphia. 

The national expenses for the year are $16,764,584; the 
debt is $65,196,317; the imports are $56,990,000; and the 
exports, $22,430,960. 

1809. The Enforcing Act is passed, providing heavy penalties for 

evasions of the Embargo Act. Under it, the exporting of any 
goods upon any vessel, boat or vehicle of any kind out of 
- BieU. S. is prohibited; Collectors are authorized to seize all 
such goods " apparently on their way to foreign countries." 
The people of New England suffer great injury in business in 
eonseqnence; they hold mass meetings in many towns, express 
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1809. indignation at the Act, and pass resolutions dedaringitwdCCM! 
stitutional. 

Tiie Embargo is removed (15 March), except as to Grea 
Biitain and France. In June it is removed as to Great Britain 
but is restored later m the year, owing to a failure of negotia' 
tions. 

Tlie new Tenitory of Illinois is established (3 Feb.). 

By an Act of tlie Legislature of Pennsylvania, the childrei 
of i)oor i)eople are authorized to attend school at the publi< 
expense. 

Cotton duck from which sails are made is first manufacture^ 
in the U. S. 

Sixty-two cotton mills are in operation in the U. S. The, 
manufacture bed-tickings, which sell for 55 to 90 cents a yard 
stripes and checks, from 30 to 40 cents; ginghams, from 40 1 
50 cents; shirtings ana sheetings, from 85 to 75 cents; an 
counteq^anes at $ 8 each. A large number of mills for cardir 
and finishing wool are in operation. Spinning and weavir 
wool is still a household occupation. The printmg of calico' 
had been attempted, but without much success. 

The national expenses of the year are $13,867,226; the de 
is $57,023,192; the imports are $59,400,000; and the exporl 
$52,203,333. 

1810. Congi-ess passes an Act (April) by which the Non-Intercoui 

Act will expire with the end of the session, but ships-of-war 
France and Great Britain are excluded from its provisions. 

France seizes a large number of American vessels, chargiJ 
them with trading in British merchandize and sailing frc 
British ports under forged papei*s of the U. S. To the remo 
strance of the U. S. against this conduct, France issues (Ma 
the so-called Rambouillet Decree, ordering the sale of 1^ 
American vessels, worth with their cargoes $8,000,000, an 
extending a like confiscation to all American vessels whie 
mijiht hereafter enter any port in possession of Fiance. 

The President, in consequence of negotiations with France 
Issues a proclamation (Nov.) declarhig the Decrees of Franc 
against American commerce repealed. 

Theie are 180 paper-mills in the U. S. 

The Pacific Fur Company founds the settlement of Astorij 
in Oregon. 

Commerce between Great Britain remains prohibited. By tli 
British Orders in Council, American ships are blockaded froi 
most of the ports of the world, and the impressment of sailoi 
continues. 

The population of the U. S. is 7,239,881. 

The national expenses are $13,319,986; the debt is 53,178 
217; the imports are $85,406,000 and the exports $66,667,97( 

1811. Confess refuses to renew the charter of the United Stat^^l^nl 

and its effects are assigned to trustees for the purpose of dis» 
lution. 

The President vetoes two bills passed by Congress, one 1 
incoiporate an Episcopal Church in the District of Colurabi] 
and the other granting a piece of land to a Baptist Church i 
AUgsisslppi. The gi'ound of the vetoes is that these Acts ai 
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Bt fai oonfllct with that clause of the Constitution which forbids 
Congreas to make any law resi)ecting a reliscious establishment. 

TOe U. S. fiigUte President and the British alooi>-of-war LiUle 
BeM meet off Cape Charles, and a serious battle ensues. Tfie 
bUune for the engagement rests on botli sides, and is due to the 
hoetQe feeUngs of the two countries aroused during tlie last two 
years a^hist each other. 

Tlie Cidian tribes near Indiana, under Tecumseh, combine 
and become hostile. Harrison, Grovernor of Indiana, defeats 
them in a battle at Tippecanoe (7 Nov.). 

The ratio of representation in the House of Representatives 
is fixed, hi accordance with the new census, at one for 35,000, 
thus increasing the number of members by 40. 

The first steamboat for use in tlie west is built at Pittsburg; 
it adds greatly to tlie emigration to that section of the country. 
The first steam ferry-boat plies between New York and 
Hoboken. 

The national expenses for the year are 113,601,808; the debt 
is $48,005,587; the imports are $53,400,000; and the exports, 
$61,316,883. 
13. Congress passes bills authorizing the increase of the Army, and 
appropriating large sums of money for preparations for war 
iirith England. 

Congress passes a bill for a second Embargo (4 April), to last 
for 90 days ; it prohibits tlie sailinj: of any vessel for any 
foreign port, except foreign vessels. This embargo Is declared 
to be preparatory to a war witli P^ngland. 

War U declared against Great Britain (18 June). Tlie causes 
of complaint against Great Britain are: her impressment of 
seamen, her restrictions upon commerce, and her instigation of 
revolt against the U. S. by the Indians. The Federalists, 
especially in New England, o]>pose the war in an address, but 
the majority of the people of tlie country aie in favor of war. 

Gen. Hull unsuccessfully attemi)ts to invade Canada, and is 
compelled to sun-ender Detroit (15 Aug.). 

The British Ordere in Council of 1807 and 1809 are revoked 
(23 June), provided the U. S. shall, ifter due notice, discontinue 
the Non-Irrfportation and other hostile Acts; upon the question 
of impressment the British refuse to yield. In consequence of 
the failure to settle the impressment question, the British issue 
Letters of Marque and Reprisal against American vessels (12 
Oct.). 

The land-forces of the U. S. attack the British in northern 
New York and Canada with little success; the naval forces gain 
many victories over the British. 

Madison is renominated by a Republican Congressional Con- 
vention in Washington, and Eldrid^e Gerry for Vice-President 
(May). Tfie Opposition Convention in New York (Sept.) 
nominates De Witt Clinton for President and Jared Ingersoll 
for Vice-President. The N.Y. Legislature also nominates Clin- 
ton. Madison receives 128 votes and Clinton 89 ; Gerry 131 
and Ingei-soll 86. 

Madison is re-elected Pre^dent, and Elbiidge Gkny is elected 
Tioe-President. 



ffiakny qfff^ Vhited gjtates. 



ItU. The Territory of Orleans is admitted as a State, and eaM 
Louisiana; the remaining poition of tiie Louisiana purchase il 
called Missouri. 

Tlio fli'st manufactury of pins in the U. S. is established at 
New York. The first rolling-mill in Pittsburg is established. 

Tlie national expenses for the year are $22,279,121 ; the debt 
Is 145,309,737; the imports are |77,030,000: and the exports, 
$38,537,236. 
1818. Tlie war with Great Britain continues. Biitish ships in 
Increased numbers blockade the entire coast of the U. S.; on 
tlie lakes between Canada and the U. S., Commodore Perry 

guins imjwrtant naval victories: in northern New. York and 
auada the land-forces of the U. S. are still genei-ally unsuc- 
cessful. 

To meet the additional expenses of the Government incurred 
by reason of the war, a direct tax of $3,000,000 is levied on 
lands, houses, and slaves, according to their assessed value ; a 
tax h imposed on liquors, a duty of 4 per cent, on refined 
sugar, and one per cent, on sales at auction, and duties of from 
$2 to $20 are imposed on carriages. A new loan of $7,500,000 
Is authoi ized, which is taken up at 88 per cent. 

The Legislature of Massachusetts passes a Remonstrance Act, 
denouncing the continuence of the wai* (15 July). 

The Creek Indians, in the south, make war on the whites, 
and are reduced to subjection by General Jackson (afterwards 
President) and other generals, in command of tlie militia of 
Tenncfisee, Georgia, and Mississippi* Congress passes a bill pro- 
hibiting, under lieavy penalties, the exporting by land or water 
of any goods, produce, specie, or live-stock, even on inland 
waters; no transpoi'tation is allowed except by the President's 
special permission. 

Stereotyping and printing from stereotype plates are flirst 
practiced in the U. S. 

Boston issues its first daily paper, the DaUy Advertiser, 

The fh-st feriy-boat between Brooklyn and New York begins 
running. 

The national expenses for the year are $39,190,520; the debt 

is $55,902,827; the imports are $22,005,000; and the exi^rts, 

$27,855,927. 

1814. The British Government offera to treat for peace (6 Jan.V and 

Commissionere of peace on the part of the U. S. are appointed. 

A new loan of $25,000,000 is authorized, to meet the increased 
expenses of the war; by the end of the year less than half of 
this loan is taken up; the Government becomes bankrupt, 
specie payments are stopped, and a financial panic ensues. 

The Creeks are again in insmrection, and General Jackson 
again subjugates them. 

Naval warfare during tliis year continues, but v^dth varying 
fortune to the Americans. The British land at Wareham, Mass., 
jmd burn vessels and a factory (14 June). Gen. Jacob Brown 
Invades Canada, and with the assistance of G«n. Winfidd 
8cott, defeats the British under Biall at Chippewa (5 July) and 
Niagara Falls (25 July). The British bombard Stonington, 
Obnn. (10 Aug.). The Bx^(tii&\itL<o^t^%iL\i:&AQ*'te^ 
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814. peake, and Geu, Rois lands a force of 4000 men, and marcbft 
agaln^ Washington. At tlie battle of Bladeiisbnrg (24 Aug, 
the British troo]>s eanfly overcome the 8ll;2:ht resistance offered 
capture the city (25 Aug.)» '^"''" the interior of the two win^ 
of the Capitol, and destroy tlie libniry of Conori'ess ; the 
President's house aad tlie offices of the Treasury, State, and 
War Departments ar^ «et on fire. Ross is rejuilsed in an attack 
on Baltimore, and is siain (12 Sep.)* A British latid-force and 
fleet from Canada are aefeated, both on land and on water, at 
lake Champlain (15 Sep.). 

New England continu«a to remonstrate against the war and 
the inefficient defence made by the National Government. In 
obedience to a Circular Uisaed by the Masf?. I^irislsitnre, a Con- 
vention of 26 delegates from the New England States meets 
at Hartford (15 Dec), fo»- the pniTwse of devising moans for 
the defence of New England^ without the assistance of the 
National Government. 

In consequence of the atjdication of Napoleon, peace if 
restored in Europe (llApril) ; and tlie Peace Uoinmissionei*s of 
the U. S., at Ghent, Belgium, sigu a treaty of i)eaee with Great 
Britain (24 Dec). 

The national expenseu for the year are $38,028,230; the debt 
U f *1,487,846: theimiMjrts are 112,965,000: and the exports, 
^ m ^,441. 

815. The principal battle of the war with Great Britain is fought at 

New Crleans (8 Jan.), and the British are defeated by Gen. 
Jackson. 

Tlie Dey of Alglera declares war against the U. S. because 
of his dissatisfaction with the i>ayment of certain tribute 
demanded by him (March). Commodore Decatur, by capturing 
an Algerine man-of-war at sea, brings the Dey to terms, ana 
ends the war (30 June). 

Treaties of peace with the Indians in the north-west are 
oej»)tiated. 

Strong religious influences prevail among the people. The 
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian sects are largely increased, 
and exert an important control over public opinion. New 
England Puritanism becomes agressive, and with much zeal 
attacks the ** Latitudinarians ** or ** Liberals." Religion affects 
«ven politics; the Liberals are generally Democrats, while the 
Congregationalists are Federalists. 

Dallas, Secretary of the Treasury, proposes a protective 
tariff. 

The national expenses forthe vear ai*e $39,582,493; the debt 
Is 199,833,660; the Imports are $113,041,274; and the exports, 
H52,657,753. 
I6b A Bill establishing a protective tariff Is passed, and taxes are 
reduced. 

A National Bank Is established, modelled after Hamilton's, 
and to expire after 20 years. The capital la to be $35,000,000, 
<me-fifth to be paid in cash, the remaiiider in 6 per cent. U. £L 
•tock. The Government is to appoint 5 of the 25 directors. 

TheMdaryof aMemberof Oongreaa l? raised from $6 a dii^ 
It ^500 a year. 
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1816. The Indians cede to the (J. S. large tracts of land in BOntk^ 
Tennessee and Alabama. 

Congress resolves to cease receiving irredeemable pap« 
money after 17 Feb., 1817. 

Congress passes the Navigation Act (1 March), which Hm; 
importations by foreign ships to the produce of their resi^ecf/i 
countries, confines the coasting-trade to Ameiican vessels, an 
requires all coasting and fishing vessels to have crews compose 
of at least thi*ee-fourths American sailors. 

A Republican congressional caucus nominates James Monrc 
for President by 65 to 54 for W. H. Crawford, and D. E 
Tompkins for Vice-President. The opposition nominate Ruft 
Klng and J. E. Howard, Monroe receives 184 votes and Kin 
84; Tompkins 183 and Howard 22, with 12 votes divide 
between James Ross, John Marshall, and R. G. Haii)er. Muni-c 
is elected President, and Tompkins Vice-President. 

An Act is passed providing for the payment of the Nation 
Debt In annual installments of 1*10,000,000. 

The lighting of streets by gas Is first introduced in the U. S 
in Baltimore, Md. 

The first savings-banks in the U. S. are established at PhD 
delphiaand Boston. 

A steamboat ascends the Mississippi and Ohio to LoalsvllI 
Ky. 

Indiana Is admitted as a State (11 Dec). 

The national expenses for the year are 148,244,405; the d« 
is $127,334,938; the imports are |147,103,000; and the expoB 
$81,920,452. 

1817. The President makes a tour through the Eastern and some 

the Western Stares, and Is received everywhere with gi* 
enthusiasm by the ])eople without respect of party. This una 
mous exhibition of the good-will of tlie people shows the gro^ 
of the national sentiment in the countiy. 

The Seminole and Creek Indians are troublesome In southei 
Georgia, and Gen. Jackson again takes the field against therr 

Congress repeals all internal taxes, and raises the duty ( 
many Imported articles. 

Plilladelphia lias a population of 112,000 Inhabitants : Ne 
York, 115,000; Baltimore, 55,000; Boston, 40,000: Chiclnnai 
7000; and St. Louis, 3500. 

Mississippi Ls admitted as a State (10 Dec), 

The consti-uctlon of the Erie Canal is begun. 

The first line of sailing-ships between New York and Llv< 
pool Is established. 

The firat institution In the U.S. for the Instruction of the de 
and dumb is established at Haitford, Conn. 

Tlie national expenses for the year are $40,877,646; the de 
is $123,491,965; the Imports are $99,25a,000; and the expor 
$87,671,560. 

1818. Congress grants life pensions of $20 a month to officers, and 

a month to privates of the Continental Army. 
1^ Congress passes an Act (4 April) fixing the number of sti 

And stnpes in the national flag— 18 stiipes, 8ymb61ical of t 
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1818. oridnal number of States, and as many stars as there may be 
8t&»3 in the future. 

Illinois is admitted ad a State (3 Dec). 

Gen, Jackson enters Spanish Florida to continue the fight 
against the Seminoles. He overcomes the Indians, and puts to 
death Arbuthnot and Ambrister, two Britisli subjects, who liad 
incited the Indians to war. He seizes Pensacola, a »Si)anish 
possession, but tlie Government later gives it up to Spain. 

The Indians cede additional tracts of land in Illinois and 
Indiana to the U. S. 

The western State Banks, in consequence of an over-issue 
of notes, suspend payment. 

The first steamboat on Lake Erie begins running. 

The first Methodist newspaper in the U. S. is started in 
Boston. 

The Baltimore Quaker yearly meeting petitions Congress to 
make f urtlier provision for the protection of free colored iHJi'sons. 
Congress passes a Bill for the suppression of the foreign slave- 
trade, by whicli the burden of proof is thrown upon those in 
possession of negroes found upon sldps. 

The national expenses for the year are $35,164,875; the debt 
is $103,466,633; tlie imports are $121,750,000; and the exports, 
193.281,133. 
°1J^» Spain agi'ees to cede Florida to the U. S. in extinction of all 
American claims, the U. S. paying Spain $5,000,000. 

Congress passes an Act allownig a premium of $50 to the 
informer in every case of illegal importation of an Af lican into 
the U. S. An attemi)t is made in Congress to punish slave- 
trading with deatli, but it fails in the Senate. 

The first trip across the Atlantic by a steamer is made by the 
Savannah (June- July); the latter part of the voyage is made by 
sail alone. 

EmignUtion from Europe to the U. S. increases rapidly this 
year. 

The country suffers from a financial crisis; prices fall; manu- 
facturers begin to demand a higher tariff, 

Maine petitions to be admitted as a State. 

A Bill to authorize the Tenitory of Missouri to frame a State 
Constitution is proposed in Congress, and the question of pro- 
hibiting further slavery in the proposed new State is discussed, 
and amendments to secure that result are defeated. 

In consequence of the feeling aroused by the debate on the 
admission of Missouri, the American Convention for the Aboli- 
tion of Slavery revives, and meets at Philadelphia (Oct.). Public 
meetings for the same purpose are held at Trenton, N. J., New 
York, Boston, and in the other large cities in the North. 

The Amenean Farmer, the first agiicultural newspaper in 
the U, S., is published at Baltimore (2 April). 

Tlie Odd Fellows Society is first organized in the U. S., at 
Baltimore (26 Api il). 

Patent-leather is firet manufactured in the U*. S., at Newark 
New Jersey, by Seth.Boyden, 

An epidemic of yellow fever prevails in the larger southern 
cities* The town of Indianapolis is fii'St settled. 
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1819. The Watchman and RefiecUyr, the iiist Baptist newspape 
the U. S., is issued (May). 

Alabama is admitted as a State (14 Dec). 

The national expenses for the year are 124,004,199; the ^ 
is $95,529,648; the imports are $8.7,125,000; and the exp< 
$70,141,501. 

1820. Congress appoints a committee to inquire into the expedieac 

prohibiting slavery west of the Mississippi. 

Congress passes the bill known as ** the Missouri Com 
mise"(2 March); by it, both Maine and Missouri are tc 
admitted as States (Missouri as a slave-state), with a provi 
thenceforward excluding slavery north of the line of 36® 
tiie southern boundary of Missouri. 

Maine is admitted as a State (15 March). 

To meet a deficiency in the National Treasury, a loai 
$8,000,000 is authorized by Congress. 

Congress passes a Tenure of Office Act, by whicli the ten 
office of the inferior executive officers is limited to four ye 
at the end of which time a re-appointment is necessary. 

A treaty is signed between the U. S. and Spahi (24 Oct.) 
which Spain cedes Flonda to the U. S. 

Monroe is re-elected President, and Tompkins Vice-Presid 
with slight opposition, J. Q. Adams receiving only one vot( 
Pi-esident, and R. Stockton 8 (Mass.) for Vice-President; D« 
Rodney 4, R. G. Hai^per 1, and R. Rush 1. 

The first steamboat on Lake Michigan begins running. 

The national expenses for the year are $21,763,024; the < 
Is $91,015,566; the imports are !t74,450,000; and the exp< 
$69,661,669. 
!W81. Several bills for the admission of Missouri as a State, with 
without slaveiy, having been rejected, the House, on motio 
Henry Clay, 20 Feb., appoints a committee to nieetacomm 
on the part of tlie Senate to devise a plan for its admission; 
Clay, as chairman, reports a resolution (26) defining the 
ditions on which the Territory may be admitted and embi*a 
the Senate's compromise amendment; this resolution is ado 
in the House the same day and in the Senate two days h 
and under its provisions Missouri is admitted into the Un 
10 Aug. 

James Monroe, President, and D. D. Tompkins, Vice-P 
dent, are sworn into office for a second term, 4 March. , 

Matthew Carey is presented with a piece of plate worth J 
by the citizens of Wilmington, Del. (April), in approbatioi 
his Avritings on political economy and national industry. 

Spain ratifies the treaty with the U. S. for the cession of 
Florida country, and Gen. Jackson, the newly appointed ( 
emor, takes formal possession, 1 July. 

English officei*s take up the remains of Major Andre, at *1 
pan, N.Y. (Aug.), and convey them to L^Mdon, where thej 
buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Miss Sophia Woodliouse, of Weatherslield, Conn., gem 

the London Society of Arts samples of a new material for st 

WjL plaiting in its raw, bleached, and manufactured state, inc 

Sk mg a bonnet in imitation of Leghpnii the substance b 
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18dU locally koovni as ticklemoth gniss; the bonnet is pronounced 
sapenor to the best Leghoro, and the Society votes her its large 
silver medal and 20 guineas lor lier discovery; a I J, S. patent is 
granted her for manufacturing hats and bonnets of ** grass," 
25 Dee. 

Gen. Stephen F. Austin plants the first colony from the U. S. 
in Texas, in the bottoms of tlie Brazos de Dios, 

Amherst (Mass.) College; Columbian College, Washington, 
D. C; the Medical Department of tlie University of Vermont, 
BurUngton; and the National Medical College, Washington, D. 
C, are founded, 

A quarantine station, with a number of hospital buildings, is 
established at Castleton, Staten Island, N. Y. 

Under the auspices of tlie American Colonization Society, a 
large tract of land Is secured on tlie west coast of Africa and 
named Liberia, to which it Is proposed to send such free negi'oes 
of the U. S. as are willing to emigrate. 

Among the patents issued this year are one to George J. New- 
bmy, N. Y., loi printing with metallic and colored powder 
(bronzhig); and to Minus Ward, Columbia, S. C, for an im- 
provement in steam-engines, consisting of an alternating or 
rotary engine which enables the piston-rod to describe a rotary 
motion upon its extreme end when turning a wheel. 

The national expenses for the year are $19,090,572; the 
debt is $89,987,427; the imports are $62,585,724; and the exports, 
$64,974,382. 
. The Merrimac Manufacturing Company, which founds the city 
of Lowell, Mass., is incorporated, 5 Feb., and starts its first 
wheel, 23 Sep. 

By an Act of Congress, 30 March, Florida is erected into a 
Territory. 
Gen. Stark, of the Revolutionary army, dies, 8 May. 
The U. S. sign a treaty with France (commerce and naviga- 
tion), 24 June. 

Owing to the large number of piratical craft that are swarming 
about the West Indies and preying upon our commerce there, 
a naval force Is sent out which captures and destroys upwards of 
twenty vessels on the coast of Cuba. 

John Colt begins the manufacture of cotton sail duck at Pat- 
erson, N. J. 

Messrs. David H. Mason and Matthew W. Baldwin, of Phila- 
delphia, b^m the fii-st engraving of cylindere for calico prlnt- 
ingin the U. S. 

The cotton crop amounts to 210,000,000 pounds. 30,000,000 
more than last year's; the expoits of the staple aggregate 144,- 
700,000 pounds. 

The first extensive and successful use of Iron condult-plpes 
in the U. S., is made in the semce of the Fairmount Water- 
works, erecting In Philadelphia; they are cast in that city In 
sections of 9 feet In length and from 2 to 23 inches in diameter. 
Tubes or pipes of india-rubber for gaseous fluids are made 
and used by Thomas Skid more, of New York. 

Steam-power is first introduced in the sugar manufacture of 
Louisiana, 
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1822, Cotton culture is first begun in Texas by Col. JaredE, 
in the bottoms of tha Bra^s de Dios. 

The U. S. Government recognizes the independence 
Republic of Mexico and of the provinces in South Amer 
merly under tlie dominion of Spain. 

The Theological Department of Yale College (Cong 
the Ej)iscopal Theological School of Virginia, S'aufax C 
are founded. 

Among the patents issued this year are one to C. M. G 
N. Y. (the first) for artificial teeth; William Hall and 
Hastings, Mass., a i)rocess for making isinglass, saic 
superior to any imported;' George Munay and James 
Phila., a process for making bank-notes that cannot 1 
terfeited: Reuben Hyde, Mass., a machine for making p 
fences; A. C. Baker and M. F. Biddle, N. Y., a motle o: 
fening impressions from paper to wood; Cajjt. John R< 
president of the U. S. Naval Board, a marine railway, 
receives the President's indorsement in a special mess 
Congress by which $50,000 are appropriated to put the 
into operation at the Washington Navy- Yard; Peter 
Washington, D. C, printing paper-hangings; and to C 
pher Cornelius, Phila., for light-house lamps to bum 
the solar principle. 

The national expenses for the year are 117,676,592; tl 
is 193,546,676; the imports are $83,241,541; and the e 
$72,160,281. 
1828, A second and larger naval force, under Commodore Pc 
sent against the West Indian pirates, and their operati* 
effectually checked. 

The revenue laws are amended by an Act approved 1 
declaring that no goods imported subject to ad valorem 
shall be admitted to entry unless the true hivoice is pi-c 
excepting goods from a wreck; by another Act, appro^ 
same day, U. S. ports are opened to British vessels from c 
ports in America; an Act of 15 May, 1820, imposing a t< 
duty on French ships, is repealed, 3 March, and a disci 
ting duty of $2.75 per ton on French goods imported in ] 
vessels is laid, to be diminished one-fomth annually f 
years. 

The fh*st Railway Act in America is passed, 31 March, 
General Assembly of Pennsylvania, incorporating a coi 
for the construction of a railroad from Philadelphia to ( 
bia, Lancaster County. 

New Hampshire contains 28 cotton and 18 woolen fac 
22 distilleries; 20 iron mills; 193 bark mills; 304 tanner 
paper mills; and 55 trip-hammers. 

Thomas Ewbank, of N, Y., obtains a patent for raanu 
ing and plating lead pipes with tin for stills, and one for 
Ifectming tinned sheet-lead; this is the first application 
U. S. of tin as a lining or coating to metallic tubes and 

Nicholas Longworth, of Cincmnati, O., begins tlie ma 
tare of wine, with the muscatel or vevay gmpe, and pp 
% wine resembling Madeh*a. 
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nie first lease of lands in the lead re^on of the Upper Mis- 
sissippi, authorized by Act of 3 March, 1807, is made by the 
Grovemment to Col. James Johnson, of Ky., who pix)ceeds to 
erects smeiting-works and invite immio:ration. 

Benthuysen, a printer, of Albany, N. Y., sets up and starts 
flie first steam-power printing-press in the country. 

The Chiaraplain Canal, connecting the Hudson River at 
Albany with Lake i'iiamplain, the ttret iKntion of the great 
system of internal navigation between New York and the basins 
of the St. Lawrence and the Great Lakes, iscompleteil. 

Trinity College, Hartford, Conn; the Kentucky Blind Asylum, 
at Danville* and the Berkshire Medical School, Pittsdeld, Mass., 
are founded. 

The first Session of the 18th Congress is opened, 1 Dec., 
Heiuy Clay, re-elected a Member of the House, is chosen 
Speaker by a vote of 139 to 42 for Mr. Barbour, Speaker of the 
preceding Congress; hi his Message, the Pnjshlent renews his 
recommendation for a speedy review of the tariff, for the pur- 
pose of aifordipg additional protection to manufactures. 

Gren. Simon Bolivar, a leader in the South American Revolu- 
tion, invites Mexico, Peru, Chili, and Buenos Ay res to j*end 
delegates to a conference at Panama for the pur|)ose of form- 
ing a confederacy for a more determined resistance to SpKln 
and the greater security of their own independence; the Minis- 
ters of Mexico, Colombia, and Central America have frequent 
conferences on the subject with our Secretary of State, and a 
formal invitation Is given (Nov.) to the U. S. to participate in 
the proposed Congress. In tiie meantime, the British Cabinet, 
through Mr. Canning, carries on a lengthy correspondence with 
our ^te Dapaitment on the expediency of a demonstration 
against an apprehended design of tlie Holy Alliance with respect 
to this continent ; these events prom|)t the President, in his 
Message, 2 Dec, to assei-t that this Grovemment will consider 
any attempt on the part of the allied powers to extend their 
system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our 
peace and safety. 

Smith Thompson, Secretary of the Navy, is succeeded by 
Samuel L. Southard, of N. J., 9 Dec. 

The national expenses for the year are $15,314,171; the debt 
is 190,875,877; the imports are |77,579,207; and the exports, 
174,699,030. 
334. A charter is granted by the State of Virginia to the Chesai)eake 
and. Ohio Canal Company, 27 Jan., for the construction of a 
canal from tide- water above Georgetown on the Potomac to 
Pittsburg, a distance of 341 miles. 

A caucub is held inWanhingtO'i, D. C.,to secure the nomina- 
tion of Mr. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, for the Presi- 
dency, 14 Feb.; only 68 of tlie 258 'Republican" members 
attend; a motion is made to adjourn to 20 March, but it is 
opposed, and the meeting proceeds to ballot for a candidate; of 
the 68 votes given, Mr. Crawford receives 64; John Quincy 
Adams, 2: Andrew Jackson, 1; and Nathaniel Masoii; ?,; fol 
Vios-Presideut, Albert Uallatin receives 57 votes. 
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1S34. A Conveiitum bclweoii the 1-. S. ami Great Bii^aiii is signet, 
13 March, for the suppression of X\w. slave-trade j it i;iX)vi(les tlat 
each Government shall send vcssi "s to cruise m tlie water? of 
Africa, America, and the West In. ties, witli power to beard 
other vessiils of either nation suspected of being slavers. 

The Franklin Institute ot the State of Pennsylvania is iicor- 
poratcd, 20 March, for the promotion and encouragement of 
manufactures and the mechanic and useful arts. j 

A treaty between the U. S. and Russia is signed, 5 April, bjl 
which the boundary line between the U. S. and the Kussian 
possessions on the Pacific Coast is established at 45 degrees 40 
minutes north latitude. 

A Bill proposing to increase the duties on imports, after a 
discussion of over two months, made memomble by the great 
speeches of Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, is passed in the 
House 16 April; amendments are made in the Senate to which 
the House fails'to agree, but the differences ai^e settled by a con- 
fierence committee, and the Senate passes the bill. 

In accordance with a decree of the AJexican Government, the 
provinces of Texas and Coahuila are united as one State, Aug. 

Gen. Lafayette lands on Staten Island, N. Y., 15 Aug., being 
received by the Vice-President of the U. S.; he is escorted up 
to the city (16) by a lar^e naval procession, and disembarks at 
Castle Garden amid the ringing of bells, the salutes of artillery, 
and the cheere of a tremendous multitude; at the City HaU he 
is officially welcomed, ai)d there, during his stay, he holds daily 
levees; at his departure he is escorted by a large body of troops 
to Kingsbridge, whence he staits on a tour of the U.S., to receive 
ovations of friendship and giatitude at every step. 

In the Presidential election the suffrages oi the people are 
divided between four candidates for the ftesidoncy, viz: John 
Quincy Adams, 105,821: Andrew Jackson, 152,899: W. E. 
Crawford, 47,265; and Henry Clay, 47,087, equal to 84 electoral 
votes for Adams, 98 for Jackson, 41 for Crawford, and 87 for 
Clay; John C. Calhoun receives for Vice-President 182 electoral 
votes, against 78 for all others; the electors having failed to 
elect a President, that duty will devolve upon, the House of 
Representatives. 

The Legislature of New Jei*sey gi^ants Acts of incoi^poration 
of companies, 31 Dec, authorized to construct the ifelaware 
and Raritan Canal and the Morris Canal, the latter to run from 
the Delaware River at Phillipsburg, opposite Easton, Penn,, to 
the Passaic River, at Newark. 

An institute is established and endowed at Troy, N. Y., by 
Hon. Stephen Van Rensselaer, for the instruction ot young men 
In the application of mathematical science to civil engineeruig, 
End in natural science. 

A geological sui*vey of the State of North Carolina by Prof. 
Olmsted attracts public attention to the gold-bearing region of 
the State, which he estimates embraces over 1000 acres. 

Zadoe Pratt purchases land and water-power in Greene 
Comity, N. Y., erects a mammoth structure for manufaeturhig 
bemlock-tanned leather, and founds the village ot FratteviUe» 
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4. The manufacture of Idin<;las3 from tlio gwonU of the hake 
fish, f :r the use of cotton mauufacturcd, U bci^uu on Cape Cod, 
Maes. 

The first institution in this country liitoiidod for the rr.fonna- 
tion of vicious and criminal children U iiu*or|>or:it(Ml uikUt the 
name of the New York House of Kefu<;o for Juvenile Delin- 
quents, the founders being Jolin Grisconi, Isaac Collins, Juinus 
W. Gerard, and Hugh Maxwell. 

The Jefferson Medical Colletfe, at Piillalelphiji, la founded. 
The national expenses for the year an: $;i 1,81)8, 5; W; the cU^bt 
is 190,269,777; the imports are |89,o4a,007; and the exi)orts, 
$75,980,657. 
■B, The House of Representatives hold an election for President of 
tiieU. S., 9 Feb.; Mr. Adams receives th<i votes of i:l States, 
Gen. Jackson of 7, and Mr. Crawford of 4, whereni)on Mr. 
Adams is declared elected. 

• Congress votes to establish a navy-yard on the coast of 
Florida, 3 March. 

Messrs. Adams and Calhoun are sworn Into ortlce as Piesl- 
dent and Vice-President, 4 March: the President makes the fol- 
lowing choice for cabinet officers : Henry Clay .Secretary of Stat<; ; 
JEUchard Rash, Secretary of the Tresisury; James Harbour, Secre- 
tary of War; Samuel L. Southard (contlmied in office), S<H'retary 
of the Navy; and William Wh't (continued in office), Attorney- 
General. 

The Secretary of State sends to Mr. Poins(itt, the fti-st American 
Minister to Mexieo, 20 March, Instructions implying that the 
Government contemplates extending its jurisdiction to the banks 
of the Rio Grande. 

The American Unitarian Association Is organized at Tk)ston, 
25 May. 

Ex-Vice-Presldent Daniel D. Tompkins dies at Staten Island, 
N. Y., 11 June. 

Gren. Lafayette lays the corner-stone of the Bunker Hill 
Monument, and Daniel Webster delivers the oration, 17 June. 

The national expenses for the year are $28,585,804; the debt 
fe 183,788,432; the imports are |00,340,075; and the exports^ 
$99,535,388. 

A treaty between the U. S. and the Indians of the north- 
west Territory, is signed, Aug. 

An appropriation of $200,000 and a grant of 24,000 acres of 
land are made by Congress to Gen. Liifayette; he s:iils from 
New York for home on the U. S. frigate Brandy uoiae, named 
after his first American battle-field, 8 Sep. 

Isaiah Lukins, of Philadelphia, receives a patent in England 
on his invention of a surgical instrument for destroying stone 
in the bladder without cutting, called lithoutripter, 15 Sop. 

Gen. Jackson is nominated for Prosidout by the Legislature 
of Tennessee, 6 Oct. 

The Erie Canal is formally opened, 26 Oct , when the first 
flotilla of canal-boats leav^ Buffalo; it reaches JNew York, 4 
Nov.; a ^nd naval procession of nearly all the vessels in port 
llfonnea and proceeds to Sandy fioolK» waere DeWlttClintoa 
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1806. ponrs a ke^ of water from Lake Erie into the ocean; the evei 
18 also celebrated in New York by a civic procession nearly ft^ 
miles long, a magnificent display of fireworks, and a genen 
illumination. 

Commodore McDonough, the hero of Lake Cliamplain, dies 
10 Nov. 

The fii-st performance of Italian opera in the U. S. is given a 
New York, 29 Nov. 

l:*i*esident Adams sends a confidential message to Congress 
26 Dec, in which he announces that he has accepted tlie invi 
tation to send Commissioners to the proposed Panama Confer 
ence, believing tliat It might be advisable to settle the questioi 
whether the security of republican institutions does not requir 
the parties to prevent any European power from cstablislilng 
colony within the bordere of the parties; lie also nominate 
Richard C. Anderson, of Ky., and John Sergeant, of Penn., » 
Commissioners, and W. B. Rochester, of N. Y., as.Secretar 
of the Commissioners. 

Tlie difficulty between the Government, the Creek Indian^ 
and the State authorities of Georgia is settled by a treat 
between the two first, by which the Indians agi-ee to excliang 
the land they claim in Georgia for an equal quantity beyon 
the Mississippi, and to remove thither. ] 

The German Reformed Tlieological School, at Mercersburg 
Penn., the Gettysburg (Penn.) Theological Seminaiy (Lutheran] 
and the Law School of the Univei'sity of Virginia, at Charlottes 
ville, are founded. 

' Ebc-Presidents John Adams (Quincy, Mass., aged 90) anc 
Thomas Jeffereon (Monticello, Va., aged 82) die at nearly tin 
same hour, 4 July. 
1826. Eli Whitney, inventor of the cotton ^n, and one of tlie' mos 
eminent mechanics of his age, dies 8 Jan., aged 59. 

The Senate Committee to wliom the President's Panama mefi 
sage was referred, report advereely to the proposed mission, 1 
Jan.; after a lengthy debate, the Committee's resolution <■ 
inexpediency is lost, 14 March, and the nominations are co^ 
firmed; a bill providing for the exijenses of the njissiou 
passed, 22 April. The conference assembles at Panama, 22 Juii' 
and closes its session 16 July, with a treaty of league and friend 
sh'.p; the delay caused by the discussions in Congress preven 
tiie U. S. being represented in the conference. 

It is claimed that the treaty with the Creek Indians last ye; 
was procured by illegal means; the conflict between the Feder 
and State Governments is reopened; and the relations betwe€ 
Grov. Troup and Gen. Gaines grow warlike; a new treaty 
obtained, 24 Jan., satisfactory to the Indians, by whicli the 
relinquish nearly all their land in Gewgia; Gov. Troup mail 
tains an agitation throughout the year. 

The New England Society for the promotion of manufacture 

and the mechanic arts, organized by citizens of Boston, 1 

chartered, 3 March. ^ 

fc^; Mr, Van Rensselaer, N. Y., presents a report In Congrec 

^^'' atroDgly favorins the encouragement by len^slative measnn 
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8S6. of the planting of mulberry trees and the breeding of silk 
wonns, 2 May. 

The Ameilean Home Missionary Soeiety is organized in New 
Yoric, 10 May. 

William ftforsan, of Batavia, N. Y., having written for publi- 
cation a work ^eged to contain an exposure of Free-Masonry, 
is arrested on a criminal process and taken to Canandai^na, 
where he is imprisoned; lie is released, 12 Sep., and forcibly 
taken to ths Niagara frontier, where Irj is last seen; the **ab- 
daction " creates intense excitement throughout the country; 
reviHEmls are offered in vain for the discovery of Morgan alive, 
or if murdered, of the offenders; an anti-Mason party w formed 
and has a rapid spread. 

William Charles Macready, tlie English tragedian, appeai-s 
for the first time in the U. S., at New York, 2 Oct. 

The first railroad constructed in i\\d U. S. with metallic 
tracks Is oi)ened 7 Oct.; it extends from tlie granite quames at 
Quincy, Maas., to tidewater on the Nepouset liiver, a distance 
of 3 miles. 

A treaty for the indemnity of American citizens is signed 
between the U. S. and Great Britain, 13 Nov. 

An attempt is made in Texas to renounce Mexican autliority 
and proclaim the province a Kepubllc under the name of 
Predonia. 

The total capital now employed in American manufactures 
is estimated at 1156,500,000, of which 130,000,000 are credited 
to Pennsylvania, $28,000,000 to New York, and $20,000,000 to 
Massachusetts; this includes every s[>ecies of manufactures 
except food, in which the capital is estimated at $200,000,000. 

The power-loom, for weaving wire, Is invented by John S 
Gasthi, of N. Y. 

Kenyon College, Gambier, O., the Newton (Mass.) Theologi- 
cal Institute (Baptist), and Western Reserve College, Hudson, 
0., are founded. 

The national expenses for the year are $24,103,898; the debt 
is $81,054,059; tlie imports are $89,974,477; and the exiioits, 
$77,595,322. * 
W. A body of disaffected Texans have a skirmish with Government 
troops and rout them, 4 Jan.; the Mexicans form an alliance 
with the Indians to subdue the Texan revolutionists and estab- 
lish garrisons throughout the province. 

The famous Switcliback railroad at Mauch Chunk, Penn., for 
the transportation bv gravity of coal fi'om the summit mines to 
the landing on the Ijehigh, is completed, 8 Jan. 

A portion of the members of some of the American Yearly 
Meetings of the Society of Friends, set up a distinct association 
under tlie leaderahip of Ellas Hicks, 21 April, and are dis- 
tinguished from the Orthodox Friends by the name of Hicksites. 

In view of the depressed condition of the woolen trnde and 
other industries, the Pennsylvania Society for the promotion of 
manufactures and the meciianic aits, 14 May, call a general 
industrial convention to be held in Harrisburg, 30 Jun^; the 
oonYention is attended by 95 delegates from 13 States; Joseph 
Sitner, Penn'., is chosen x>resident; Jesse Buel, N. Y. andFiiabjr 
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1887 TUghman, Md., vice-presidents, and William Halsted^ Jr„K 
J„ and Redwood Fisiier, Penn., secretai'ies; committees an 
appointed to prepare a memorial to Congi*ess, an adress to the 
citizens of the U. S. and x>apers on the condition of the maau- 
facturing industries. 

Albert Gallatin, who was sent as Minister to Great Britain 
last year, for the pur^wse of eflfecting a better undei*standing 
between that country and this concerning the West Indiau 
trade, concludes a treaty at London, 6 Aug. 

The subject of a general revision of the tariff is brought before 
Congress, 81 Dec, and a resolution adopted authoi-izlng tbe 
Committee on Manufactures to send for persons and papei*s. 

A general conference of the Freewill Baptist Chm-cb is organ- 
ized as an annual session. 

Washington Medical College, Baltimore, and the Medical 
School of the University of Virginia, Charlottesville, are 
founded. 

Joseph Smith, Jr., of Palmyra, N. Y., begins to assert 
claims as tlie founder of a new Christian sect called the 
"Church, of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints," and the 
discoverer of the Book of Mormon, a continuation of the OW 
Testament records. 

John Mc Clintic, of Chambersburg, Penn., invents the first 
practical contrivance for mortising and tenoning. 

The first bell made iroxa blistered bar steel melted is turned 
out In New York, and pronounced equal in sound to composi- 
tion bells. 

Artists and materials are sent from England to start the first 
lithographic establishment in the 1 1. S., at Boston, 

The total salt product of the U. 8. for the year is estimated at 
4,151,182 bushels, of which 1,104.452 are credited to New York, 
and 929,848 to Virginia. 

The American Minister is authorized to offer the Mexican 
Government $1,000,000 for the establishment of a boundary 
line between the highlands of the Neuces and the Klo Grande. 

The national expenses for the year are 122,656.764; the debt 
is $73,987,357; the unports are $79,484,(]l!88; and tlie exports, 
$82„324,727. 
1828. The controvej-sy between the Federal Government and the State 
authorities of Georgia is finally settled early in Jan. by a treaty 
with the Creek Indians for the purchase of the remaining strip 
of their land in that State. 

A treaty with Mexico is signed. Id Jan., establishing a bound- 
ary line. 

The Congressional Committee on Manufactiu*es, to whom was 
referred the subject of a general revision of tlie tariff, submit 
a report, 21 Jan., with a bill altering the Acts imposing duties 
on imports; the chief articles on which heavy protective duties 
are laid are woolen and cotton fabrics; the debate on the bill 
begins in the House 3 March, and closes 22 April, the members 
from the Middle and Western Free States supporting the biO, 
and those from the Cotton States with a majoii^ of those froa 
hew £nghind opposing it*, in the Senate a few amendmentiaif 
made, and the bill becomes \bl^,\^ >^».^* 
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i De Witt Clinton, popularly considered the ** Fatlxer ef th« 
Erie Canal," dies 11 Feb. 

The first wool sale ever held in the U. S. takes place at 
Boston, 10 June, when 1536 bales of Saxony, Spanish, and 
other foreign and American wool, amounting to 400,0(K) pounds, 
are sold for nearly $300,000. 

Rev. E. Burt, of Conn., receives a patent for the first Ameri- 
can power-loom for weaving check and plaid goods, 19 Aug. 

At the Exhibition of the Franklin Institute, Phila., 8-16 Oct., 
a premium is awarded to Seth Boyden, of Newark, N. J., for an 
assoitment of buckles, bits, and other goods of annealed cast 
iron; this is the first time that annealed cast iron has been used 
for such purposes in the U. S. 

The gubernatoilal election in New York is rendered unusually 
exciting by the appearance of a strong anti-Masonic party in 
the field; Francis Granger receives tiie nomination of that party 
for Governor, and John Crary that for Lieutenant-Governor; 
subsequently Mr. Granger declines, and Solomon Southwick is 
substituted; the Adams party nominates Judge Smith I'homp- 
son, of the U. S. Supreme Court, for Governor, and Mr. Gran- 

Ser for Lleutenant-Grovernor; the Jackson party nominates 
Lartin Van Buren for Grovernor, and Enos T. Throop for Lieu- 
tenant-Grovernor; in the election Mr. Van Buren receives 136,- 
794 votes. Judge Thompson, 106,444, and Mr. Southwick, 
83,345. 

For the Presidential campaign, the Adams party renominates 
the President, with Richard Rush, of Penn., for Vice-President; 
while the Democrats name Andrew Jackson for President, with 
John C. Calhoun for Vice-President; Jackson and Calhoun 
receive 650,028 popular and 178 electoral votes, and Adams and 
Rush, 513,159 popular and 83 electoral, William Smith, for V. P., 
7; Jackson and Calhoun are declared elected. 

The Western Theological Seminary (Pres.), at Alleghany, 
Penn., is founded. 

William Howard, of Baltimore, receives the first American 
patent for a locomotive engine. 

P. B. Smith, of New Yoirtc, begins the manufacture of varnish 
for general purposes. 

William Wood worth, of Hudson, N. Y., takes out a patent 
for the first machine for planing, tongueing, grooving, and 
cutting boards. 

The introduction of a superior grade of cotton raised on the 
Sea Islands, off the Carolina coast, creates considerable excite- 
ment, and large sums of money are offered the grower for his 
secret. 

The national expenses for the year are $25,459,479; the debt 
is $67,475,043; the imports are $88,509,824; and the expoi-ts, 
$72,264,686. 
'• The Legislatures of Greorgia and South Carolina send protests to 
Congress against the Tariff Act of the preceding session, pro- 
nouncing it unconstitutional and ruinous to commerce and agri.- 
colture. 

The cotton manufacturers of Phila. hold a meeting, 8 Feb 
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1839* and decide to open one or more private houses for the sa 
thek goods, instead of selling them off by auction. 

The House Committee to whom were referred the resoiu 
relative to the disposition of the public lands, report, 25 1 
opposing a division of the lands among the States, and re* 
mending a distribution of the net proceeds of the sales of pi 
lands among tlie States in the ratio of their population; 
amount of public land to which the Government still holds 
rifijht of soil is stated to be over 1000 miUions of acres. 

Gen. Jackson is inaugurated seventh Pi-esident of the U 
4 March: he selects his Cabinet officers as follows: Martin" 
Buren, N. Y., Secretary of State; Samuel D. Ingham, Pe 
Secretary of the Treasury; John Branch, N. C, Secretai*] 
the Navy; John McP. Berrien, Ga., Attorney-General; 
William T. Barry, Ky. (new cabinet office), Postmai 
General. In his inaugural the President pledges himself t< 
administration of reform. 

During the summer the President makes a large numbe 
removals from office, including nearly 500 postmasters. 

The American Institute of the State of New York is in 
porated, 2 May, for the purpose of encouraging domestic in- 
try inth6 State and the U. S., in agriculture, commerce, mf 
factures, and the ails; it holds its first annual fair in Ci 
Garden, in Nov. 

Sam Patch, who has made successful leaps at Passaic I 
and Niagara, is killed, 13 Nov., while jumping the Gen( 
Falls, Rochester, N. Y. 

The firet Session of the 21st Confess opens 7 Dec, I 
Houses having an administration majority; the power of 
President to make removals from office except for cans 
vigorously debated. 

Louis McLane is appointed Minister to England; Willian 
Rives to Spain; and Thomas P. Moore to Colombia 

Among the public institutions founded this year are the > 
sachusetts Institution for the Instruction of the Blind; the C 
State Institution for the Blind; Georgetown (Ky.) College; 
Auburn (N. Y.) Theological Seminary (Pres.); Lane Semin 
(Pres.), Cincinnati; and the Theological Department of the 
Louis (Mo.) University (R. C). 

Dr. John W. Revere, of New York, perfects a process 
galvanizing iron. 

Hamilton Stewart begins the manufacture of damask ta 
linen in Phila., In Dec. 

The first meeting of the General Assembly of the Curat 
land Presbyterian Church Is held at Princeton. Ky. 

Prof. Hitchcock, of Amherst, Mass., makes the first discov 
of tin in the U. S., at Goshen, Conn. 

James Conant makes the fii-st succesbful attempt in the U 
to manufacture sewing-silk by machinery, at Mansfield, Mj 

The national expenses for tlie year are $25,044,358; the d 
is $58,421,413; the imports are $74,492,627; and the f'-'^ 
$72,358,671. 
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to. A resoliition introduced by Mr. Foot, in the Senate, directing 
an inquiry into the expediency of luniting the sales of public 
Umds, leads to a HvQ mouth's debate, during which Mr. Hayne, 
of S. C., in reply big to Mi*. Webster, announces tlie nullification 
doctiine. 

The House committee on ways and means, to whom was referred 
the [mrt of tlie President's message opposing a secciiid time the 
renewal of tlie charter of the U.S. Bank, submits, tiirough Mr, 
M'Duffie, of S. C, an elaborate repoit opposing the i^resulent's 
views; in resiwnse to a resolution, the finance committee of the 
Senate, roiwiling on tlie expediency of establishing a uniform 
national currency for the U. S., declares the objections to the 
President's proposed government bank insuperable and fatal, and 
the scheme impracticable. 

The Pi'esident vetoes a bill authorizing the government to 
subscribe to the stock of the Maysville and Lexington (l^y.) 
turnpike road, holding that to justify an appropriation for in- 
ternal improvement the object must be one or common defense, 
and of a general and national, not a local or State benefit ; Mr. 
Polk asseits that by this single act the President has done 
more than any man in the country, for the last thirty yeara, to 
preserve the constitutlcm ; failing to obtain a two-thirds vote 
the bill is rejected. 

In his annual message (Dec), the Pi'esident gives at gieater 
length his objections to the prevailing system of internal im- 
provements, and suggests the proi)nety of a general plan by 
which an equal distribution of the surplus revenues should be 
made among the several States, to be used for purposes of in- 
ternal improvement; he places the expenditures heretofore 
made for internal improvements at upwards of $5,000,000, and 
estimates the cost of works partially and entirely surveyed 
and pi-ojected at $96,000,000 ; a harbor improvement bill is 
introduce I early in the s.^ssion and passes by lai-ge majorities ; 
tlie President signs it together with other bills ofa like charac- 
ter, making large appropriations for the improvement of roads 
and rivet's, and for a light-house system, 

Attorney-General Berrien, in an opinion to the War Depart- 
ment, maintains^ on the authority of decisions of the Supreme 
Court, that the right of the Cherokee Indians to the disputed 
lands in Georgia is one of occupancy merely; a bill to provide 
for "an exchange of lands within any of the States or Territor- 
ies, and for their removal west of the rivei Mississippi," is re« 
ported by the committee on Indian affajrs of each House and 
adopted ; the sum of $500,000 is appropriated to carry the pro- 
visions of the bill into effect. The Secretaiy of War and Gen. 
Coffee sign a treaty with the Choctaw Indians by wliich the 
latter ag:ee to cede their lands and remove beyond the Missis- 
sippi within tliree yeai-s. The Cherokees determine not to emi- 
m*ate, and ibsue an appeal to the public, complaining of tlie in- 
fringements uix>n their rights by the State of Georgia and of 
the lack of government protection; they engage William Wirt 
as legal counsel, and he attempts to establish their rights by 
making a case, by consent, before the U. S* Supreme Comt; 
Gov. Gilmer declines; the State aut^iarlties grow bolder; Georgi 
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1830. Tassels, an Indian, is tried, convicted of mui-der, and sentenced 
to be handed, by the State olHcials ; a wilt of eiTor is obtained 
from the U. S. Supreme Court ordering the State to show cause 
wliy the judgment sliould not be corrected; the State Legislature 
enjoins all State oiHcers to disregard the mandate, and author- 
izes the Governor to order the sheriff to proceed with the execu- 
tion; tlie Indian is accordingly iianged. 

A treaty is signed between tlie U. S. and Turkey. Yale Col- 
lege erects the Hrst astronomical telescope in the U. S. Charles 
Kean, the English actor, makes his American d4but in New 
York City. Joseph Smi^h publishes liev. Solomon Spaulding's 
religious romance as a revelation and founds the Mormon sect. 
Georgia sends her fii'st contribution of native gold to the U. S. 
mint. Tlie town of Chicago is laid out and lots are offered for 
sale. Charleston, S. C, has the honor of opening the first 
American steam railroad line to travel and traffic. 8ome Indi- 
ans of the Sac and Fox tribes connnit a series of depredations 
upon the whites near the mouth of Rock Kiver, Illinois, which 
leads to a treaty between the government and Keokuk, tlieir 
chief, by which the Indians agree to remove beyond the Miss- 
issippi. President Jackson is renominated for the Presidency 
by friends in the New York Legislature. The first section of 
tlie Baltimore and Ohio railroad is opened for business. The 
fii-st Foiu-drinier machine built in the U. S. is turned out at 
Whidham, Conn. The Louisville and Portland Canal, around 
the falls of the Ohio, is opened (5 Dec), at a cost of $750,000. 

In accordance with special instructions, Mr. McLane, the new 
minister to England, re-opens the discussion with Great Britain 
concerning the colonial ti ade, and effects an arrangement by 
which she will open the \yoY{% of her West India and other 
American colonial possessions to the vessels of tlie U. S. and 
their cargoes on equal terms with her own sailing from the U. 
S., and will permit U. S. vessels to export from her colonies to 
any country except the British dominions, on the same terms 
as British vessels; the President issues a proclamation annomio- 
ing the arrangements (5 Ottobei'). 

Joseph Dixon begins the manufacture of lead pencils in tl e 
U. S., at Salem, Mass. The omnibus ^la^es i|s first appearance 
in New York City. John Rtindolph is appointed minister to, 
Russia, succeeding Henry Middleton. John C. Calhoun, Vice- 
President,' initiates an acrimonious controversy with the Presi- 
dent concerning the latter's conduct during the Seminole war. 

James H. Peck, Judge of the U. S. District Court for the 
District of Missouri, is impeached for alleged abuse of judicial 
authority and is acquitted; as a result of this trial a law is 
passed restricting tlie power of judges, in punishing for con- 
tempt of court, to cases of misbehavior in the presence of 
courts, or so near them as to obstruct the administration of 
justice, and also to the official misbehavior of officers of the 
courts. 1'he President effects a wholesale discharge of govern- 
ment officials. 

The first National political Convention ever held (the Anti- 
Masonic) meets at Pliiladelphia, jpresided over by Francis 
Gr&ngew 
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A. The national expenses for the year amount U $94,5852*81, 
the debt Is $48,565,406, the Talue of imports aggregates 
|70J376,920, and of exports, $78,849,508. 
31. The president's cabinet Is dissolved by re8i&:!iation«, and the 
foUowhig successors are appointed: Edward Livingston, of I^a., 
Secretary of State: Louis MoLane, of D<il., Secretary of the 
Treasury ; Lewis Cass, o^O.. Secretary of War ; Levi Wood- 
bury, of N. H., Secretary of tlie Navy; Rojjer B. Tanoy, of 
Md., Attorney-General; William T. Barry, of Ky., re-appoiiit(Hl 
Postmaster-Greneral. Mr. Eaton, Ex-Secretary of War is ajv 
pointed Grovemor of Florida, and Martin Van Buren, Ex-Secre- 
tary of State, Minister to England; on tlie confinnation of Mr. 
Van Buren the Senate is a tie; Vice-President Calhoun casts a 
decisive negative vote. 

Ex-President James Monroe dies (4th July). 

Virginia and Louisiana oi>ened their llrst railroads. Fayctte- 
ville, N. C, is destroyed by fire. TIio State of Pennsylvania 
completes a great work of internal improvement embracing tlie 
construction of 118 miles of railroad, 277 milen of canals, and a 
series of inclined planes, at a cost of ovnr $12,000,000. I'he 
Morris Canal connecting Newark, N. J., with the Delaware 
River is opened. The Charleston, S. C, railroad makes the 
first application of four-wheeled trucks to its cars. The Uni- 
versity of the City of New York is established. 

Tlie negroes in the Southern part of Virginia break out Iti 
Insurrection and murder over fifty whites ; Virginia and Nort'n 
Carolina State trooos crush the insun-ection and capture thP 
leaders. 

The case of the Cherokee Indians approaches a crisis ; th< 
last act of the Georgia Legislature makes it a miitdemeanor fol 
white men to reside within the limits of the Cherokee nation 
after 1 March, without a license from the Governor and with- 
out having taken an oath of allegiance to the State; Dr. Butler 
and Rev. Messrs. Worcester and Tliompson, Presbyterian mis- 
sionaries, and two Methodist ministei'S have been aii'ested under 
the act; ten white persons have been indicted, tried, and sen- 
tenced to four years imprisonment; Gov. Gilmer pardons all 
but Dr. Butler and Mr. Worcester, on receiving assurance that 
they would not again violate the laws; Dr. Butler is conveyed 
to jail in chains ; Mr. Worcester applies to the U. S. Supreme 
Court for Relief. 

The Anti-Masonic Convention in Baltimore (Sep.) nomin- 
ates William Wirt, of Md., for President, and Amos Ellmaker, 
of Pa., for Vice-President, the first noinination ever made by a 
National Convetion. The Convention of National Republicans 
at Baltimore (12 Dec.) nominates Heniy Clay, of Ky., for Presi- 
ident, and John Sergeant, of Pa., for Vice-President. 

The first session of the 22d Congress opens (5 Dec); the 
Senate has an opposition majority ; in the House, Speaker 
Stevenson, the administration candidate, is re-elected by a 
single vote. For a. third time the President attacks the U. S. 
Bank in his message'. A number of propositions are submitted 
in relation to the disposal of the public lands, but none receives 
a final and favorable action in both houses. 
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1831. The national expenses for the year amount to $30,088,445, 
the (lobt is $;^1),124,191, the value of imports aggregates $108, 
191,124, and of expoits, $81,310,588. 

1832. The Asiatic oliolera nialces its first appearance in the U. S. 

Henry K. Schoolcraft discoveres the source of the Mississippi 
river while on an exploiin^ expedition. Horse cai-s begin 
runninj^ on the streets of, New York. Charles and Fanny 
Keinble make thnir theatrical d^b^it in America at New York. 

Tlie case of livw Mr. Worcester against the State of Georgii^ 
is d<;cidoil by tlie U. S. Supreme Court; the laws of that State 
under which possession had been taken of the Cherokee coun- 
try and persons liad been punished for residing therein, are 
declared to bo contrary to the constitution, treaties, and laws of 
the U. S.; Mr. Worcester is ordered by a special mandate from 
this court to the Superior Court of Georgia to be discharged; 
the mandate is disregarded and the missionaries are kept in 
prison witliout any hope of liberation before another session of 
tlio Supreme Court, next year. 

Brigham Young joins the Mormons at KhUand, O., with, his 
father, four brothers, and six sistds. 

Tlie first Democratic National Convention meets In Baltimore 
(May), and re-nominates Gen. Jackson for President, and 
names Martin Van Buren, of N. Y., for Vice-President. 

Gen. Santa Anna places himself at the head of the garrison 
of Vera Cruz, Mex., and attempts to re-organize the ministry; 
taking the field against Bustamente ho wages an Irregular war 
for nearly a year; at an armistance It is agreed to recaU Presi- 
dent Pedraza from exile and place him in the capital. 

Randolpli-Macon College, Boydtown, Va., is established. 
James Gordon Bennett issues the first number of the New York 
G/^6^, (29 Oct.) 

Black Hawk repudiates the treaty made with Keokuk, and 
gathers the Winnebagoes, Sacs, and Foxes for further depreda- 
tions; they recross tlie Mississippi river, spread rapidly over the 
country, destroying the villages and killing tlie white settlers ; 
Gens. Atkinson and Scott are cluirged with the defence of the 
frontier; after embarking at Buffalo cholem bi-eaks out among 
Gen. Scott's troops, and they are unable to co-0|)erate Avith Gen. 
Atkinson; Gen. Atkinson reaches Black Hawk's encanipment, 
and after a series of sliarp engagements disperses tlie Indians 
and takes Black Hawk and a number Vf leading braves pris- 
oners. V 

The States Rights Party In South Carolina hold a convention 
at Columbia (19 Nov.) ; they issue an ordinance in the name 
of tlie people, declaring that Congress has exceeded its protect- 
ive duties, tliat the Acts should from that time be nidi and void, 
and it that is the duty of tlie Legislature and the State Court, 
to take prompt measures to prevent theh* operation after 1 Feb., 
1883 ; five days later the friends of the convention in the same 
place solennily protest against the ordinance; Gov. Handlton ap- 
proves tlie ordii^ance in his message; he recommends the re- 
organization of the militia, that ne be allowed to accept 
volunteers, and that provision be made for procuring heavy 
ordnance and ottier mumtVona oi ^«tT\ th^ Ptealdent Issues a 
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i. proclamation (10 Dec.), asserting that tho laws of the U. 8. 
muBt bo execaiedf and appealing to the patriotism of S. C. to 
retrace her steps, and to the country to rally in defeuito of tiio 
Union ; the proclamation has a favorable reception*, but does 
not arrest the preparations for war; tlie government talces 
steps to maintain its laws. 

A further trejtty is made at Payne's Landinji:, IHa., with the 
Seminoles, by winch tlu^y agree to give up all their reservations 
and to conditionally remove. 

Prof. Morse begins the series of ex{H3riinent6 wliicli result In 
the ma^etio telegraph. 

A biu origiuatuig in the House, making appropriations for 
certain hiternal Improvements for tiie year, jnisses botli bodies 
and is signed by the President notwithstanding \m freciucnt 
objecCtons to the system of internal imi>rovom(uit; tlio sums 
appropriated for about fifty objects r-ggi-egate 1 1,200,000; an- 
other bill making appropriations for certain harbors also passes 
both bo'.lies, but the Pi*esident retains it, without signing, until 
after tlie adjournment. 

A new tariff act passes at this session; Mr. M'DufHe, chairman ■ 
of the committee on ways and means, rciwrts (8 l^'cb.) in con- 
formity with tlie views of tlie opponents of jirotoction; it fjivors 
ajgeneral system of advilorem duties, and proposes a reduction 
01 duties to a standard deemed necessary f(jr the i)urpo8e of 
revenue, after the payment of the public debt; in com|)liance 
with a resolution, Mr. McLane, Secretary of tlio Treasury, 
makes anotlier rejiort (27 Apiil), with a bill pi*oposing several 
specitlo reductions and a general reduction to an a<j:fn*egate 
sam equal to the expenses of the government; Mr. McLane'a 
bill passes botli houses after modifications in each. 

A new apportionment of members of the House of Representa- 
tives under the fifth census is made. In the Presidentialielection 
Gen, Jackson receives 219 electoral votes; Henry Clay, 49; and 
William Wirt, 7: for Vice-President, Van Bunui receives 189; 
Serjeant} 49; 80 Pennsylvania electors vote for William Wilkin* 
(Pa^ for Vice-President, and the eleven votes of South Carolina 
go for John Floyd ( Va.) and Henry Lee (Mass). The popular 
vote is Jackson, 687,503 ; Clay, 530,189; Wirt, 83,108. 

The petition of the olncers of tiio U. S. Bank for a renewal 
of its charter is referred to a select committee of the Senate, 
who report favorably: long debates ensue; finally a bill for 
r>charterin]^ the Bank passes both Houses; the President votoes 
it, and its friends fail to can-y it over tho veto; in tho House a 
committee is appointed to hivestlgate the books and proceedings 
of tlie Bank, numerous acts of misconduct being alleged against 
the management; Messrs. Clayton, Johnson (Ky.), Cambreleng, 
and ThoniJis submit a majority report, Messrs, Mcl3uffie, Adams, 
and Watinough, a second, and Mr. Adams, a third; in his an- 
nual message the President recommends the removal of the 
publio funds from the U. S. Bank and a sale of the stock be- 
lon^ngto the government. 

(S)l. Bi'adburn arrests and imprisons a number of citizens at 
Anahuac, Texas; the colonists headed by John Austin ho'd a 
meeting ^nd demand the rele^e of the prisoners; receiving * 
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1883. refusal they t)ireaten to r luce tlie garrison; Bradbum i^bikmi 
his prisoners to the ^und^ declaring the firat shot fired by ths 
colonists will be their fate; the colonists vow if he executes his 
threat tlio crime and its retribution will be written on the fort 
with his blood; a few shots are fired, then an adjustment is 
accepted only to be violated by Bradbum ; ttie Texans attad 
the Mexicans (26 June) at Velasco and capture the fort; Piedras 
{[oes to the relief of Anahuac, but is met by the Texans and 
forced to capitulate; Texas frees herself of military domination 
and internal stiife (August); a convention of the people is held 
at San Felii)c (Oct.) to secure a separation fix>m Coahuila, but 
without success. « 

Treaties are signed between the U* S. and Mexico (6 April), 
Naples (14 Oct.), and Russia (18 Dec). 

The national expenses for the year amount to $34,856,698; 
the debt is $24,822,285; the value of imports aggregates flOl,* 
029,260, and of exi>oi1s $87,176,943. 
X833, The U. S. Trejisury Building at Washington is destroyed by flPB, 
but its valuable contents are saved. 

The President sends a message to Congress communicating the 
proceedings of theS.C. Legislature, and suggestuig the adoption 
of such measures as the crisis seems to demand ; the judiciaiy 
committee repoi-ts a bill authorizing the President to employ 
the land and naval forces to enforce the collection of the reve- 
nue, if resistance is offered; Virginia requests S. C. to rescind 
her nullifying ordinance, and Congress to speedily reduce tiie 
revenue from duties to the standard of necessary exx)ense8; 
Mr, Clay hitroduces his compromise tariff bill (13 Feb.), to pre- 
vent the destruction of the tariff policy and to avert civil war; 
he proposes a gi*adual reduction of the obnoxious duties during 
the next ien years; Mr, Webster opi)Oses the bill, but It passes 
>both Houses; the operation of the imllifying Acts is suspended 
in S C, and at a convention called by the (Governor (11 March) 
the ordinance is repealed because of the modification of toe 
tariff and the friendly action of Virginia. Mr. Clay's bill to 
distribute for a limited time the proceeds of the Bades of public 
lands is adopted a second time, but the President retains it be- 
yond the session. Eight millions of acres of land have been 
granted by Congress to new States up to tliis time. 

The fii*st reaping machine is publicly tried before the Hamil- 
ton County Agricultural Society of Ohio, by Obed Hussey. 
The Knickerboek/r Magazine is established in New York by hir, 
Peabody. Frederick Tudor begins the exportation of Ajnerican 
ice, sending a cargo to India. 

Santa Anna is elected President of Mexico; the federal 
system is again re-organbed; Gren. Duran promulgates a plan 
in favor of the church and the army .and proclaims Santa Anna 
supreme Dictator of the nation; the President leaves the capital 
with an army to quell the revolt; Arista, second in command, 
declares in favor of Duran's plan; Vice-President Farias rallies 
the federalists against the soldiery, defeating the President^! 
scheme; Santa Anna returns to the capital, raises another armji 
and compels the smrender of the insurgents; Arista is pardfli^ 
edt md X>urau e^UeOl. 
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)^ The S* C. Baflroad h now completed to Savannah, and is the 
lon<re8t line in the world, A canal, connecting the Ohio River 
wit£ Lake Eiie, iB oi>ened to navigation. 

Gren. Stephen F, Austin, charged with delivering a statement 
ef grievances to the Mexican autliorities from the i)eople of 
Texas, is arrested while returning, at Saltillo, hy order of VI(M3- 
President Farias, and tlirown into a dungeon; two parties 
spring up among the Americans in Texas one anxious to pro- 
claim the province independent of Mexico, the other retaining 
confidence in Santa Anna and opposing revolutionary measures, 
while also anxious for a State Government; a sc^oond convention 
is held at San Felipe to etfect a separation of Texas from Coah- 
uila (April), at which a petition for the separation of the two 
provinces is framed and tlie plan of a State constitution 
adopted. 

Congress refuses to authorize the removal of the public funds 
from me U. S. Bank; after tiie adjournment the President as- 
Bames the rcsponsibility and directs William J. Duane, the 
Sewetary of the Treasury, to withdraw the Govcrninont funds, 
(nearly $10,000,000) and deposit them in certain State Banks; 
the Secretary refuses and is removed from ofKco; Roger B. 
Taney is appointed his successor, and i)romptly cxecut<;s the 
President's order ; the amount of loans of tlie bank (1 Oct.) is 
estimated at over $60,000,000 ; hitense excitement throughout 
the country ensues; the whole amount of Government funds is 
removed in nine months; the State Banks receive the funds on 
deposit and begin to loan freely ; confidence is being rapidly 
restored. 

A commercial treaty is concluded between the U. S. and 
Austria, another with Turkey, and a special one with the 
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, by which $1,720,000 are to be 
paitlas an indemnity for claims of citizens of the U. S. for 
depredations upon our commerce by the King of Na[)les be- 
tween 1809 and 1812. A bill drawn on the French Government 
for the first instalment ($900,000) of the indemnity due citizens 
of the U. S., act^ordiug to Mr. Rivcs's treaty with France in 
1831, is dishonored on presentation for payment. 

Hie second term of Gen. Jackson's administration begins 
(4 March). Benjamin F. Butler, of New York, is appointed 
Attomey-Gtenerau 

The Legislatures of New York, New Jersey, Ohio, and 
Tennessee pass resolutions approving the President's course on 
the Bank question. 

Andrew Stevenson, of Va., is again re-elected Speaker of the 
House. Mr. Clay offers a resolution (5 Dec.) requesting the 
President to inform the Senate whether the paper on the bank 

question read to his c-abinet and alleged to liave been published 

by his authority, is ger>uiue or not, and if genuine to furnish 
the Senate with a coi)y of it; the resolution is adopted; the 
President, in reply, questions the right of the Senate to require 
of him an account of any communication made in a cabinet 
eouncil, and declines to comply^ Mr. Clay submits two resolu- 
tions declaring the President's oismissal of the late Seoetary of 
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1888. the Treasury for not removing: the deposits, and the appolntm 
of another who did, an illegal exercise of power, and the reas< 
therefor unsatisfactory; the discussion is protracted for th 
months; the second resolution is adopted as read, and the f 
after being modified by the author; the Pi'esident in a messs 
protests against this action, and tlie Senate adopts a resoluti 
declaring the President, has no right to send a protest to t 
Senate against any of its proceedings. 

The missionaries imprisoned in Georgia in defiance of t 
U. S. Supreme Coui*t, discontinue theu* suit and are releas( 
The national expenses for the year amount to $24,257,21 
the debt is $7,001,032; the value of impoiia aggrega 
$108,118,311, and of exports, $90,140,443. 
1834. The Mormong organize a governing body called the Twe 
Apostles. Serious differences as to doctrines have sprung uj 
the Presbyterian Church, and its adherents now divide into 
New School and the Old Scnool parties. Branch mints arete 
established at New Orleans, Charlotte, N. C, and Dahlonc 
Ga, Many of the President's former supporters are Joining 
opposition; the combined force is assuming the name of Wu' 
while tlie adninlstration party adhere to the name 
Democrats. 

Horace Greeley, Jonas Winchester, and E. Sibbett bring 
the New Yorker (22 March). 

The Seminole Indians in Florida are creating grave aJa 
Mican py,the king of the nation, Is opposed to the rem< 
agreed to in the treaty of 1832, and Osceola, their most n*^ 
chief, peremptorily refuses to leave the land of his fathers; 
President sends Gen, Wiley Thompson to Florida, to prei 
for a forcible removal of the Indiatis, if necessary: thehaug 
bearing of Osceola and his firmness in pressing his rem 
Btrances against the proceedings anger Gen. Thompson, and 
orders the chief to be placed in irons and confined for a dayj 
his release the Indian feigns penitence, agrees to the rema 
and promises to surrender certain cattle and horses during 
fii-st fortnight of Dec, 1835. 

New Orleans is beginning to light her streets with gas. 

The Indian Territory, with an area of 71,000 square ndlei 
organized. 

The manufacture of table cutlery is established at Greenfi 
Mass. 

Mr, McLane resigns the oflico of Seci'etaryof State^and J 
Forsyth, a Senator from Georgia, is appointed in his place; 
Woodbury, Secretary of the Savy, receives the appointmer 
Secretary of the Treasury, to succeed Mr, Taney, whose app( 
ment during the recess the Senate refuses to confirm; Mai 
Dickerson, a former Senator from ISew Jersey, is appoii 
Secretaiy of the Navy; the appointment of Mr. Butler, as 
torney-General, is confirmed. Speaker Stevenson, of the Ho 
is nominated as minister to Great Britan, but Is rejected in 
Senate; the British mission has been vacant two years, Ai 
Vail acting as the U. S. Kepresentative. Mr. Stevenson res 
^e Speaker*8 chair, and John Bell, of Tenn., Is chosen Spe 
msL the tenth ballot Bepresentatlva Gordon^ of Va^ b 
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I8M. amendment to a pending bill, Rii,o^<reste tlie establishment of 
U. S. Sub-treasuries, but nis ])ropo8itioii is ridiculed. 

The Senate finance committee, lr)stnicte<l to investigate the 
aflah^ of the U. S. Banic, make a voluminous re])ort (18 Dec.)> 
which is ill tlie main favorable to the management. 

The number of officers, agents, contractore, etc., who are 
paid from the U. S. Treasury is re[)orted at upwards of 60,000, 
of whom 81,917 are connected >vith the Post OlHce Department. 

Oberlia (O.) College is cstablislied. 

The French Government having repeatedly refused the Legis- 
lation necessary to pay the U. S. the first instalment of the 
indemnity, the President r-'iggests, as a ni(»a9uro of redress, 
reprisals upon French commerce, in case the Chambers again 
adjourn without making provision for i)ayment. 

The election in New York City is unusually stormy; ])oliticAl 
meetings are broken up, the militia are called out for the i)ro- 
tection of the city, and many rioters are aiTested. 

New York City elects a Mayor (Cornelius W. Lawrence) for 
the first time. 

The anti-slavery agitation is creating mob violence; leading 
abolitionists are brutally attacked, and tluMr dwellings togt^ther 
with a number of chm'ches, school-house^i, and negro homes in 
various parts of the country destroyed; Philaclelphia has a 
three nights' riot in which the mob assaults nearly fifty houses 
inhabited by negroes, 

Lafayette dies at La Grange, France (20 May). 

Brooklyn, N. Y., blossoms out as a city, and gives itself a 
full set of mimicipal ofllcei's, 

A crowd of diflguised i)eoi>le attack a convent at Charles- 
town, Mass., seeking a girl alleged to be contlncd against her 
will, and failing to discm^er her, they warn the inmates out and 
destroy the buildings by fire. 

Santa Anna deserts the federal republican party and system 
in Mexico, and espouses the cause and assumes the direction of 
his former political enemies; conscious of his strength as the 
head of the military chiefs and the anny, ho dissolves the 
national Congress and the council of government and sum- 
mons a new and unconstitutional one to meet hi Jan. next, 
imtil which time he is the supreme authority; these proceedings 
have a marked influence on the citizens of Texas ; the Legislature 
of Coahuila and Texas is divided into two parties: one, assem- 
bling at Monclova, denounces Santa Anna and sustams Viduari, 
the constitutional governor ; the other, meeting at Saltillo, 
declares for Santa Anna, issues a proclamation against the 
Congress, annuls the decrees of the State Legislature, and elects 
a nulitai-y governor; the Legislature of the State of Coahuila and 
Texas gives away large tracts of the public domain which lie 
almost exclusively within the limits of Texas, agahist the pro- 
tests of the Texan members. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $24,601,983; 

the debt is $4,700,081 ; the value of imports * aggregates 

1126,521,333, and of exports, |104, 336,973. 

^. An attempt is made to assiissinate the President by a crazjr 

Euglishnian named LavTreno^, who is captured and sent to fl 
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1835. lunatic asylum (30 Jan.) Chief Justice John Marshall diet 
Pliiladelpbia (6 July). The New York Herald makes its app 
ance as a two-cent paper, under the auspices of James Gor 
Bennett and Anderson and Smith, printers (fl May.), 

It is decided by popular vote in New York City to begin 
construction of the Croton Aqueduct, The publication of 
**Moon Hoax," by Richard Adams Locke, editor of the Nevtl 
Sun, creates great excitement throughout the countiy i 
Europe. 

Messrs James and Erastus Brooks bring out the New 1 
EomreBS^ 

Santa Anna's irregular Congfress meets (Jan.); theVice-Pr 
dent is deposed without impeachment and Gen. Barragar 
leading centralist, succeeds him; the reduction and dis£ii] 
of the militia of the several States is decreed; a rebellion res 
in the State of Zacatecas, which the President suppresses b 
battle on the plains of Guadalupe; a few days later tiie "Plai 
Toluca," changing the federal system to a central govemm< 
is published, and the Central Republic is established 
decree (3 Oct.); Santa Anna reduces all opposition by fc 
of arms except in the province of Texas, from which 
citizens drive all the Mexican troops; Santa Anna p 
pares a large army to subjugate the Texans. The Mexi( 
Governor of Texas calls out the militia, but the appeal is ( 
regarded and the executive compelled to flee; the Congress < 
poses the State authorities and aiTests and banishes all refract( 
Legislators; Gen. Stephen Austin is released and returns fr 
Mexico • he calls the Texans to arms and organizes the mill 
to repel the Mexican invasion; the Mexican General Cos 
rives at Copano and marches toward Bexar; the Texans atb 
the Mexicans at Gonzalez (1 Oct.) and disperse them: eif 
days later they capture the Mexican stronghold, Goliaa, w 
$10,000 worth of stores and a large quantity of arms; 6< 
Austin defeats a superior force of Mexicans, near Be: 
(20 Oct.); the Texan colonists hold a general convention 
San Felipe and adopt a declaration of rights and independei 
(7 Nov.); a provisional government is formed, with Hei 
Smith, governor, and Sanmel Houston, commander-in-chiei 
the army; Edward Burleson is elected to the chief commanc 
the volunteers, and Gen. Austin is appointed a commissio 
to seek the aid and recognition of the U. S.; tiie Texans, un 
the veteran Milam, besl'^ge Bexar, and after penetrating to 
center of the town, force the gairison to surrender (11 Dec.) 

President Jackson announces the extinction of the natio 
debt. Chicago organizes a fire-department, and opens her i 
bank. The manufacture of horse-shoes by machinery is bej 
at Troy, N. Y., and of pins at New York. Col. Sam Colt beg 
making revolver pistols at Hartford, Conn. Springhill CoUe 
St. Joseph, Ala., and Oglethorpe University, Atlanta, Ga., 
organized. Attacks upon the negi'oes and abolitioixigts 
becoming daily occurrences in the Northern States. W( 
is begun on the New York and Erie Railroad. New Yc 
City IS visited by a terrible fire (10 Dec); the night is 
|6Dsely cold; the flames rage three days» lay waste I 
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835* Iraslness part of the cih% and consume 648 1iou?u>s and stores 
with $18,000,000 worth of i>roperty; tlio flames ar^ ch«ck(?(l by 
blowing up buildinffs with gunpowder; all the insurance 
oompames are forcea to su5?x)«n(l ))ayments. 

Imtead of keeping his promise witli Gen. Thomj^son, 
Osceola, the Soniinole chief, takes to the war ])ath in the Kver* 
glades of Florida (Dec.); Major Da le is sent from Fort l^rooke- 
at the head of Tani})a Hay, with over 100 men, to the assistance 
of Gen. Clinch, at Fort ])i*ane, in the interior; tlio Major and 
aU but four of his command arc massacred near Wahoo 
Swamp (38); the same day Osceola ai)i)ears near Fort King, 
and while Gen. Thompson is dinhig with friends, the Indians 
suddenly kill the general and five others; C)sceoia takes Thomi)- 
jon's scalp and the Indians disappear before tlie assault is 
mown; Cren, Clinch and his trooi)8 have a Ixittlo with the 
Seminoles on the Withlacoochee (31).. 

In the U. S. Senate Mr. Benton moves a resolution ordering 
Mr. Clay's resolutions against the President on the deposits 
question to be expunged from the miimtes. A claim for spolia- 
tions of tlie property of Amencan citiz(uis by France prior to 
1800 is presented, with a bill proj)osing to pay the claimants an 
aggregate of $5,000,000; Mr. Webster, its author, advocates 
the bill, while Mr, Wright leads the opposition; the bill passes 
the Senate, and the House i)ostpones action on it till next 
session. 

A Democratic National Convention in Baltimore adopts the 
two-thuds rule, and unanimously nominates Van Buren for 
Pi-esident ; Richard M. Johnson nominated for Vice-President. 
Wm. Henry llan'ison and Francis (Granger are nominated by 
several Whig State Conventions. Gc^orgia and Tenn. nominate 
Hugh L. White and John ry\eri Mass., Webj;ter and (j ranger; 
Md., Harrison and Tyler; S. C, W. P. Mangum and Tyler. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $27,573,141; 
the value of imix)rts aggregates $140,895,742, and of expoits, 
$121,693,577. 
1836. Santa Anna sets out from Saltillo for the Rio Grande, where 
there are 8,000 troops, to drive the Americans out of Texas 
(1 Feb.); he attempts to excite the Indians against the Texans; 
the Mexican minister to the U. S. remonstrates against the 
interference of the American people in a purely domestic ques- 
tion of Mexico; the President of the U. S. sends Maj. -Gen. 
Graines to command the troops on the Louisiana border, with 
orders to preserve a strict neutrality and to arrest any person 
exciting the Indians to war; Gen. Austin goes to the U. S. to 
obtain means for canying on the war; Gen. Houston hastens to 
treat with the Indians, and Gov. Smith is removed from office; 
information is received (7 Feb.) that the Mexicans are advancing 
to the Rio Grande, and that a strong detachment is already at 
Matamoras^ Col. Fannin notiti(is the ]M*ovl3ional government, 
and calls tor aid to protect Bexar; the colonists are dilatory, 
and allow the Mexicans to concentrate on the heights of the 
Alesan (23 Feb.); the Texans, under William B. Travis, and 
numbering 150 men, i-etire to the Alamo, and sustain a bom- 
bardment cf 24 hours without losing a man; Travis makes 
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1836. repeated appeals for aid; only 33 voluoteers from Gfom^ 
come to his suocor; the entu*e Mexican force of over 4000 id 
under Santa Anna, suiround the Alamo at midnight (6 Marat 
they are twice repulsed in attempting to scale the walls, bolf 
thu'd time tliey succeed; only two persons, Mrs. Dickersonn 
a negro servant, escape the hutclieiy that follows; amon^C 
slain aie Travis, Maj. Evans, Col. James Bowie, and I^ 
Crockett, of Tenn. 

In the meantime a convention of the colonists, who qi 
number at least 50,000, is held at Washington, on the BnuB 
and (2 March) it unanimously agrees to a declaration of ini 
pendence; a constitution for the Republic of Texas is adoph 
(17), and David G, Burnett, of N. J., is appointed provi^raftj 
president. 

Gen, Urrea, leaving Santa Anna near Bexar, proceeds 
the coast with a strong division; Capt. King, with a 
detachment, falls in with the Mexican cavalry, and his wl _ 
party are captured and killed; Col. Fannin, not hearing Ml 
King, sends another detachment under Col. Ward to prc4ii 
the families at the Mission of Refudo; Ward has two engae 
ments with the Mexicans; in the m*st he is victorious, but a 
the second he is overpowered and forced to smi-ender; Fana 
begins a retreat from Goliad to Victoria (18 March), and is o?* 
taken the same day by the Mexicans: he repels all Urres 
charges until dusk, when a body of Indians ci-awl tiirough it 

frass and attack him; Urrea is reinforced in the morning, aii 
annin is obliged to surrender; the eapitijjation is violated \ 
Santa Anna's orders (27 March), and all the prisoners, amountfi 
to about 400, are put to death at Goliad, save a few who escaj 
after the first fire. 

The army under Gen, Houston, numbering 788 men, croflM 
Buffalo Bayou (19 April), surrounds the Mexican force unde 
Gen. Cos, numbering nearly 1,600 men, on the San JacintM 
makes a sudden attack (21), and nearly annihilates the enemj 
killing 630, woundhig 208, and taking 730 prisoners, with a lotf 
on their own side of 8 killed and 17 wounded; Santa Ann 
himself is captured on the following day; President Bumtf 
concludes a convention with Santa Arma (14 May), and the Im 
ter is nominally leleased, much against the popular sentimen 
which demands that he be detained witliin Texas; Bubseqnenti 
the President of Texas releases him: he goes to Washingtoi 
D. C, has a secret conference with the President of the U. 3 
(18 Dec), and leaves (26) in a war vessel for Mexico. 

The Seminoles attack Gen. Gaines near the Withlacoocl»< 
(29 Feb. J and kill a number of his troops; the Creeks begi 
depredations in Georgia and Alabama, attacking villages an 
causing the whites to fleej Gen, Scott wages a vigorous WJ 
against the Creeks, subduing them and sending several thou 
sands to their designated homes in the west; Gov. Call, of Ga. 
marches against the Seminoles with nearly 2,000 men (Ctet); 
severe engag*^meiit occurs near the scene of Dade's massacr 
(21 Nov.), but without material results. 

Arkansas, formed from French territory, adopts aconstitntto 
(1 March), and is admitted into the Union by Act of 15 June; fl 
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&• same Act admits ^chigan conditionally. By Act of 30 Apri^ 

Wisconsin is formed as a Territory out of lands acquired from 

Great Britain and heretofore lying in the Territory of Michigan. 

Brigham Yoiing is elected freSdent of the Twelve Aix)stle3, 

Mormons, 

The Union Theological Seminary (Presby.) hi New York 
City is founded. 
The charter of the U. S. Bank expires by limitation. 
Ex-President James Madison dies (28 June). Aaix>n Biur 
dies (14 Sep.) 

The Treasury Department issues a circular (11 July) requiring 
all collectors of the public revenue to receive nothing but ftold 
and silver in payments; the " Specie Chcular" is denounced by 
bushieas men genei*ally, 

CoDgress authorizes the Seci-etary of the Treasury to dis- 
tribute all the public funds, except $5,000,000, among tlio dif- 
ferent States on the basis of their representation; a mania for 
speculation sets in. 

Gen. Samuel Houston is elected tlio first constitutional Presi- 
dent of the Republic of Texas, and Gen. Mirabeau B. Lamar, 
Vice-President (Sept.). 

Vice-President Maitin Van Buren(Dem.), of N.Y., is elected 

P^dent of tlie U. S., over William Henry llairison (Whig), 

of 0.; H. L. White (Ind.), of Tenn.; and Daniel Webster 

(Whig), of Mass.; for Vice-President tliere is no electoral choiiio 

between Richard M. Joimson (Dem.), of Ky.: Francis Granger 

(Wliig), of N. Y.: John Tyler (Ind.), of Va.: and William 

Smith (Whig), of Ala. The electoral votes are Van Buren, 170; 

Hanlson, 73: White, 26 : Webster, 14, and Mangum, 11: and 

for Vice-Pres., Johnson, 147 ; Granger, 77; Tyler,47; Smith, 23. 

The popular vote is : Van Buren, 761,549 ; tlie opposition, 

736,656. 

The United States Patent Office is destroyed by fire, with all 
Its contents '15 Dec). 

In Mexico the CJongress suspends tlie presidential authority of 
Santa Anna while a prisoner in Texas (20 May ) j Gen. Barragan, 
Viee-Pres., assumes executive functions, but dies shortly after. 
The anti-slavery question is assuming vast proportions; peti- 
tions praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave-ti-ade 
are daily presented in Congress from the free States; the pre- 
vailing sentiment is tliat Confess has no constitutional author- 
ity to interfere in any way with the institution of slavery in any 
of the States. 

The distinguished actress, Ellen Tiee, makes her first Ameri. 
can appearance in New York (12 Dec). 
Philadelphia is now liffhting her sti-eets witJi gas. 
In Centreville, Mich., tobacco, for chewl.-g purposes, is being 
cut very fine by machinery. 

Experiments In Peimsylvania have resulted in the belief that 
anthmcite coal is more satisfactory tlian wood for locomotive 
fuel. 

Sdentific people are elated over the erection of a building at 
Williamstown, Mass., for astronomical observations. 
Tbe national expenses for the ye^ arnount to |30,934,6M 
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1886. the value of imports aggregates $189,980,085, and of expa 

$128,663,040. 
1837. Senator Benton's pei'sistency in seeking to have Mr. Clay's resol 
tion of 28 March, 1834, condemning President Jackson for remc 
ing tiie deposits, expunged from the journal, meets vnth ei 
cess (16 Jan.), tlio resolution being expunged by a vote of 
yeas to 19 nays, 5 absentees. 

Michigan, having complied with the co.iditions imposed up 
her, is admitted into the Union, 26 Jan. 

Santa Anna reaches Vera Cruz, 20 Feb.; the lack of com 
dence in him is so strong that he is forced to go into retiremen: 
Gen. Bustamente is elected President; frequent declarations i 
favor of federation are made, but the government suppress 
the disturbances with ease; Gomez Farias, still ui prisoD, : 
making strong efforts for the Pi*esidency. 

The independence of the Republic of Texas is recognized I 
the U. S. Government, 8 March. 

Martin Van Buren, eighth President, is sworn into offi( 
(4 March); he appoints as his cabinet, John Forsyth, Secretary < 
State; Levi Woodbury, Secretary of the Treasury; Joel ] 
Poinsett, Secretary of War; Mahlon Dickinson, Secretary < 
the Navy; Amos Kendall, Postmaster-General; and Ben jam 
F. Butler, Attorney-General. As none of .the candidates t 
Vice-J^resident received a majority of the electoral votes, tl 
Senates goes into an election, and chooses Richard M. Johnso 

The town of Chicago is incorporated as a city, 4 March. 

The Seminole campaign has continued through the winte 
after several severe encountei-s with the tioops, a number 
chiefs call on Gen. Jesup, at Fort Dade (6 March), and sign 
treaty which guai-antees speedy peace, and the prompt remo^ 
of the Indains beyond the Mississippi; during the sumni: 
however, Osceola reappeai-s, urges the violation of the trea; 
and renews the war; Osceola, with several chiefs and 70 wi 
riora, appears at Jesup's camp, under a flag of truce (21 Oct 
exasperated by his former treacliery , Jesup seizes all the InC&a 
and places them in confinement; Osceola is sent to Fort Moi 
tiie, S. C, where he dies of a fever; nearly 9,000 troops rema 
in the State, enga^ng irregularly with the Indians till the ckn 
of the year; CoK Zachary Taylor inflicts a severe defeat upo 
them at Macaco l^ke, 25 Dec. 

The results of lai-t year's overtrading and "peculation ai 
becoming alarming apparent : in New York City the mercanti^ 
failures already (March and April) amount to over $100,000,0(H 
and in New Orleans to $27,000,000; in Boston 168 heavy failun 
occur within six months: a deputation from the merchan 
and bankers of New York call upon the President (May), an 
solicit liira to defer the collection of duties on imported good 
rescind the " Specie Circular," and call an extraordinary sessio 
of Congress to adopt relief measures; the President accedes I 
the first request only; all the banks in New York susper 
specie payments (10), and the Legislature authorizes the su 
pension of specie payments for one yeai- (16); the action of tl 
Kew York banks is speedily followed by those in Bosto: 
fbJladelphia, Albany^ Hartford. Baltimore* Providence^ 
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8fl. eliewhere. Seeing that these 8iisi)eii8ions will seriously embar. 
rag the Govemmentby reiulerins^ it unable to obtain gold and 
silver to discharffe its own obligations, tho Prcjaidftht calls a 
special session of Congress, to convene 4 Sep.; in his message 
the President ruggests the entire disuse of banks as fiscal 
agents of the Grovernment; the coUectiofi, safc-kooping, ti*ansfer, 
and disbursements of the public money by offli'ors of tho Gov- 
ernment; and the employment of sjx^cio alono in its fiscal 
operations. He believes the exclusive use of npciie a ])racticHble 
operation, and holds that a demand for it will thus bo created, 
and its exportation pi-e vented; to supply the existing deflciency 
in the Treasury ho recommcsnds withholding th(; last Installment, 
19,367,200, now on hand, which under tbo law should bo 
deposited with the States in Oct. next. Congress nu^ets accord- 
ing to the call and sits forty-three days; many measures for 
refief are proposed; the President's nuommondation for tho 
establishment of an independent 'iVojLsury meets with very 
strong opposition; a bill carrying out the sugg<jstion passes the 
Senate but is lost in the House; both botli(»s i)as.s a bill author- 
izing the issue of ^easury notes to an amount not exceeding 
$10,000,000, and anotiier postponing tiio deposit of the last 
instalment of the surplus revenue till 1 Jan., 1839. 

The Indiana Asbury Institute at Grcencastle is organized. 

An open ru])ture occurs between tho New School and the 
Old School parties of the Presbyterian Chnrch, and the process 
of separation begins; the andivided Church bus 23 synods,- 135 
presbyteries, 2,140 ministers, 280 licentiates, 244 candidates, 
2,865 churches, 220,557 membei-s. 

Soman Catholic Bishops are ajipointed for Nashville, Tenn., 
Natchez, Miss., and Dubuque, Iowa. 

Rev. E. P. Lovejoy, publisher of an abolition newspaper at 
Alton, DL, is killed* by a mob, and his property destroyed, 7 
Ncv. 

The first regular session of the 25th Congress oi)en8, 4 Dec; 
in discussing the Sub-Treasury bill, Mr. Tallmadge, who has 
separated from Ills Democratic friends, pronounces the creed of 
the locofocos the destruction of the wliole banking system of 
tile country, the repeal of charters, and the abrogation of 
vested rights; Messre. Clay, Calhoun, and Webster make great 
Bpeeches on the financial condition. 

A revolutionary movement Is developed in Canada (Dec), 
Rup[K)8ed to have in view a separation from Great Britain; 
William Lyon McKenzie leads tlio agitation in Upper Canada, 
and Louis Joseph Papineau, a large land-owner, that in the 
Lower Province; the movement exciters the sympathy of Ameri- 
cans in the northern States; the Governors of New York and 
Vermont issue proclamations warning their citizens from unlaw- 
ful acts; the steamboat Caroline is seized at Schlosser, on the 
American side (29 Dec), by a party of armed men who come 
from and return to the Canadian side; the crew are attacked, 
the boat is set on fire, and drifts over the Niagara Falls. 

Capt. John Eiicsson successfully applies a screw for the pro* 
pulsion of steam vessels. 
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1837. The total appropriations for the prosecution of the Seminok 
Indian war to the close of the year a^gi-egate 15,100,000. 

The national expenses for the year aniount to |37,265,03f: 
the (leht is 11,878,323; the value of imports, |140,989,217, aud 
of exports, |117,419,376. 

1838. President Van Buren issues a proclamation in regard to fche 
Canadian excitement, 5 Jan.; Gen. Scott is ordered to assume 
ndlitaiy command on the border, and requisitions ai*e made 
upon Gov. Marcy, of New Yo»k, and Gov. Jenison, of Ver- 
mont, for such military force as Gen. Scott may need; Secretai7| 
of State Forsyth informs Mr. Fox, the British Minister, of the 
Caroline outrage; a bill to inotect tlie frontier and i)resei*ve our 
neutral relations passes both Houses of Congress; the Canadian 
•'patriot" forces are disbanded before the opening of spring; 
quite a number of Americans, taken prisoners by the Canadian, 
troops, are tried under British laws, convicted, and either exe- 
cuted or transi>orted to Van Dieman's Land. 

The Bepublic of Texas applies for annexation to the U. S» 
fjan.); a bill is introduced for the purpose, and read for debate 
(24 April); a motion to refer it to the Committee on Foreign- 
Affairs is laid on the table; the Texan Minister foimally wiBi^ 
draws the application, Oct. 

The Medical College of Virginia is founded. 

A branch U. S. mint is opened at Dahlonega, Ga, 

The Mormon community at Independence, Mo., numbering 
12,000 men and women, is attacked by the x^oj)ulace, who charge 
them with eveiy crime in the criminal code; their printing office 
is destroyed, several of the Ai)ostles are tarred and feathered, 
and a number of tlie ** saints" are killed. None of the 
chai'ges made against the Mormons are proven, the major- 
ity are shown to be ridiculous and without foundation; 
nevertheless, so strong is the religious feeling aroused 
against the new Christian sect tliat they are driven 
from the State. Joseph Smith conducts them to Hancock 
County, Illinois, where they found the city of Nauvoo. 

in Mexico Gen. Mexia again attempts to overthrow the cen- 
tral government; he advances toward the capital with a con- 
siderable force, and is met near Puebla by Santa Anna, who 
has been entrusted by President Bustamente with the command 
of the government troops; Mexia is defeated, and being takei 
prisoner, is shot on the field of battle, without time for prayer, 
A French fleet attacks Vera Cniz on accomit of the rejection by 
Mexico of a French demand for reparation for the plundering 
of French residents and the violent collection of forced loans; 
Santa Aima conunands the Mexican troops, and while following 
the retreating French, has a leg shattered by a cannon-baU. 

The Earl of Durham succeeds to the Governor -Generalship of 
all British America; having banished to Beimuda a number of 
prisoners taken in the insuiTcction, ho is censured by the 
British Parliament, which imluces him to resign before the close 
of the year; a fresh rebellion, w^hich had been organized during 
the summer along the whol** line of the American frontier, 
breaks out in the Montreal district, 8 Nov.; at KapiervlUe, 
where «ome 4,00P inaxusfir^ bad beoa collected^ to keep ooiil- 
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t. municatioDS oi>eii with friends in tlic U. S., a conflict occurs in 
which the hisurgents are defeated by a party of loyalists; the 
latter are in turn attacked in Odelltown, but repulse the insur- 

C" 3. Several hundred American* sail from the vicinity of 
ett's Harbor and land near Prescott, where they are join<^d 
by many restless Canadians: the camp is attacked by govern- 
ment tiXKjps (13 Nov.), anil sustains the shock ; the party are 
again attacked by a larger force (16), when nearly the whole 
Borrender; another invasion occurs from the American side 
(4 Dec), when some 200 men cross from Detroit to Sandwich, 
rout a party of British, burn the banjicks and a steamer, and 
are almost inunediately dispersed by fresh troops; many of the 
prisoners are shot dh-ectly after the skirinLsh. 

McKenzie, who started the " patriot " rebellion in Canada, 
taking up bis residence in the U. S., is, with Gen. Van Rense- 
laer, the commander of the united Amcjrican and Canadian 
force, arrested, and tried and convicted before Judge Thompson, 
for a violation of the neutrality laws; both are sentenced to 
fine and imprisonment. 

Both Houses of Congress pass a joint resolution repealing the 
"Specie Ch-cular " of 31 May, 1838. 

The Legislature of Pennsylvania pa.«.ses an act for the pro- 
motion of silk culture, 2 Apiil; the National Silk Society is 
organized at Baltimore, 11 Dec. 

By Act of Congress (12 June) Iowa is formed as a territory 
from the territory of Wisconsni, and includes all the tract 
between the Mississippi and the Missomi Rivers and norUi of 
the northern boundaiy of Missouri. 

A convention is signed (Sep) between the U. S. and Mexico, 
by which it is agreed to refer the claims of the former ui)on 
the latter for injuries to the persons and property of our citi- 
zens to a board of commissioners, two to be appointed by each 
party, and in case of a difference of opinion, the question to be 
submitted to the King of Pi'ussia, or to an arbiter to be appointed 
by him: the ratifications to be exchanged on or before 10 Feb., 
1839. 

Capt. Charles Wilkes, U. S. N., sails on his famous South 
Sea exploring expedition. 

Two steamers, the Great Western and the Shius, propelled 
exclusively by steam-power, anive at New York from London 
and Bristol respectively, and ai'e the loioneers of Atlantic steam- 
ship travel. 

The money bequeathed by James Smithson, of England, 
amounting to upwards $500,000, for the purpose of founding 
an advanced educational establishment in the U. S., is received 
at New York, and with it the Smithsonian Institute, at Wash- 
ington, D. C, is created. 

Congress having ordered a new set of standard weights and 
measures, zinc is. used in their manufacture, for the first time 
in the U. S. 

Solid head-pins have begun to be manufactured at Birming- 
ham, Conn. 

Charleston, S. C, is visited by a fire which desti'ov* 1,158 
]buildings„ laying waste neai'ly half die city. 
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1888. Over one hundred persons lose their lives by an explosion 
the boilers of tlie Steamboat Moselle while en routs from Cii 
cinnati to St. Louis, 

The manufacture of gold spectacles and silver thimbles 3 
begun at Long Meadow, Mass., by Dimond Cliandler. 

Patents are gianted to Cliarles Goodyear, for making gu:BziQ 
elastic shoes; to Col. Stephen H. Long, U.S.A., f or a suspensioj 
and brace bridge; and to Elisha K. Root, Collinsville, Coaxi. 
for a macliine for punching and forming the eyes of asies, 
hatcliets, and hammers. 

Tlie national expenses of the year amount to $39,455,438; 
the debt i^ $4,857,600; the value of unports, $113,717,404; and 
of exports, $108,480,616. 
1839o Mexico fails (10 Feb.) to perform its obligation according to the 
convention of Sep., 1838; the House Committee on Foreign 
Relations report that the reasons for the delays ai'e unatisfactory, 
and declare the determination of the House to sustain the Ex- 
ecutive in any ulterior measured that may be adopted; Mexico 
assigns as a chief reason, a belief that the King would decline 
to serve; tlie President, in liis message (Dec), attaches littl<5 
credence to this reason, but receives it as an explanation; I^^ 
consents to a new convention and dh*ects Mr. Ellis to resun^^ 
diplomatic intercourse with the Mexican authorities for the yti^' 
pose. 

Charles Goodyear perfects his idea of vulcanizing or ebonl^' 
ing India-rubber by means of sulphur (Feb.). 

W. F. Harnden, of Boston, initiates the express business I ^ 
the U. S. (4 March), carryhig packages from that city to Ne^*^ 
York. 

Gen. Macomb succeeds to the chief command of the U. ^ ' 
Army (ApiH); he induces a number of the Seminole chiefs t^ 
sign a treaty of peace (May), by which tliey ai'e to remain i^ 
Florida until they can be convinced of the advantageous circuni' 
stances of their acquaintances who have emigi-ated West: tb.^ 
Lidians almost Immediately resume warfare upon the Whites, 
and the Government of the Territory offer a reward of $200 for 
each Indian killed or captured (June). 

While voyaging down the Pacific Coast from Alaska, John 
A. Sutter is s&anded in what is now the Bay of San Francisco 
(July); he seelcs the interior, obtains a Mexican grant of land, 
and establishes himself in tlie lumber business. 

The schooner L'Amistadf bound from Havana to Gr lanaja, 
Port Principe, with fifty-four blacks on board, while lying near 
the coast of Connecticut, is seized by Lieut. Gedney, of the U. 
S. brig Washington, and taken into New London (Aug.); the 
blacks prove to be slaves, purchased at Havana, who, when they 
had been a few days out, rose In mutiny and killed the cap- 
tain and three of the crew; Cingues, son of an African chief 
and leader of the mutiny, with §8 others, are conmiitted for 
trial; a demand is made upon our Government by the acting 
Spanish Mhiister to the U. S., for the suiTender of the vessel, 
tiie cargo, and the slaves to the Spanish authorities; before the 
U. S. Cu-cuit Court in Hartford (Sep.) the counsel for Spain 
demands the release of the blacks; Judge Thompson denies the 
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1839. motion; a long controversy ensues as to the Jui-lsdiction of the 
district and circuit courts, in which is also involved the claim of 
ttie officers and crew of the Washington for salvage; adjourn- 
ments are had to Nov. and thence to Jan., next. 

Matthew Carey, the distinguished Protectionist, dies at Pliila. 
(17 Sep.) 

The Republic of Texas sends a diplomatic agent to Vera 
Cruz, to endeavor to establish amicable relations witli Mexico, 
but the commandant-general threatens to imprison him if he 
lands, France recognizes the Republic and signs a treaty with 
it (25 Sep.). 

Through over-speculation in cotton the U. S. Bank is forced 
to suspend operations, 10 Oct.; this failure entails a loss of 
$2,000,000 in deposits upon the Government, and precipitates 
another financial panic; over 400 banks are obliged to close 
business wholly or in part; the South and West suffer the most 
severely. 

John William Draper, M.D., L.L.D., is elected Professor of 
Chemistry in the University of New York (Nov.), and takes the 
first photographic portrait ever taken from life. 

At the western l^ew York Anti-Slavery Society's meeting at 
Warsaw (13 Nov.) an abolition ticket is nominated, with James 
Gr. Birney of N. Y. for President, and Francis J. Lemoyne, of 
Penn., for Vice-President. ( 

The National Whig Convention is held at Harrisburg,Penn., 
beginning 4 Dec, with James Barbour, of Va. in the chair; 
two days later 254 nominating votes for President are cast, or 
which William Henry Harrison receives 148, Henry Clay, 90, 
and Gen. Scott, 16; John Tyler, as a candidate for Vice-Presi- 
dent, receives all the votes cast, 231, 

Peaceful relations between the U. S. and Great Britain are en-, 
dangered by the excitement concerning the boundary between 
the State of Maine and the British Province of New Brunswick; 
preparations are being made in both places to settle the dispute 
by armed combat; Gen. Scott is hunied to the frontier and 
succeeds during tlie winter in restoring quiet. 

In his annual message (Dec.) the President again calls atten- 
tion to his Sub-Treasury proposition, and Mr. Wright reports a 
bill in the Senate authorizing its establishment. 

It having been announced that a pack of blood-hounds have 
been imported from Cuba to aid in the capture of the Seminole 
Indians, many petitions are received in Congi-ess remonstrating 
against the barbarity; before any action is taken the use of the 
dogs is abandoned because of inefficiency. 

Freeman Hunt establishes the MerclianVs Magazine, ■ 

Messrs. Baldwin, Vail, and Hufty, of Phila., receive orders 
from English raili*oad companies for a number of locomotives 
from their works. 

The national expenses of the year amount to |37,614,936; the 

debt is 111,983,737; the value of hnports $162,092,132, and 

of exports, $121,088,416. 

). The independent Treasury bill, rejected at the special session of 

1837, and renewed by Mr Wright upon the repeated argument 
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1840L in tlie Proaidcnt's message, passes the Senate (23 Jan.) and ttif 
House (30 June). 

In the case of tlio blacks cai^tnred on UAmutculf Judge 
Judson, of the District Court, decides (Jan.) that tiie iuiisdic- 
tion of the court has been established, that the seizei-s tre 
entitled to salvage, that the demand of the Spanish authorities 
for restoration cannot be enteriained, and that the actua) 
murderers, being black, must be set free; had they been wliite 
they would have been tried and executed as i.irates; thf 
Africans ai'e to be delivered to the Pi'esident under the Act oi 
1819, to be returned to Africa; an appeal is taken from these 
decisions to the Circuit Couri, where Judge Thompson affirms 
the decree; and to prevent any legal doubt the Government 
itself, at the request of the Spanish Minister, appeals to the U. Sc 
Supreme Couit, which affirms the decision of the District Court 
except as to sending the blacks back to Africa, ordering, instead, 
their discharge from custody as free men; the British Govern- 
ment intercedes with our Government in behalf of the blacks, 
and urges Spain to enforce the laws agains^t the alleged owners 
of the slaves and all other Spaniards coimected with the trans- 
action. 

On the assembling of the 26th Congress the seats of five of 
the six members of the House from N, J. are contested; the 
event leads to an animated debate; the committee on elections 
are instructed (28 Feb.) to repoit forthwith which five of the 
claimants received the largest number of votes; a report is 
made (5 March) in favor of the administration candidates, Messrs. 
Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vioom, Daniel B. Ryall, William 
R. Cooper, and Josejih Kille; these claimants are declai*ed 
entitled to the seats ' 10 March); after receiving further testi- 
mony, the report of the committee declaring them duly electe<i 
is adopted, 16 July. 

Senator Benton introduces a bill from the military committee, 
to piovide for the ariried occupation and settlement of thatiior- 
tlon of Florida infested by hostile Indians, by granting land to 
settlers, not exceeding 10,000 men able to bear arms, 320 acres 
each; but the bill is rejected. 

The National Democratic Convention is held at Baltimore 
(5 May); it unanimously nominates Martin Van Buren for a 
second Presidential term; no candidate for Vice-President Is 
nominated, but subsequently Richard M. Johnson and James 
K, Polk are put in the field by different States. 

The terms ** log-cabin ** and ** hard cider " are applied to tlie 
exciting campaign in compliment to Gen. Hanison, who had 
experienced pioneer life in the West, and usually treated his 
visitors to cider; log-cabins we erected all over the country 
during the campaign, and a terrible amount of hard cider is 
. drunk at the political meetings in them. 

Of the electoral votes at the Presidential election the Whig 
candidates receive 234 each; Van Buren, 60; R.M. Johnson, 
for Vice-President, 48; L, W. Tazewell, of Va., 11; and James 
K. Polk, 1. Whig popular vote, 1,276,017; DemocratiCi 
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IBM. Samael Canard, of Halifax, stai-ts tho fli^i^t of tlio line of 
ooeaa steamships bearing liis name, the Britannia, from Liver- 
pool (4 July), and it reaches lioston in foui*ti*on dayst. 

hi Mexico tlie Federalist party, headed by Gen. Unea and 
Gomez Farias, create an insurn>d:ion in the capital city (July) 
and seize the President; after flghtin*^ twelve days a cKmvention 
of ffeneral amnesty is agreed u|)on by tiie couton(Hn(|: parties. 

Great Britain recognizes the indc^ixMidciice of the Ktipubllc of 
Texas, and concludes a treaty with it (1(3 Nov.); Mexico agrees 
to receive a Texan agent and i)ermit him to submit the basis of 
a treaty. 

The census shows the population of tlie U. S. to be 17,008,666 

Alvan Adams begiiLS carrying packa^(^s between Boston and 
New York in com|)etition wiSi W. F. Harnden, and thus 
founds the Adams Express Co. 

During the year 473 patents have been issued from the U. S. 
Patent office. Among the most important are : to William Kutf- 
seD, New York, for a method of laying- wooden blocks on i-oads 
and streets; Sanmel B. F. Morse, electric t<3legraph; Jolm 
Ames, Springfield, Mass, a macliine for making, ruling, and 
catting pa[)er; Norman T. Winans and Thadeus Hyatt, New 
York, machine for making splints for friction matchcsj and 
Boss Winans, Baltimore, an improvetl method of regiaating 
the waste steam of locomotives. 

The national expenses of the year amount to ^28,226,553; the 
debt is 15,125,077; the value of imports, $107,641,511); of ex- 
ports, $132,085,936. 
Ml. General Harrison is inaugurated ninth Prosidc^nt of the U. S. 
(4 March); he chooses the following pei-sons as membei-s of his 
cabinet: Daniel Webster, Mass., Secretary of State; Thomas 
£wing, Oliio, Secretiiry of the Treasury; John Bell, Tenn., 
Secretsuy of War; Geor<^e E. Badger, N. C, Secretaiy of the 
Navy; Francis Granger, N, Y., Postmaster-General; John J. 
Crittenden, Ky., Attorney-General; issues a proclamation (17) 
convening Congress in special session (31 May) to take action 
on the state of ihe currency and finances. 

After an illness of eight days the President dies (4 April) In 
the Executive Mansion ; Vice-President Tyler is notified at 
Williamsburg, and reaches Washington, whore to dispel any 
doubt that might arise as to the validity of his oath aa Vice- 
President, while acting as President, he takes the oath as Chief 
Magistrate before Judge Cranch (6) ; the funeral of the late 
Pi-esident takes place p) ; President Tyler makes no change in 
the Cabinet, 

The Ifew York Tribune appears (10 April) as the avowed 
organ of the Whig party, edited by Horace Greeley, with the 
Assistance of Henry J. Raymond; the New Yorker and the Log 
GabinsLve merged into the Weekly Tribune (July), and Mr. Gree- 
ley forms a pai-tnersliip with Thomas McElrath. 

Alex Older McLeod, a Canaiiian, charged with having paitioi- 
pated in tlie cutting out and burning ofthe (7a. oline, and sub- 
sequently charged with the murder of Amos Durfee, who was 
on the boat at &e time of tlie seizm'e, is taken from Lockport, N. 
Y.9 to New York City on a wilt of habecu eorpm (May); tb^ 
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18«1. British Government demanas his release : the case is discussed 
the extra session of Congi^ess, IVir. Webster holding th 
McLeod should be discharged, and Mr. Adams sustaining l 
administration; the trial takes place at Utica, N. Y. (Oct.), a-' 
special session of tlie Circuit Court, ordered by the Legislate. 
for the purpose, and results in t lie acquittal of the prisoner. 

Congress assembles in special session (31 May): the Pre 
dent's message reports the deficit in the available lunds In 1 
Treasury to meet the wants of the Government for the year 
nearly |11,500,000; John White, a Whig member from Ky., 
elected Speaker of the House by a vote of 121 to 84 for Jol 
W. Jones, Va., and 16 scattering ; the Senate likewise has 
Whig majority; a bill is introduced for the repeal of the Su 
Treasury law; it passes the Senate (9 June) and the Hou 
(9 Aug^, and becomes a law by the Pi'esident's approval (13). 
The President expresses a desij*e that the Secretary of tl 
Treasury be called upon for suggestions for the establislime 
of a bank; the House (3 June) and the Senate (7) make a ca] 
to which the Secretaiy responds (12): he proposes the inco 
poration of a bank in the District oi Columbia, with power 
establish branches only with the assent of the States, and 
be known as the Fiscal Bank of the U. S. ; Mr. Clay reports 
bill on the Secretary's plan (21), which ia debated up to 28 Jul 
when, with amendments, the Senate passes it; the Hoi 
(6 Aug.) adopts it, and the President (16) vetoes it; a new I 
is prepared, to overcome the President's objections; the Hoi 
(23 Aug.) and the Senate (3 Sept.) pass it, and the Preside 
returns it (9) with his veto ; these actions produce gi'eat exci 
ment; all the Cabinet but Mr. Webster resign (11 Sept.); 1 
game day the Whig members of Congress liold a meeting a 
appoint a committee to prepare an address to the citizens of 
U. S., which (13) is issued; the course of President Tylei 
almost universally condemned by the W^liig iwiiy. 

At this special session Acts are passed providing for the < 
tribution of the proceeds of the sales of public lands amc 
the States, authorizing a loan of |12,000,(K)0, and establlsbJ 
a general bankrupt law. 

The vacancies in the Cabinet are filled by the appointment 
Walter Forward, Penn., Secretary of the Treasury, John 5 
Lean, Ohio, Secretary of War; Abel P. Upsheer, Va., Sec 
tary of the Navy; Charles A. Wckliffe, Ky., Postmaster-G< 
erah and Hugh S. Legare, S. C, Attorney-General. Juc 
McLean declines his appointment, and Jolin C. Spencer, N. 
is appointed in his place. 

president Lamar, of Texas, sends three commissioners 
June), under an escort of nearly 400 citizens, to Santa F6, 
the pui-pose of opening trade with that city, and establish 
the authority of the republic over all the ten-itories east of 
Rio Grande; being intercepted by a strong force of Mexica 
the enth-e party surrender (17 Oct.), and are bound toget 
inth ropes and staited on the march to Mexico City, 1,: 
miles distant; they reach the capital (Dec), where they 
hea^y chained and condemned to labor in the streets as C4 
mon scavengers. 




History of the United States. 165 

ML Another revolutioii breaks out (Aug.) in Mexico, and risings 
occur in the capital and at Vera Cruz, the latter being 
led by Santa Anna: the capital is bombarded, a month's con- 
test in the streets follow, and Bustamente is forced from the 
President's office; a military convention is held (Sep.), and the 
plan of Tacubaya, for an entire change in tlio government, is 
adopted; Santa Anna again becomes President. 

An abolition riot occurs in Cincinhati (Sep.), and several 
houses are destroyed by the mob. 

The brig Creole leaves Kichmond for New Orleans (Oct.), 
with 135 slaves on board; a mutiny occurs (7 Nov.), in wliich a 
part-owner of the slaves (Howell) is killed, and several of the 
crew are injured: the slaves take the brig to Nassau, New 
Providence; the British niagistrtites and the U. S. consul hold 
an investigation; nineteen of the slaves are impiisoned by the 
local authorities for the mutiny and murder; a demand by 
our consul that they be smTendered to be sent to the U. S. 
for trial is refused. 

Tlieodore 11. Tiniby constructs a model of a revolving iron 
tower for harbor defense. 

Among tiie 495 U. S. patents granted this year are one to 
Edwin M. Chaffee, Cambridgei)ort, Mass., for the manufacture 
of balls of Indiii-rubber, and one to Samuel Slocum, N. Y., for 
a machine for sticking pins In papers. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $31,787,530: 
the debt is |6,737,398; the value of imports $127,940,117; and 
of exi)Oits $121,851,803. 
^. Mr, Adams presents to the Senate (24 Jan.) a petition, signed !:y 
citizens of Haverhill, Mass., for the adoption of measm'ed 
peaceably to dissolve the Union, and moves its reference to a 
select committee with instructions to rei)ort the reasons why 
the pi-ayer should not be gi-anted; Mr. Gilmer offers a resolu- 
tion 01 censure upon Mr. Adams for presenting such a peti- 
tion; Mr. Mai-shall offers a substitute f^eclaring Air. Adams' 
action the deepest indignity to the Houie and the i)eople; a 
violent debate ensues to 7 Feb., when the resolutions ai-e laid 
on the table and the reception of the petition refused. 

The Secretary of State (Mr, Webster) instnicts our minister 
to England (Mr. Everett, 29 Jan.) to present the case of tlie 
slaves on the Creole to the British Government, with a distmct 
declaration tlrat ** if the facts turn out as -stated, our Govern* 
ment think it a clear case .for indemnification;" the question 
raises argument in Parliament, where Lord Brougham dissents 
from Mr. Webster's view; it is agreed that there is no author- 
ity to surrender the fugitives, nor hold the muthieers in cus- 
. tody, and orders are issued to the British authorities at Nassau 
to release them. 

Tlie House Committee on manufactwes report (31 March) that 
the estimated expenses of the Government for the current vear 
are $26,000,000, which will leave a deficit of about $14,000,000, 
and tliat some permanent provision for an Licreased revenue is 
Indispensable: tlie coimnittee submit the draft of a bill for a 
revision of tne tariff; while the bill is pending a bill accom- 
panying the report of the Secretary of tlie T^asury is submit- 
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tSld. ted (10 June), to extend to 1 Aug. next all laws regnlattD 
duties existing and in force on 1 June, with a proviso th: 
nothing therein contained shall suspend the distribution amoi 
the States of the proceeds of public land sales, the first dist; 
bution being due 1 July; the bill passes botli Houses and 
sent to the ftesident who (29 June) vetoes it, mainly because 
abrogates tbe provisions of the Compromise Act, by continuL 
the existing duties for one month after 80 June, when a 
duction was to take place; the tariff bill is taken up and a:f 
being amended is passed by the House (16 July) and i 
Senate (5 Aug.^, and returned by the Pi*esident (9) with. J 
veto: another bill, the same as that just passed, except tl 
the distribution clause is stricken out, is rushed through bo 
Houses (passing the Senate by one vote) and is approved by tJ 
President; an uidependent bill, repealing the proviso in tl 
Disti-ibution Act so as to allow tiie distribution to take pla- 
notwithstanding the increase of duties, is adopted, but is d 
feated by Presidential retention. 

Lord Ashburton, appointed Minister Extraordmary by Gre 
Britain, for the pm*pose of negotiating an adjustment oft 
north-eastern boundary question, arrives in the U. S., 3 Apr: 
commissioners appointed by the legislatures of Maine and M^ 
sachusetts, and by the Government of the Province of N< 
Brunswick, participate in the important deliberations: a tree 
of boundary is concluded, 9 Aug., ratified by Great Sritain, 
Oct., and proclaimed by the President, 10 Nov. 

The President sends a communication to the Senate, 10 Ml 
proposing a method of settling the Indian ti'oubles in Floric 
a bill embodying Iiis views is m-awn up and passes both Houa 
it offei*s to any head of a family or any shigle man over 18 ye 
old, able to bear arms, and making an actual settlement, < 
quarter section of land on conditions involving tiie impro 
nicnt of the land; 200,000 acres are thus granted dm-ing 
year, and the hostilities cease. This war has cost about $20,0C 
000. 

Lieut. John C. Fi-^mont, U.S. Topographical Engineer, sta 
from Choteau's trading-house, beyond the western boundai^y 
Missouri, on his first exploring expedition to the far West, 
June; he has 21 Creole and Canadian voyageura with hi 
besides Kit Carson, guide, Charles Pieuss, topograplucal assi 
ant, and L. Maxwell, hunter; he takes Ids course along the b 
of Platte river, through what becomes famous as the Sou 
Pass, and thence north to the Wind River Peak of the Rod 
Mountains; the great achievement of the expedition, and one 
the greatest feate ever accomplished by a traveler, is perform" 
(15 Aug.) when he ascends this noted peak, the highest of t 
vast chain, and plants his foot where never mortal foot had sto 
before; the party face homeward (17 Aug.) by way of the Loi 
Fork of tlie Platte river, reach St. Louis, Mo., 17 Oct., a 
Washington, D. C, 29; the entire expedition has been repl< 
With hai'dship, danger, and inestimable scientific knowledj 
and the gallant leader receives the highest praise of his countr: 
le^lators, and the cultured minds of the old and new worb 
k^^ for bis phenomenal achievements. 
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1848. The new Mexicaa Congress assembles (June), and Santa 
Anna declares in favor of a strong central government; the 
subsequent proceedings dissatisfy him and (Dec.) he dissolves 
the Confess without any authority, and convenes an assembly 
of notables in its place. 

Work on the construction of the Croton Aqueduct in New 
York has proceeded so rapidly that the engineers are able to let 
water into the reservoir on Fifth Avenue (I July), and the event 
is celebrated by an imposing procession. 

The sect of Adventists called Millerites, from William Miller, 
of Mass., who formulated the belief in 1838, claim that the 
second appearance of Jesus Christ on earth will occur m Oct.; 
thousands of believers- throughout the U. 8. dispose of all their 
property, attire thenaselves m white robes, and congregate on 
the house-teps and in open fields in anticipation of the event, 
which they also believe will embrace their own ascension to 
gloiy with Him. 

Prof. S. F. B. Morse lays the first submarine telegraph wire, 
as an expeiiment, in New York Harbor, 18 Oct., anticipating by 
more than a year and a half the construction of *the fiist land 
line. 

A ti'eaty is concluded between the U. S. and Mexico (Dec), 
for the purpose of settling the claims of our citizens, which 
amount to |3,026,079,independent of a large number unadjusted; 
the first payment, $370,000, the" interest on the sum awarded, is 
to be made 30 April, 1843, and the whole is to be paid in five 
years. 

Lieut. Wilkes, U. S. N., returns from his exploring expedi- 
tion to the extreme Southern Ocean; he reports that he has 
sailed about 90,000 miles, and that he coasted along what he 
believes to be an Antai'tic Continent, a distance of 1,700 miles; 
the obseiTations and discoveries made during the long voyage 
are pronounced of priceless value to the world at large. 

During the year, 517 U. S. patents have been granted. The 
most important are: J. J. Gi*eenough, Boston, for a sewing 
machine (the fii-st mechanis:n of its kind on record); CuUen 
Whipple, Providence, K. I., for a machine for cuttins' th -eads 
in wood screws; and William Becker, Utica, N. Y., for a 
machine for manufactuiing from wood a substitute for curled 
hair in stuffing cushions. 

The Mormon city of Nauvoo, 111., is chartered by the State 
Legislature. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $32,938,876^ 
the debt is $15,028,486; the value of unports, $100,152,087; and 
cv of exiM)rts, $104,691,531. 

^B. The difficulties in Khode Island over an attempt to substitute a 
State Constitution of government for the Charles II. Charter 
are assuming a serious aspect ; Thos W. Dorr, wlio has been 
the most active in promoting the change, and is the leader of 
the Suffrage Party, is chosen Grovernor (18 April) at a Conven- 
tion which frames and adopts a Constitution, and elects a Legis- 
lature; the Law and Order Party take similar action about the 
same time, electing Samuel W. King Chief Magistrate: both 
parties meet (8, 4 May)» and organize their respS[^ve Gjovem- 
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1843. ments ; Violent measures are taken by each ; Dorr leaves 
State, but returning (16 MayJ, his followers assemble m 
arms, and undertake to seize tne State Arsenal; the other p 
rally ui its defense, and, aided by Government troops, pre^ 
the seizure ; Doit, to avoid anest, again leaves the State; 
Suffrage Party make anotlier appearance under arms, at C 
paehet, and are joined (35 June) by Dorr ; the wliole Stal 
placed mider maitial law, and the Don* paity are defeated 
then- leader is captured; he is tried and convicted of treason, . 
sentenced to imprisonment for life; the General Assembly \ 
vides for anotlier convention to frame aii acceptable const 
tion. 

The sentiment in favor of the annexation of Texas is grow 
very strong, particularly in the Southern States ; m Alaba 
the Legislature sends a petition to Congi-ess favoring the proje 
in Mississippi the Legislature declares that protection to 
best interest of the South (slavery) will be afforded by the 
nexation ; in South Carolina resolutions are proposed assert 
that Texas is aheady a pan of tlie Union ; a secret coirespo 
ence is carried on dming the year between the Secretary 
State, Mr. Everett, our Minister to England, Mr. Thomps 
Minister to Mexico, Mr. Murphy, our Charge In Texas, Ak. \ 
Zandt, Texan Charge at Washington, and othei-s, conceramg 
scheme and the conditions to be imposed previous to the c 
summation of the Act ; in his message (Dec.) the Presid 
hitimates a disposition to interpose by force of arms to put 
end to the war between Mexico and Texas, and says that 
U. S. has an immediate interest in the matter. 

The results of Lieut. Fremont's first expedition are so uu 
pected, and his success so extraordinaiy that the Governn: 
sends him on a second one; he is expressly chaiged to com 
the exploi-ation with the surveys of the Pacific Coast by C; 
Wilkes, U. S. Navy, so as to give a connected survey of 
interior of our continent j his second party number 39, 
include the most trusty ot his first squad; he proposes this t 
to go up tlie valley of the Kansas River, to the head of the 
kansas River, and to some pass in the mountains, if any cax 
found, at its source, in order to lay out a new and more plea^ 
road to Oiegon and California ; the party leave the towi 
Kansas, 29 May ; after traveling over 1,700 miles he come 
sight of what he calls an Inland Sea (6 Sept.), subsequei 
known as the Salt Lake ; the pai ty rea<ch Fort Vancouver, 
the Columbia River, the appointed terminus of his jonrne) 
Nov.; six days later they start on then- homeward journey 
which he contemplates a cucuit to the south and south-e; 
and the exploration of the great basin between tlie Rocky Mo 
tains and the SieiTa Nevada. 

Daniel Webster resigns the Secretaryship of State (May); 
President appoints Hugh S. Legare to succeed him (June) : 
the sudden death of Mr. Legare, while attending the Bun 
Hill celebration (17), the Pi*esident calls Abel P. Upshur to 

1^ Department of State. 

■* In Mexico the Assembly of Notables, convened by Sa 

Fiona's order^ draw up a new constitution, known as the bi 
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^43. of political orga,iiizrttaon of tlie Mexican Republic, and (13 June) 
proclaim it; by it the Roman Catholic religion is to be protectea 
to the exclusion of all others; the President is to be elected for 
five yeai-s ; the rights of citizenship can only be enjoyed by 
those who liayc an .annual income of at least $200; the first 
Congress of the new Government is to assemble in Jan. next. 

The completion of the Bunker HUl Monument, at Boston, is 
celebrated with a grand demonstration (17 June); the President 
and his Cabinet participate, and Daniel Webster delivera one 
of the greatest orations of his life. 

A Liberty Party National Convention at Buflfalo (30 Aug.) 
nominates J. G. Birney and Thoiujis Monis. 

The Old School and Now School branches of the Presbyterian 
Church enter upon their careers as distinct denominations; their 
relative strength is : Old School, 1,434 ministers, 2,092 congre- 
gations; New School, 1,263 ministers, 1,49G congregations. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Church is orjijanized as an inde- 
pendent denomination at (Jtica, N. Y. ; it agrees in theology 
and internal discipline with the elder body, but excludes the 
Episcopacy and presiding elders, and i)rovides lay representa- 
tion. 

Screw propulsion is introduced into the U. S. by the con- 
struction of the Princeton, a steamship classed as a second- 
rat« sloop-of^war ; she was built by Capt. Ericsson, and is the 
first screw steam war-vessel ever built. 

The U. S. Patent Office grants 531 patents during the year; 
among them are one to Benjamin Brandreth, N. Y., for an im- 
provement in making vegetable drugs and pills; to Napoleon K. 
Guerin, N. Y., for a machine for hatching chickens by artificial 
heat ; to John M. and Lyman Rollings worth, Boston, for a 
method of making paper from manilla giass; and to Enos Wilder 
for the construction of a safe of lieavy iron plates, filled with 
hydrated plaster of Paris ; this is the first safe that is able to 
stand the test of a big fire. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $12,118,105: 
the debt is $27,203,450 ; the value of imports, $64,753,799; and 
of expoi-ts, $84,346,480. 
^. Lieut. Fremont reaches the fii st waters of the great basin which 
has the Wahsatch and Bear River Mountains for its eastern, 
and the Siena Nevada fiv its western rim, a sheet of green 
water some 20 miles broad (10 Jan.); at first he believes it to be 
Mary's Lake, but subsequently concludes it is an unknown 
body of water, and names it Pyramid Lake; he comes in sight 
of the valley of the Sacramento (6 Feb.), and encamps ^20) on 
the summit of the pass in the dividing ridge, 1,000 miles by 
traveled road from the Dalles of the Columbia ; this point is 
2,000 feet higher than the South Pass in the Rocky Mountains, 
and many peaks rise several thousand feet higher around him: 
Capt. Sutter's fort, on the Sacramento River, is reached (6 
March), and a few days are given up to rest ; resuming the 
journey (24] Fi emont proposes to avail himself of the pass at 
the head or the San Joaquin River, 500 miles south of Sutter's 
Fort, and thence to cross the rim of the gi'eat basin, i^ as to 
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1844. reach the head of the Arkansas river on the opposite si^e of the 
Diountains ; on 23 May lie reaches Utah Lake, finding himself 
at the end of eight months on the same sheet of water he left 
in Sept. previous, the Utah being the southern limb of the Great 
Salt Lake, of which he is now able to fix the points of its 
northern and southern extremities ; the party reach St. Loiiis 
(6 Aug.) and disband. 
Charges of sedition and disloyalty having been made 

X'nst the new Christian sect at Nauvoo, which had rap- 
^ grown and now numbered over 16,000 persons, Joseph 
Smith, his brother, Hyram Smith, John Taylor, and Wilham 
Richards voluntarily surrender themselves to stand trial on 
the charges, at the suggestion of Governor Ford, who prom- 
ises them protection. He places a guard over them m the 
Carthage jail, and the guard, 27 June, assassinate Joseph 
Smith and Hyram Smith. Taylor is seriously wounded and 
Richards escapes. Brigham Young succeeds Joseph Smith, 
and to escape the religious persecution of the States, the 
Mormons start out under his leadership to make a home 
for themselves in the great American desert on the shores 
of the recently explored great Salt Lake. There they build 
the city of Salt Lake. 

The new Mexican Congi^ess assembles (Jan.), and voles a 
contribution of $4,000,000, with which td prosecute a war 
against Texas ; the opposition to Santa Anna is increasing 
rapidly throughout the country ; Congress reassembles (Dec. 
7), when Gen. Herrera, the constitutional leader, is appointed 
provisional President, and a new ministry is formed ; great 
rejoicings follow the overthrow of Santa Anna's Government 

The President and several members of the GovernmeBt and 
their families make an exGurgk>n on the Princet&n down the 
Potoejac (28 Feb.), to witness the tiial of a new gun; om the 
• t second discharge it bursts and kills several persons, including 
Mr. Upshur, Secretaiy of State, and Mr. Gilmer, Secretary of 
the Navy; the vacancies thus caused are filled by the appoint- 
ments of John C. Calhoun, Secretary of State, and John Y. 
Mason, Secretary of the Navy. 

Alleged spirit-rappings are manifested to the Fox family, 
HydevUle, N. Y., 31 March. 

A treaty is concluded (12 April) by John C. Calhoun, Secre- 
tary of State, on the part of the U. S., and Isaac Van Zandt 
and J. Pinckney Henderson, on the part of Texas, for the 
annexation of the Republic; i*^ is sent to the Senate (22) and 
rejected (8 June). 

The National Whig Convention assembles at Baltimore (1 
May), with Ambrose* Spencer, N. Y., President; a resolutioD 
declaring Henry Clay, of Ky,, to be unanimously nominated 
for the Presidency is carried by acclamation; Theodore FreUng- 
huysen, N. J., is nominated for Vice-President. 

The National Democratic Convention meets at Baltimore (2T 
May); Mr. Van Buren has a majority on the fii*st ballot, but a 
maiority of two-thirds is required to nominate; after the eighth 
Xmot hte nftm^ is withdrawn, ^d gn the nintb th^ Yofe to 
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18ii imanimous for James K. Polk; Senator Silas Wright, N. Y., is 
nominated for Vice-President, but declines, and (28) George M, 
Ihillas, Penn., is chosen. 

Caleb Cushiiiff and Tysing conclude a treaty (3 July) between 
the U. S. and China, opening a number of ports to American 
trade and residence. 

Messre. Polk and Dallas are elected (Nov.) President and 
Vice-President respectively, liaving 170 electoral votes each to 
105 for Messrs. Clay and Frelingliuysen; the popular vote for 
Polk is 1,835,834, and for Clay, 1,297,033. 

Bills are introduced (Dec.J in Congress, to provide for the 
annexation of Texas, and tlie establishment of a Tenitorial 
Government in Oregon. 

During the year, 396,790 pounds of silk, valued at |1, 400,000, 
are raiser^ in the U. S. 

Among the 503 U. S. patents granted during the year, are, one 
to Charles Goodyear, for corrugating or shirring India-rubber 
goods, and one to William P. Ketcham, Buffalo, N. Y., for a 
mowing or reaping machine. 

The "national expenses for the year amount to $33,642,010; 
the debt is $24,748,188; the value of imports, $108,435,035; and 
of expoits, $111,200,046. 
1M5. Several resolutions are introduced (Jan.) into Congress for the 
annexation of Texas; a joint resolution, which excites a great 
debate in the Senate, begnming 13 Feb., is adoi)ted therein (27) 
and in the House (28), and is signed by the President, 1 March. 

Constitutions for State Governments having been presented 
by the Territones of Florida and Iowa, Acts are passed for their 
admission as States into the Union, and signed by tlie President, 
8 March. 

In the closing days of President Tyler's admmistration, an 
Act is passed establishing, as a uniform time for choosing Presi- 
dential electors in all the States, the Tuesday next after flie first 
Monday of November; also, one reducing postage to Ave cents 
on singly letters carried not exceeding 300 miles; over that dis- 
tance, ten cents. 

James K, Polk is inaugurated tenth President of the U. S., 4 
March; in his inaugural Message, he declares his opposition to 
national banks " and other extianeous institutions, to control or 
strengthen the Government," and pronounces in favor of a 
tariff for revenue merely, but so adjusted as to afford inciden- 
tal protection to home industry. 

The new Cabinet is constituted as follows : James Buchanan, 
Penn., Secretary of State; Robert J. Walker, Miss., Secretary 
of Oie Treasury; William L. Marcy, New York, Secretary of 
War; George Bancroft, Mass.' Secretary of the Navy; Cave 
Johnson, Tenn., Postmaster-General; John Y. Mason, Va., At- 
torney-General. 

Mr. Almonte, the Mexican Minister, protests (6 March) against 
the admission of Texas as a State, gives notice of a termination 
of his mission, and asks for his passpoits. 

A large portion of the city of Pittsburg, Penn., is (10 April) 
destroyed by fire; the loss on 1,100 buildings, with theu: ooup 
tents, is estimated at $10,000,000. 
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1845. The members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the Slave- 
holding States, acting under the friendly **Plan of Separation," 
declare (1 May), at a convention at Louisville, Ky., the jurisdio 
tion previously exercised by the General Conference entirely 
dissolved, and establish a separate ecclesiastical connection undei 
the title of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

President Herrera, of Mexico, issues a proclamation (4 June 
declaring the rights of Mexico in Texas, and his determinatioi 
to defend them at all hazards; on the same day, Presiden 
Jones, of Texas, issues a proclamation asserting that Mexic 
will agree to Texan independence if her separate existence i 
maintained; the Texan Congress meets (16), and the Preside! 
submits the annexation resolutions of the U. S. and the tieat 
proposed by Mexico; a convention of the people of Texas 
held, 4 July, and the act of annexation is consummated by fl 
acceptance of our Government's terms. 

Ex-President Andrew Jackson dies (8 June) at the Herai: 
age, aged 78 years. 

President Polk, anticipating that the annexation of Tex 
will lead to hostilities on the part of Mexico, orders (July) Ge 
Zachary Taylor, then in command of troops in the southwe; 
to proceed to Texas with his troops and take a position as ne 
the Rio Grande as prudence will allow; this army of occupati 
aggiegates 1,500 men; while Gen. Taylor is raarchinff to Texi 
a squadron of naval vessels, under command of Commode 
Conner is ordered to the Gulf of Mexico to protect Americ 
interests there; Gen. Taylor selects Coi-pus Christi, on the w< 
side of the Neuces, the extreme western settlement made 
the Texans, for his camp, and goes into quaitei*s (Sep.). 

Considerable excitement prevails in official circles on t 
Oregon question; in 1818, it was agreed between the U. S. ai 
Great Britain, that each nation should enjoy equally the pri) 
leges of all the bays and harbors on the coast for ten years; : 
1827, this agi-eement was renewed for an indefinite period, wil 
the proviso that either party might rescind it by giving tl 
other party one year's notice; negotiations have been carried c 
between the two Governments for a settlement of the disput 
but as no agreement is apparent they are now abandoned; pr 
parations like those for war are said to be in progi-ess in En. 
land, wliile here the cry of the administration is, ** the whole i 
Oregon or none; " in his Message (Dec), tlie President recor 
mends that the year's notice be given to Great Britain, as ast( 
toward bringing the question to an issue, and a resolution 
adopted in Congress accordingly. 

The President infoi-nis Congress (Dec.) that Mexico has pa 

but three of the twenty quaiteriy instalments of indenuii 

money, and that seven of the remaining seventeen aie now dii 

claims of more than |3,000,000, left undecided by the origii 

commission, have suice been recognized by a treaty which li 

been ratified by our Government but not yet by Mexico* Mexi 

agrees to renew diplomatic relations, and Mr. Slidell ^La I 

w been sent there to settle all existing difllculties. ' "' 

|L Fi-^mont, now a Captain by brevet, starts on his third expe 

■L Hon, having for its obiect the survey of Oregon and Califom 
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IS, he advances westward to the pass of the Cascades, where the 
Columbia traverses the mountahis which form the northern 
extremity of tlie Sierra Nevada, and explores that cliain soutli- 
ward in the deptii of winter, passing over the last culminating 
ridge, and descending into the low countiy watered by the Sac- 
ramento. 

EUas Howe completes his first sewing macliine. 

The most important of the 502 patents granted this year is 
one to E. B. Bigelow, for a loom for weaving carpets. 

Congress ratifies the Ciiinese tieaty negotiated by Caleb 
Cushing. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $30,490,408: 
the debt is |17,003,795; the value of impoits, $117,254,504; and 
of exports, $114,646,606. 
46. In pursuance of orders from tlie Secretary of War (13 Jan.), to 
advance from Corpus Christi to a i)oint on the Rio Grande 
opposite the city of Matamoras, because it was believed Mexican 
troops were gatliering there for an invasion of Texas, General 
Taylor begins the march early in March, and camps at Point 
Isabel, on the coast, 28 miles from Matamoras (25); he is im- 
mediately notified by tlie Mexican authorities that he is on 
foreign soil ; leaving his stores there with Major Monroe and a 
force of 450 men, he pushes the remainder of his army (28) to 
the bank of the Rio Grande, where, under the superintendence of 
Capt. Mansfield, he erects a fort large enough to accommodate 
2,000 men, and names it Fort Brown, in honor of Major Brown, 
who is placed in command there; tlie Mexican commandant 
fii'es the custom-house and other buildings at Point Isabel, on 
tiie approach of our fleet. 

Another revolution in Mexico removes Gen. Ilerrera from the 
Presidency and places Gen. Paredes in power; he sends Gen. 
Ampudia to Matamoras with a large force to drive the Americans 
beyond the Neuces ; reaching the city (11 April), Ampudia notifies 
Gen. Taylor the next day to withdraw his troops within 24 
' hours; Taylor refuses, and Ampudia, failing to carry out his 
instructions, is superseded by Gen. Arista, commander-m-chief 
of the nortliern division of the Mexican army (24). 

A force of Mexicans cross the river above and below the 
American camp, cutting off communication between Gen. Tay- 
lor and his stores at Point Isabel; Capt. Ker, with a squadron of 
dragoons, is sent to reconnoitre between the camp and the mouth 
of the river, while another squadron, under Capt. Thornton, is 
sent above for the same object; the former returns without hav- 
ing seen a hostile force, but the latter are suddenly surrounded 
(24 April) by a large body of Mexican infantry and cavalry, 
and after a skirnusii in which sixteen Americans are killed, the 
i*emainder are made prisoners; this is the first engagement and 
ihQ first shedding of blood in the Mexican war. 

Gen. Taylor leives Fort Brown, garrisoned with a regiment 
of infantry and tvo companies of artillery (1 May), and marches 
the remainder of his anny to Point Isabel, then threatened by 
a force of 1,500 Mexicans; the Mexicans^ombai-d Fort Brown 
(8), but the Americans silence their batteries; another attack, 
With reinforcements, is made (G), duruig which Major Brown if 
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1846. mortally wounded ; the signal (hea>y guns) Is given to warn Gk 
Taylor of the attack, and Capt. Hawkins takes command. 

Hearing the signal, Gen. Taylor leaves Point Isabel (7), wi 
a little over 2,000 men, to tlie relief of the ganlson; he encoii 
ters a Mexican army, 6,000 strong, under Arista, drawn up o 
the prairie of Palo Alto (8), and gives them battle; the attic 
lasts five houi-s;the Mexicans are unable to stand the destnn 
tive fire of Ringgold's, Churchill's, Duncan's, and Ridgeley 
batteries, and fall back; Arista fails to maintain the battle, au 
at dark the enemy give way and flee; the American loss ' 
4 men and 3 oflScers killed, with 37 wounded; and the Mexicai 
200 killed, with 400 wounded. 

On the following day (9), the victorious Americans raoi 
toward Fort Brown; early in the evening they discover tl 
enemy drawn up in battle aiTay in the ravine of Resaca de 
Pal ma; a vigorous action immediately ensues: Capt. May di 
tinguishes hnnself by leading a charge upon the enemy's art 
leiy and capturing it, along with Gen. La Vega, its commande 
the infantry are ordered to charge the entire Mexican line; t^ 
Mexicans resist stubbornly for a while, but soon become pan' 
stricken, and precipitately flee; the Americans capture eig 
pieces of artilleiy, several standards, large military stores, a: 
over 100 prisoners, and lose in killed and wounded 110, wh 
the Mexican loss is estimated at 1,000; Fort Brown sustauis 
bombardment for 160 hours before Gen. Taylor reaches it: 
crosses the Rio Grande, drives the Mexican troops front Ala 
moras, and takes possession of the city (18). 

Early in the spring, Capt. Fremont leaves his companions 
the valley of the San Joaquin, and starts alone for Monterey, 1 
capital of Upper California : when near the city, his advanc< 
checked by a detachment ot Mexican troops who oi*der him 
quit the country immediately; he refuses, seeks his men, ar 
retiring to the summit of Hawk's Peak, erects a rude fort, o^ 
which lie hoists the American flag: after remaining hei:ea bH 
spell, he resumes his journey up the valley of the Sacranien 
into Oregon; tlujre he is suij)i1sed by a secret messenger fio 
the Secretary of War, notifying him of the trouble with Mexic 
and asking him to watch the Government's int^ests in Califc 
nia; he at once returns to California (JuneJ, arouses all tl 
American settlei-s in the vicinity of San Francisco Bay, captur 
a Mexican fort and gairison, 9 cannon and 250 muskets, 
Sonoma Pass (15), and advancine: to Sonoma, defeats the Me? 
can Gen. Castro, driving the Mexicans from that region- tl 
American Californians, under his leadersliip, declare tliei 
selves independent (5 July), and place him at the head of th< 
affairs; Commodore Sloat bombards and captures Monterey (' 
and Commodore Montgomery takes possession of San Francis 
(9); Commodore Stockton arrives (15), and with Fremont's foi 
captures Los Angeles (17 Aug.); Gen. Kearney pushes forwa 
to that city, and unites (27 Dec.) with Stockton and Fremont 1 
the conquest of California. 

While these events aie In progress. Congress declares ( 
May) that by the act of the Republic of Mexico, a state of v 
ezista between that Government and the U. S.; authorizes t 
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II. Rnesident to raise 50,(XX) troops, and (13) appropriates $10,000,000 
to cany on the war; the Mexican Congress declares war against 
&e U. S. (23); Santa Anna eniei^es from exile in Cuba, fi per- 
mitted by President Polk to pass the blockade, and, reaching 
the dty of Mexico (15 Sept.), declines the proffered Presidency 
and assumes the military command. 

At a council of war (15 May), the Secretary of War and Gren. 
Soott plan a great campaign for the army and navy; tlie Gen. 
proposes to attack Mexico with a iieet on tlie PaciAo Coast, to 
myade New Mexico from Fort Leavenworth, and Old Mexico 
on the North from Texas. 

The President sends a messa^ to Consjess (4 Aug.) propos- 
ing to open negotiations with >(exico, and asking an appropria- 
tion of money for the purcliase of Mexic^an Territory if such 
shall prove essential to peace; a bill appi-opriating $3,000,000 
for the purpose is offered in the House, to which Mr. Wihnot, 
of Penn., moves a proviso, declaring that slavery shall never 
exist in any part of the Territor}- so acquired, but both Houses of 
Crongress adjourn without dis^wsing of it. 

At Matamoras, Gren. Taylor receives reinforcements and pre- 
pares to march into the interior; he sends the first division of 
tis army, under Gon. Worlli, toward Monterey (20 May), and 
himself follows, with over 6,000 men (3 Sept.); the whole armv 
encamps before the city (19); Gen. Worth opens the attack 
(20); on the following day it is renewed and several fortified 
heights are taken : the heights above the Bishop's Palace are 
taken (22); the derences in the lower part of the city are evacu- 
ated that night; a frightful carnage occurs in the upper part of 
the city, lasting all day (23); the city is suiTendered by Gen. 
Ampudia to Gen. Taylor (24); the American loss amounts to 13 
officers and 108 men killed, 89 officers and 337 men wounded; 
the Mexican loss is much heavier; an armistice of eight weeks, 
Bubiect to be revoked by either Government, is allowed by Gen. 
Taylor. 

Our Government orders the termination of the armistice at 
Monterey (13 Nov.); two days later Gen. Worth takes posses 
sion of Saltillo; leaving Gen. Butler in command at Monterey, 
Gen. Taylor leads a march toward Victoria, with a view oi 
attacking Tampico, on the coast, but, learning that Commodore 
Conner nad captured it (14) with his squadron, he returns to 
Monterey; Gen. Wool joins Gen. Worth at Saltillo (20 Dec), 
and Gen. Taylor takes possession of Victoria nine days later. 

The difficulties between the U. S. and Great Britain on the 
Oregon question are settled by a new treaty, according to which 
the northern boundary of the Territory is to be 49' N. lat. 

The Jjegislature of 111. revokes the charter of the Mormon 
settlement at Nauvoo, and Brigham Young leads an advance 
party in search of a new habitation. 

Capt. Biddle, U.S.Navy, sent to Japan with two vessels of war 
to open commercial relations, is refused negotiations. 

During the year, 619 U. S. patents are issued; the most im- 
portant are to Elias Howe for a sewing machine; Prof. Monse, 
lor his magnetic telegmph; Iloyal E. House, for a magnetic 
letter printing telegraph; Benj. F. Palmar, N* H*, (or v8fl'*W 
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1846. legs and feet; and C. T. Jackson and W. T. G. Morton, Bogtc 
for a combination of ether and other substances to prevent pi 
in surgical operations. 

The national expenses for the yeai- amount to $27,632,2^ 
the debt is |16,750,926; the value of imports, |121, 591, 797; a 
of exports, |113,488,516. 

1847. Col. Fremont remains at Santa Barbara recruiting until 8 Jai 

he is informed (11) that Commodore Stockton has retaken I 
Angeles; two days later, Mexican officers come to his camp 
treat for i)eace; after a long consultation an agi-eement is sto 
(13) between Col. Fremont and Andres Pico, Chief of t 
national forces of California, at Couenga, which terminates t 
war as far as California is concerned. The trouble that has be 
brewing between Col. Fremont and Gen. Kearney, on the quj 
tion of their relative rank, now increases; Fremont is the choi 
of Commodore Stockton and the conquered Calif orniaiis i 
Grovernor, a position which Gen. Kearney claims by reason 
superior rank; Fremont, having acted with Stockton, recognis 
that officer in preference to Kearney. At this time it was u 
versally recognized by officers of the U. S. Army and Navy,th 
while * a a fcreign port, the commanding officer of the Na 
ranked above the commanding officer of the Army, in wh; 
case Stockton was Kearney's superior, and Fremont was i 
merely justified, but in duty bound to recognize that fa 
Kearney goes to Monterey and in conjunction with Commod- 
Sanbrick assumes (8 Feb.) the office of Governor and proclai 
the annexation of California; Fremont is ordered to Washii 
ton, D. C, for ti-ial on charges preferred by Kearney (22 Au; 
where he reports (17 Sept.); the trial opens 2 Nov., andproce 
until after the close of the year; between the date of report 
himself and the opening of the trial, he is presented by 
citizens of Charleston, S. C, with a costly gold and sil 
mounted sword in recognition of his eminent services in Ore] 
and California. 

Gen. Scott, ordered to the chief command of all the force 
Mexico and to conduct an expedition against Vera Cruz, reac 
the Rio Grande (1 Jan.), makes a rendezvous at Lobos Isla 
and lands an army of 13,000 men near Vera Cruz (9 Mar* 
the city is at once invested under the engineering directioi 
Col. Totten; Scott summons the town and foi-ti-ess to surren 
(18), and meethig with refusal, opens a terrific bombardm 
from his batteries and the fleet; Gen. Landers makes overti 
for i^eace (26), and articles of capitulation are signed i 
exchanged (27); Gen. Scott takes possession and raises the 
S. flag over the walls of tlie city and the strong castle of ! 
Juan d'UllQa(29J; 5,000 prisoners and 400 pieces of artil] 
are captured witli the city; the Americans have about 40 1 
killed, and the same number wounded, while the Mexi( 
estimate their loss in killed at 1,000. 

Gen. Taylor forms a camp of 5,000 men at AguaNueva, i 
Saltillq(Feb.), andleains (20) thatSantaAnna, with 20,000 tn> 
has aiTived within 30 miles of him; Taylor immecUately hn 
camp and falls back to Buena Vista, where he poets his arm 
a yeiy strong position; the Mexicans appear on Uisfi'ont 
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if. md demand his soiTentlcr; Taylor declines; slight sklrmisbtii^ 
follows : the Mexicans att mpt (2*^) to force the Aineric4in lines 
by charging repeatedly, but are completely repulsed, and after 
fiercely fienting throughout the day, the Americans remain 
masters of the field; aui'ingthe ni^lit the Mexicans abandon 
eamp and retreat towards San LuisPotosi: the American loss 
h killed and wounded is 723, that of tlie Mexicans 2,000. 

Col. Doniphan, who, at the head of 1,000 Missoui*i volunteers, 
had forced the Nevada Indians to make a treaty of peace, 
Invades the Mexican State of Chihuahua, defeats a Mexican 
force at Bracito, and hastens to join Gen. Wool; at the Piiss of 
Saonmento his little band is confronted (28 Feb.) by 4,000 
Mexicans, whom he completely routs; pressinjij forward, he 
takes possession of the impoitant city of Chihuahua r^ March), 
and raises his flag on -its citadel. 

Gen. Scott allows his army a few days for rest, and (8 /_pril), 
with an advanced force under Gen. Twiggs, begins the memor- 
able march upon the city of Mexico, via Jalapa, Perote, and 
Poebla; at the mountain pass of Cerro Gardo the army 
encounters a Mexican force of from 12,000 to 15,000 men, under 
the personal command of Santa Anna; the Americans, num- 
bering 8,500, boldly attack the strongly entrenched enemy (18), 
aad in a few hours rarry all the batteries and entrenchments by 
storm; the Mexicar^s *lee, leaving in the hands of the victors 
8,000 prisoners, from 4,000 to 5,000 stand gf arms, and 43 
pieces of artillery; the Americans lose in the engagement 431 
in kiUed and wounded; this victory is followed by the surren- 
der of the city of Jalai)a (19) and of Perote, with its foitress, 
on the summit of the Cordilleras (22); the ancient walled and 
fortified city of l*uebla, the most imiwrtant in the country after 
the capital and Vera Cruz, is entered in triumph (15 May), and 
here a rest is taken, while reinforcements and supplies are bein»^ 
forwarded to the heroic army. Within two months, this army oi 
10,000 men has taken many of the most strongly fortified places 
on the continent, and captured 10,000 prisoners, 700 pieces of 
artillery^ 10,000 stand of arms, and 30,000 shells and cannon- 
baUs. 

Having received reinforcements, Gen. Scott arranges his avail- 
able force of 10,748 men In four divisions, with a ciivalry brig- 
ade (6 Aug.); Gen. Worth is assigned to the command of the 
first division. Gen. Twiggs the second. Gen. Pillow the third. 
Gen. Quitman the fourth, and Col. Harney the cavalry; Gen. 
Tw^gs begins the march (7), the other divisions following, 8, 
9, 10; the grand duel for possession of the ca])ital city opens 
(80), when two sanguinary en<jagement3 are fought; in the 
battlo of i 'ontreras 4,500 Americans assault, and in less than 
twenty minutes drive 7,000 Mexicans from then* intrenchments, 
killing 700 and taking 813 prisoners; in the battle of Chuiii- 
busco, Antonio yields first, then Churubusco itself; Santa Anna 
abandons the field andfiees to the capital; thus in one day, ^e 
Americans defeat an army of 82,000 men, make 8,000 prison- 
ers, indudiug eight genends, of whom two are ex-Presidents. 
•Dd 205 other oficers, killed or wounded dyOOO of all ranks, and 
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1847* captured 37 pieces of ordnance, at a total loss of 1,058 inkillad 

and wounded. 

At this juncture, an armistice Is granted Santa Anna (23), and 
Nicholas Trist, a special coinmi««loner from the President 
undertakes negotiations with the Mexicans for peace; the Mexi- 
cans violate tlie terms of the armistice by erecting new fortifi- 
cations, whereupon (7 Sept.) Gen. Scott resumes hostilities; * 
division under Gen. Worth (3,300 men) can-ies by storm tUe 
position of El Molino del Key, held by Santa Anna with 14,000 
men (8), inflicting a loss of 3,000 in killed, wounded, aiK* 
prisoners, at a total loss of 800. Now, only Chepul tepee stanclB 
between the Americans and the Mexican capital; Scott attacR^ 
its lofty heights (12) with his batteries, and (13) orders a charge 5 
the enemy are routed with great slaughter, Gen. Quitman pin^* 
suing them up to the gates of the capital; Santa Anna, tl*^ 
Congress, and Members of the Government flee from thecit:^ 
during the night, and 6,000 Americans, with Gen. Scott at the*^ 
head, enter and take possession (14) without molestation; Saii'*^ 
Anna makes an effort to retrieve his misfortunes, butisdefeat^^ 
at Huamantla and Atlixco (18 Oct.), deserted by hia troo|^ 
stripped of all authority, and forced to fly for his life; negotS^ 
tions for peace are at once begun, but no results are obtain^ 
up to the close of the year. 

Congress authorizes the issue of Treasury Notes and thone, 
tiation of a loan to the amount of $38,000,000. 
Indianapolis, Ind., becomes a city, 1 May. 
An Indian outbreak occurs at Walla Walla, Oregon fNov. 
during which a number of Americans are killed and over ^ 
taken captive; troops are speedily raised, and the Indians ^^ 
thoroughly routed after several sharp engagements. 

Of the 573 U. S. patents granted during the year, the u%<^ 
important is that to Kichard M. Hoe, for a cylinder printiJ^ 
press. 

The existence of zinc, in paying quantities, is reported ^ 
Lehigh County, Penn. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $60,530,85^ 
the debt is |38,936,633; the value of imports, $146,545,038; am.* 
of experts, $158,648,633. 
1848. Col. Fremont closes his defence before the Court-Martial, 26 Jan^ 
a verdict of guilty is rendered (31), and the accused is sentence^ 
to be dismissed the service: the President approves the sentence 
but in view of Fremont s previous meritorious and valuable 
services, he remits the penalty of dismissal, and orders himt^ 
be released, to resume his sword, and to report for duty; con. 
scions of not hkvin^ done anything to merit the finding of th^ 
Court, Fitoont i-eslgns his commission in the army (Id Feb.); 
and with a name indelibly associated with the historical, geo- 
graphical, scientific, and political history of his countiy, he 
.retires to private life at the age of 84 years; In Oct. he eete oul 
on his fourth exploring expedition, at Ids own expense, and 
^ with a view of establislnng a home in the new State he had sc 
recently emancipated. 

The Mexican Congress concludes a treaty of peace (2 Feb.' 
with the U. S. « at Guadaloupe Hidalgo; a loixg debate foUowi 
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^ its submission to our Senate, and it is materially amended 
and in that form ratified; tlie Mexican Senate adopts it (25 
May), and President Polk proclaims it, 4 July; tlie treaty pro- 
vides for the cession of Upper California and New Mexico to 
the U. S.» and the payment by the latter of |3,009,000 in hand, 
and $12,000,000 ki four annual instalments, besides assuming 
such debts as are due by Mexico to American citizens, to the 
amount of $3,500,000. 

While enlarging the race-way of a water-wheel connected 
with Capt. John A. Sutter's saw-mill in the valley ot the Sacra- 
mento, John Mai*shall discovers virgin gold in the loose earth 

(Feb.). 

Ex-President John Quincy Adams is stricken with paralysis 
in the House of Kepresentatives, 22 Feb., and dies the folio w- 
ingday. 

The National Democi*atic Convention meets at Baltimore, 22 
May; Andrew Stevenson, of Va., is elected R-esident, and tlie 
two-thirds rule adopted ; Gen. Lewis Cass is nominated for the 
Presidency on the fouith ballot by 179 votes to 38 for Mr. 
Woodbmy, 33 Mr. Buchanan, and 8 (ren. Worth ; Gen. 
William O. Butler, of Ky., receives all the votes cast for Vice- 
President. 

The Territory of Wisconsin, according to the boundaiy of 
6 Aug., 1846, is admitted to the Union as a State by Act of 29 
May. 

The Whig National Convention meets in Philadelphia, 7 June; 
John C. Morehead, of N. C, is elected President; much con- 
fusion prevails because the mass of the party favor the Wilmot 
Anti-Slavery proviso; Gen. Taylor, who is regarded as an 
available candidate, refuses to pledge himself to Whig prin- 
ciples, and the friends of Mr. Clay are determined upon his 
nomination; the second ballot (9) results in the choice .of Gen, 
Taylor by 171 votes, to 80 for Mr. Clay, 63 Gen. Scott, and 13 
Daniel Webster; Millard Fillmore, of N. Y., is nominated for 
Vice-President. 

A State Convention of Barnburners is held at Utica^ N. ^. 

g3, 23 June), Hon. Samuel Young presiding; notwithstiinding 
r. Van Buren's refusal to be a Presidential candidate affain, 
he is unanimously nominated, with Heiu-y Dodge, of Wis. 
(who declines^, for Vice-President. 

' A National Convention of the Friends of Free Territory 
assembles at Buffalo, N. Y. (9 Aug.), nearly all the free and 
tlu-ee of the slave States being represented; Charles Francis 
Adams, Mass., is chosen Pi-esident, and strong anti-slavery 
resolutions are adopted : Mr. Van Buren receives the nomina- 
tion for President, with Mr. Adams for Vice-Preside»^t. 

By Act of Congress (14 Aug.), the Temtory of Orekun is 
formed out of the Fx*ench cession, with an area of ^,345 
square miles. 

About 300 buildings and property, valued at $1,500,000, in 
the business portion of Brooklyn, N. Y., are destroyed by fire, 
9 September. 

Boston begini using the Cochituate water-works system, d5 
October. 
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1848. A canal connecting Lake Michigan with the Illinois Bi^r^ i 
La Salle, is opened to navigation. 

A submerged cable, coated with ^tta-percha as an exper 
ment, is laid across the Hudson River, bein^ a portion of th 
telegraph service between New York and Philadelphia. 

A suspension bridge, with a span of 1010 feet is complete 
over the Ohio River at Wheeling. 

Of the Presidential electors chosen (Nov.), 163 give the 
votes for Taylor and Fillmore, and 127 for Cass and Butler; E: 
President Van Buren, the Free Soil candidate, receives 291,41 
popular votes, but no electoral^ thirty States vote this yea 
having 290 electors. 

The number of U. S. patents this year amount to 6G 
the most important are, to Uoi-ace II, Day, for a macbiue f 
preparing gutta-percha fabrics in imitation of leather; to Willie 
Easby, for a method of converting fine coal into solid lumi: 
and to Heni7 P. Westcott, for a machine that will point as w 
as punch wooden pegs. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $60,655,14 
the debt is |48,526,879; the value of unports, |154,998,928: ai 
of exports, |154,032,1H1. 

1849. Col. Fremont reaches Taos, New Mexico, in Jan., after » mc 

perilous expeilence from the time he left Pueblos on the Upp 
ib'kansas; leaving Socorro, Rio del Norte, (24 Feb.), he mak< 
his way into California to look after his Mariposas estate, au 
while engaged in searching for gold, he receives fi-ora Presidei 
Taylor the appointment of Commissioner to run the boundar 
line between tlie U. S. and Mexico. Gen. Riley, the Militar 
Governor of California, establishes a judicial system (Aug.), an 
appoints Peter H. Burnet, Chief Justice; he also summons 
convention of delegates to assemble in Monterey to form a Stal 
• Constitution ; the citizens forestall him by meeting at San Frai 
Cisco, voting against the admission of Slaveiy into theTei-ritor 
and laying the gi-ound- work for a Constitution; theMonterc 
Convention is held 1 Sep., and a Constitution excluding slavei 
forever, is adopted; under this constitution, Edward Gilbe 
and G. H. Wright are elected delegates to the national Hou 
of Representatives; the Territorial Legislature ineets at Si 
Jose, inau^rates Judge Burnet as Governor, and (21 De« 
elects Col. Fremont and William M. Gwin, U. S. Senators. 

California stalls her fii-st banking institution at San Fi'ancisi 
9 Jan. 

The U. S. S. Preble, sailing (Feb.) under orders to effect t 
release of a party of American sailors, shipwrecked on one 
the Japan Islands, and subsequently imprisoned, succeeds ot 
after threatening bombardment. 

By Act of Congi-ess (3 March) Minnesota is formev. as a T 
ritory out of land east of the Mississippi River ceded by Gn 
Britain, which for some years had been a part of the T< 
rltories of Iowa and Wisconsin; area, 165,491 square miles. 

A portion of the city of New Oi'leans is laid waste byj 
unusually severe Hood (March), which causes a damage of abo 
160,000,000. 

Gen. Zachary Taylor is hiaugurated t^^lfth President of t 
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n. S.» 6 Biarch; his Message is very brief, pleddng himself to 
enforce a strict accountabflity on tlie part of all omcers of the 
Gk)vemment, and the utmost economy in all public expenditures. 
The President selects the following gentlemen for his.Cabinet: 
John M. Clayton, Del., Secretary of State: William M. Mere- 
dith, Penn., Secretary of the Treasury^ iTiomas Ewing, Ohio, 
Secretary of the Interior; George W. Crawford, Ga., Secretary 
of War; William B. F^'estor, Va., Secretary of the Navy; 
Jacob Collamer, Vt., Postmaster-General; Reverdy Johnson, 
Attorney-General. 

The rivaliy between Edwin Forrest, the American tragedian, 
and Mr. Macready, the eminent English actor, is made the 
occasioQ for a popular outbreak (10 May) while the latter is 
playing Macbeth in the new Aator Place Opeia House, New 
York; a mob surrounds the building and attempts to prevent 
the performance; incensed at opposition, threats are made to 
bum the building, and Mayor Woodhull is compelled to callo^ 
the militia: fair warning being given and the mob paying no 
heed thereto, the military are ordered to fire; at the first volley 
the ci'owd turns upon the militia, and severely wounds nearly 
800; the rioting lasts several hours, and befoie it i'^ '•upi)ressed 
several hundred pereons are killed and wounded. 

The business portion of St. Louis is destroyed by fire, 17 
M^, involving a loss of $3,000,000. 

Father Theobald Matthew, tJie gi'eat Irish Temperance 
Beform'jr lands in New York (June), and begins a series of 
• public lectures remai-kable for their grand results. 

The Bun, Herald, Tribune, Express*, Journal of GommAree, 
Courier, and Enquirer, form a syndicate for gathering news, 
under the name of the New York Associated Press. 

A number of leading cities are visited this summer by the 
Asiatic cholera; it is particularly viiiilent at New Orleans, New 
York, St. Louis, Philadelphia, Nashville, Buffalo, Chicago, and 
Boston, the deaths in New York alone numbering 5,071. 

A great overland movement of miners, speculators, and 
Bdventiu-ers sets' in from the eastern and northern States (Sep.) 
for the newly discovered gold mines of California. 

Edwin Booth makes his d4but as an actor at Boston, 10 Sep. 

Elizabeth Blackwell receives from the Geneva (N. Y.) Medi- 
cal College the first doctor's dij^loma granted to a woman in 
tois countiy. 

Congress assembles (3 Dec); the organization of the House 
is delayed for twenty days, during which sixty-three ballots are 
taken, before a choice for Speaker is effected; the contest is 
chiefly between Robert C, Winthrop, Whig, Si)eaker of the 
preceding Congress, and Howell Cobb, of Ga.; the two parties 
are very evenly represented, but the Free Soil Democrats cast 
their vote for Mr. Wilmot; after many ballots have been taken, 
it is determined to end tlie contest by a plurality vote, and on 
the next ballot Mr. Cobb receives 103 votes; Mr. Winthrop, 
1M>: scattering, 20, of which Mr. Wilmot receives 8. 

The provisional Government of the people of Deseret (Mor- 
mons) send a memorial to Congress, accompanied by a Constitik 
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1849. tioii and form of State Govemment, askiDg admis^n 88 1 
State, or, in case of refusal, to be formed into a Territory. 

Daring tliis year 1 ,076 U^. patents are Issued, the most import 
ant of which is tliat to George U. Corliss for an improyemen 
in woridng the valves of steam engines. 

Tlie national exi)enses for the year amount to $56,386,422 
the debt is $64,704,693; the value of imix>rts, $147,857,439 
and of exports. $145,755,820. 

1850. A number of Bills are introduced into Congress for organizing 

Territorial Governments in California, Deseret, and Nev 
Mexico, and strong efforts are made to prohibit the extensioi 
of slavery; at length (29 Jan.) Mr. Clay submits compromi* 
resolutions, proposmg an amicable arrangement of the wholi 
slavery controversy; tlie resolutions are opposed by the Soutli 
em Members, as making no concession to the South, and Mr 
Calhoun asserts that the Lnion is in danger because of tlie dis 
content at the South; Mr. Webster, in a great si)eech, detail 
the grievances of the North; Mr. Bell, of Tenn., presents! 
series of resolutions (28 Feb.) on the same subject, which ar 
referred (17 April) to a select committee, of whom Mr. Clay i 
C^irman; the committee reports, (8 May) favoring tlie in] 
mediate admission of California, the establishment of Terri 
torial (governments, without the Wilmot pro\iso, for New Mexio 
and Utah; the enactment of laws to secure the deliveiyo 
fugitive slaves escaping into the free States, and the prohibitioi 
of slavery in the District of Cohnnbia; tiie Utah Territoria 
Bill passes (31 July) : The Texas Boundary Bill passes, Senate 
10 Aug., the New Mexico Bill, Senate, 14; both Bills are com 
bined m the House, and pass 6 Sept. ; the Bill to admit Califoi 
nia, passes Senate 13 Aug.; House 17 Sept. ; the Fugitive Slav 
Bill passes both Hous^ 23 Aug.; the Bill for prohibitia 
Slavery in the District of Columbia— the last of the " Omnibii 
Rll " — ^passes Senate 14 Sept. and the House, 17; Con^e^ 
adjourns 30 Sept.; the compromise acts are the c^ef feaniN 
of this long Session. 

John C. Calhoun dies in Washington* D. C, 31 March. 

A Convention assembles in Philadelphia, 1 April, called i^ 
the purpose of promoting the construction of a national ro5 
to the Pacific Ocean, through the Territories of the U. S.; Cc 
Fremont, too ill to accept an invitation to be present, gives l^ 
views on the project in a long letter; he describes the count:: 
vividly, and proposes the belt of country lying between the 3^ 
and 39th paraUels of latitude as the most practicable for t1 
projected road. 

Gen. Lopez, a native of Cuba, organizes an exx)edition 
New Orleans, and invades Cuba (Cardenas, 19 April), expeetii 
to head a revolution and wrest the island from Spain; faili: 
to receive the support on the island he had anticipated, 
returns to the U. S. and secretly begins pi-eparations for 
stronger invasion. * 

Great alarm l)eing felt as to the fctre of Sir John Frankli 
an English Arctic explorer, i^ ho sailed in May, 1845, in 6ear< 
<»f a north-west passage from Europe to the West Indies, 9X^ 
•f idiom nothing lias mnce lieen heard, Mr. Hemy Giiimell, < 
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60. New York, at his own expense, sends two ships in seareh ^f 
him (May), under command of Lieut. DeHaven, U. S. Navy. 

A treaty between the U. S. and Great Britain, pioviding for 
the establishment of a communication between tlie Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, by means of a sliip canal, to be constructt*d 
by way of the Kiver San Juan de Nicaragua and eitlier or both 
of the Lakes of Nicaragua or Mai agua, to any part or place on 
the Pacific Ocean, is promulgated by the President, 4 July. It 
is known as ** the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty." 

President Taylor dies in the executive mansion, 9 July. 

Vice-President Fillmore takes the oath of ottice as President, 
in tlie presence of both Houses of Congress, 10 July; on the 
following day he is succeeded as President of the Senate by 
Senator King, of Ala. 

The new President reconstructs the Cabinet (15 July) as fol- 
lows: Daniel Webster, Secretary of State; Thomas Corwin. of 
Oiiio, Secretary of the Treasury; Charles M. Conrad, of La., 
Secretary of War; William A. Graham, Secretaiy of the Navy; 
Alexander H. H. Stuart, of Penn., Secretary of the Interior; 
Natlian K. Hall, of N. Y., Postmaster-General; John J. Crit- 
tenden, of Ky,, Attorney-General. 

Brigham Y9ung, President of the Twelve Apostles, prophet 
and revelator'of tlie Mormons, is appointed Governor of the 
new Territory of Utali. 

For the firet time in its history,- the Federal Government 
iBakes an attempt to ascertain the exact development of the 
productive industries of the country, leaving out all establish- 
ments that do not produce at least $500 per annum; the fact is 
revealed that the capital invested in manufactures exceeds 
$650,000,000, and that the annual product has reached the sum 
of $1,019,000,000. 

The rates of postage are reduced to three cents on prepaid 
single letters, for a distance of 3,000 miles, and five cents if 
not prepaid; and double these rates for any greater distance. 

TWs is a memorable year in the operatic and heatrical circles 
of New York; Mr, F. B. Conway, the English actor, makes his 
appearance (19 Aug.); Mile. Jenny Lind arrives (1 Sep.^, and 
gives her first concert in Castle Garden, 7; Teresa Parodi 
appears at the Astor Place Opera House, 4 Nov.; and Mme. 
Ponisi begins her firet engagement at the Broadway Theatre. 
11 Nov. 

Richard M. Johnson, Vice-President of the U. S. with Presi- 
dent Van Buren, dies at Frankfort, Ky., 19 Nov. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $44,604,718; 
the debt is $64,328,288; the value of imports, $178,188,318; 
. and of expoi-ts, $151,898,790. 

i. The Chevalier Hulseman, Austrian Minister to the U. S., issues 
a written protest against the policy of the U. S. in relation to 
the action of Austria againat the Hungarians, to which Daniel 
Webster, Secretary of State, makes a vigorous reply, Jan . 

A World's Fair, held in an enormous building of glass and 
Iron, erected in Hyde Park, London, under royal patronage^ is 
opened by Queen Victoria, 1 May. 

A large part of the business portion of San Francisco^ ev 
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I8S1. bimcing 2,500 buildings, is destroyed by fire, 3 May, enteiliiig i 
lo08 of $3,500,000; a second fire, 22 June, destroys 500 buildii^, 
cauains a loss of ]^,000,000. 

The increase in the Run]l)er of States and Territories has so 
swelled the size of Congress tliatthe LegishUive halls are found 
inadequate for the proper discharge of public business^ an 
enlargement of the Ca| itol building having been authoiized, 
ttie President lays the corner-stone oT an addition, 4 July. 

Gen. Lopez renews the Cuban excitement in JKcw Orleans, 
July; early in Aug., he sails from that city with neaily 600 
followeis. and lands (11) on the northern coast of the island; 
leaving Col. W. L. Crittenden, of Ky., in command there, with 
100 men, he proceeds with the remainder of his paitytothe ^ 
Interior; the Crittenden party are captured, taken to Havana, 
and executed (16); Lopez is attacked (13), his followei-s desert 
him, he is arrested (18), taken to Havana, and garrotted (1 Sep.). 

The Pro-Slavery Partj' in California gain such an ascendency, 
that in tlie fall elections Col. Fremont is no longer iu the ma- 
jority, and a combination to prevent liis re-election to th^U. S. 
CHiiiate is suecei^s fully made. ^ 

Louis Kossuth, ex-Governor of Hungary, is permitted to 
emerge from exile at Kiitahai, Asia Minor, and embirks (1 Sep.) 
on the U. S. S. MiBHisaippi, selected, according to an Act ot 
Congress, to bring the noted general to the U. S. ; he is 
refused pemiissfon to travel through Fi ance, and leaving the 
the ship at Gibraltar, where he is handsomely received, he 
makes a brief visit to London, sails for the U. S. (21 Nov.), and 
lands at New York 5 Dec; he is banquetted in New York, pre- 
sented to the President at Washington (81), and to the end of 
his visit Is treated with marked distmctioa. 

An unprecedented emigration to the West sets in this year: 
the Government enlarges the domain of available agi*icultural 
land by purchasing several millions of acres in Minnesota from 
the Upper and Lower Sioux Indians; removes the Indians to 
another resei-vatlon, and opens the rich wilderness to white 
settlers, • 

Serious tioubles are brewing in Utah; Governor Young and 
all the Mormon officers openly defy the Federal laws, 
and endeavor to thwart the U. S. authorities in executing 
them ; remonstrances are sent to Washington against 
Brigham Young's hostile conduct by Federal officials, and his 
prompt removal from office is urged. 

The i-ush to the California gold mines is unabated; gamblmg 
and deeds of violence are Increasing at a feai*ful rate; so much 
lawlessness has been displayed in San Francisco of late, that 
reputable citizens have, in self protection, formed a Vigilance 
Committee, to rid the conmiunity of the dangeix)u$ charadters 
who throng the streets. 

Another great canal from Lake Erie, extending from Toledo 
to Evansville, Ind.. on the Ohio River, 467 miles, is completed 
and opened to navigation. 

Lola Montes, a dancer of European celebrity, makes her fint 
Appearance In the 13. S., Vu^eN^XotY^'SfliX^^^* > 

The national expei»efttox\hA i«ax «sxtfrasX Vis^ VS^>^^;;iS)li\ 
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. A« debt k 183,660,899; th« nlm of Imports, t31fl,aM,MSt 
&n(l of expoitB, tZ18,«B8,011. 

I. At tlie clom of the Seagion of Congres!) (March) an apiiropritition 
te made for the survey of tliroe roiitng to tlin I'aiTifli; Ocean, 
with the view of obtatnlag fiirtlier liifonnHtiiin iih a. IwsU of 
l^tolallon for a national lilgbway lii!twcei) the MUsL»i|i]ii vul- 
leyaod that ocean; as soon as Col. Fmnont, rmw in I'urls, 
hears of this action, lie iletennlncs to n'tum, fit out an ('xiNiill- 
tion on his own ai-count, anil coinjilt^tu tiie survoy of \\w lonte 
which be had taken oh Ills last jiiiirMcy, which he twlloves tlie 
only practicable route for a national roail. 

The Austiian MInlator to the IJ. S., foiinally protests niRiinst 
the reception of Louis Kossuth by Oi)ii}rr«>ssj no uotici! Iicluj; 
taken of his protest he retires from his iioi^t. I'tiivlriK liis olllciul 

■ 'aflUrs In the liancis of August Bcbnotit, of New York. 

A formal profiosilion for a j<)uit Hfiwi'iiioiif of |ier|M;tuat 
renunciation, on the pait of Uraut llritulii, Fiiiiicc, and tlifi U. 



tary of Stat«, makes a lengthy roi>1y, 1 Dec., rcjuitlng the over- 

The Xatlonal Democratic Convention Is held in naltimore, 
assembling 1 June; Hon. John W. Uuvis, of Ind., cx-Siicaker 
In Congress, is cliosen president; the two-thinls ndo Is again 
adopted; several days are spent in hidloting for CHudklatcs; 
Franklin Pierce, of N. II., receives tlie unanimous vote, on the 
forty-ninth liallot, as Fresidentia] iiouiinee, and Wllllau) K. 
King, Ala,, is nominated for Viee-I'n'sidynt, 

The Whig National Convention is hi^ld in lialtiinorp, begin- 
ning 16 June; John G. Cliapnian, of Mil., \* clioacn piDsident; 
on the fourth day of the session ami on the Hfty-lhinl ballot 
tbe result is: Uen.S<'0tt, 159; Millard tlllmoir. 112; and l>aniel 
Webstar, 31, Gen. Scott having a majority; William A. Gr&. 
ham, of N. C, Is nominated for Vii.-e-I>resldi']it. 

HeniT Clay, on account of feeble health, resigns his scat in 
the U. S. Senate, to take eflct^ (I Sept., but (lies 30 June, at the 
age of 75. 

ITie steamboat Henir Clay, plying on the Hudson River 
between Albany and New York, undertakes a race with an 
opposition boat, 37 July, despite the pi'otests of the gmssengcra, 
and when near Yonkera, takes lire and Is burned to thew^er's 
edge. Involving a loss of over seventy lives by drowning and 
the flames. 

The nominating Convention of tho Free Soil Democracy Is 
held at Pittsburg, Penn., 11 Aug.; John P. Hale, of N. H. 
" --'nfor Presidei- ' '■ " '" " " 



receives the nomination for President, and George W. Julian, 
of Ind., that for Vice-President. 

Considerftble excitement is devcloi)ed during tlie summer by 
the Canadian charge that Amei-^'an flsbura are violating the 
treaty of 181§ by casting their nets within tlie three-mile llndtg 
of toe shores; the Btitisn Government claims tlie right to draw 
a line fivm huad land to head hind of the bays in Its Canadian 
DoeieHloas, and to exclude Americans from the watcia wItlUa 
nat line; as an armed naval force haa been poeted to nistaia. 
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1862* this claim and seize any American vessel that does not comply, 
the U. S. sends the Princeton and Fulton ^ steam war-vessels, to 
the coast of Nova Scotia to protect American fishermen. 

Daniel Webster, Secretary of State, dies at Marshfield, Mass., 
24 Oct., aged 70. 

Hon. Edward Everett is appointed Secretaiy of State to suc- 
ceed Da^^iel Webster. 

The city of Sacramento, Cal., is visited by a fire, 2 Nov. 
which, bm-ning over forty blocks, consumes 2,500 buildings, 
maimly lesidenees, destroying property of an estimated value 
of over 15,000,000. 

The popular vote in the Presidential election gives Pierce 
1,601,274^ Scott, 1,386,580; Hale, 155,825; Pierce over Scott, 
214,694; over Scott and Hale together, 58,896; in the electoral 
college Pierce receives 254 votes, Scott, 42, Hale none. • 

Boston has adopted a method of communicating fire alanns 
by means of the magnetic telegiaph, 

Willard P. Hall, of Mo., submits a bill in the House (Con- 
gress), organizing tlie Territoiy of Platte, comprfslnff a vast 
region westward of Missouri and Iowa, 13 Dec, ancfthe bill 
is referred to the Committee on Territories; Mr. Atchison, of 
Mo., intimates (15 Dec.) that there is a Southern combinatian 
to prevent the organization, westward of the Missouri, of a 
new Temtoi*y in which slavery will be prohibited. 

The Government has begiui the experiment of using lenses 
histead of reflectors in its lighthouses. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $46,712,608; 
the debt is $65,130,692; the value of imports, $212,945,442; 
and of exports, $209,658,306. 

1^8. William A. Rlcliardson, of 111., from the House Committee on 
Territories, to which was referred Mr. Hall's bill for organizing 
the Tei-ritory of Platte, reports (2 Feb.) a bill to organize the 
'J'emtoiy of Nebraska, covering the same resjion; in the Com- 
mittee of the Wliole, the bill encounters strong Southera 
opiiosltion, and (10) is reported from the Committee with a 
recommendation that it be rejected; the bill passes the House, 
and going to the Senate is laid on the table, 3 March. 

By Act of 2 March, Washington Ton itory is formed from 
the Territory of Oregon, with an area of 193,071 square miles. 

Franklin Pierce is inaugurated foui-teenth President of the 
U. S., 4 March; }f) his Messa<ye he stat(« that it is unlikely any 
institutions of the States will be endangered if the Govern- 
ment confines iti^lf to its constitutional poweip; he holds that 
the compromise pleasures of 1850 are strictly constitutional and 
to be unhesitatingly carried into effect; and believes that 
involuntary slavory is recognized by the Constitution, and that 
the States where it exists are entitled to efllcient remedies to 
enforce the constltutiotml provisions. 

The President appofots the following cabinet oflficei-s : Wni. L, 
Marcy, N. Y., Secretary of State; James Gutlnie, Ky., Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; Robert McClelland, Mich., Secretary of 
fhe Interior; J^erson Davis, Mtes., Secretary of War; James 
C. DobbiD, N. C, Secretary of the Navy; James Campbell, 
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nte. Penn., Postmaster-General; and Caleb Gushing, Mass., Attor- 
ney-General, 
Vice-President William R. King dies 18 April, aged 68. 
The Grovernment sends four men-of-war and a supply ship 
from Norfolk, Va. (M'ay), the whole under command of Capt. 
Ringgold, U. S. Navy, to the eastern coast of Asia, via CaiMj 
Horn, for the purpose of exploring those regions of the Paciiic 
Ocean which it is believed will soon be traveled by merchant- 
men between our Pacific ports and the East Indies, and the 
whaling gi*ounds of the Kamtchatka Sea and Behring's Straits. 

Another expedition is fitted out during the summer, consist- 
ing of seven men-of-war, under the command of Commodoi'e 
Perry, for the purpose of carrying a letter from the President 
to the Emperor of Japan, soliciting the negotiation of a treaty 
of friendship and commerce between the two nations, and the 
opening of Japanese ports to American vessels for ti*ade. ' 

Mr. Henry Grinnell announces his wish to fit out another 
expedition to the Polar regions in search of Sir John Franklin; 
the Government agiees to assist him and places two war-vesself 
. at his service; these, under command of Dr. Elisha K. Kane, 
the Surgeon of the first expedition, sail from New York in 
May; at the same time a similar expedition is despatched from 
England; 

Under the Act of Congress authoiizing surveys for the con- 
struction of a railroad across the continent, four exploring 
parties get under way dming the summer; one is assigned to 
smTcy from the upper watei-s of the Mississippi,, at St. Paul, to 
Puget's Sound, on the Pacific; a second is to cross the Contin- 
ent from the Mississippi, along the 36 parallel of latitude; a 
third from the same point by way of the Great Salt Lake, in 
Utah; while the fourth takes a com'se from the Lower Missis- 
sippi to the coast of Southern California, at San Pedro, Los 
Ajigeles, or San Diego; Col. Fremont leaves Paris (June) for 
the u. S., and stalls upon his fifth and last trans-continental 
expedition, at his own expense, with the same object in view 
as the other expeditions (Aug.). 

A World's Fair for the exhibition of the industry of all 
nations, is opened by the President of the U. S., 14th July, at 
the Crystal Palace, on Reservoir Square, near the distzibuting 
reservoir of the Croton Aqueduct, New York, •' 

Tlie Commissioners appointed by the New York Board of 
Aldermen (5 Aug., 1851) to examine and repoi*t upon the 
various sites proposed for a large public park, express a choice 
for the tract of land bounded by Fifty-ninth and One Hundred 
and Sixth Streets and Fifth and Eighth Avenues, about two 
and a half miles long by half a mile wide, and comprising 
776 71-100 acres; tlie report is approved, and (23 July) the 
Legislature passes an Act authorizing the pm'chase of the 
Centi-al Park, and provides (17 Nov.) for the appointment of 
five Commissioners by the Supreme Court to appraise the land. 

John Mitchell, the escaped Irish exile, reaches New York, 
29 Nov., and is ^ven a grand reception in Brooklyn, 6 Dect, 
and in New York, 10, 
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1868. The first exploration of the Isthmus of DaHen for » adtp* 
canal is made under the direction of William Kennish, of New 
York; the party is sent out by J. C. Provost, Commander of 
the Brftish Steamship Virago , in pursuance of orders from the 
Commander of the BMtish Squadron iu the Pacific; a portion of 
the party are mm*dered by Indians, and the sm-vivoi-s return 
without practical results. 

The fii*st Session of the Thirty-third Congress convenes 6 
Dec; Lynn Boyd, Democrat, of Ky., is elected Speaker; 
Senator Dodffe, of Iowa, ^ves notice of a bill to establish the 
Tenltory of Nebraska (5), mtroduces it (14), when it is ref ened 
to the Committee on Territories, whose chauman^Mr. Douglas, 
reports it (15) with material amendments. 

llie national expenses for the yearamount to $54,577,061; 
the debt is $67,340,628; the value of imports, $267,978,647; and 
of exports, $230,976,157. 
i8S4. Lieut. Strain, U. S. Navy, starts (Jan.) with a party of twenty 
officers and men to explore the Isthmus of Darten from the 
Atlantic side. '' 

Senator Douglas, from the Committee on Territories, reports 
a substitute (23 Jan.) for the Nebraska Bill, providing for the 
erection of two Territories, Kansas and Nebraska, to be divided 
on the 40th parallel of latitude, and permitting the inhabitants 
to decide for themselves whether tliey will have the institution 
of slavery or not, thus annulling the Missouri Compromise of 
1820 : heated debate ensues, and public meetings in protestation 
are neld throughout the Northern States; the bill passes the 
Senate. 8 March, and goes to the House, where it acts as a fii*e- 
brand during an entu-e fortnight; the final question is taken 22 
May, and the bill passes; the Senate agi'ees to it in the amended 
(House) form (25), and it is approved by the President (31). 

Col. rremont's paity, after having lived on horse-fiesh for 
fifty days and been without food of any kind for two days, are 
rescued 8 Feb., by Col. Babbit, Secretary of Utah Territory, at 
a point four days* journey from Great Salt Lake; Fi-^mont 
reaches San Francisco, 1 May, greatly enfeebled, and has to 
decline a public dinner. 

The American steamship B^^ick Warrior is seized, 28 Feb., in 
the harbor of Havana, and the vessel and cargo are declared 
confiscated; the President sends a messenger to Spaui to demand 
immediate redress, but the Spanish GoveiTiment justifies tlie 
Cuban authorities; a proposition is made in Congress to suspend 
the neutiality laws, when the Captain-General of Cuba releases 
the vessel and cargo on the payment, under protest, of a fine of 
$6,000. 

Chicago completes its gi*eat water-works system, Feb. 

A Homestead Bill, providing that any free white citizen, or 
any one who may have declared his intention to become one 
previous to the passage of the Act, may select a quarter section 
(160 acres) of land on the public domain, and by occupying and 
cultivatuiff it five years, may receive a title to it in fee, free of 
oofit, is adopted in the House, 8 March; this also leads to a 
Imgthy discussion, dming which the bill is amended by fixing 
i a mding fcide of prices of all the public lands, and "^H^g 
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MM. tlie indUyidual claim to two quai-ter sections, and in this fomi It 
Is adopted by botli Houses. 

Ua^ng obtained charters from the British Colonial Govern- 
ments for a monopoly of a line of tc^lcgiaph between Newfound- 
land and the American Continent for a term of fifty years, 
Cyras W. Field, of New York, orcranizes the New York, New- 
foundland, and London Tele^^ph Company, at liis residence, 
10 March; the company is composc<l of Mcssi-s. Peter Cooper, 
Moses Taylor, Mai-shall 0. Roberts, Cliiindler White, and Cyrus 
W. Field, with David Dudley Field as le^al adviser. 

After Japan had been closed ai^ciiiiist forei^jn intercourse, 
commercial and reli^ous, for nearly two centuries, during 
which time many efforts were made by influtjntial nations to 
secure treaties for trade purpose, the country is practically 
reopened, 31 March, when Commodore Perry signs a treaty 
between the U. S. and Japan, amid extraordinary ceremonies 
at Yeddo. 

A fugitive slave named Burns is arrested in Boston (May), 
and a riot ensues; U. S. troops are sent from Rhode Island to 
sustain the officers of the law, and the local militia are called 
out to protect the court and its witnesses; the U. S. Commis- 
idoner decides that the slave must be returned to his owner, 
and, owing to the Intense xcitement. Burns is conveyed to 
Vfc[^nia in a Government vessel. 

Tne President issues a proclamation, 1 June, warning all 
persons against taking part in any way in any movement having 
for its object the invasion of Cuba. 

Capt. Ericsson makes a model of an iron tower on an 
armored vessel, whic'i is the fti-st practical design of an iron- 
clad man-of-war. 

An enormous emigration from Missouri to Kansas sets in 
immediately after the passage of the Territory Act, and this is 
supplemented by streams from the North and East managed by 
endgrant aid societies opposed to the institution of slavery; the 
Eastern and Northern settlers are warned that no abolitionists 
will be tolerated in the Tenitory. 

A treaty is signed between the U. S. and Mexico fixing the 
boundary-line, and releasing the U. S. from the obligation to 
defend the frontier against the Indians; for this release as well 
as for additional territory ceded by Mexico, the U. S. a^ees to 
pay 110,000,000. 

By direction of the President, 16 Aug., Messrs. James 
Buchanan, John Y. Mason, and Piene Soule, U, S Ministers to 
London, Paris, and Madrid respectively, meet at Ostend, Bel- 
rium, 9 Oct., to confer upon the best means of settling the dif- 
nculties about Cuba, and obtaining possession of the island; 
they address a letter to the U. S. Government, 18 Oct., from 
Aix-la-Chapelle, recommending the purchase of the island if 
possible, and if not, its acquisition by force. 

A terrible ocean disaster occui-s 27 Sep., when the steamer 
Aretie from Liverpool, while passing through a dense fog, is 
Strack by the iron vessel Ve8ta; the blow is so damaging to the 
Aretie that she quickly fills with water in spite of the efforts of 
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1864. officers, crew, and passengers, and, after a thncse hours' strog* 
gle, ffoes down, carrying with her over SSOjxirsong. 

Alter years of costly litigation in the U 5. and abroad, Elisa 
Howe is this year rewarded by having his claims, as inventor 
of tlie sewing-machine, judicially esta^istied. 

The Academy of Music, New York, is formally opened 
2 Oct., by Giulia Grisi and Signor Mario, who appear m the 
opera of ** Norma." 

A discoveiy Is made that Heniy Meigs has forged warrant* 
of the City Compti-oller of San Francisco for over |1 ,000,000) 
and has fled the country. 

I'he President appoints Andrew H. Reeder, of Penn., Gover- 
nor of Kansas, and Daniel Woodson, of Ark., Secretaiy; they 
reach Foi-t Leavenworth in Oct.; an election for a Delegate to 
Congress is held (29 Nov.) by the Governor's order, and results 
in the declared choice of John W. Whitfield, a Pro-Slavery 
man, over J. A. Wakefield, a pronounced Free-State man; the 
friends of Wakefield claim the election of Whitfield illegal on 
the ground that several hundred non-residents (Missowians) 
were permitted to vote. 

Preliminary negotiations had been begun between the Gov- 
ernments of the Sandwich Islands and the U. S., with the view 
of annexing the former to the latter, and a draft of a treaty 
was completed, when King Kamehameha dies, 15 Dec, and the 
new King, his son, immediately closes all negotiations on the 
subject. 

A carefully organized emigration movement to the Mosquito 
Country is developed late in the year; Col, H. L. Kinney leads 
the emigi-ants to a large tract of country, alleged to have been 
granted to some Englfeh subjects by the King, and pi*oceeds to 
settle them; a protest is sent by the Grovemmentof Nicara- 
gua to that of the U. S. against this violation of the neuti^lity 
Eiws, 

The national expenses for the year amount to $75,478,119; 
the debt is $47,242,206; the value of imports, $904,562,881; 
and of exports, $278,841,064. 
1865. The cities of Brooklyn and Williamsburg and the town of 
Bush wick are consolidated, 1 Jan., making Brooklyn the third 
city in the Union, with a tenntory of 22 squai*e miles, and a 
population of 200,000; George Hall, the first Mayor of Brook- 
lyn after its incoiporation (1835), is elected first Mayor of the 
consolidated city. 

Governor Reeder, of Kansas, causes a census of the Territory '. 
to be taken, Jan. and Feb., which shows there are 8,501 inhabi- 
tants, of whom 2,905 are voters. 

The first trains over the new railroad across the Isthmus of 
Darien are run from Asplnwall to Panama, 28 Jan. 

The first attempt to build a bridge across the Mississippi 
River is successfully accomplished at Minneapolis, Minn., Jaiu 
Recruiting for the British Anny, now at war with tlie Rus- 
sians in the Crimea, is being carried on in several of our large 
cities hi violation of our neutrality laws: as the British Minister 
to this country appears to be implicated in the matter, IJie 
Pt&sident demands Wreca^V t3;i<d ssVsl^Qco^ecmDe^ declinM 
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355. to accede, wherenpon the President dismisses the Minister, and 
also the British Consuls at New Yorlc, Philadelphia^ and Cin- 
cinnati, all of wliom are cliarged with encouraging the enlist- 
ments. 

An election for Members of the Lepslative Assembly is held 
in Kansas, 30 March; large companies of men are again sent 
into the Territory from Missouri to vote; the judges who refuse 
to let them vote without being sworn as to their residence are 
violently thrust out and more willing ones cliosen; the Grover- 
nor sets aside many of the returns and orders a new election in 
six districts to be held in May; the Leo^slature meets at Pawnee 
City, 2 July; seats are refused tlie Pree-State men elected in 
liarch, and given to those elected in May; two days later a bill 
is passed removing the seat of Grovernment to Shawnee Mis.<«ion, 
near the Missouii frontier; the Governor vetoes it, but it is 
repassed by a two-thirds majority, u[)on which (31) the Gover- 
nor is notified of his removal from office. 

Tlie great suspension-bridge across the Niagara River, below 
the Falls, be^n in 1852, is completed in Mai*ch, and opened 
for travel amid international rejoicings. 

The Government despatches an expedition under command 
of Lieut. Uartstein, U. S. Navy, 31 May, to rescue Dr. Kane, 
the Arctic explorer, and his companions, whom it is feared are 
either ice-bound or dead; the expedition returns to New Yorlc, 
11 Oct., with Dr. Kane and all his party, except three dead; 
they had been frozen in at tlie most northerly point of Green- 
land ever reached. v 

CoL U. L. Kinney invites William Walker to assist him in 
developing the mineral resources of hh Nicaragua grant; Walker 
leaves San P'rancisco with 300 men, and lands on the Nicara- 
guan coast, 27 June, where he announces his real purpose; the 
next day he attempts to capture the town of Rivas, but failing 
to receive the aid he expected, and being hard pressed by tlie 
Grovernment troops, he is forced to retreat to the coast, whence 
the party escape in a vessel^ he again appears at the head of an 
armed force, in Nicaragua, m Aug.; his party assume indei)en- 
dence of Nicaragua and (5 Sep.) organ'ize a civil government, 
with Col. Kinney as Chief Magistrate; taking advantage of a 
local insuiTection, Walker attacks and defeaU a body of Grov- 
ernment troops at Virgin Bay, and marcMng to the interior, 
captures Grenada, the capital, 12 Oct.; he places Gren. Rivas, a 
native, in the Presidential office, drives Col. Kinney from the 
Mosquito Country, and receives recognition of the new govern- 
ment from the American Minister (John H. Wheeler) and the 
British Consul; Rivas sends a Minister (Parker H. French) to 
the U. S., but the Government declmes to receive him. 

Owing to the great increase in immigration, necessitating the 
provision of some suitable place for the reception and tempor- 
ary care of this class of foreigners, Castle Garden, New York's 
leading place of public amusement, is surrendered to the Com- 
nfissioners of Emigration, and opened 1 Aug. for the reception 
of emigrants, who are landed there direct from quarantine. ' 

Cyrus W. Field has a submarine cable made in Eln^nd, with 
trliich he intends connecting Cape Ray and Cape Breton; «r 
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18B5. attempt is made (Aug.) to lay this line across ttie Gulf of { 
Lawrence, but duiing the operation a gale springs up, and 
save the steamer, the cable is cut, and some f oi*ty miles of it e 
lost. 

The Free-State settlers of Kansas hold then- first genei 
jneetinff at Lawrence, 15 Aug., to form a State Government a 
apply K)r admission into the Union: 2M bona fide citizens a 
requested to elect delegates to assemble in convention at To|;el 
19 Sept., to consider and determuie upon all subjects of pubi 
interest; at the Toj^eka meeting airangements are perfected 
hold an election in Oct., for delegates to a constitutional to 
vention ; these are accordingly elected, and ex-Grovenior Reede 
who has acted with the Free-State Party since his removal fro 
office, is chosen Delegate to Congi-ess; the constitution adopte 
at the Oct. convention, is ratified by the people at an elcctioi 
16 Dec, ^ 

Wilson Shannon, of Ohio, succeeds Andrew H, Reeder, 
Governor of Kansas, and enters upon official work 1 Sei>t.; 1 
endeavors to pacify the disturbing elements,but the storm gt 
beyond his control; a force of nearly 1000 aimed men ta 
possession of Leavenworth, and create a reign of terror, whi 
causes the Governor to call on the President 1 Dec.» for U. 
troops to preserve peace. 

The renowned tragedienne Mile. Rachel makes her fi 
appearance in America, in New York, 8 Sept. 

Toward the close of the year the Indians begin making v 
upon the white settlers in Oregon and Wasliington Territoric 
Major Ualler and his company, on smTeying duty, are attack 
by an overwhelming force of Indians, through which they si 
ceed in cutting their way; troops are liastened to tlie disaff ect( 
parts, but as they fail to suppress the uprising, G«n. Wool 
ordered from San lYancisco to Portland, Or., to prosecu 
vigorous measures; dming the winter the hostilities become > 
frequent, savage, and general that it is feared all the whi 
settlei-s will have to leave. j. ' 

William M. Thackeray, the eminent English author, visi 
this country, and delivera his first lecture on Greorge I, in D 
Chapin's church. New York, 1 Nov. 

The first session of the 34th Congress convenes 8 Dec 
the House spends the remainder of the year in ineffectual eiToi 
to organize by electing a Speaker; the President's ihessag 
received 81 Dec, deals largely with the constitutional rights 
the States, and the interference of the Free States in t 
domestic affairs of the Slave States. 

The national expenses for the year amount to 106,1(54,7'^ 
the debt is $39,969,731; the value of imports, $261,468,520, 9 
of expoits, $275,156,846. 
1856. In Kansas, members of the State Legislature and State offio 
are elected, 15 Jan.; the Legislature assembles at Topeka^ 
Mareh, and organizes a State Government; Dr. Charles Kol>i 
son, the Governor-elect, delivers his inaucwal; Andrew J 
Boeder and James H. Lane are chosen U. b. Senators; a pel 
tion to Congress for admission is prepared ; and an adjournmei 
'' Iftk^ii to 4 July; directly after the adjournment Gov. JBoUiiM 
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M$8. and several other leading citizens are arrested on a char^ of 
high treason; in spite of demands for a trial they are confined 
four montiis, when Judge Lecompte releases them on learning 
that Gen. Lane is about doing so by force; on the reassembling 
of the Legislature, 4 July, Marshttl Donaldson has President 
Pierce's proclamation read, in which he declares that the laws 
of the Shawnee Legislature will be enforced by the enti«*e force 
of the Gk)vernment; Col. Sumner, with a force of 200 men, 
appeal's, and asserts tliat he has come to disperse the Legisla- 
ture; the members obey the order without attempting aii 
organization; in the meantime the constitution framed atTojieka 
is presented to Congress, 7 April, a petition for admission as a 
State is rejected in the Senate and a special House Com- 
mittee to inve3tio:ate the Kansas troubles, consisting of John 
Sherman, Ohio, William A. Howard, Michigan, and Mordecal 
Oliver, Mo., report 1 July that the alleged Ten-itorial Legisla- 
ture was an illegally constituted body, that the elections under 
the organic law had been canied on by organized invasions 
from Missouri, that neither Whitfield, the sitting delegate, nor 
Reeder, the contestant, is entitled to a seat in the House, and 
that a fair election cannot be held without the presence of the 
U. S. troops at every polling place. 

The steamship Paeifia, with foi-ty-flve passengei-s and nearly 
150 officers and crew, leaves Liverpool for New York, 33 Jan., 
and as no tidings are heard of her; she is supposed to have 
foundered or been burned at sea. 

Nathaniel P. Banks, of Mass., is elected Speaker of the House 
on the 133d ballot, 2 Feb., receiving 103 votes to 100 for William 
Aiken, of S. C. 

The Central Park (New York) Commissioners appraise the 
land authorized to be purchased at |5, 398, 695, and their report 
is confirmed 5 Feb., and the purchase consummated, 11,658,395 
of the amount being levied on the adjoining property ownere. 

On the 21 Feb., the Convention of the National American 
Party is held in JPhiladelphia; Ex-President Fillmore, N. Y., 
who favored the compromise measures of 1850, is nomhiated 
for President, and Andrew J. Donelson, of Tenn., for Vice- 
Ptesident; the principal feature of the platform is that Ameri- 
cans must rule America. 

The anti-Nebraska men, embracing all, of whatever party in 
the past, who condemn the repudiation of the Missouri Com- 
promise, and who shortly assume the designation of Republi- 
cans, hold their first Convention in Pittsburg, Penn., 22 Feb.; 
their nominating Convention is held in Philadelphia, 17 June, 
under the presidency of CoK Henry S. Lane, of Ind.; Col. 
John C. Fremont, of Cal., is nominated for President on the 
fli-st ballot; for Vice-President, William L. Dayton, of N. J.. 
receives 259 votes, and Abraham Lincoln, of 111., 110, with 180 
scattering, whereupon Mr. Dayton is unanimously nominated. 

California opens her first railroad, extending from Sacramento 
to Folsom, 22 Feb. 

Brigham Young is removed from the Governorship of 
Utah, in consequence of complaints from the Gentile office- 
holders concerning the lax aaministration of the laws. 
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1856* The movements of the American filibusters in Nicamm 
last year led the other governments on the Isthmus to unite 
an alliance against the new Government of Nicaragua; Cos 
Rica declares war against Nicaragua, and within a few days ^ 
March) Walker sends similar declarations to Costa Kica; all t 
Central American States are called upon to assist Costa Kic 
the "war "opens 20 March; Costa Kica invades Nicaragi 
meets Walker's troops (11 April) and is quickly defeated a 
driven from the State; Gen. Rivas resigns the Presidency, aj 
proclaims against Walker, who (24 June) is elected Presider 
and (12 July) inaugurated; President Pierce recognizes Walkej 
Government and cordially receives his ambassador, Fathi 
Vigil, of the R. C. Church. 

In Washinjjton Tenitory, the volunteers defeat a large bod 
of hostile Indians, 10 March, while in Oregon the Indians (J 
March) burn every building in Cascodes, as well as in tl 
vicinity of Vancouver; Gen. Wool succeeds in putting an ei 
to the troubles in Oregon during^the summer, but disturbanc 
continue elsewhere beyond the Rocky Mountains. 

A street railroad, connecting Boston with Cambridge, the fij 
Been in New England, goes into oj^eration 26 March. 

The Adriatic, the largest steamship afloat, is successfu" 
launched at New York, 7 April, and attracts wide-spre 
interest. ^ 

James King, editor of the San Francisco Bulletin y is killed- 
James P. Casey, editor of the bunday Times, of the sa, 
place, 14 May; Casey is arrested and put into jail, whence 
and another murderer are forcibly removed by the Vigilai 
Committee, tried, and executed on a public thoroughfa 
the Governor calls out the militia to suppress the Co 
mittee, who, fortifying themselves, resist capture: havi 
accomplished the object of its organization— ridding the city 
dangerous characters and enforcing a respect for law and justi 
— the Committee disbands 13 Aug.; it was popularly sustain< 
in illegally doing the city a gi-and sei-vice. 

Representative Preston S. Brooks, of Si C, makes a brut 
personal assault upon Senator Sumner, of Mass., 22 May, In tl 
Senate Chamber, on account of some wonls used by the Sen 
tor In a speech on Kansas affairs two days before ; the Senat 
is struck with a heavy cane while at his desk, knocked to t 
floor senseless, and there beaten, receiving injuries which ma 
him an invalid for four years and affected him to his death; t 
House refuses to expel Brooks, and he resigns, but is so 
re-elected; in a civil action he is fined $300 for the assau 
great indignation meetiil^ are held throughout the North, a 
general sympathy for the Senator is expressed. 

The last services are held in the Old Brick (Pres.) Church 
Beekman Street, New York, a venerated victim to the m(ii:ph 
improvement, 25 May. 

The village of Osawatomie, Kansas, Is sacked and burned 
June, by a Pro-Slavery combination, headed by Gen. Wliitfie 
Leaven woilh iS seized (1 8ep.) by a large force, mauily f» 
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V9A Missouri, who murder and plunder without material opposition. 

The National Democratic Convention Is held 5 June, in Cin- 
cinnati, 0.; James Buchanan, of Penn, ex-Minister to England, 
Is nominated for President, and Jolm C. Breckenridge, of Ky., 
for Vice-Preside I it. 

The first statue in modern New York, an equestrian one of 
Washington, is set up, July, at the lower end of Union Square; 
in the same month the Common Council autliorizes the erection 
of a monument to Gen, Worth, on Fifth Avenue and Broad- 
way; ground is broken for the Ridge wood (Brooklyn, N. Y.) 
water- works, 31. 

Hartford's (Conn.) historic pride, the Chaiter Oak Tree, Is 
blown down, 21 Aug. 

Gov. Shannon, of Kansas, Is informed, 31 Aug., of his 
removal from office; his successor, John W. Geary, appointed 
in July, reaches Fort Leavenworth, 9 Sep. 

Cyrus W, Field succeeds in establishing telegraphic com- 
munication between Newfoundland and the U.S.; tlie project 
for the main line across the ocean is favorably considered by 
Great Britain and the U. S., who detail men-of-war to lay the 
cable; Mr. Field goes to England, organizes the Atlantic Tele- 
graph Company, and starts tlie manufacture of the cable. 

The Rip-Kap riots break out in Baltimore, Md., 12 Sep., and 
are renewed 8 Oct., while a desperate political fight occurs on 
election day anil night. 

The manufacture of condensed milk is begini in Conn. 

Charles P. Huntington, of New York, is discovered to have 
forged commercial pai)er to the amount ot over |15,000,000; 
Insanity is set up in his defense. 

The second railroad bridge across the Mississippi River, 1582 
feet long, is completed at Rock Island, III. 

Congress makes a grant of public lands in Alabama, Florida, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Michigan, and Wisconsin^ to 
' assist In the building of railroads. 

A vessel makes the passage from Milwaukee to Europe, for 
the first time, via the great lakes, the Welland Canal, and the 
St. Lawrence River. 

Steel Is produced by the Bessemer process at Phllllpsburg, N. 
J., from Sussex County Iron. 

In the Presidential election (4 Nov.), Mr. Buchanan receives 
1,839,169 popular votes; Col. Fremont, 1,341,264; and Mr. Fill- 
more, 874,534* thirty-one States, with 296 electoi*s, vote, giving 
Buchanan 174, Fremont 114, and Fillmore 8. 

The receipts of the post-office department for the year amount 
to $7,620,801, and the expenditures to |10,407,868. 

The national expenses for the year amount to 172,726,341 ; 
the debt is $30,963,909; the value of imports, $314,639,943; and 
of exports, $326,964,908. 
IS7. The Free-State L^slature of Kansas, under the Topeka Consti- 
tution, meets at ']u>peka, 6 Jan.; a Deputy Marshal arrests seven 
members under a writ issued by Judge Cate, but they refuse to 
go with him; two days later the Marshal returns with assistance 
and arrests a dozen or more of the members with the presldlnir 
offioQTs; Uie Members of both Houses meet in Joint sessk 
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1857. adopt a memorial to Congress' and adjourn to Jmie; the Tei 
tonal Le^lature meets at Lecompton, 12 Jan.; it passes an i 
to allow judges to take bail in all cases of crime, tiie Govera 
vetoes it, but it is re-passed; an Act is pasi^ed providing foi 
Constitutional Convention, tlie election to be in June and t) 
Convention at Lecompton, in Sep.; this is vetoed and re-passe( 
Robert J. Walker, of Miss., is appointed Governor, to succe< 
J. W. Geaiy, and Frederick P. Stanton, of Tenn., Secretar 
a nolle pros is entered, 11 May, on the indictments for treas( 
against Gov. Robinson and other members of the Topel 
Legislature. 

The city of New York is thrown into unusual excitement, 
Jan., by the discovery that Dr. Harvey BurdeU, a well-kno)/ 
dentist, living at 31 Bond Street, has been murdered in his 1)€ 
room; Mrs. Cunningliam, a widow who hires the house of t 
doctor and who claims to have been privately married to hi: 
with Messrs. Eckel and Snodgrass, two of her lodgei*s, are c 
cumstantially implicated and arrested, but nothing is ever pro^ 
against them. 

James Buchanan is inaugurated fifteenth President of the 
S., 4 March; he selects the following as his cabinet office 
Lewis Cass, Mich., Secretary of State; Howell Cobb, Ga., S^ 
retary of the Treasuiy; Jacob Thompson, Miss., Secretary 
the Interior; Isaac Toucey, Conn., Secretary of the Nai 
John B. Floyd, Va., Secretary of War; Jeremiah S. Bla 
Penn., Attorney-General; and Aaron V. Brown, Tenn., Pc 
master-General. ^ 

Dred Scott, a negro slave, had been taken from Missouri i 
Illinois by a former master, and after being held there a si . 
for two years, was removed to Minnesota, where he marrie 
female slave of tlie same master; Scott, with his wife b 
daugliter, was removed to Missouri in 1838 and sold to John 
A. Sanford; he then sued for the freedom of hunself a 
family, and obtained judgment in his favor in tiie Misarc 
Circuit Court ; the Supreme Court of the State reversed 
judgment, and the case was taken to the U. S. Supre 
Court; Chief Jastice Taney, on behalf of the majority 
the Court, pronounces judgment ^6 March), reversing i 
judgment of the District Court and directing the dismis 
of the suit for want of jurisdiction ; he "calls attention to t 
fact that negro slaves had no rights either before or after t 
adoption of the Constitution, that they have always been cc 
sidered property, and cannot be naturalized as citizens. 

Employes of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad go on a stri" 
(29 April), and for Several days have stubborn fights with t 
police guarding the -nikoad property; the Governor issueg 
proclamation and ca.iN uut the State troops to quell the riots. 

The combination of tlie Central American States agaii 
Walker's Nicaragua] i Government proves effective; he is coi 

Silled to smrender the remainder of his ai-my, 20 May, 
Ivas, and with a few personal followei-s is saved by Co 
modore Davis, U. S. Navy; landing at New Orleans he beg! 
fitting out another expedition, and (25 Nov.) effects a landing 
^wmsL Arenas, where (3 Dec.) he is seized, with his army 
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333 men, by Commodore Paulding, U. S. Navy, and taken to 
Hew York. 

The lines of canals and railroads constnicted by the State 
of Pennsylvania, at a cost of upwards of $12,000,000, to con- 
nect Philadelphia with Pittsburg (1831), are sold to the Pennsyl- 
vania Raih-oad Company, 25 June, for |7,500,000. 

By Act of the Legislature, the Police Deimrtment of New 
York is transferred from the City to the State authorities; Mayor 
Wood determines to test the constitutionality of the Act and to 
resist its execution; he refuses to siurender police property or 
to disband the old force; conflicts ensue between the officers of 
the Metropolitan and the Municipal Police; the Seventh Regi- 
ment stops at the City Hall while on its way to take the boat for 
Boston, and quells a riot there; Gen. Sand ford orders nine 
reffiments under arms to pres?erve the peace; the Metropolitan 
Pwice Act is declared constitutional (1 July) by the Court of 
Appeals; on the evening of the 3<i, the city is plunged into the 
wildest disorder; the Dead Rabbits and the Bowery Boys begin 
a series of street fights in Bayard Street; the rioters drive off 
the police and baiTicade the streets; the Seventh Regiment is 
summoned home by telegraph, and all the militia are ordered 
out; the riot is quelled in the afternoon (4), but breaks out 
a^ain tlie next day, when the militia disperses the crowd; fur- 
ther outbreaks occur (13, 14), which the iK)lice sui)pres8. 

The U. S. S. frigate Niagara^ attended by the Susquehanna, 
detailed to lay one half of the Atlantic Cable, and the British 
frigate Agamemnon, attended by four men-of-war, detailed to 
lay the other half, receive their allotted quantity of wire; the 
Niagara lands the end of lier cable at Valentia Bay, Aug. 6, 
and sets sail for mid-ocean, where the si)lice with the Agamefn- 
7u?n portion is to be made; during a heavy swell (11) the wu-e on 
the Niagara breaks and 400 miles' length of it is lost. ^ 

A gi'eat financial storm breaks ujmn the country; the Ohio 
Life and Trust Comi)any suspends, 24 Aug., for the enormous 
sum of $7,000,000; this is followed bv the susi^ension of the 
Pliiladelphia banks (25, 26 Sep.), and a general suspension 
In Pennsylvania, Maiyland, the District of Columbia, and 
Rhode Island; a i-un upon the banks leads the New York 
Legislature, 13, 14 Oct., to authorize a susi)ension of specie 
payments by the banks for one year; the city banks resume 
payment, 24 Dec, and on tlie same day the Massachusetts 
banks suspend; tlie "panic becomes univei*sal throughout the 
country, thousands of manufactories an compelled to stop 
work, and prompt measures are taken in the large cities to 
relieve the suffering of the unemployed and to guard against 
bread riots; the fauures during the j'^ear amount to 5,123, and 
tlie liabilities to $291,750,000. 

A national emancipation society is formed at Cleveland, O., 
26 Aug., for thepm'pose of endeavoring to suppress slavery by 
getting the Government to purchase and liberate all slaves. 

The steamer Central America leaves Havana for New York, 
with 600 persons on board, 8 Sep.; the vessel springs a leak in 
a heavy storm (11), and pH hands have to work for their lives; 
• passing vessel taJkes oL about IOC persons (12)> and shortly 
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tSSn, afta w miib fiw steamer goes down suddenlj wiOi Ofcr 400 
■ooSy beades treasure estmnted at oicr SS^OOO^WO. 

AneangTantpartjof 136penoi».proTldedwftfaaIltlie m 
of aj^ricultiiral fife, camps at Moantain Meadow, at the soath 
of Salt Lake TaDej, Utah, Sep.; sbortlj afterwards thqr ar 
sialted bj Indiazisaiid some whites, sakl to be Mormons imde 
directioa of John D. Lee, and compelled to smrender all 1 
propertj; starting on thor retom to Cedar CitT, thej are 
denly surprised, and 130 of their number are killed. 

Pk^sident Buchanan sends a large body of V. Sw troo{ 
Utah to compri an obeerrance of tb^ laws bj tfie Mormons, 
appoints Alfred Gumming and Ju«ige Eckels, Goremor 
Chief Justice re^iectirelj; Brigfaam Young prepares to i 
the militarj, and warns all bodies of armed men gainst ei 
Ing the territorr; the U. S- Grand Jury indicts Young a 
number of the Mormon learten for hi^srh treason. 

The fir^ Session of the 35ch Congress opens, 7 I 
James L. Or, Democrat, of S. C. » elected ^[)«iker ol 
House, over Galusha A. Grow, Republican, of Penn.; ic 
Message, the President recommentls a bankrupt law for bar 
institutions, a railroad to the Puific, and the establlshme 
a Territorial Government over Arizona, incorporadng w 
portions of New Mexico. 

G^. Walker, of Kansas, resigns his position, 15 Dec. 
election for Totinf upon tlie slaTerj clauses of the Lecon 
Constitution is heSi, 21, the Free-State men not Todn^; the 
etitution with slaYery receires 6,1-13 Totes, and the Constit 
without slavery, 5(t9. 

The national expenses for the Tear amount to $71,274 
the debt is f29,0e0.396; the value of imports, f^^, 141 
of exports, f862,9<>0,606. 
185B. The Territorial L^islature of Kansas:, convened by ord< 
Gov. Stanton. Iia«l provide«l foran elevtion to be held 4 Jan. 
results in 138 votes for the Constitution with slavery, 24 fc 
ConsEtitution without slavery-. aikI 10,^236 against the Constitv 
cm the same day State Officers, a Representative to Con{ 
and a Le^Iature are chosen under the Lecompton Con 
tion, the Free S^^te Party again declining to vote. 

President Buctta».>.in ]»rivate)y commends Commodore P 
faig for arresting the fillibii'«ter AVaiker, but (7 Jan.) pul 
condemns him in a mess:i«re to Congress for violatin; 
sovereignty of a foreign nation; Walker is released from a 
and proceeils to Mobile to organize Ills third expe^Btion. 

Messrs. f^lnistead and Vaux begin the work of beauti 
Central Park, April. 

A bill, which practically agrees \o admit Kansas as a 
Immediately with slavery, but otherwise denies admission 
ttie pop>ilation reaches 93,340, passes botti Houses of Con 
30 April. 

An understanding is reacheil (Mardi) ?. imfoi the new 
emor of Utah and the Mormon leaders, i xx b*x ')ommis8 
from the President, offering pardon to a.'* Ifonicms wh 
labaiit to Federal authority, arrive in ^11 j'adK CSty, Ma 
''Cbnrdi" accepts the offer, and pescels^opidnHifly roe 
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SB. By Act of Congress, 11 May, Minnesota is admitted Into tli» 
Union as a State, with an area of 83.531 square miles. 

The United Presbyterian Uliurcli is formed in Pittsburg, 
Penn., 2G May, by a consolidation of the Associate and the 
Associate lieformed Cliurches of North America. 

Most of the conferences of tiie Methodist Protestant Church 
become intensely anti-slavery; they demand of the General Con- 
ference which meets in Lynchburg, Va., in May, such legisla- 
lation as shall exclude slaveholders from the communion of the 
Church; as the General Conference refuses to comply, nineteen 
annual conferences send delegates to a convention which meets 
iu Springfteld, ()., 10 Nov., when all comnmnioation is suspended 
with other portions of the Church so long a^ they countenance 
slavery. Subsequently these conferences secede from the 
Methodist Protestant Church, and with a number of other non- 
Episcopai Methodist bodies organize "The Methodist Church." 

The U. S. and British war- vessels sail from Plymouth Sound, 
England, with a new cable on board, 10 June; they meet witli 
heavy weather, but (26) make the splice; it parts almost immedU 
' ately, and a second splicing (28) luis the same fate, the cable 
breaking twice on the JMagara and oiice (29) on the Agamem- 
noTt; both vessels put back to Queenstown, whence they sail, 
17 July; a splice is made in a few days, and tlie vessels part, the 
Agamemnan and Fc<^r<?u« heading for Ireland, and the Niagara 
and Gorgon for Newfoundland; landings are made (4, 5 Aug.), 
and messages are exchanged througli the cable between Queen 
Victoria and President Buchanan, 16; the achievement is cele- 
brated in New York, 1 Sep. by tlie grandest demonstration 
heretofore seen. 

The remauis of President Monroe are removed from the 
Marble Cemetery, New York, 3 July, and escorted to Richmond, 
Va., by the Seventh Regiment. 

Determined that their shores shall no longer be used for 

quarantine purposes, the populace of Staten Island organize 

' tiiemselves, and, marching to the hospital building at Castieton, 

remove the sick from the wards, cbive off the omcei's, and bturn 

ail the buildings. 

Cooper Institute, erected by Peter Cooper, at a cost of over 
$600,000^ for the puii^ose of furnishing populai* histi'uctlou 
free, is thrown open to the public. 

The Lecompton Constitution in Kansas is rejected in a special 
election, 2 Aug., the vote on the proi)osition of Congress and 
admission being 1,788 for, to 11,088 against. 

Archbishop Hughes lays the corner-stone of the new Roman 
Catholic Cathedi*al, on Fifth Avenue, New York, 15 Aug. 

While attempting to fumigate the steamer Austria, bound 
from Hamburg to New York, with 425 passengers and 113 officers 
and crew on board, 13 Sep. the vessel takes fii*e and gets beyond 
contix)l; ninety-nine persons are saved by passing vessels, but 
the rest are lost by drowning and theilames. 

Tlie famous Crystal Palace, in New York, is destroyed by Are, 
together with a inch collection of the FaU* of the Ameiicaa 
IiStitute, on exliibition, 5 Oct. 
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195d« A mail conveyed overland from San Francisco In a little ksi 
ttian twenty-four days, reache? St. Louis, Mo., 9 Oct. 

An effoit is made during the sunnncr to re-open the Africai 
slave trade, a number of native Africans being lauded ontU 
Southern coast and placed at once in bondage. 

Duilng the year, the Legislatme of New York enacts the 
every slave brought involuntarily within its borders shall be 8< 
free, and the Legislatm^es of Maine, Massachusetts, Connect 
cut, Michigan, and Wisconsin pass ** personal liberty laws, 
sti'ongly favoring the freedom of the slave. 

Congress convenes 6 Dec.; the Pi*esident states tliat the coi 
troversy between the U. S. and Great Britain relating to tl 
right of search has been amicably settled; that if Cuba can 1 
acquired the slave-trade will instantly disappear; and that t] 
condition of the Treasury demands an increase of duties, * 
' which he recommends specific instead of ad valorem duties. 

The gold fever is stimulated by the discovery of the metal 
Pike's Peak, Col. 

The national expenfecs for the year amount to $82,002,18 
the debt is |44,910,777; the value of miports, $282,613,450^ a; 
of expoits, $324,644,421. ' 

t859a The Kansas Legislature convenes in Jan., and passes an Amnes 
Act by which the various prosecutions for political offeno 
which have been begun hi the south-eastern counties ai 
stopped; a bill to abolisli and prohibit slavery is passed, andth 
new Governor (Samuel Medary, of O.) vetoes it; an election i 
held in March, when the proposed Constitutional Convention ha 
a majority ot nearly 4000 votes; a RepublicJtn Convention i 
held at Osawatomie, 18 May, for the purpose of organizin 
a Republican Party; the Constitutional Convention assemble 
5 July, and adjourns 27, after adopting a constitution, all th 
Democrats present voting agauist it; this constitution, whic 
prohibits slavery, is ratified at a popular election (Oct.) by 
majority of 4000; a TeiTitorial election for Membei'S of tl 
Legislature and a Delegate to Confess is held in Nov., whe 
the Republican candidate for Delegate and a majoiityof tk 
Republican candidates for the Legislature are elected; und* 
the new constitution Republican State officers and a Delegate ' 
Congiess are elected 6 Dec, by a majority of about 3000, 

By Act of Congress, 14 Feb., Oiegon is admitted as a Sta. 
into the Union, with an area of 95,274 square miles. 

John Brown, an enthusiastic anti-slavery man, leads a par 
of slaves from Missomi to freedom in Canada; he crosses tl 
line at Detroit, 12 March, and assembles a seciet convention • 
negroes and sympathetic whites at Chatham, Canada West, 
May, by whom ** a provisional constitution and ordinances i< 
the people of the United States,'* drafted by Brown, ai 
adopted. Brown, being chosen commander-in-chief, returns t 
the U. S. and enters upon his scheme to liberate the slaves; h 
makes a contract in Collinsville. Conn., for 1000 pikes, 8 June 
and in the early part of July, he rents a farm near Harper' 
Ferry, Va.; he decides to strike the first blow against slaver 
on the night of 24 Oct., but changes his mind; on the evenin 
•f Sunday, 16 Oct. • he moves bis force of sevente^^n wlute and fl\ 
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colored men into the villa^ of Harper's Ferry, extinguishes 
ttie lights in the streets, takes possession of the workshops and 
offices of the national armory, seizes the three guards and the 
watchman at the Potomac bridge, and posts a guard of armed 
men on the bridge; on the following day Brown arrests all the 
dtizens who appear in the streets, offering to ransom them at a 
slave a piece, and proclaims his mission to be to " free the 
slaves by the authority of God Almighty; '* the news of the 
seizure spreads rapidly; Gov. Wise communicates with tlie 
Gk>vernment, and calls out the militia; Brown's force in the 
armory building is attacked by the citizens and compelled to flee 
to the engine-house; Col. Robert E. Lee reaches the scene in 
the afternoon with G<)vernment troops, and storms the engine- 
house early the next morning;- after a brief struggle, in whicli 
Brown is wounded in sevenu places, the insurgents are cai)- 
tored; Brown, wlio had expected a general rising of the slaves 
at his approach, is indicted for exciting slaves to insurrection 
and for treason and murder; he is found guilty 29 Oct., and is 
hanged at Charlestown, Va., 2 Dec, in the presence of nearly 
8000 militia and an immense concourse of people; Cook, Cop- 
poc,. Copeland, and Green are hanged, 16 Dec, and Stevens 
and Hazlitt condemned to be hanged on the 16 March, 1860; 
five whites and one colored man effect their escape. 

Up to 80 Sep., the Government has disposed of 888,858,825 
acres of public land, of which 147,088,273 have been sold for 
cash, $180,619,638, and 241,770,052 donated in grants toindl- 
vidualff, corporations, and States, 70,000,000 being for school 
purposes, and 50,000,000 for raihx>ads and internal improve- 
ments. 

Adelina Patti makes her dibut in opera in New York, 24 
November. 

The 86th Congress assembles 5 Dec; the Senate Is strongly 
democratic but the House has no clear majority for any paity; 
directly aftisr the opening of the Senate, Mr. Mason, of Va,, 
submits a resolution for the appointment of a committee to 
investigate the matter commonly known as ** John Brown's 
raid into Virginia; " this brings on a bitter political discussion, 
liaving slavery and State rights for its keynote, and is prolonged 
to jihe 14th, when the resolution is adopted. In the House, just 
as a second ballot is about being taken for Speaker, Mr. J. B. 
Clark, of Mo., proposes a preamble and resolution, charging 
certain nominees for the Speakership with havuig recommended 
Helper's " Impending Crisis," and declaring the doctrines of 
the bookinsmi-ectionary; this, too, precipitates a lengthy debate 
on the slavery question, and complicates the contest fcr Speaker; 
on the 27 Dec, the House being still unorganized, the President 
sends his Message to each body; for several days John Sher- 
man, of Ohio, receives votes lacking from three to Ave of a 
majority; but the Democrats and Americans will not unite, and 
the Anti-Lecompton or Douglas Democrats will not support an 
administration man. 

Col« E. L. Drake, of New Haven, Conn^ sinks the first wel 
for petroleum by boring at Titusville^ Oil Creek, Penn. 



192 Btstory of the VhUed StaUa. 



Photo-lithography is introduced for the purpose of publidifa 
maps in colors. 

The national expenses for the year amount to $83,678,64 
the debt is |58,754,699; the value of imports, $388,768,180; ai 
of exiwrts, $350,789,641. 
1800. Immediately after the holiday recess, the House resumes fl 
slavery discussion and the contest for Speaker; Mr. Smith, < 
N. C, receives almost the whole democratic vote, 27 Jan., tl 
ballot being: Sherman, 106; Smith, 112; Corwin, 4; scatterin 
6; Mr. Sherman withdraws his name (30), and the republicai 
nominate William Pennington, N. J., wlio receives 115 votes, < 
three ballots, to 118 for Mi*. Smith: the democrats substitute < 
A. McClemand, 111., for Mr. Smith (31), and the eight week 
fitru^gjle terminates, 1 Feb., when Mr. Pennington receives tl 
requisite number of votes, 117 to 85 for Mr. McClemand. 

The main building of the Pemberton Cotton Mills, at La^ 
rence, Mass., suddenly falls to the ground, 10 Jan., carryi] 
with it all the machinery and several hundred operatives; a fi 
breaks out in the ruins while eflfoi-ts are being made to extrics 
the dying and wounded, throwing the city into great consterr 
tion; it w subsequently ascertained that 117 oi)eratives we 
killed, and 112 severely and 200 more or less wounded, whi 
of 89 others no tidings could be gathered. ^ 

Mr. Coode, of Penn., throws a firebrand into the House, 
March, by introducing two resolutions for the appohitment c 
a committee to investigate whether the President or any oth€ 
officer of the Government has, by money, patronage, or othc 
improi^er means, sought to influence the action of Congress c 
any committee thereof, for or against the passage of any la^ 
appertaining to the rights of any Teiiitory, and also to invest 
gate the charges of iini)roper use of money to carry electioi 
and the reported Post-office and Navy-yard abuses; the resoli 
tions, after considerable opposition, are adopted, when (29) tt 
President protests against the resolutions as violating his co: 
fititutional rights and Unmunities; the committee makes t 
elaborate report (June). 

Ambassadoi*s sent from the Emperor of Japan to ratify Coi 
modore Peiry's treaty arrive at San Francisco, in the U. 
Powhatan, 27 March; they are publicly received by the Sta 
authorities, 2 April; they proceed to Washington tia New Yo 
in the U. S. S. Roanoke, and are presented to tlie President, 
whom they deliver the treaty for formal ratification. May; aF 
a series of brilliant receptions they return to New York, Ivh^ 
they are escorted to their hotel by the National Guard and - 
honored with a grand ball at Niblo's Garden, 18 June; tk 
embark on the U. S. S. Niagara for Japan, 29. 

The Democratic National Convention assembles at Charl 
ton, S.C., 23 April, and organizes on the following day with C^ 
Gushing, Mass., as president; several jilatfoims ai-e introduc 
27, andrefened; the platform modified by Mr. Samuels, lof 
is adopted, 30, whereupon the Alabama delegation leport tl 
they are insti-ucted not to acquiesce in or submit to any "sqiw 
ter sovereignty* platfoorm, but to withraw from the Conv« 
tfoo ir case such a one should be adopted, and they acoordJof 
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1800, take their lea^e; the delegations from Mississippi, Louisiana 
(except two), S*>utli Carolina, Florida, Texius, Arkansas (a pail), 
and Georgia follow the example; after flfty-seven ballotings, 
in which Senator Donglas received from 145^ to 152i votes, and 
Mr. Gutluie, of Ky., the next highest, 60^, the Convention 
adiourns, 3 May, to mei^t in Haltimore, 18 June; the seceding 
delegates assemble in 8t. Andrew's Hall, and after adoi)ting 
the platform reported by Mr. Avery, adjourn to meet in liich- 
iiiond, 11 June. 

A Cbnstitutional Union (late American) Convention is lield In 
-' Baltimore, 9 May, under the presidency of Washington Hunt, 
N. Y.; the platform is embraced in the resolution, that it is 
the part both of patriotism and of duty to recognize no i>olitical 
principle other than the constitution of the country, the union 
of the States, and the enforcomoiit of the laws; John Boll, of 
Tenn., is nominated for Fresident, with Edward Everett, of 
Mass., for Vice-l*resident. 

At the Re])ublican National Convention, which assembles in 
Cliicago, 16 May, ail the Free States and the Slave States of 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and Mi-iSouri, the Territoiies of 
Kansas and Nel>raska, and the District of Columbisi are repre- 
sented; George Ashnuni, Mass., is chosen president; the plat- 
form declares that the maintenance of the i)rinciples promul- 
gated in the Declaration of Independence and the Federal Con- 
stitution, is essential to the preservation of our lle[)ublican 
institutions, and conpratulatt^s the country that no licpublican 
Member of Congress has uttered or countenanced tlio threats of 
disunion: the Convention decides to nominate by a majority 
vote, and proceeds to ballot, 18; thr(;e ballots are taken, in whieli 
William 11. S^jward and Abraham Lincoln receive the highest 
number of votes, the latter on tiie third ballot coming within 
two and a half voters of the requisite number; changes are made 
until Mr. Lincoln has »->54 of the 400 votes, when his nomina- 
tion is made unanimous; Hannibal Ilamlln, Me., is nominated 
for Vice-President on a second ballot, receiving 807 votes to 99 
for all others. « ^ 

The seceders from the Charleston Convention meet at Rich- 
mond, 11 June, and adjourn to Baltimore, holding their final 
meeting, 28; twenty-one States are rei)resented; Cideb Cusldng 
is chosen president; tiie Convention adopts Mr. Avery's Char- 
leston platform, and nominates John C. Breckenridge, of Ky., 
for President, with Gen. Jos(;ph Lane, Or., for Vice-President. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the National Democratic Conven- 
tion re-assembles in Baltimore, 18 June; Benjandn F. Butler, 
Mass., announces the determhiation of a majoiity of the dele- 
gates from his State to withdraw, and creates a sensation by the 
reason, that he will not sit in a convention where the African 
slave-trade is api)rovingly advocated; on the firet ballot. Senator 
Douglas has 173^ votes; Guthrie, 10; lii-eckenndg:e, 5; scatter- 
ing, 8: on the second, Douglas has 18H; Breckenridge, 7i;and 
Guthrie, 6i; whereupon a resolution is adopted formally nom- 
inating Douglas for President; Benjamin Fitzpatrick, Ala., 
i0 nominated for Vice-President, but subsequently declineei 
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I860, when the National Committee substitutes Herschel Y. Johnso 
Ga. 

William Walker again starts with an expedition to Cent 
America^ he lands on the Island. of Kuatan, 25 June, and 
Tnixillo two days later; he issues a proclamation announci 
kSa mission and prepares for an active cami)aign; tlie Fi'eside 
of Honduras, at the head of an army of 700 uien, appears, 
Aug.; at the same time the commander of a British war-ves 
in Sie harbor orders Walker to rethe; lie obeys and takes 
the coast, where he is captured 3 Sep., taken to»Truxillo, tr 
by comt-maitial, condemned, and shot (12 Sep.). 

The famous steamship Qreat Eastern arrives at New Y 
from England, 28 June, and, mooring in the NoiiJiRivei 
open to public inspection for several weeks. 

H. K.H., tlie Prince of Wales reaches Newfoundland, 
July, and after making an extended torn* tlu-ough Brr 
America, enters the U. S. at Detroit, 21 Sep., and goes to Wj 
ington as the guest of the President (3-7 Oct.); he reaches^ 
York City, 11, and is most enthusiastically received by 
military (7000 troops) and civil authorities; a gi*and ball ( 
and an inmionse torchlight procession (13) are given in 
honor; he visits the West Point Academy (15), is entertai 
by the Governor at Albany, and by the State authorities ; 
citizens of Massachusetts, at Boston, and takes his depaitur< 
a British man-of-war from Portland, Me., 20. 

Among the other notable visitoi^ of the summer are 
Prince de Joinville, uncle of the Comte de PJlris and the I 
de Chartres, and Lady Franklhi, the latter coming particuls 
to thank the i>eople of the U.S. for the interest they have sho 
for her unfortunate husband, the lost Arctic explorer. 

A number of slaves are captmed by U. S. naval vesi 
during the summer, olf Cuba, and some 1700 slaves are qi 
tered at Key West pendhig arrangements to send then 
Liberia: the U. S. S. Mohican captures a single slaver off 
coast 01 Africa, with over 800 slaves on board. 

Central Park, New York, is thrown open to the public. 

The dawn of this eventful year had found the whole cour 
astir with the gravest political excitement. It is election year, 
the choice of the next President assumes all the importanc 
a crisis. Tlie destinies of America are in the balance. Polil 
parties are strangely divided. Up to this time there Iiad b 
two great parties, "Democrats" and **Kepubliians"; tl 
become sub-divided into four parties. There are the **Soi 
ern Democrats" led by John C. Bi eckenridge; and the *'Noitl 
Democrats" with Stephen A. Douglas at tlieir head. Tl 
two 1 a •li.is had quarreled becaii-eDouglas claimed that aTenil 
had a right to vote that slavery should not exist withh 
boundaries if a majority of the people so willed it. On tli: 
third party arose, known as the "Union and Constituti* 
Paity," or the ** Bell-Everetts," as they were called from 
names of their leadei-s, John Bell and Edward Everett-' 
, fourth party is the " Republican " party — ^the party thuti 
Tears before had fought with such intense enthusiasm top 
Gen. John C* l^VSmont, the dauntless Pathfinder of Ibe Bo 
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1900. Mountains, at tlie head of tiie nation. An election campakfn 
unrivalled in the history of America ensues; on both si^s 
orators of tlie highest order take the platform, the pulpit, and 
the stump. Such men as Wendell Phillips, Henry Ward Beo- 
cher, and William Lloyd Gariison come out flat-footed as 
Abolitionists; and on the other hand such men as William L. 
Gancey urge the Southern symi)athizei's " by one organized, 
concerted action, to precijntjite the Cotton States into revolution." 
Throughout the campaign the idea of Secession as .a result of 
the election of Abraliam Lincoln is discussed freely in speeches, 
at public meetings, and in the press of certain districts. The 
idea, at first merely hinted, steadilj' gains ground, and mcusures 
looking toward such an alternative are carefully considered. 
The Southerners inveigh loudly against what they call North- 
em duplicity; their complaint being that, while the Republicans 
profess that their anxl(;ty Is that Slavery should not be per- 
mitted in any new State or Territoiy, they are In ideality intent 
on destroying the Slave-system of the South, the system by 
which the chief industrit^s of the South, the sugar and cotton 
culture, are conducted. As the day of election draws near, 
the conflict waxes more fierce; the South openly declares 
through her Senators and Congressmen, through her news- 
papers, and In public and private meetings, that ** tlie die is now 
cast, " and that if the Republicans elect their President, the 
"South will go out of the Union." 

Aft(;r a campaign of tremendous excitement in all parts of 
Union, the Presidential election (7 Nov.) shows the following 
vital results: popular vote, Lincoln and Hamblin, 1,857,610; 
Douglas and Johnson, 1,291,574; Breckenrldge and Lane, 850,- 
082; Bell atid Even^tt, 640,124; electoral vote, Lmcoln, 180; 
Breckenrldge, 72; Bell, 39; Douglas, 12. 

Tlic Slave-States are said to be almost as much elated as the 
Republicans. The way Is now clear for Secession. By pre- 
vious arrangement the S. Carolina Legislature is In session 
in Nov., when Lincoln is elected, and is the first to take 
action in the din^ction of open rebellion; a BUI is introduced 
(10 Nov.) to raise und equip 10,000 volunteers, and (10 Nov.) 
a Convention is ordered to consider the question of Secession. 
The Georgia Legislature votes $1,000,000 to arm the State, 
and orders a Convention (18 Nov.); the Louisiana Legislature 
meets in extra session (10 Dec), votes to elect a Convention, 
and appropriates $500,000 to arm the State. The S. Carolina 
Convention meets (17 Dec.) at Columbia, S. C, with D. P. 
Jamison as president, and unanimously adopts an. ordinance 
of Secession, 20. The State seizes (28 Dec.) the Custom 
House, the Post Oflice, and the Arsenal, occupies Casle 
rmckney and Fort Mo^^tric, adopts (31 Dec.) an oath of 
abjuration and allegiance, sends Commissioners to the other 
Slave-States with a view to form a Southern Confederacy. 

The gi*eat chain of railways from Maine to Louisiana is com- 

Sleted (Jan.), making a continuous railway of over 2,000 miles, 
rom Bangor to New Orleans. - 

The New York World makes Its first appearance (June). 
This year is remarkable for the growth of the petroleMO 
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18W. business; the Alleghany River valley becomeg a wOdern 
oil derricks; it is estimated that in Pennsylvania alom 
wells are bored. 

The national exy)enses for the ^ar amount to $77,0£ 
the debt is $64,769,703; the value of imix)rts, |362,162,54: 
of exix)rts, $400,122,296. 
18t5l. The year opens witli dark forbodlngs. Trade is gen 
depressed. 1'he greatest anxiety prevails concerning 
affairs. Gov. Ellis, of N. C, takes iwssession of Fort ^ 
at Beaufort (2 Jan.), the works at Wilmington, and the 
Arsenal at Fayetteville. On the same day, troops from G 
seize Forts Pulaski and Jackson, and the U. S. Arsei 
Savannah. 

National Fast-day by proclamation of the President (4 
Observed generally by Noith and Border States, but s 
cantly disregarded by the South. Fort Morgan, at the i 
of Mobile Harbor, and the U. S. Arsenal at Mobile, are seiz 
State troops at the command of Gov. Moore, of Ala. The 
vention of South Carolina agiees to send delegates to the 
coming "General Congress of the Seceding States." 

Steamer Star of theWeat is chartered and sent from New 
to Fort Sumter, to reinforce Major Anderson (5 Jan.). I 
Carolina Convention adjourns. 

State Conventions of Alabama and Mississippi meet (7 J 
meeting of the Legislatures of Tennessee and Virginia. Sei 
Toombs makes his famous secession speech. 

Forts Johnson and Caswell are seized (8 Jan.); Secrc 
Tliompson retires from the Interior Department. 

Fii-st shot of the Rebellion fired (9 Jan.); the Star of the 
arrives off Charleston and is fired upon by the foils on ¥ 
Island, and driven back to sea. Mississippi secedes froi 
Union; the Convention passes the ordinance of Secessic 
84 to 15. Florida secedes by a vote of 62 to 7 (10 Jan.). 
bama secedes, the ordinance passing by 61 to 89 (11 J 
Seizure of U. S. Arsenal at Baton Rouge, Ports Phillip 
Jackson, and Port Pickens on Lake Ponchaitrain, by Louis 
New York Legislature votes to offer the President the v 
military power of the .State for the support of the Constitu 

The Pensacola Navy Yard Is seized by rebels, and the c 
Leicis Cass is seized at New Orleans (12 Jan.). 

The S. Carolina Legislature declares that any attempt t 
inforce Fort Sumter would be accepted as an act of wa 
Jan.). The Senators from IMississippi withdraw from 
Senate. 

In the Senate, Mr. Clark's resolution that the Constiti 
ought to be preserved find Sp.oession put '.''^wn^ [g carrie 
opi)osition to the Crittenden OouiproBiise (10 Jaxu). Arki 
and Missouri vote to hold a Convention. Mai.-Gten. San 
of N. Y. City, tenders the President the services of the 
Division of T'OOO men for any service he may desire. Col Ha 
in the name of Gov. Pickens, demands of the Presklen 
surrender of Fort Sumter; the Pi-esidcnt refuses to reco| 
tjbe Col. in any official capacity* 
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ML Batteries commanding the' Mississippi are erected at Vicks- 
burg (17 Jan.). 

Georgia secedes, adopting the ordinance of Secession hy 208 
to 89 ad Jan.). 

Alabama members of Congress resign, in consequence of 
which Jefferson Davis leaves tlie Senate (21 Jan.). 

The Louisiana Legislature passes tlie Secession ordinance by 
113 to 17 (26 Jan.). 

The Texas Convention pa<53 the ordinance of Secession by 
166 to 7 (1 Feb.). Seizure of the ^Mint and Custom House at 
New Orleans (1). 

Tlie Delegates of the ** Free and Independent Sovereignties," 
as the Seceding States call tluMnscives, meet at Montgomery, 
Ala. (4 Feb.), to organize a Confed(Mute Government. Howell 
Cobb is chosen chairman. On the same day, ex-President 
Tyler presides over a Peace Congress In Washuigton. The 
Montgomery Convention organize a provisional government 
(9 Feb.), under the title of **The Confederate States of America.' * 
Jeflferson Davis, of Mississippi, is elected President, and Alex- 
ander If. Stephens, of Georgia, Vice-President. 

Abraham Lincoln leaves nis home in Springfield, for Wash- 
ington (11 Feb.); many of his i)ersonal friends accompany hhn 
/ to the depot, where he gives a brief address that is as simple as 

Impressive. 

The electoral vote is counted (13 Feb.^, and Lincoln and 
Handin are officially declared elected. 

Jeffei*son Davis is inaugurated President of the Confederate 

States of America (18 Feb.); be appoints his Cabinet (21 Feb.): 

Toombs, Secretary of State; Memminger, Secretary of the 

Treasury; L. P. Walker, Secretary of War, Several New 

' York vessels are seized by order of the Gov. of Georgia. 

Abraham Lincoln travels by night from liarrisburg to Wash- 
ington, to prevent an aptioipated outrage in Baltimore (22 Feb.), 
Gen. Twiggs surrendei-s Government property in Texas, 
amounting to the sum of $ 1 ,200,000, to the Confederacy (23 Feb.), 
and is exiKjlled from the army (1 March). 

Abraham Lincoln is inaugurated President (4 March). The 
' oath of ofliee is administered ty Chief Justice Taney. In his 
inaugural address, Lincoln expresses kindly feelings towaid the 
people of every portion of the Kepublic; announces his deter- 
mination to administer the Government impartially for the j)ro- 
tection of every citizen and every interest; but at the same time 
declares that he will enforce the laws, protecting public prop- 
erty, and re-possess that which had been seized by insurgente. 
Notwithstandiiig the unsettled state of affairs, the usual 
pageant of an Inauguration Ball is seen in the evening 
T^.: Zt^JtZ Ccn^ention declares Texas out of the Unioi* (4). 
P.'6Stddnt Lino )ln sends the following nominations for his 
Cabindl; to the Senate (5 March): William ii. Seward, N. Y., 
Secretary of State; Salmon P. Chase, Ohio, Secretary of tlie 
Tteasmryt Simon Cameron, Penn., Secretary of War; Gideon 
Wells, CTonn., Secretiuy of the l^avy; Caleb Smith, Ind., 
Secretary of tlie Interior; Montgomery Blair, Md., Postmaster- 
General; aud Edward Bates^ Mo*, Attorney-General; tbenouk 
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IB61. inatlous arc confumed by the Seuate. Gen. Beanr^ard ta 
command of the Rebel forces at Chailegton (5). 

The vote of Louisiana for and against Secession Is publisl 
(28 May): for Secession, 20,448; against, 17,296. 

The Virginia Convention refuses by a vote of 89 to 45 to ff 
mit a Secession ordinance to the people (4 April), 

Gen. Beauregard demands the surrender of Fort Sumter 
April), to whii'h Anderson replies that he will evacuate ' 
fort in five days if he receives no supplies from his Gove 
ment. Feais aie entertained concerning the possible seizure 
Washington ; troops are posted all about the Capitol, and 
oath of tidelity is administered to the men. 

The Civil war begins (12 April); Gen. Beauregard at 4:3C 
m., oj)ens fire with lo heavy guns and 17 mortars on Fort Su 
ter. The fort is defended by about 70 men, who fight valiant 
in the hoi e that the naval expedition which they knew li 
been sent for their relief may arrive in time to raise the sei 
But a heavy storm prevents the succor arriving iu time. 1 
rebels fiie at intervals all througli the night, but Sumter 
mains silent. 

About 7 o'clock, a. m. (15 April), Fort Sumter opens fi 
In two houis the quarters of the officers are all in a blaze; 
10 o'clock the flag is shot down; by noon the whole fort is 
fire, and the gravest anxieties are expressed concerning t 
guni)owder stored in the fortj 90 barrels are rolled into these 
and now, hopeless of aid, without provisions, and utterly po' 
erless, Major Anderson agrees to evacuate tlie fort. Senat 
\Viofall ))ears the flag of truce. 

Major Anderson and his men march out of Fort Sumter ( 
April) bearing the torn flag, the whole garrison retiring to t' 

government vessels hovering outside the harbor. Tneys; 
umediately to New York. 

The news of the bombardment and surrender of Foitbu: 
ter creates the wildest excitement (15 April). President Lincc 
Issues a proclamation calling for 75,000 volunteei-s to repr^ 
the rebellion. He also commands all rebels to return to pet 
and loyalt> in 20 days. All the country is in a fever of W 
unrest. The Legislature of New York meets and votes 30,C 
men and $3,000,000 to put down the rebellion. The Secrete 
of War issues a lequisition to the several States to Bend th 
prescribed quotas of the sinews of war. In every city, tov 
and village in the Free-labor States, the banner of the Unio» 
raised. Public meetings are held, and every indication ismaniJ 
that the country at large realizes that the long-dreaded ci" 
bas come. The Secetlers are no less enthusiastic. Geor^ 
thftC«rolinas, and Virginia ring with the cry, **0n to Wash* 
lOaoI" X^egiments are formed every wliere to resist •ny atte< 
to for. e the seceded States back into the Union. Le JKwy P"- 
'^BSkiLT, Jefl'eison Davis's Secretary of \Var, prophecies O 
oemlng the Confedeiate flag: **The flag that now flaunti ^ 
breeze here will float over the dome of the old Capitol 
Washington uefoi e tlie first of May. Let tliem tiy SoutliC 
Cavalry, and test the extent of Southern resourcei%a2jrl It DM 
Moat eventually over Fanevdl Hall, in Bostoiu'' 
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M* In the Virginia Convcntien It Is resolved (17 Ai)n1) in secret 866- 
tfon, by a vote of 60 to 63, to gubinit tlie Seo(;ssion Ordinance 
to the people. Jefferson Davis issu(^s a proclamation offering 
Letters of Marqu^ and Reprisal to all who wisii to engage in 
privateering. 

Tlie loyal troops passing t1n*ongli Baltimore on their way to 
Wasliington ai'e assailed by a fierce and angry mob (19 April). 
After bearing for a thne a storm of paving-stones and other 
deadly missiles, the 6tli Massachnsetts Kegmient, under com- 
mand of tlieir Colonel, fire on the mob. A scene of inilescribable 
confusion ensues. Two soldiers are killed and 7 woimded, 
while 11 rioters are killed and many woinidcd. The Mayor of 
Baltimore infoi-ms the Presid(Mit that no more troops can jiass 
thi'ougli Baltimore without fighting their way. The steamer 
Star ofiJie West is sciz(3d off Indianola, Texas, by Confederates 
under tiie conunand of Col. Van Dorn. President Lincoln 
issues a proclamation by which the poitsof 8. CarolinajFlorida, 
Georgia, Mississipi>i, Louisijuia, and Texas are declared to be 
in a state of blockade (19). 

A gieat mivss ine<»tuig is hold in New York, under tiie presi- 
denc}'' of John A. Dix (20 April); Major Andenson is ijresent. 

The P^ederal Government takes possession of the Philadelpliia 
and Baltimore Railroad (21 April). 

The Ai*senal at Harper's Ferry is burned by its garrison (21 
April). 

Governor Letcher proclaims Virginia a member of the Soutli- 
ern Confederacy (25 April). 

President Lincoln includes Virginia and N. Carolina in the 
blockade (27 Aprin. 

The Maryland House of Delegates vote against Secession, 63 
to 13 (29 April). 

The Connecticut Legislature votes |2,000,000 for public 
defense (3 May). 

Pi-esident Lincohi emails for 42,000 three-yeai-s' volunteers, 
22,000 troops for the regular army to serve ** during the war," 
and 18,000 men for the navy (3 Alay). 

Tennessee secedes (6 May). 

Nl Carolina secedes (,0 May). 

Thirteen thousand troops cioss the Potomac into Virginia (24 
May). Alexandria is occupied by Federal troops. Col. Ells- 
worth is shot and killed by Jackson, at Alexandria, and Jackson 
Is killed by a soldier of Ellsworth's. Arlington Heights are oc- 
cupied by Union troops. Gen. Butler declarer all slaves con- 
traband of war. All postal service in the seceded States is 
suspended. 

Hon. S. A. Douglas dies in Cliicago (3 June'); he was born at 
Brandon, Vt., 23 April, 1813. 

Tlie Battle of Big Bethel is fought (10 June), and Major Win- 
throp Is kdled; the Union troops under General Pierce ai© 
repulsed. 

A Fast-day is observed in the Rebel States (18 June). 

The Confederates evacuate Harper's Ferry, after destroy ifig 
all available property (14 June). 

A Western Ya. ConyentioD unanimously votes its Inclwm- 



200 JBitUyry of the OnUed StcOa. 

1861. denca of the goccdiiig goition of the States (IV Jnne% 8b 
secedcrs are killed in a street tight in St. Louis. At the Battle of 
Booneville, Mo., the Kebels are routed "with a loss of 50 (1T\, 
General Patterson crosses the Potomac at Williamsport (17 June). 

Genital McClellan assumes command of tlie army in Westerq 
Virginia (20 June). 

1 oi-ty-eight locomotives belonging to the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad, valued at |720,000, are destroyed by the Confeder* 
atcs (23 June). Balloon reconnaissances commence, 23. 

1'he Secession vote in Virginia (25 June) stands 128,884 for 
Secession, 82,134 against. 

Iowa votes a war loan of $600,000 (25). 

In a skirmish at Patterson's Creek, Va., 17 Ck)nfederates and 
1 Union man are kilhid (20 JumV). 

The fli-st war loan of the U.S. Government is asked for, $250,- 
000,000 (I July). At the battle at Buckhannon, Va., tlie Con- 
federates are routed, with 23 killed and 200 prisoners (1 July). 
Skirmish at Falling Water, Va. (1 July). 

Congress moots in extra session (4 July). New Hampshu^ 
votes a 11,000,000 loan for the war (4). A great Umon meeting 
Is held in San Francisco (4). 

At the battle of Caitiiage, Mo., the Rebels lose 850 killed and 
wounded. 

The Western Depariment, consistino^ of Illinois and the 
States and Teiritories west of the Missi8sii>pi and east of tlie 
Rocky Mountains, is put under the command of General J. C. 
Fremont, with headquartei-s at St. Louis (6 July). 

At the battle of Carrickford, Va., General Garnett is killed 
(18J. President Lincoln is authorized to call out tlie militia, 
ana accej^t the services of 500,000 men (13). 

The fii-st skirmish of Bull's Run takes place (18 July) at 
Blackburn's Ford, between Union troops under General Tyler, 
and Confederates under General Beauregard: after thi'ee hours' 
hard lighting, Gen. Tyler ordei-s his men to fall back to Centi*e- 
ville; the Union loss is 19 killed, 88 wounded, and 26 missuig. 

The Confederate Congress nicers at Richmond (20 July). 

The celebrated battle of Bull's Run is fought (21 July); Gen. 
Beauregard lies at Manassas with a Confederate force variously 
estimated at from 80,000 to 40,000 men. His position Is on tlie 
banks of a little stream in a nanow woodetl valley, the ground 
rising on either side into "blulTs" crowned with fi*equen( 
patches of dense wood . G en . McDowell, with an army of not less 
than 18,000^men, fords the nanow stream, and at about 10 
o'clock in the morning commences the attack) from the heiglits 
on the northern bank of the stream, the Federal army plays 
upon the Confederate troopS; and the battle spreads far into ttie 
»,, — .,,,,n„a- woods. After fighting for ten hours, the Union 
army U ontlie point of winning the day, when an miaccount- 
fible panic seizes the troops, and nearly the whole Federal force 
retreats towai-d Washington in the utmost disorder. The Union 
losses are 479 killed, 1011 wounded, and 1500 prisoners; Beau- 
regard reports the Confederate losses at 893 killed and 1200 
wounded. The Southernei-s are exultant at this victory, and 
IVjIPBrd It ai an omen ot thQt^i^xv:^^*!! ^cil >2ek&V(^iMiM» 
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m. General McClellan Ib placed hi command of the Potomac 
army (23 July). The tliree-Qioutlis' volunteers begui to return 
home (23 July). 

The Confederates reti'eat from Harper's Feny to Leesburg 
(1 Aug.). Gen. McClellan commences to reorganize thf Fed- 
eral army (1 Aug.). 

Tlie war-tax and tariff hills are passed by Congress (3 
Aug.) ; 500,000 men are to be raised. The battle of Duff 
Spnn^, Mo., is fought (2); tho^Confederate losses are 40 killed 
and 44 wounded ; the Union losses, 8 killed and 30 wounded. 
Fort Fillmore, New Mexico, is traitorously surrendered by 
Major Lynde with 750 men (2). Confederate vessels and stores 
are sunk in Pokomoke Sound (2). 

Congress passes the Confiscation Bill, and the bill for raising 
♦20,000,000 by direct taxation (3 Aug.]. 

Galveston is bombardeil (5 Aug.). At the battle of Athens, 
Mo., the Confederates are defeated with a loss of 40 men (5). 

The extra session of Congress closes (O Aug.). 

The battle of Wilson's Creek, near Springlit3ld, Mo., is fought 
(10 Aug.); Gen. Lyon, with 5300 men, attacks 24,000 Uonfecfer- 
ates under McCuUoch; Geii. Lyons is killed while heading a 
charge; the Confed(;rate loss is 430 killed and 1300 wounded; 
Union loss, 263 killed, and 731 wounded. 

President Lincoln appoints 20 Sep. as a fast-day (13 Aug.>. 

The 7th Ohio regiment are surprised by the enemy durmg 
breakfast liour, but galLantly fight their way out (36 Aug.). 

The Kentucky Legislature meets (3 Sep.); in the Senate the 
vote is 27 for Union and 11 for Secession; in the House, 76 for 
tjnion and 24 for Secession. 

Massaci'e on the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad (3 Sep.). 
The bridge at Platte is burned, and 17 lives are lost. 

President Lincoln makes certain modifications in Fremont's 
Emancipation proclatnation (11 Sep.). 

General Fremont takes the field in the cause of the Union (27 
Sep.). Skirmishes take place at many places without any great 
loss on either side. Within one week. Black River, Gowans- 
vUle, Tuscrombia, Osceola, Papinsville, Hunter, Shanghae, in 
Missouri; Columbus, Barboursville, Ellcott's Mills, Smithland, 
Lucas Bend, and liopkinsville, in Kentucky; and Romney, 
Catoctin Mountain, Lewinsville, Chapmanville, Munson's Hill, 
and Great Falls, in Virginia, become scenes of conflict. 

Fifteen hundred Confederates attack Wilson's Zouaves at 
Santa Rosa Island (9 Oct.); the Zouaves, with the help of Fort 
Pickens, win the day. 

The Confederate Ironclad Merrimae makes its first appear- 
ance in sight of Fort Monroe (7 Oct.). The Confederate 
Steamer Theodore, with Mason and Slideil on t oard, escax^es 
from Cliarleston, S. C. 

Gen. Fremont and Secretary Cameron hold a conference. An 
attempt is made to burn the blockading fieet lying at the mouth 
of ttie Mississippi; the Confederate ram is disabled. 

Beoretary Seward sends a circular to the Gk>yemors of States 
V^fdvkdng Hea-coast and lake defences (14 Oct.). 
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1861. The Confederates aio defeated at Linn Creek, Mo. (15 Oct.). 
Tlie battle of Etlward's Ferry is fought (21 Oct.); Gen. Stone's 
division of 1500 men are attacked by double their number dur- 
ing a reconnaisance on tlie Potomac, After a fierce contest the 
Union men are driven back, and re-crossing the river in great 
confusion, many are drowned. 

Major Zagonyi, with part of Gen. Fremont's body-guard, 
malces a gallant charge upon and utterly routs a Confederate 
force of 2000 at Springfield, Mo. (26 Oct.). 

The second naval expedition, consisting of 80 vessels and 
15,000 men, sails from Fortress Monioe (29 Oct.). Tlie naval 
forces are under Commodore Dupont; the land forces under 
Gen. Sherman. 

Lieut.-Gen. Scott resigns as Conmiander-in-Chief of the 
aniiies of the U. S. (31 Oct.); Gen. McClellan is appomted in his 
place (1 Nov.). 

A pai ty in Missouri pass an ordinance of Secession (2 Nov.). 

Maj.-Gen. Fremont is removed from his command (2 Nov.), 
and is succeeded by Gen. Hunter in the connnand of the West- 
em Department. Gen . Fremont returns to St. Louis, and is 
received there with the most enthusiavStic tokens of regard. 

Capt. Wilkes, of the U. S. Navy, on the San Jacinto^ stops 
the British mail-steamer Trent, and takes off Mason and Slidell, 
the Confederate Commissioners, as prisoners (8 Nov.), and takes 
tliem to Boston (19 Nov.). 

Gen. Fremont's staff are dismissed (12 Nov.). 

The Confederate Congi-ess meets at Richmond (18 Nov.). 

Mason and Slidell are placed in Fort Warren (24 Nov.). 

A party in Kentucky ]'ass an ordinance of Secession (30 Nov.). 

Gen. McClellan directs the observance of the Sabbath in all 
the camps of the II. S. Army (30 Nov.). 

Lord Lyons, the British Minister at Washington, isinstnicted 
by the British Government (30 Nov.) to leave America within 7 
days, unless the U. S. Government consent to the unconditional 
liberation of Mason and Slidell. 

Jefferson Davis is elected President of the Confederate States 
for six years (30). 

Congress votes thanks to Capt. Wilkes for capturing Mason 
and Slidell (2 Dec); the foreign envoys at Washington protest 
against this act (3 Dec). 

News comes from England of a strong feeling concerning the 
arrest of Mason and Slidell (15 Dec); the attitude assumed is 
threatening; troops are sent to Canada by the British Govern- 
ment as a precaution against militaiy trouble. 

Mason and Slidell are surrendered to the British Minister, 
Lord Lyons (27 Dec). 

Banks in New York and elsewhere suspend cash pavments 
(30 Dec). 

The national expenses for the 3'ear are 185,387,318 ; tiie debt 
is 190,867,828; the imports are $345,650,153 : and the exports, 
$228,699,486. 

. Hason and Slidell leave Fort Warren and sail for Eagland onliio 
British steamer Einaldo (1 Jan.). 
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1808. Waldo P. Johnson and Trustan Polk, of Missouri, are expelled 
from the Senate (10). 

Simon Cameron resigns his position as Secretary of War (11 
Jan.); E. M. Stanton is api)ointed in his place. A gunboat 
action takes place near Columbus, Ky. (11). The Confederates 
bum the bridpjes on the Louisville and Nashville Kailroad (11). 

Thomas defeats the Confederates at Mill Springs, or Somer- 
set, Ky. : the Confederate General, Zollicoffer, is killed (19). 

The Federals sink hulks filled with stone in the channels of 
Charleston Harbor (23 Jan.). 

Tlie Federal Government decides tliat the crews of all captured 

privateers are to be regarded as })rLsonei*s of war (3 PYb.). The 

uonfederate steamer Nashville is ordered to leave Southampton 

harbor, Eng.; the U. S. steamer Tiiscarora endeavora to fol- 

-»* low, but is stopped by an English frigate. 

Commodore Foote,with 7 gunboats, attacks Foi-t Heniy on the 
Tennessee River; the Confederate commander. Gen. Tilghman, 
sun-enders the fort unconditionally (0 Feb.). 

Gten. Burnside captures 6 forts on Roanoke Island (7, 8 Feb.). 

Elizabeth City, N. C, is surrendered to Gen. Burnside's 
forces (10 Feb.). 

Grant captures Fort Doiielson, with 15,000 prisoners (16 Feb.). 

The Confederate Congress meets at Richmond (19 Feb.). 

Grant captures Nashville, Tenn. (23 Feb.). 

Jeflferson Davis is inaugurated at Richmond as President, and 
A. H. Stephens, as Vice-President, of the Southern Confederacy 
(22 Febi-uaiy). 

Congress passes an Act for the additional issue of Treasury 
Notes (22 Feb.); by it, §^10,000,000 in notes of less than $5 are 
authorized in addition to the $50,000,000 previously authorized. 

President Lincoln approves the Legal Tender Act passed by 
Congress (25 Feb.); by it, the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized to issue notes of not less than |5 to the amount of 
$150,000,000, not beai-ing interest, payable in Washington and 
New York, the notes to be legal tender for all debts, public 
and private, and to be received and paid by the Government 
for all purposes except duties on imjwrts and mterest on the 
public debt; those to be paid in gold. 

The Confederates evacuate Columbus (27 Feb.). The Fed- 
erals occupy Charlestown, Va. (28 Feb.). 

Two Union gunboats and a Confederate battery have a fight 
at Pittsburg Landing (1 March). 

The Confederate iron-plated steamer MerrimaCy in Hampton 
Roads, sinks the Federal ship Cumberland, and compels the 
Congress to suiTcnder (8 March); but is repulsed by the Federal 
iron-clad floathig battery Monitor (9 March), 

Gen. McClellan takes command of the Army of the Potomac 
M. March); Gen, p>emont of the Mountain Department, and 
Gen..Halleck of the Mississippi (11). 

A severe battle commences at l^ittsburg Landing between die 
Federals under Grant and the Confederates under Johnston and 
Beauregard; and Grant is driven from his position with severe 
loss (6 April). With the aid of Gen. Buell's reinforcements j 
GraM^recaptures (7 April) the camps from which he had beer •* 
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1862, driven. Over 100,000 men are engaged in this sanguinary 
battle, and about 10,000 are killed and wounded on eaSi side, 
Gen, Johnston being among the killed. 

Congiess passes a bill abolisliing slavery in the District of 
Columbia (11 April); the Act provides for a Commission to 
remunerate loyal owners; not over $300 a slave is to be paid; 
and $1,000,000 is appropriated for the purpose; $100,000 are 
also appropriated for their colonization. An Act is also passed 
abolishing Slaverv in the " Territories of the United States." 

The taking of New Orleans (24 AprilJ by a naval force under 
Commodore Farragut, aided by aiaiia force under Gen. But- 
ler, is one of the most remarkable exploits of this eventful vear. 
The city is strongly defended; 75 miles below it are two rfrong 
forts; and below these a chain is stretched across the river with 
earth- works at each end; between the forts and the chain 
are 5 rafts filled with inflammable material, besides 18 guuboats, 
an iron-clad floating battery, and an iron ram. Commodore 
Fan*agut cannonades the forts in vain, but saves his vessels from 
the burning rafts by seizing and exthiguishinff each as it floats 
^ down. At last he decides to attempt to run by the forts with 
-^ his fleet. lie accordingly gets underway, and while the foils, 
the steamers, and the battery fill pour their fire upon the fleet, 
it steams steadily up the river till all danger is passed; the Union 
vessel Varnna alone sinks or disables 6 Confederate steamers; 
Farragut anchors off the quarantine station (24 April); and takes 
possession of New Orleans (25), • 

Gen. Butler enters New Orleans with a land-force and pi-o- 
claims martial law (1 May). 

Morgan, the Guerrilla Chief, captures the U^'lon troops at 
Pulaski, Tenn. (2 May). 

President Lincoln visits Fortress l^Ionroe (6 May). 

The Confederates evacuate Pensacola and destroy the Navy- 
yard (9 May). Battle at Farmington, Miss. (9). Gen. Hunter 
issues his emancipation proclamation (9). 

The iron-clad steamer Mcnimnc is blown up by the Confed- 
erates to prevent its capture by the Union forces (11 May). 

Natchez, Miss., surrenders to Farragut (12 May). 

The Confederates are defeated and driven across the Chicka- 
hominy, at Bottom Bridge (17 May). 

The Se ward-Lyons treaty between Great Britain and the U. 
S. for the suppression of the slave-trade is ratified (20 May). 

General Pope is assigned to the command of the Ai-my or 
Virginia (26 June). 1 he Confederates, under Gen, Robeit E. 
Lee, attack McClellan's right wing at Mechanicsvllle (26). 

President Lincoln gives approval to an Act of Conffress grant- 
ing aid for the constniction of a railroad from the Missouri to 
the Pacific Oc^an (1 July); the Act gmnts a subsidy of $16,000 
in Government bonds per mile, for the poitlon between the 
Missouri and the base of the Rocky Mountains : $48,000 a mile 
for a distance of 150 miles through the KocKles; $82,000 per 
mile between the Rocky Moimtains and the Sierra Nevada; 
^,000 per mile across that ran fi:e; and $82,000 per mile for the 
[ CbUifornia section. The Act also grants to the Co. a right of 

^' way 400 feet in width for the whole distance, and a gnmt cf 
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1862. 12,800 acres of land oirthe lino of the road, for eac^Jpalle of 
the railway constructed. 

President Lincoln, in response to the official requests of the 
Governoi-aof 18 States, calls for 300,000 volunteers (IJuly). The 
battle of Malvern Hills closes a seven days' struggle with the 
repulse of the Confederates (1). 

Gren. Halleck is appointed Commander of all the land-forces 
of the U. S. (It July). 

The Confederates capture Cynthiana, Ky. (17). President 
Lincoln sanctions a bill contiscating the property and emanci- 
pating the slaves of all persons who shall continue in arms 
against the Union for 60 days (17). 

Skirmish with sliglit loss to the Union forces at Memphis," 
Tenn. (19). 

Gen. Halleck ordei*3 Gen. McClellan to evacuate the Peninsula 
of Virginia (3 Aug.). 

Tiie War Department isaues an order (4 Aug.) for a di*aft of 
800,000 more men for the service of the U. S., to serve for nine 
months, unless previously discharged; it is also directed that if 
any State shall not by the X5th bf August furnish its quota of 
"" men, by volunteers, ttie deflciency shall be made up by a 

special draft from the militia. 

Gren. liobert McCook is murdered by Confederates, while 
wounded and riding in an ambulance (5 Aug.). Gen. J. C 
Breckenridge makes an unsuccessful attack on Baton Rouge, 
La. (5). 

The Habeas Corpus Act is ordered to be suspended (8 Aug.). 
Orders are also issued for the arrest of all persons found dis- 
couraging enlistments, proiiibiting the issuance of passports, 
and enjoniing newspaper coiTespondents from accompanying 
the armies (8). 

Battle of Cedar Mountain (9 Aug.). 

The Confederates are defeated and driven back in their 
attempt to cross the Rapidan (16). 

The Army of the Potomac evacuates Harrison Landing (16). 

Gen. Wright is placed in command of the Department of the 
Ohio (19). 

The Confederates get possession of Manassas (26). 

The Federals are defeated at the second battle of Bull Run, 
and retreat under cover of the night (30). 

The terri])le battle of Chantilly is fought in the midst of a 
thund«r-storm (1 Sep.); Gen. Kearney is shot by a Confederate 
soldier of whom he made some enquiry by mistake, supposing 
him to be a Union soldier: Gren. Stevens is also killed. Gen. 
Buriiaide's army evacuate Fredericksburg (1). Union tiH)ops 
svH' .ate Lexington, Ky. (1). The Confederates are exi)ected 
cc- Xitack Louisville (1), and there is great excitement ui Cin- 
cinnati. 

Gen. Lee, flushed with success, crosses tlip Potomac with his 
army (5 Sep.), and marches to Frederick, the bands playing 
*^' Maryland, my Maryland." Gren. Bragg enters Keutacky on 
bto^rand raid (5). 

l^e Confederates occupy Frederick (6). 

Tiie Alabama captures the whaler Ocmulgee (0). 
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1862. Gen. Banks is assigned to the command of the fortzOcationft 
in and around Wtishiiigton (7). Gen. McClellan take« the field 
at the liead of tlie Army of tlie Potomac (7). Cumbdrland Gap 
is evaou?jted by tlie Fedeials (7). 

Tlie Confederates evacuate Frederick (9). 

McClellan enters Frederick (12), and secures a copy of Lee's 
ordei*s to march; finding from tlie enemy's plans that Harper's 
Ferry is threatened, he moves slowly after their main body (12). 

Lee, at bay, takes a strong position behind Antietam Creek 
(14); a desperate struggle ensues at the Bridge, and both forces 
are nearly destroyed; reinforcements come up, and Harper's 
Ferry surrenders (ir); the Confederates attemijt to blockade 
the Ohio (15): and then re-cross the Potomac into Virginia (18). 

President Lincohi issues his Emancipation Proclamation (2^3 
Sep.) : " That on the first day of January, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight iiundred and sixty-three, all persons 
held as slaves within any State, the people whereof shall then 
be in rebelUon against the United States, shall be then, thence- 
forth, and forever free ; and the Executive Government of the 
United States, including tlie military and naval authority 
thereof, will recognize and maintain tlie freedom of such per- 
sons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any 
of them, in any effort they may make for their personal free- 
dom." The President expounds the meaning of this proclama- 
tion in the following Message to Congress: ** In giving freedom 
to the slave, we iissure freedom to the free, honorable alike 
in what we give, and what we preserve. We shall nobly save, 
or meanly lose, the last best hope of earth. The way is plain, 
peaceful, glorious, just — a way which, if followed, the world 
will forevei' applaud, and God must forever bless." 

The slaves having been decided (Dred Scott's case) to be 
property, could be confis(jate<l by the army, the same as any 
other property, as '* contraband of war," and had been so de- 
clared by Gen. Butler. After the capture and confiscation of 
this propei-ty, the question of its disposition became an embar- 
rassing one to the generals in the field, and this proclamation 
made the captured slave a freedman. The proclamation ap- 
plied only to slaves owned by persons in rebellion, captured 
and brought within the federal lines; but its political effect was 
to commit the Republican party to an emancipation policy. 

A Convention of loyal Governors is held at Alteona, Penn 
(24 Sep.). 

President Lincoln visits McClellan's army and m-ges an im- 
mediate movement across the '*otomac (1 Oct.); Gen. Buell's 
army leaves Louisville (1), 

The battle of Coi-inth (3). 

Drafting takes place in Boston and Baltimore (15). 

Gen. McClellan is relieved of the command of the Army of 
the Potomac (5 Nov.), and is succeeded by Gen. Bum8id(t.(5). 

President Lincoln enjoins on the forces the orderly obisery. 
ance of the Sabbath (16). 

A general order is Issued by the Government for the release 
of allState prisonei-s (23 Nov.). 
^^ Gen. Banks's expeuitiou sails for New Orleans (6 Dee^Jb 
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Fredericksburg Is bombarded by the Uulon troops (11 Dec.), 
under cover of which tliey cross tfie liappahannock. 

Gen. Banks supersedes Gen^ Butler at New Orleans (14 Dec). 

The Sioux Indians, becoming dissatisfied with the payment of 
money claimed by them, take tiie war-patli (20 Dec); Little 
Crow andotbcr Chiefs perpetrate barbarous outrages in Dakota, 
Iowa, and Minnesota; hundreds of tlie inliabitants are butch- 
ered; and tfiousands, driven from their homes, see all they 
possess burned by these remorseless wretdies. Tlie savages 
are finally routed. Thirty-nine of tliem are tried, condemned 
to death, and hanged at Mankato, Minnesota (26 Dec). 

The year closes darkly; in some parts of the Southern States 
especially, domestic life begins to feel the pitiless etfecta of 
civil strife. The money issued by the Confederate Govern- 
ment lias steadily depreciated in value. Flour brings $40 per 
barrel; salt $1 i)er lb.; a pair of boots, $50. Woolen clothing is 
scarce, and the army depend largely on captures from the 
more ample Feileral stores. A spool of thread camCito bo worth 
|20, a i)ound of sugar, $75, and a ix)und of black-pepper, $300; 
coffee was a fabulous price, and ground-beans became almost 
equally costly; butter, eggs, and white bread became luxuries 
even for the rich. 

The national expenses for the year are $570,841,700; the debt 
is $514,211,371; the imports are $205,771,739; and the expoi-ts, 
$213,069,519. 

1863. President Lincoln issues his Emancipation ProclamaMon (1 Jan.J, 
announced in Sep., 1802. It specifies Arkansas, Texas, Loui- 
siana (certain parishes excepted), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, 
Greorgia, S. Camlina, N. Carolina, and Virjjinia (West Virginia 
and other portions excepted) as the Rebellious States to which 
the proclamation applies. The excepted parts are for the time 
being left precisely as if the proclamation had hot been issued. 
It continues: *'Ido order and declare that all persons held aa 
slaves within said States or parts of States are and henceforth 
shall be free, and that the Executive Government of the United 
y States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will 

- recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons. And I 

hereby enjoin upon the people so declared free, to abstain from 
all violence, unless in necessary self-defence; and I recommend 
to them that in all cases when allowed, they labor for reiison- 
able wages. And I further declare and make known that such 
persons of suitable condition will be received into the ai*fned 
semceof the United States, to garrison forts, positions, stations, 
and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in saitl service. 
And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, 
warranted by the Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke 
the considerate judgment of mankind and the favor of Almighty 
God." The number of slaves made free by this proclamation 
is about 3,120,000. . ^ 

Galveston, Texas, is captured by thst^onfederates under Gen. 
Magruder (1 Jan.); the gunboat Harriet Lane is captured, the 
W€stfield is blown up. Commander Kenshaw is killed, and the 
Union garrison of 800 are captured. 
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1868. The Confeclerates commence their retreat from Mui^es 
(3 Jan.). I'lia Federal army withdraws from befdro V 
burg (3). 

A battle is fonght at Springfield, Mo., lasting 10 hou 
Jan.); losses equal. Union forces from Yorktown, Va., ii 
a raid to tlie Pamunky Kiver, destroy the ferryboat, a stea 
and the railroad depot, and return without loss (8). 

Gen. Burnside is relieved of the command of the Ann 
the Potomac (28 Jan.), and Gen. Hooker is appointed in 
place. Gen. Sumner and Gen. Fi-anklin are also rell 
from duty in the Army of the Potomac (28). A steamer 
80Q.Confederates are captured near Van Buren, Mo. (28). 

Tlie Charleston blockading fleet is attacked from the ha 
by three iron-clad steamers, and the Mercedita is sunk (31). 

The Federal ram Queeen of the West runs the blockad 
Vicksburg (2 Feb.). The negi'O brigade take Jacksonville, 
(2). Mai. -Gen. Burnside is appointed to command the De] 
«ent of the Ohio (2). 

Mortar boats open fire upon Vicksburg (18 Feb.). A disl 
State Convention at Frankfort, Ky., is dispersed by 
military (18). 

President Lincoln sanctions (3 March) a Financial Bill w^ 
has passed Congi-ess, the fii*st section of \^hich authoi 
a loan of $300,000,000 for the current fisc4il year, for wl 
bonds are to be issued, payable at such times as the Se 
tary of the Treasury may elect, at not less than 10 and notr 
thai! 40 years. A further clause ])rovidcs for the issui 
Treasury Notes to the amount of $400,000,000, to run not n 
than tin-ee years, to bear interest at six i)er cent.,andto be 1 
tender. Fractional cuiTency is to be issued to the amouu 
$50,000,000. 

The exigencies of the war render the passing of the "Cons'c: 
tion Act"a necessity (12 March). 15y this Act, all able-bodied it 
citizens, and all pei*sons of foreign biith who have declared tl 
intention of becoming citizens, and who have voted, betw< 
the ages of 20 and 45, are made liable to be called into thei 
vice of the country, unless specially excepted. The exceptit 
include the physically or mentally incapable^ the only son 
a widow, or of infirm parents requiring their son's labor 
actual support; the only brother of children without fathei 
mother, under twelve, dependent on hhn for support; and 
father of motherless children under twelve dependent on 1 
for support. The conscripts are divided into two class 
First, all below 35 years of age, and all unmanied pel's 
between 35 and 45; second, riiamed pei-sons be,tweeii 85 1 
45. The second class are not to be called into the sei'vice 
the first class are exhausted. It js estimated that, after all 
Ing for all exceptions, the President has 4,000,000 meft 
may aiU upon for service, llio Act also provides that any 
sor drafted may be discharged by payment of a sum, nof 
eeedinft $300. to bo-fixed by the Secretary of War. • 

Admiral Farragut, with seven of his fleet, pa.«^^ :'ort t 
son (14 March) after a flerce engagement, in w' be J£A 
§fppi is disabled, and then burned oy the Aciznira. jrden* 
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The Federal soldiers burn down tlie office of the Jeffersonian 
aewspaper, at Richmond, Ind. (15 March). 

Quantrell, the Guerrilla chief, attacks the Federals at Blue 
Springs, and wins a slight victory (33 Marcli). 

A party of bloclvatlc-runners are captured at Poplar Creek, 
Ind. (39 March). 

Aduih-al Fanagut, with the Hartford, Switzerland, and Albct' 
trass, engages and passes the grand Gulf batteries (1 April); he 
pursues liis course (3 Apiil) as far as Ked lliver, destroying 
Confederate gunboats. 

At Kichmond, Va., exasperated women create a bread riot 
(2 April). 

At the battle of Bay Techo, La. (14 April), the Confederates 
are defeated, and three of their gunboats, the Dianas Hart, and 
Q\i-een oftJie Wcst^ are destroyed. The Union loss is 350 men; 
■ the Confederate loss is not estimated. Gen. Foster escai)es from 
Washington, N. C, by running the Confederate blockade in 
the steamer Escort (14). 

Indians give trouble, and a great battle with them is fought 
at Medalia, Minn. '(10). 

Porter's fleet of 8 gunboats and several transports runs past 
tlie batteries at Vieksburg (10). 

The Confederates make a raid on Tompkinsville, Ky. (32 
April), and the Court-house is burned. In Cedar Co., Mo., the 
Guemllas under Quantrell seize 7 Federal cavalrymen, and 
after shameless treatment, kill them (33). The Union trooi)S 
rout the Confederates at Strasburg, Va., with a loss of 40 
men (33). 

Gen. (grant's army lauds near Port Gibson, Miss. (30 April); 
defeats the Confederates (1 May), taking 500 prisoners; and he 
beghis his march to Vieksburg. 

At Montieello, Ky., Gen. Carter, with 5000 men, attacks the 
Confederates under Pegram, and drives them from die Held with 
great slaughter (1 May). 

The 6th and 7th I Hi nols Cavalry, known as **Grierson's Raid- 
ers," reach liaton Konge, La. (3 May), having covered nearly 
800 miles in 10 days. Tliey had set out on the morning of 17th 
April, 900 strong, under the command of Col. Garrison, had 
marched through the center of Mississippi, destroying as they 
went railroads, bridges, and stores of all kinds belonging to 
the Confederates. At many i)oints in their adventurous march 
the enemy had made great attemi)ts to capture tiiem, but had 
failed. They bring into Baton Rouge over 1000 horses and 
many head of cattle; and are followed by a band of 500 
jubilant negroes. 

The battle of Chancellorsvillo takes place between the armies 
of Hooker and Lee (3 May); after a very fierce battle, in which 
the Illustrious *' Stonewall " Jackson is wounded, by mistake, 
by his own men, the Federals are checked. 

"Stonewall" Jackson dies at Richmond, Va. (^lO May), of 
wounds and pneumonia, aged 39. 

The ship West Flo lida'i^ run »s^\iorQ on Galveston Island by 
tba Offiosca ^nd JS^aJitadin (10). Y&zoo City, Miss., Is capturec* 
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1868. by gunboats (13): the Confederates flee, and property to the 
value $2,000,000 is destroyed. 

A battle between the Indians and Guerrillas is fought at 
Poiitaehula, and the Indian camp is utterly destroyed (1^. 

At the battle of Champion Hill, Miss., Grant drives the forces 
luider Pemborton as far as the Big Black River (16); and the 
Federals, under Grant and Porter, invest Vicksburg (18); they 
assault Vicksburg (22), and are repulsed after a veiy heavv 
fight. 

The Confederates arc defeated at Senatobia, Miss. (26). 

The gunboat Alert is accidentally biu'ned at Norfolk, Va.(31). 

Gen. Hunter is removed from the command of the Depart- 
ment of the South (1 June), and is succeeded by Gen. Gilmore. 

Gen. Buniside lays an embargo on the press, and prohibits 
the circulation in tlio Department of Ohio of the JV, Y, World 
and the Chicago Tinie^^ (2 June). 

Tlirco throusaud Confederate prisoners arrive at Indian- 
apolis (2).- 

President Lincoln revokes the ordera of Gen. Bumside con- 
cerning the N Y. Woi'ld and the Chicago Times (4). 

A large meeting of editors is held in New York, concerning 
the censorship of the press (9J. 

Lee marches into Maryland (15 June); gi*eat excitement pre- 
vails, and President Lincoln calls for 100,000 men to repel the 
Invasion. Lee advances as far north as Chambersburg (16); 
and Gen. Milroy makes another unsuccessful attack on Harper s 
Feny (16"). 

Federal cavalry under Col. Kilpatrick encounter Gten. Fitz- 
hugh Lee*s cavalry brigade neanAldie, Va. (17). 

Rear-Admiral Foote dies in New York City (26 June). 

General Hooker, at his own request, is relieved frc'~ the 
command of the Army of the Potomac (29 June), and is suc- 
ceeded by Gen. Meade. Gen. Rosecrans di*ives Gen. Bragg 
from Tullahoma (29). ' 

The terrible battle of Gettysburg begins ^1 July); Gen. Geo. 
G. Meade commands the Union forces, with an army of 80,000; 
Gen. Lee comnmnd? tiie Confederates, with an army equally 
great. This battle may be regarded as the turning-pohit of the 
wai*; Lee had resolved to hivade the North; he staked every- 
thing on this battle; his plans seemed to be perfect; and the 
valor of his men has not often been equalled in the annals of 
war. The magnificent charge of the Confederates is repulsed 
by the Federals; and after a loss of something like 20,0(K)men 
on each side, Lee retreats (3), and there is an end forever to any 
idea of invading the North. 

Gen. Grant negotiates with Gen. Pemberton for the siurender 
of Vicksburg, which up to this time has rendered the Missis- 
sippi impassable for vessels, and is regarded as the most impor- 
tant fortified place in the South-west, being on a high bluflf^ 
^ thorputjhly defended by batteries in all directions; ^i^nt de- 
mands its unconditional surrender (8J. 

The celebration of Inde\)eudence day is crowned by the ooii- 
qaeat of Gettysburg, and the «w\T«Gd«st cA. NNs^K^xa^V^ ^^a^ifl 
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with the forces under Pemberton's commaQd. Gren. Lea retrealB 
toward the Potomac. 

The terrible Draft Riots of New York break out (13 July), 
llie clause In tlie Draft Act whicli allowed a person drafted to 
purchase exemption for so small a sum as |$00 found little 
favor with the people at large, and the laboring classes especial- 
ly felt that this was a law for the rich against the poor. While 
a draft is in proffi-css in the Ninth District, New York, a district 
largely inhabited by working-peoi)le, an armed mob attacks the 
Drafting Oftice, evidently in accordance with a well-laid and 
well-organized plan. The news of the attack spreads through 
the city like wild-fire, and excited mobs assemble at every street 
comer. The fact that the militia regiments had been sent to 
Pennsylvania to withstand a Confeaerate invasion had been 
taken advantage of by the riotei*s; and the jwlice were wholly 
insufficient to defend the city, which was practically at the 
mercy of the mob. The fii*st point of attack is the Drafting 
Office; the drafting- wheel is broken to pieces, the lists are scat- 
tered, and the building is burned. The mob then assail the, 
negroes; and with cries of ** Down with the Abolitionists I 
Down with the nigger I Hurrah for Jeff Davis I *' the negroes 
are hunted down, bruised, hung to lamp-posts, and many, after 
being fearfully mutilated, are brutally killed; men, women, and 
cAiudren share a common fate. An asylum for colored children 
is sacked and burned, the ten'ified orphans fleeing for refuge to 
whatever shelter they could find. Gangs of desperadoes patrol 
the streets, levying contributions on i)as8ers-by, and ordering 
men of business to close their stores. This dreadful reign of 
ten*or is at last put to an end, but not till hundreds of lives have 
been lost and millions woilh of property has been destroyed. 
The draft is resumed. ^ 

President Lincoln, urged by reports of the brutal treatment 
to which the Federal soldTei-s are subjected by the Confederates, 
iasues an order for retaliation (30 July). Kentucky is again 
invaded (30). Kit Cai-son, with a part of the New Mexico 
regiment, defeats the Navajoe in a severe fighi beyond Fort 
Canby (30). 

Hostile Indians are defeated in Minnesota by Gen. Sibley 
(6 Aug.). 

President Lincoln rejects the demand for the suppression of 
the conscription in New York State (7 Aug.j. 

Quantrell, the Guerrilla chief, with 300 lollowers, surprises 
the town of Lawrence, Kan., in the middle of the night (20J. 
The town is set on fire, 183 buildings are burned to the ground, 
$2,000,000 worth of property is destroyed; 191 pei*8ons are 
Idlled and 581 wounded. Quantrell lost about 80 of hU blood- 
thh-sty associates. 

Pi'esiden*^ Lincoln suspends the Habeas Corpus Act (15 Sep.). 

The Department of the Cumberland and the Mississi|)pl are 
consolidated under Gen. Grant (20 Oct.). Gen. Rosecrans is 
sacceeded by Gen. Thompson (20). 

Union pi*isonei*s in a state of starvation arrive at Annapolis 
from Richmond (29 Oct.); others had died on the loumey. 

The first Fenian Convention is held in Chicago (7 Nov.). 
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1868. General Sherman's corps forms a Junction with Gen. Tliomat 
at Chattanooga (16 Nov.). 

The storming and capture of ** Lookout Mountain " (24 Nov.); 
Hooker's celelii-ated' ** fight above the clouds; " Gen. Bragg is 
defeated (24 Nov.). 

Gen. Longstreet commences the siege of Knoxville (4 Dec.). 

JefTei*6un Davis issues his annual message (7 Dec). U. o. 
Congi'ess re-assembles (7). 

Longstreet's soldiers begin to desert at the rate of from 20 
to 50 per day (23 Dec). 

The national expenses for the year are $895,796,030; the debt 
is 11,098,793,181; the imports are $252,919,920; and tlie exports, 
1305,884,998. 
1864. A great meeting is held at Cooper Institute, New York, to 
celebrate the First Anniversary of Freedom (I Jan.). 

Gen. Marston makes an extensive raid in Virginia, and cap- 
tures large quantiti(is of stores (12 Jan^. 

Scout reports are forwarded to the effect that 3000 Confeder- 
ates at Port Pelee, Canada, are ready for a dash on Johnson's 
Island (17 Jan.). 

An attempt is made to bum down the house of Jeff, Davis in 
Richmond (19 Jan.). 

President Lincoln orders a draft for 500,000 men (1 Feb.). 

A large number of prisoners, including Col. Streight, escape 
from Libby Prison, Richmond (9 Feb.). One thousand and 
twenty-five bales of cotton, worth |700,000, are burned atAVil- 
mington (9). The Confederates flee from JacksonvUlc, after 
burning a steamboat and 270 bales of cotton (9). 

Gen. \V. T. Sherman, with his trooj s, leaves Vicksburg ^3 
Feb.), and arrives at Meridian, Miss., on liis great i*aid into tlie 
heart of tho enemy's country (15 PVb.); he destroys the railway 
communications of the enemy and inucli stores. 

The Confederate Goveinment salt-works at St. Mark's, Fla., 
are destroyed by cunboats(l March). Gen. Thomas, roinfoived, 
inarches against Dalton (l^. 

Gen. Grant is api)ointcd to the command of all the armies (9 
March), under the title of Licut.-General. He plans two simul- 
taneous movements: one against Richmond, Va., by the Anny 
of the Potomac, under the command of Gen. M^^e: the other 
against Atlanta, Ga., under the direction of Gen, W. T. Sher- 
man, who undertakes to_ marcli an army across the interior of 
the rebellious Stat(is, from tiie mountains to theeea. 

The Governors of Ohio, Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Indi- 
ana offer to raise for the General Government 85,0M men for 
a hundred days (23 Ai)ril); the GoviMinnent accepts Uie offer 
(26 April), and api)roi)riate3 $20,000,000 for payment of the 
men. 

Grant's army moves across the Rapidan, toward Cliancellors- 
ville and the Wilderness (3 May). 

The Bill for Reconstruction is i)assed (4 May). 

A draft is ordered in Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Minnesota, Kentucky, and Maryland (5 May). 

Lee makes a scries of wnawc^e^lvA »XXak^'^qikmi the Federal 
forceft in the Wilderness (,5, ft,T,^A^A\»'»\b.tV%^^s^a!y[^t^kii 
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first two days, in the bloody fray that lasted from ^ i\r vttWn of 
the 6th to sunset of the 6th, 15,000 men on e^*m :4id':d are 
slaughtered. 

After the battle of Spottsylvania Court House (^13 May), 
Grant telegraphs to Lincoln that he proposes *' to light it out on 
this line, if it takes all summer." 

Sherman moves from Chattanooga, Tenn. (8 May), ot.* his 
advance to Atlanta. 

Nathaniel Hawthorne dies (16 May), aged 60. 

The S. Carolina Union Convention meets at Beaufort (17 
May). 

Ewell's attack on the Union baggage train in rear of Grant's 
right flank is repulsed (18 May). 

Battle near Dallas; Hooker drives the Confederates two miles; 
losses, 1500 men on each side (25). Grant crosses tlie Pamun- 
key, occupies Hanovertown (27), and reaches Mechanics- 
ville (30). 

Grant's and Lee's armies confront each other from Hanover 
Court House to Cold Harbor (31). 

A Confederate attack on Hancock's forces is repulsed (5 June), 

Marmaduke, with 3000 men, is defeated at Columbia, Ar* 
kansas (5). 

At the battle of Piedmont, Va., the Confederates lose 1500 
prisoners, 3 guns, 3000 stand of anus, and a great number of 
killed and wounded (5). 

The Philadelphia Sauitaiy Fair opens (7 June). 

Lincoln is re-noininated for President, and Andrew Johnson 
for Vice-President (8 June). 

Gen. Hancock drives the Confederates from Bottom Bridge 
at the point of the bayonet (12 June). 

The Fugitive-Slave Law is reiMjaled in the House of Bepre- 
fientatives (13 June). 

Gmnt's army crosses the James River (14 June). 

Gren, Leonidas Polk is killed at Pine Mountain, Gra. (14); 
Sherman advances toward Kenesaw (14). 

Confederate privateeis liave been for some tirpe verydestnio- 
tive to American merchant vessels; the Shenandoah has des- 
troyed 84 whale-ships In the Arctic Seas, and the ^^o^zmahas 
taken 65 vessels. The Alabama is attacked (19 June) by the U- 
S. S. Kearaarge, Captain Winslow, oflf Cherbourg, France. 
During the action, the two vessels steam at the rate of 7 miles 
an hour, and swing round one another in cycles so as to bring 
their broadsides to bear. After describhig 7 of these circles, 
and coming within a quarter of a mile of each other, the AUp- 
hama is sank, Captain Semmes and his men being picked up by 
an English yacht. 

Secretary Chase resigns (30 June), and Hon. William Fessen- 
den is appointed to fill the vacancy. 

The Confederates, under Early, invade Maryland (5 July). 

The Confederates take 6000 cattle and 1000 horses from 
Montgomery Co., and drive them into Virginia (15 July). 

Sherman's army crosses the Chattahoochee (16 July) In pur- 
suit of Johnston. Johnston is suoerseded bsr Geaeral Jotua B« 
Hood (18). 
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1864. Hood makes a desperate but unsuccessful attack on Shennan'f 
lines round Atlanta, losing not less than 20,000 killed, wounded, 
and prisonei-s (23 July) j Gen. McPherson is killed by a Con- 
federate at this battle. 1 he Louisiana 8tate Convention adopts 
the new Constitution abolisliing slavery (22). 

A mine containing six tons of powder, under a Confederate 
foit at Petersburg, explodes, destroying the fort and garrison 
(30 July). Chanibersbui-g, Pa., isbui-nt by the Confederates (30). 

Adnihal Farragut's fleet passes Forts Morgan and Gaines (5 
Aug.); tiio Confederate ram 2'emiessee is cajjtured, and several 
otlier vessels are destroyed; and Fort Gaines surrenders, and 
Fort 1*0 well is evacuated (5). 

Buttle of Sulphur Springs Bridge (11 Aug.). 

Gen. Grant seizes the Weldon liailroad (18 Aug.). 

Foi-t Morgan surrenders (28 Au^.). 

McClcllan is nominated for President by the National Demo- 
cratic Convention at Cliicago, and Geo. 11. Pendleton for Vice- 
President (29 Aug.). 

Federal troops take possession of Atlanta (2 Sep.). 

Mili^oy attacks 3000 Confederate cavaliy near Murfreesboro, 
Teun., and drives tlieni towards Triune (3 Sep.). Sheridan's 
Ai*my moves forward fioni Charleston (3). 

The Confederate General John Morgan is killed near Green- 
ville, Tenn. (7 Sep.). 

Sherman's army is concentrated at Atlanta (9 "Sep.). 

Grant drives picket lines across Plank Koad, and advances 
his permanent line half a mile (10). 

At the battle of Winchester, Sheridan captures 5000 prison- 
ers, all the wounded, and 5 guns (19 Sep.). llie steamer lUand 
Queen is captured and sunk on Lake Erie (19). 

Forrest cai)tures Athens, Ala., and forces 500 UnioR soldiers 
to sunender (20). 

Gen. Grant advances his lines on the north side of the James 
Elver K) within 7 miles of Richmond (28 Sep.). 

Tlie Confederates under Gen. Stej-llng Price Invade Mis- 
souri (28). 

At the battle of Strasbourg, Longstreet and Sheridan flght 
for three hours with no advantage on either side (12 Oct.). 

Sheridan defeats the Confederates at Cedar Creek (19). 

The town of St. Albans, Vt., about 15 miles from the Cana- 
dian frontier, is raided by armed Confederates (19 Oct.); they 
overpower the employes of three banks^ fire on and kill several 
pei-sonSy steal |200,000 in money, and, taking all the horses 
they can find in the streets or lively stables, escape to Ca. ada, 
where 13 of them are arrested (21). 

Detroit is alarmed (30 Oct.) by reports that a raid Is to be 
made on the city during the night; the soldiers are called out, 
and depots and pubho buildings are guarded, but no raid takes 
place. 

Union troops recapture Plymouth (31 Oct.). 

The Presidential election takes place (8 Nov.^; the Republican 
candidates, Abraham Lincoln, Ftesident, and Andrew John- 
son. Vice-President, are e\ecUi\»iftc»\N\w\^U\^ ftW<:toral yoteg ©f 
— States^ aid In a^ The Democg^i^M^ V^\-^ \aa>>iawiR\\v»asiMl 
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tM4* Gten. Gteorge B, McClellan for President, aud Geo. H. Pendleton 
for Vice-PresideDt. They secured only the votes of Now Jersey, 
Delaware, and Kentucky, 21 in all. McClellan resigns his com- 
mand in the army (8). 

General Sherman be^^ns (16 Nov.) his great march from 
Atlanta to the sea, tlie arniy of 60,000 advancing in two 
columns under Generals Howard and Slocuni, and largely sub- 
sisting on what could be found in the fertile country through 
which it passed. 

Battle of Pulaski (21 Nov.). The Confederates are defeated , 
at Liberty, La., losing 3 guns and 300 prisoners (21), 

At the battle of Franklin (30 Nov.), Hood is repulsed with a 
loss of 6000 men, guns, flags, and 1000 prisoners; the Union 
loss is 1500. 

The blockade of Norfolk, Feniandina, and Pcnsacola ceases 
(1 Dec). Gen. Banks resumes the command of the Gulf 
Department (1). 

The second session of the 38t]i Congress meets (5 Dec). 

live hundred Indians are killed near Fort Lyon, by Col. 
Chivington's force (9 Dec). 

Gen. Thomas defeats the Confederates under Gen. Hood 
near Nashville, Tenn. (14-16 Dec). 

Sherman storms Fort McAllister (13 Dec), and enters Savan- 
nah (21). 

General Butler ani Admii-al Porter are rei:)ulsed in an attack 
on Wilmington (24-25 Dec). 

The national expenses for the year, including payments on 
loans, are $1,298,144,656; the debt is $1,740,690,489; the im- 
ports are $329,562,895; and the exports, $320,035,199. 

1865. The bulkhead of the Dutch Gap Canal explodes (1 Jan.). The 
U. S. s\oo\j'Of'Wnr San Jdcin to is lost off tlie coast of Florida (1). 

Massachusetts mtilics the Constitutional Amendment (3 Jan.). 

Gen. Grierson arrives at Vicksburg ( 5 Jan.), having destroyed 
on his raid 70 miles of the Mobile and Ohio Kailroad, and 80 
miles of the Mississippi Central Railroad, and liaving captured 
600 ])risoners and 1000 contrabands. 

G6n. Sherman resumes his great march northward (6 June). 
Writing of this march, he says: ** Christmas found us at Sav- 
annah. Waiting there only long enough to fill our wagons, 
we began another march, which for i)ei'il, labor, and results, 
will compare with any ever made by an organized army. The 
floods of the Savannah, the swanrps of the Combahee and the 
Edisto, the hi«rh hills aed rocks of the Santee, the flat quag- 
mires of the redee and Capo Fear Rivei-s, were all passed m 
mid-winter, with its floods and rain, in the face of an accumu- 
lating enem}'; and after the battles of Averysboi-ough and 
Bentonsville, we once more came out of the wilderness to meet 
our friends at Goldsboro." 

Fort Fisher is taken (15 Jan.). 

£dward Everett dies (15 Jan.), aged 71, 

The monitor Pafapaco is sunk off Charleston (17 Jan.). 

A meeting i© held at Savannah to thank New York w\d "Bor. 4 
Im for their generous supplier o{ tooOl wxOi ^\o\\xvcv^V5^ ^^siiSV^ * 
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1805. A debate is held in the Confederate C^iifpress conceining 1^ 

enlistment of negroes (26 Jan.). 
Confederate incendiaries set fire to Savannah (27 JanJ. 
The Confederate Vice-President, Alex. H. Stephens, Senator 
R. M. T. Hunter, and Judge Campbell come as Peace Commis- 
sioners within Grant's lines (30 Jan.). Sheiman reaches Sav- 
annah River, 50 miles above Savannah (30). 

President Lincoln arrives at Fortress Wonroe to meet the 
Confederate Commissioners (2 Feb.); the meeting (3) is without 
result. At Richmond, gold is 4,400 per cent, premium (2). 

From 2000 to 3000 of Gen. Sherman's right column effect a 
landing on James Island (10 Feb.), two miles from Charleston. 
Gen. Lee assumes supreme command of the Confederate 
forces (17 Feb.), and recommends arming the blacks. 

Sherman captures Columbia, S. C. (17 Feb.), The Confed- 
erates evacuate Charleston, and it is occupied (18) by Union 
forces under Gen. Gilmore; 200 pieces of ai'tilleiy and a large 
supply of ammunition are captured; 6000 bales of cotton are 
destroyed; much ammunition stored in the railroad depot is 
destroyed, and many lives are lost by the explosion. 
Foit Anderson, N. C, is taken (19 Feb.). 
Schofield captures W'ihnini^ton (22). The Confederate Con- 
gress decrees that the colored people shall be aimed (22). 

Inauguration of President Lincoln and Andrew Johnson as 
Vice-President (4 March). In his inaugural address President 
Lincoln makes use of the fuilowing memorable words: ** With 
malice toward none, with charity for all, with fiimness in the 
the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wouqds, to 
care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow 
and his on>hans, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just 
and a lasting peace among oureelves and with all nations." 
The Confederate Congiess adjourns -/tm^ die (17 March)^. 
The Confederates attack General Grant and are severely 
defeated (25 March). The three-days' battle at >ive Forks beghis 
(31); Sheridan turns Lee's fiank and totally defeats nim 
• (1 April); Lee retreats (2). Richmond is taken (2-3 April). 
General Lee and his whole army smrender to Gen. Grant at 
Appomattox Court House (8 April). 
The Union flag is hoisted over Fort Sumter (12 April). 
On the evening of 14th April, President Lincoln, Mrs. Lin- 
coln, Major Rathbone, and Miss Morris occupy a box at Foi*d'8 
Theatre, Washington j at about half-past nine o'clock J.Wilkes 
Booth creeps stealthily into the box, shoots the Piesident, 
rushes to the front of the box, brandislics a large Imlfe, 
shouts *^ Sic semper tyrannis! The South is avenged,' and 
leaps on to the stage; his spur catches in the American flag, and 
he breaks his leg. The ball enters just behind the left ear and 
todges in the brain; the President is at once removed to a 
private house opposite the theatre. 

About the same hour an attempt is made to assassinate Seo- 
ret&ry Seward and his son, both being wounded. 

President Lincoln dies at ^^ TO\nM\«s^ \)>»&^ *^ o'clock, a. jxu 
^Jf April). Johnsoa ta\tea t\xe oaXUol otfitf» ^^^c^^^\^\qSSv 




/^., 
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18ft5. J.Wilkes Booth, the mai-dercr of the President, after 10 days 

fvaiideriiigaud misery, is tracked to a bam near Bowling Green, 
Va., and refusing to sun-ender, is shot (28 April). 

Jeffei*son Davis is captured (10) at Irwinsville, 75 miles south 
of Macon, Ga., by the 4th Michigan cavalry, under Col.Pritchard 
of Gen. Wilson's command; also his wife, mother, Postmaster- 
General Regan, Col. liaiTison, private secretaiy. Col. Johnson, 
and others. 

The Confederate Governor, Watts, of Alabama is aiTested (19). 

The ram Stonewall is suiTcndered (20 May) to the Spanish 
authorities in Cuba. 

President Johnson proclaims the opening of the southern 
ports (22 May). 

Kirby Smith surrenders (20 May), and the last armed Con- 
federate organization succumbs. 

President Johnson proclaims an amnesty,with certiiin excep- 
tions (29 May}. 

The Confe'Jorate Gen, Hood and Staff surrender (31 May). 
^ President Johnson rescinds tin? order ro(iuiring passports from 

all travelei-s entering the U. S. (23 JuncJ. 

The trial of Payne, Atzeiott, Harold, and Mi-s. Surmtt for 
complicity in the assasshiation of President Lincoln is concluded 
, (29 June); they are found guilty (2U), and executed (7 July), 

The President orders the 2lI, 4tli, 5th, Ctli, 7th, 9th, 10th, 
14th, loth, I7th, 20th, 23d, and^4th army corps to be discon- 
tinued as organizations (1 Aug. J. 

The trial of Captam Wirz, tlie Andersonville jailor, beguis 
(21 Aug.). 

A great Fenian meeting is held In Philadelphia '10-24 Oct.), 
and tlie Irish Republic is i)roclaimed. 

A National Thanksgiving for peace is held (2 Nov.). 

All resti lotions on southern ports are removed (1 Sep.). 

Proclamation of the President putting an end to martial law 
in Kentucky (12 Oct.). Pardon of Alexander Stephens and 
other Southern officials (12). 

The Confederate privateer STienanJoah surrenders at Liver- 
pool (0 Nov.), after having destroyed about 30 vessels; the crew 
are released on parole (8), and the vessel is given up to the 
American Consul (9). 

Captain Wirz is executed (10 Nov.). 

The Babeaa Co /pus Act is restored in the Northern States 
(1 Dec). 

The correspondence between the British and U. S. Govern- , 
ments respecting the do])rc<lations of the Alaibaina, Shenandoah^ 
etc., begun in April, closes 2 D(H'.; tlie Earl of Clarendon 
maintains that** no armeil vessel deijarted during the war from 
a British port., to cruise against tlio conunerce of the U. S." 

The 89th Congress meets, 4 Dec; the Kopublican Paity pre- 
dominate, and move resolutions against the restoration of the 
?k>uthern States to the Union; 85 members fix)m the Southern 
"States are excluded from Congress. 

The national expenses for the year, Including payments on 
on loans, are $1,897,674,224: the debt is 12,682,693,026; tte 
Imports are $248,555,652; and the exports, i323»74>3,187. 
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1806« The celebration of the centenary of American Methodism opeiu 
on the fii-st Sunday in Jan., and closes on the last Sunday in 
Oct. ; during tiiis period, tiie sum of $8,033,755 is cuUec^^d for 
Church i>uri>oi:cs. 

The IT. S. Government, having notified Fmnce tliat a longer 
continuance of French troops in Mexico will be disagreeable to 
it, is informed, 9 Jan., tiiat tlie Emperor will withdraw a i>or- 
tion in Nov., and tlie remainder early next year; our Ministei 
to France is subsequently informed that military reasons will 
prevent any withdrawals this year. Gen. Oitega, a pretender 
to t!i9 Presidency, after spending several montlis in the U. S., 
leaves N(W Orleans, 30 Oct., and with his suite is arrested at 
Brazos Santiago, 3 Nov., by order of Gen. Slieridan, 8 Nov. 
Gen. Sherman and Jud^e Campbell, 8i)ecial commissioners to 
tender the sympathy ana snpimrtof the U.S. to theKepublican 
GovernnKjnt of President Juarez, leave New York on the U. S. 
S. Susquehanna^ 11 Nov., and reach Vera Cruz, 27. 

The civil authority held by the Provisional Governor of 
Florida is transferred to the Governor elected by the people 
(Gen. Walker), 17 Jan. 

Con^rcvss pas -(^s a bill to enlarge the oi)crations of the Freed* 
men's Bureau, (i Feb.; the President vetoes it, 19, and Congress 
passes it over the veto, 10 July. 

Tlio President declares his liostiaty to Congress and denoun- 
ces the UiH'onstruction Committee in a speech at the Executive 
Mansion, 2*3 Feb. 

The Lij^ishituie of Georgia appropriates $300,000 to purchas« 
corn for the indigent poor of the Stiite, 12 March, 

Congress passes the Civil Rights Bill, 16 March; it is veto^ 
hy the President, 27, and pjisseJ over his v':to, 9 April. 

A proclamation is issued by the President, 2 April, dedari^ 
the insurrection in the Southern Stiites, excepting Texas, at : 
end. 

An expedition for the invasion of Canada is fitted out in K" 
York by the Fenian Brotherhood, April; an invading force 
500 men gathers at Easti)ort, Maine; a schooner with a ca.- 
of arms fro.n Nl'w Vork is seized on its arrival; Gen. Mead 
placed in command of the frontier, and British tioo^w are i 
ried to the front; a few days later the expedition is abandon 
Head-Center Stej)hens arrives in New York, 10 May, and t 
to reconcile tlie O'Mahony and lioberts factions; the la/ 
under Gen. Sweeney, prepare anotlier expedition; U. S. C 
toms ofllcei-s seize 1200 stiinds of arms at House's Point, 19, 
1000 at St. Albans, 80. A party of froui 1200 to 1500 < 
the Niagara at Buffalo, 1 June, and seize Fort Erie; a coi 
with Canadian volunteei*s occurs, 2, in which many Fenian 
taken prisoners; the remainder, attempting to return to tl 
S., are arrested by the U. S. gunboat MMigan; over 150 
paroled, the olHcei-s giving bail to answer a charj^e of vio' 
the neutrality laws. Over 1000 Fenians cross theUneand j 
on St. Armand, 7, and two days later are attacked and r* 
Gen, Sweeney and stall are an-ested at St. Albans, Pr« 
Boberts at New York, and several other leadei-s at Bu£bil 
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L8W. • sentence of the Fenian pi'isonei's, condemned to death, is cmk- 
muted by tiie British Government on aa appeal fix)m Secretary 
Sewaid. 

A riot occurs in Memphis, Tenn., between the whites and 
the soldiers of tiie Third (colored) artillery, 1, 2 May, in which 
24 negroes are killed and $120,000 worth of property is 
destroyed. 

Jefferson Davis is indicted for complicity In the assassination 
of President Lincoln, by tlie Grand Jury of the U. S. Circuit 
Coui-t of Va., 8 May; Judge Underwood declines to release 
him on bail, 11 June. 

A' new Atlantic cable is finished early in May, and success- 
fully laid by the Great PJastern^ 27 July; the lost cable of 1865 
is picked u^), 1 Sep., spliced, 2, and laid without accident. 

Congress adoi^ts tlie 14th Amendment to the Constiv^tion, 13 
June. 

Orders are issued, 15 June, to ganison the newly established 
military posts along the new route of travel to Montana, Foits 
Reno, Kearny, and Smith; the Indians warn the troops that 
they will resist the occupation of the territoiy, and, 21 Dec, 
tliey kill the whole company at Foit Kearny. 

AXJommercial Convention between the U. S. and Japan is 
si^ed, 25 June. 

Portland, Me., is visited by a fire, 4 July, which destroys 
propeity valued at over $10,000,000. 

By Act of Congress, 23 July, Tennessee is formally restored 
to the Union. 

Congress creates tlie grades of Admual and Vice- Admiral in 
the navy and revives that of General in the army, 25 July; 
Fan-agut is promoted to Admiral, l*ortcr to Vice- Admual, 
Grant to General, and Sherman to Lieutenant-General. 

A riot breaks out in New Orleans, 30 July; Gen. Baird, U. S. 
A., proclaims martial law; Gen. Sheridan reix)i*ts, 1, 2 Aug., 
that the Mayor supi)ressed a convention by the use of the police, 
who attacked the membei-s and a party of 200 negroes with 
fire-arms, clubs, and knives. 

A National Union Convention, lield at Philadelphia, 14 Aug., 
under the presidency of Senator James li. Doolittle, adopts 
resolutions endorsing the President. 

A Convention of workingmen, held at Baltimore, 21 Aug., 
demands an eight-hour law. 

The corner-stone of a monument to the late Stephen A. 
Douglas, is laid at Chicago, 6 Sep., in tlie presence of the 
President and many distinguished persons, Gen. John A. Dix 
delivering the oration. 

George Pea?)ody makes another visit to the U. S., and assists 
in the maugiuation of the Peabody Institute at Baltimore, 24 
Oct.: did-ing tviis visit he increases his gifts to the Balthnore 
Institution to $1,000,000, and gives $150,000 for the founding 
ot an Institute of Archaeology at Cambridge, $150,000 for a 
Department of Physical Science at Yale, and $2,100,000 to a 
boara of tmstecs for the promotion of education iu the Soutb, 
irrespective of i-ace. 
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A^oliraeJALpar^fktsei! . . , 

dtlzrrii^, f vp Mr«^ AV-iahrui LiZKO^n. » d<^1rrered by a ooou 
iB« tc C. S- MLiKer Bt^l-w, mc Firi*. 1 Dee. 

A b^ i^aaDn^ the el^jthre franchise to c*tiB?ii3 of the ] 
cr- 1 f >f Cblanabi^ irr^specciTe of ruoe or cotor, passes Congr 
liDec. 

i h* L*. S- f rizate /r^wwia, faiinois for her servioes dm 
ItK* Civil War, b destrojed bj fire, at Ijeagae Island, Pei 
16 Dec 

The national expeases for the year are f530.809,416; the ( 
U f 2,T<3.4-2o,ST9; the ioiports are ^U3,513,15S; and tlieexp( 

18G7. T!i^ lVe>: lfc:it vetoes tlie District of Colnmbia Bill, 7 Jan. 
tJie saiii^ day, Representatire Ashley, of Ohio, char^ 
with the con[itn'»sion of acts which are hi«:h crimes and mi: 
m'.'aiiors, for which he ought to be imiieached; andares 
tion ia«strncling the JadiciAry Committee to luvestigate the f 
ject »s a'1oi»t^ .1 by a vote of 137 to ^. 

A Xiitioiial Convention of coiored soldiers and sailors ass 
bles in PliilaJelphia, 8 Jan., and votes thanks to Congress 
the exertions In their belialf, despite the oppressive measi 
of tlie President; a National Elqual Rights L^igue Conven 
of colore! men assembles in Washinsrton, 11, and adopts 
a^ldress to Congress, which is presented to the Keoonstruc 
Co!nmittee* 

The Bill for the adndsslon of Colorado Into the Unto 
adopted, but the President vetoes it, 23 Jan.; the Bill for 
ailmlssion of Nebraska is also adopted; it is vetoed, 29 J 
and passed over the veto, 1 March. 

Hie Trustees of the Peabody Southern Educational F 
ii:«i(;t in New York for organization, 19 Jan.; tlie funds 
transferred to them, 23 Afirch, when they appoint Rev. 
B irnas Sears, president of Brown University, superintend 
of the fund. 

The P2vangelical Alliance of the IT. S. la organized in 1 
York, 80 Jan., with William E. DoJge as president. 

Mexico City is evacuated by the French, 5 Feb.; Maximl 
gnd.lenly leaves La Teja, and unites his small force with 
armies ot Miramon and Mejia at Queretaro, wliere with < 
adherents they are besieged by Gen. Escobedo during M 
and April; by the treachery of Gen. Lopez, the Empe: 
bosom frienl, the Liberal troops are admitted to the cit) 
May, ttn<Kake the entire Lnperial force piisoners, 15 Ma. 
court-martial for the trial of Maximilian and Gens. Mlrai 
auil Mejia assembles, 13 June, and condemns them to be s 
10; despite tlie protest of the Prussian Minister to Mexico ; 
the appeals for clemency of Secretary Seward, the sentence 
carrleclout, 19; the body of Maximilian is given to the Com 
General of Austria, and after being embalmed Is conveyec 
Austria on an im])erial steamer. 

Tlmddoua Stevens, of Penn., Introduces the " Military Relc 
itnictlon Hill," providin<^for the division of the Insurrection 
Slates Into five military districts, into Congress, 6 Feb. 
|N»8sei tlie iloi>!S6^ 13^ and tlie Seni^, with au^adiueots. 



f. both Hotnes concur In it, 2 March, tlie P^ieiideiit vetoes It flie 
iame day, and Coii<rrc99 passes it over the veto. Subsequently 
the President apiiomts the following comnianderst 1-lr^t district 




Gen. P. H. Sheridan. 

An Act designed to restrict the exercise ot the power of 
IQypointment and removal by the President is adopted by Con. 
gressy 2 March, vetoed by Uie Resident tiie game day, and 
passed over tiie veto. 

Congress ado])t8 a national bankmptcy bill, and establishes 
a Department of Education, 2 Mnrcli; Henry Barnard, LL. 
D.» President of St. John's College, Annaj^olis, Is appointed 
and confirmed Commissioner of £<Uication, 16. 

The 40tli Congress convenes, 4 Mareh; Schuyler Colfax is 
elected Speaker of tlie House for the thii*d time, and Edward 
HcPherson Is re-elected Cleik; a supplement to the Reconstruc- 
tion Act is concun-ed in, 19, vetoed by tlie President, 23, and 
passed over the veto. 

.A treaty is signed between the U. S. and Russia, 80 March, 
for the transfer of the tract of land Icnown as Kussian America 
l^aska) to the U. S. for the sum of $7,200,000; ratifications 
«tfe exchanged. 20 June, and the formal ti*ansfer la made to 
Gem Koussean, at New Arcliangel (Sitka), 9 Oct, 

An International Exposition of art, science, mannfactnre, and 
Industry is opened at Paris with gi*and ceremonies, 1 April. 

An Indian war breaks out on the line of the Union Pacific 
Bailroad, 7 April; military operations are carried on against 
tiie hostiles throughout the year without satisfactonr results; in 
the meantime, 20 July, Congress passes an Act to establish 
peace with the hostile tribes, under wiiich commissioners arc 
appointed; thev have Interviews with a number of chiefs, sign 
a treaty with the Kiowas, Comanehes, and A])aches, 20 Oct., 
and at Fort Laramie, Nov., effect an arraingemen!; by wliicli 
Bed Cloud, the great Sloox chief, will meet the commissioneis 
In the spring alfhostilities to cease In the meantime. 

Jeffei-son Davis is taken to tUchmond, Va., 18 May, on a writ 
ot habeas corpus, and on the application of his coimsel is 
Emitted to bail In the sum of f 100,000, to appear at Kichmond, 
36 Nov. The following act as sureties on the bond: Horace 
Greeley, Augustus Schell, N, Y.; Ariatides Wel?h, David K. 
Jackman, Phlla.; VV. H. McParland, Hichanl B. llaxail, Isaac 
Davenport, Abraham Warwick. G. A. Myers, AV. W. Cnmip, 
James Lyons, J. A. Meredith, vV. H. Lyons, John M. Botts, 
Tliomas W. Bosvvell, and James 'lliomas, Jr., all of Vu*ginia; 
on 26 Nov. the examination is adjourned to March next. 

An International monetary conference is opened at Paris, 17 
June, and closed, 9 July; the creation of a unitary common 
coin of gold is agieed to, and all the governments represented 
are asked to give a definite answer to the proposition before 
15 Feb., 1808. • 

The President lays the ooniesNrtODe el a new Masonk Tenu»lei 
Id Boston, 84 Juneb 
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1867, President Johnson asks Secretary Stanton to resign, 5 Aug.: 
the Secretary declines, and the President removes him, 12, ana 
appoints Gen. Grant Secretary of war pro tern ; Stanton retires 
under protest: the President gives the Senate liis reasons for 
removuig the Secretaiy, 12 Dec. 

The President issues an amnest)r proclamation which oovers 
nearly all the whites of the Southern States, 7 Sep. 

A large number of American Episcopalian Bishops take part 
In a Pan-Anglican Synod, lield in London, 24-27 Sep. 

The Kin^ of Dennfark announces, 25 Oct., liis resointion to 
cede the islands of St. Thomas and St. John, in the West In- 
dies, to tlie U. S. 

A convention of manufacturers at Cleveland, 0.,18, 19 Dec, 
demands tlie full and just payment of the national debt. 

The national expenses for the year are 1357,542,675; the debt 
is $2,692,190,215: tlio impoits are $417,831,571: and the exports, 
$440,722,228. 

1868. The Senate refuses to approve of the President's suspension of 

Secretary Stanton, 13 Jan., and it thereby becomes void; Gen. 
Grant iminodlately vacates the office and Mr. Stanton takes pos-- 
session; on 21 Feb. tlie President again removes Mr. Stautoo 
and appoints Adjutant-General Lorenzo Thomas, U. S. A., 
Secretary ad interim', the President notifies the Senate, and Mr, 
Stanton the House, of the action the same day; Mr. Stanton 
refuses to vacate the office, and has Gen. Thomas arrested, 22; 
the House resolves, 22, bv a vote of 126 to 47, that Andrew 
Johnson bo impeached of liigh crimes and misdemeanors ;^ 
Messi-s. Thaddeus Stephens, Penn.; Benj. F. Butler. Mass. 
John A. Bingham, Olilo: Goorj>;oS. Boutwell,Mass.; James F 
Wilson, lowaj Thomas Williams, Penn.; and John A. Logar 
, 111., we apponited inanagci*s, on the pait of the House, M- 
* Butler being selected as cliief prosecutor, 29 : the articles of ii 

peachment are accepted by the House, 2 March; the Sem ^ 

organizes as a high court of impeachment, with Chief JustM^^ 
Chase presiding, 5; the President is summoned to* the bar^ 7 
and appeal's by counsel, 13; ten days are granted to prep^Emr< 
an answer to the Lidictment; the House denies every averm^^n' 
in the answer, 9/3, and the trial opens, 30: tlie examinatioi^ ol 
witnesses closes, 22 April; the arguments of^c-ounsel are finislM. ^cl, 
6 May, and the entire Senate votes, 20, when 85 pronounce TJic 
President guilty and 19 not guilty; he is therefore acquitteA l>y 
one vote. Air. Stanton retires from office the same day, «nid 
Gen. John M. Schoiield is api)ointed and confirmed 8ecrdt;:AJ:V 
of War. 

Chicago has a $3,000,000 fire, 28 Jan. 

Barnum's Museum, N. Y., is destroyed by flre, 8 March. 

A riot occurs between Irish and German emigrants on Warc^ ^^ 
Island, N. Y., 5 March. 

Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., is publicly admonished by BishoP 
Potter, of tlie Protestant Episcopal Diocese of New York, aft^'* 
trial, for having officiated in a Methodist church, 14 March. 

Hon. George W. Ashburn, of Columbus, Ga., is aas^ssiq^l^^ 
|»y members ot the Ku-l£lux-Rlan. 31 M%roli» 




I 

i 



History of the Vhited States. 223 

An Embassy from the Emperor of China, headed bj Hod* 
Anson Bnrlingame, the American Minister, reaches San Fian- 
cisco, 81 March; after a shoit stay the members proceed to 
Washiiijiton, xia New York, and enter upon negotiations for a 
special treaty, containing additions to tlie treaty of 18 June. 
1858; the new treaty is signed, 4 Juiy, and ratified by tlie Seu 
ate, 10; during the stay of the Embassy hi tl>e U. S., Mr, Bur- 
linganie and tlie Chinese princes are the recipients of grand 
ovations. 

A teiTible disaster occurs on the New York and Erie Eallroad, 
at Carr's Rock, by which over 100 passengers are kllt^, burned 
to death, or severely Injured, 15 April. 

The President unveils the memorial monument and statue of 
Abraham Lincoln, at Washington, D. C, 15 April. 

ITie Union League Club, of New York, gives its dedicatory 
reception in its new building, 16 April. 

A tire destroys the Ohio Female College, near Cincinnati, 
under exciting circumstances, 23 April. 

- A Soldiers' and Sailoi-s' Convention, in Chicago, pronounces 
in favor of Gen. Grant for the Presidency, 19 May. 

The National Republican Convention is held in Chicago, 
assembling 20 May; Joseph R. Hawley, of Conn., is chosen 
permanent president; the platform denounces all forms of 
repudiation of the national debt, and condemns the course of 
President tJohnson; Gen. Grant is nominated for the Presidency, 
receiving G50 votes; on the sixth ballot for Vice-President, 
Schuyler Colfax is nominated, receiving 522 votes. 

Congress passes a Bill, 12 June, to admit Noi-th Carolina, 
South Carolina, Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida to 
representation; a Bill to admit Arkansas is vetoed by the Pi-esi* 
dent, 20, and passed over the veto. 

The corner-ptone of the Masonic Temple, Philadelphia, is 
laid, 24 June, with imposing ceremonies. 

The National Democratic Convention is held in New York, 
convening 4 July; lioratio Seymour is chosen permanent presi- 
dent, C; the platform demands the immediate restoration to all 
the States of their rights in the Union, amnesty for all past 
political offences, refomi of abuses in administration, )<ayment 
of the public debt, and the suboixlination of tlie mlljtaiy to 
the civil power; on the 22d ballot,, Horatio Seymour is nomin- 
ated for President, receiving the entire vote, 817; Gen. Frank 
P. Blair receives the nomination for Vice-President. 

A Soldiers' and Sailors' Convention, held in New York, 4 
July, under the presidency of Gen. William B. Franklin, 
pledges its delegates to support the Demoa-atic Pi'esldentlal 
nominees. 

An amnesty proclamation is Issued by the President, 4 July, 
pardoning all persons In the Southern States except those under 
presentment or Indictment in any court of tlie U. S* having 
oompetent jurlsdictioil. 

Secretary Seward issues a notice of the adoption of the 14th 
Amendment to tlie Constitution by a majoiity of the States, dO 
jQl]r« 
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1868. Baltimore and its vicinity are visited by an unpreoedented 
flood, 24 July. 

Congress piisses a Bill for the payment of the national debt 
and the reduction of the rate of interest thereon, 25 July. 

Wyoming Territory is organized from portions of Dakota, 
Idaho, and Utah, with an area of 93,107 square miles, 25 
July. 

Gen. Grant, as General-in-Chief of the armies, issues a pro • 
clamtition, 28 July, declanng.that so much of the Keconstrutt* 
tion Acts as provided for the organization of milltaiy districts 
lias become inopei-attve. 

A tidal-wave, following an earthquake, at Arica, Peru, 13 
Aug., capsizes the U. S. storeship Fredonia, destroying $1,800,- 
000 worth of naval stores, and carries the U. S. S. WcOeree lialf 
a mile on to land. 

The American yacht Sappho is beaten in an international 
yacht race, around the Isle of Wight, Eng., 25 Aug. 

A severe eartliquake visits the Pacific Coast, 21 Oc *:., doing 
much damage in San Francisco. 

The Kev. James McCosh, D. D., LL. D., of Scotland, U 
installed as President of the College of New Jersey (Princeton), 
27 Oct. 

In tlic Presidential election, 3 Nov., Grant and Colfax receiv^^ 
3,015,887 popular and 214 electoral votes, and Seymour auc"^ 
Blair 2,703,249 popular and 80 electoral votes. 

Fort Lafayette, New York harbor, is destroyed by fire, 1 

The President issues a second amnesty proclamation, 25 Dei 
declaring unconditionally and without reservation, a full pf 
don and amnesty to every person who pturticipated in the 
insun'ection. 

The cotton crop for the year yields $250,000,000, or $1K),0(^ ^ 
000 more than in 18G0. 

The national expenses for the year are 1377,340,284; the A^ ^I>; 
is 12,036,320,964; the imports are |371, 624,808; and the exp<^-rts, 
$454,301,713. 

1869. Tlie new suspension bridge, connecting the village of Nia^rara 

Falls with that of Clifton, Caaada, having the longest span in 
in the world, is opened, 1 Jan. 

Operations are begun for the removal of the obstructions a-t 
Hell Gate, on the East River, New York, 11 Jan. 

The 15th Amendment to the Constitution, giving the rigtij 
of suffrage to all citizens of the Republic, without regard 
to race, color, or previous condition, is recommended by a joir*^ 
resolution of Congi*ess, 26 Feb.; it is subsequently ratified b>^ 
the requisite number of States. 

Gen. U. S. Grant is inaugurated eighteenth President of th^ 
U. S., 4 March; the 41st Congress assembles at noon, the sam^ 
day. The Senate, 5, confirms the following cabinet appoint" 
ments : Secretary of State, E. B. Washburne, 111.; Secretary of 
the Treasury, A. T. Stewart, N. Y.; Secretaiy of War, Oen- 
John A. Rawlins, 111.; Secretary of the Navy, Adolph E. BorUs 
Penn.; Secretary of the Interior, Gen. Jacob D. Cox, Ohio; 
Piistmaster-General, John A. J. Creswell, Md.; and Attornev- ' 
Genei-al» £• Roclnvood Hoar. Mass. The appolntineiit at Mr* ^ 
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no* Stewart l)ein^ illegal, on account of his business oocnpailoil, 
his name is \ntlidrawn and tliat of George S. Boutwell, Mass., 
substituted; Mr. Waehburne declines, and Hamilton Fish. N. 
Y., ia appointed; Mr. Borie soon retires, and is succeedea bv 
George M. Robeson, N. J.; and Gen. Rawlins, dying, 6 Sep., is 
succeeded by Gen. W. W, Belknap, Iowa. 

The President recommends and Congress sanctions the 
appointment of a immber of membere of the Society of 
iiiends as Goveniment agents among the Indians, April. 

Dr. Thomas Dumnt and Gov. Leland Stanford drive the last 
spikes connecting the Union and Central Pacific Railroads, at 
Promontory Point, Utah, 10 May. 

An expedition, fiited out in New York, consisting of a large 
body of volunteers and a heavy cargo of cannon, muskets, and 
ammunition, under command of Gen. Jourdan, lands on the 
northern coast of Cuba, 12 May, 

During the month of June, a lay vote Is taken In all the 
Methodist Churches in the U. S., on the long-adtated question 
of lay representation : the total vote cast fi about 250,000, of 
which 170,000 ai-e cast hi favor of the ciiange, and about 80,- 
000 against. 

President Grant appoints Gen. Babcock^ June, a special 
agent to obtain information concerning the Dominican Repub- 
lic; on his return from the island, he renders a repoit favorable 
to the project of annexation : he is again sent to the Island to 
assist the U. S. Commercial Agent, Raymond H. Perry, to ne- 
gotiate for the annexation of the whole teirltory of the Repub- 
fic to the U. S. J a treaty for the annexation of the territory, 
and a convention for the lea.se of the Bay and Peninsula of 
Samana are concluded, 29 Kov.; the Senate rejedB tlie treaty 
after an exciting debate. 

George Peabody again lands at New York, 10 June: he now 
endows the Peabody Museum, at Salem, Mass., \\ith f 150,000; 
gives $80,QP0 to Newburjport for a library; $80,000 to Phillips 
Academy, Andover: $20,000 to the Massaclmsetts jtllstoric^l 
Society; $20,000 to the Maryland Histoilcal Society; $25,000 to 
Kenyon College; $10,000 to the Public Library at Thetford, 
Vt.; $60,000 to Washington College, Va.; and adds $1,400,000 
to his Southern Education Fund. He leaves for London, 80 
Sep., and dies there, 4 Nov.; the funeral services are held in 
Westminster Abbey, 12, and the body is placed on tlie British 
tniTet-steamshlp Monarch for transportation to the U« 8.» 11 
Dec. 

A great musical jubilee, j^rojected by Patrick S. Gllmore, to 
commemorate the restoiiition of peace in the U. S. is held In 
Boston, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 June. 

Two U. S. revenue cutters capture the tugs Coole and WM^ 
with Cuban exueditionists and munitions of war on board, in 
Long Island Sound, 26 Jan.: it is believed that a nmch larger 
force, under Col. Ryan, is hiolng^ in the vicinity of Gardiner's 
Island. 

A soldier's national monument, erected on the battle-field of 
Gettysburg, is dedicated, 1 July^ Gen. Meade, the hero ol ttt 
fighty makmg the address. i 
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18^. A colossal equestrian stiituc in bronze of Washington, in the 
Public Gardens, Boston, is unveiled, 3 July. 

MLss Ida Lewis, the American Grace Darling, is presented 
with a testimonial life-boat, at Newport, R. L, 5 Jidy. 

The U. S. end of tlie Fmnco-Amei-ican cable is lauded at 
Duxbury, Mass., 23 July. 

Col. Joseph Dodd breaks ground in the City Hall Park, Ne'y 
York, for the new post-office building, 9 Aug. 

A Harvard College crew is defeated by an Oxford crew by 
a length and a half, in an intercollegiate boat-race, at London, 
27 Aug. 

The shaft of the Avondale coal-mine, Penn., takes fire, 6 
Sep., and all the men at work in tlie mine, over 100, perisii, as 
there ai*e neither means of escape nor rescue while the f re 
rages. 

A gold clique in New York produces a panic, 24 Sep., by 
forcing the price of gold] it sells in the morning at 150, and by 
noonatl62>^ ; the most mtense excitement prevails, until tlie 
Government announces that it will relieve the market by selling 
gold, wlien the price falls to 138. 

An equinoctial storm is followed, 4 Oct., by unusually dis- 
astrous Aoods along the entii*e Atlantic coast. 

Pere Hyacinthe, the noted French priest, arrives at N. Y., 18 
Oct., and is inti'oduced to the American public by Henry Ward 
Beecher, 24. 

The steamer Cornwall is burned on the Mississippi River, 
below Cairo, 28 Oct., and 200 lives are lost. 

A bronze monument to Bishop Brownell, founder of Trinity 
Colleffe, Hartford, Conn., the gift of George W. Bui*nham, is 
unveiled on the college green, 14 Nov. 

The Spanish Government has 80 gunboats built In NewYork: 
they are seized by U.S. Marshals on a charge of being intended 
for war against a friendly nation, Peru;^ Judge Slatcliford 
releases them, 14 Dec, and 18 leave under convoy of a Spanish 
frigate, 19. 

An CEcumenical Council of the Roman Catholic Cliurch, to 
which a large number of American prelates liave been sum- 
moned, is opened in Home, Italy, 2 Dec. 

During the year, the President appoints J. Lothrop Motley, 
U. S. Minister to Great Brttain, vice Keverdy Johnson, recalled,* 
John Jay, Minister to Austria; Andi*ew G. Curtiu, Minister to 
Russia; Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, Minister to Spain; and Moses 
II. Grinncll, Collector of the Port of New York. 

The national expenses for the year are $822,805,277; the debt 
is 12,588,452,213; the imports are |437,314,255; and the exports, 
1413,961,115. 
1870. H. R. H. Prince Arthur, son of Queen Victoria, arrives in New 
York and is welcomed by Mr. Thornton, the British Minister, 
21 Jan.; tha Prince is presented to President Grant, at Wash- 
ington, 24; a grand ball is given in his honor, 27; and tlie citi- 
zens of New York give him a reception, 1 Feb. 
^^ ■ The U. S. S. steamer Oneida is struck by a steamer of the 

^^ Peninsula and Orienl;al S. S. Line, about 20 miles from Yoko- 
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1870. bama, Japan, 23 Jan. , and sinks with over 100 of her ofScers and 
cirew. 

The remains of the late George Peabody arrive at Portland, 
Me., on the British man-of-war Monarchy which is convoyed 
into the harbor by the U. S. S. Miantonomahy Terror, and iVy- 
nuntthf 26 Jan.; tbe remains are bmied at Peabody, formerJy 
South Danvers, Mass., 1 Feb. 

Hiram R. Revels, of Miss. , the first colored man ever elected to 
the U. S. Senate, is sworn in, 25 Feb. 

Tlio President issues a proclamation announcing the ratifica- 
tion of the 15th Amendment by the States, 80 March. 

The floor of the court-room in the Capitol building, at Rich- 
mond, Va., while crowded with people awaiting an unportant 
legal discussion, gives way witliout warning, and precipitates 
the people and debris into the Hall of Delegates, a distance of 
25 feet, 27 April; over 60 persons are killed and 125 injured. 

Fenians begin congregAting in force at different points along 
the Canadian border in New York and Vermont, 22 May. Plie 
present campaign contemplates a movement into "Wyoming 
Territory, the capture of the cannon and anns of the British 
expedition against Louis Riel, and a raid on the eastern frontier 
between liingston and Montreal. President Grant issues a warn- 
ing proclamation, 24 j over 1000 men rather at Burlington, 
and nearlv 8000 at St. Albans, Vt.; Gen. O^Neill orders a 
Fenian advance early in the morning, 25, and shortly after- 
wards an engagement occurs at Cook's Cornei-s, St. Armand; 
after an hour s skirmishing, O'Neill ordei-s a rest, and retires to 
a neighboring building, where he is arrested by Gen. George 
Foster, U. S. Marshal; O'Neill threatens resistance, but Foster 
forces him into a carriage at the point of a pistol, and drives 
liim through his men to St. Albans, where lie is lodged in jail. 
Fighting is resumed, but the Fenians are soon forced to fall 
back ; an engagement oc^ui-s at Trout Klver, 27, in which the 
invaders are routed. Tlie subsequent arrest of the leadei-s of 
botli movements puts an end to the scheme. 

Edwai-d Payson Weston walks 100 miles within 22 hours in 
Now York, 25 May. 

. The corner-stone of a monument to Baron Steuben, of Revo- 
lutionary fame, is laid 1 June, Horatio Seymour delivering 
the oration. 

The corner-stone of a new Masonic Temple in New York is 
laid, 8 June, in th« presence of many thousand members of the 
fiaternity. 

Cliarles Dickens dies at Gad's HIH, Eng., 9 June. 

Attorney-Genenil Hoar and Secretary of the Interior Cox 

resign, 20 June, and Amos T. Akerman , of Ga. , and Columbus 
Delano, of Ohio, are appointed theii- successors respectively. 

By Act of Congress, 8 July, the statutes relating to patents 
and copyrights are revised, consolidated, and amended. 

In the (Ecumenical Council, at Rome, Archbishop Spaulding, 
of Baltimore, advocates, and Arclibisliop Kenrfck, of St. Louis, 
opposes, the Dogma of tlie Infallibility of the pope, which 19 
adopted, 18 July, 
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1870. M, Prevost-Paradol, newly appointed French Minister to th 
IT. S., commits suicide a few days after his pi-esentation to it 
President, 26 July. 

An ocean race between the English yacht Cambria and t^ 
American yacht DautUless, from Queenstown harbor to N^^ 
York, results in a victory for the former, wliich arrives, • 
July, the time being 23 days, 5 hours. 

Benjamin Nathan, a highly-respected and wealthy Hebr* 
citizen of New York, is muml murdered in his residence, 
July; the mystery of the crime remains unsolved. 

A most exciting yacht race occurs, 8 Aug., when the Gambr' 
of the Royal Thames Yacht Club, Eng., competes with 'i 
vessels of the New York Yacht Club, in a challenge contest ^ 
the America's Cup, held in the U. S. since 1851 ; the coui-s^ 
around the southwest Spit, NewYork Bay, and tlie MagU con 
in the winner of the race. 

The Kansas Pacific Railroad to Denver, Col., is completed , 
August. ' 

Admii-al David G. Farragut, U. S. N., dies at Portsmouth, 
H., 15 Aug., aged 69: themneral is held in NewYork, 80Sei 
• President Grant ana other distinguished officers of the ai'/i 
and navy participating. 

Upon the breaking out of the Franco-Prussian war, Preside- 
Grant issues a neutrality proclamation,. 22 Aug.; recniitin;^! 
New York for the French armies, and the presence there c 
several French war-vessels, lead him to issue another, 8 (X't" 
partlcularl V defining the duties of citizens of a neutral natloi- 

Gten. Robert E. Lee, Commander-in-chief of the Confedei-al 
armies, dies at Lexington, Va., 12 Oct., aged 62; tlje funeral: 
held at Washington and Lee College, of which he had bee 
President since 1866, 15. 

An earthquake, manifestinff itself throughout the New En^ 
land. Middle, and Western States, and the Canadas, occun 
20 Oct.; in New York City, the earth vibrates rapidly, causin 
great excitement, particularly in the public schools, by th 
trembling of the buildings. 

A convention Is held in Cincinnati, 0., 25 Oct., and the que 
tion of the removal of the National Capitol from Washingtc 
to some western city is warmly discussed. 

J. H. Ralney, of S. C, the first colored man ever elected t 
the U. S. House of Representatives, Is sworn in, 12 Dec. 

In the U. S. Senate, Mr. Morton Introduces a resolution to 
the appointment of juommlss loners to proceed to San Doming 
and inquire into all the facts bearing on the question of aniiexa 
tion, 12 Dec; In the House— the same day — Mr. Banks offers 
loint resolution for the appointment of commissioners to negc 
tlate a treaty with San Domingo for the acquisition of all it 
territory by the U. S.; Mr. Morton's resolution is laid on th 
table, but is taken up, 20, and, despite Mr. Sumner's bltte 
opposition, is passed by a vote of 32 to 9, 30 being absent: Presi 
dent Grant appoints Hon. Ben]. F. Wade, Ohio; (^siaent A 
D, White, of Cornell University, and Hon. S. G. Howe, Mass. 
OOmmUsioners to proceed imn^ediately to gan Poipingo, ^ 
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1870* the U. S. S. Tmi7U99ee]Aiyr^£e^ into commission to convey Um 
j)arty tliltlier. 

George Holland, the comedian, dies in New York, 20 Dec. 
When his friends call upon Rev. Dr. Sabine to officiate at the 
f uneml and open his church for the puiT)ose, he refuses, and 
directs them to **the little church round the corner" (the 
Church of the Transtigui-ation, on 59th St., east of 5th Ave.); 
the actor is buried therefrom, the Hev. Dr. Houghton readily 
consenting and officiating. 

During the year, Congress charters the Northern Pacific 
Bailroad, and restores Georgia, Mississippi, Texas, and Virginia 
to representation. 

The national expenses for the year are $309,653,560; theaebt 
is 12,480,304,797; the imports are $460,377,587; and tlie exports, 
$499,092,143. 
1871 • James W. Smith, the first colored boy who liad passed the ekami- 
nation for admission to the U. S. Military Academy, is placed on 
trial by court-martial, 7 Jan.; the trial closes, 12, when the 
accused delivers his own defence to the charge. 

The enumeration of inhabitants of the U. S. which began 1 
June, 1870, is completed, 9 Jan.; it shows retunis covering 
88,555,983 persons. 

The Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives 
• receive a delegation of prominent ladies, who claim the right to 
vote on the basis of the 14th and 15th Amendments, 11 Jan. 

The U. S. frigate Tennessee sails from New York with the San 
Domingo Commissioners and suite, 17 Jan., and aiTives at 
Samana Bay, 24; the Commissioners separate and visit every 
part of the Republic, each being accompanie<l by members of 
the scientific coi-ps detailed to aid their researches; returning, 
they land at Charleston, S. C, 26 March; an elaborate report is 
prepared and submitted to Congress, with a special message 
from the President, 5 April. 

By Act of Congress, the income-tax law is repealed, 66 Jan. 

Sh" Edwai*d Thornton, the British Minister to the U.S., under 
instructions from his Government, proposes to Secretary Fish 
a joint commission for the settlement of the troubles between 
the U. S. and Gi*eat Britain growing out of the fisheries ques- 
tion, 26 Jan.; Mr. Fish replies, 30, expressing the desire of the 
Pi'esident that the Alabama claims shall also be discussed, to 
which the Minister assents* The President, 9 Feb., nominates 
Hamilton Fish, Seci*etaiy of State; Robert C. Schenck, U. S. 
Minister to Great Britain; E. R. Hoar, Attorney-General; Justice 
Samuel Nelson, U. S. Supreme Court : and George H.Williams, 
U. S. Senator, as Commissioners on tne part of the U. S. ; they 
are confirmed by the Senate, 10. Queen Victoria appoints the 
Earl de Grey and Rlpon, Sir Stafford Northcote, Sir Edward 
Thornton, Sir John A.Macdonald, and Prof. Montague Bernard, 
Commissionei'S on the part of Great Britain. The High Joint 
Commission begins its sessions in Washington, 27, Lord Ten* 
terden and J. Bancroft Davis, Assistant Secretaiy of State, 
acting as joint protocolist^ A treaty Is signed by the Gommis- 
rioners, 8 May, provldhig for the settlement bv the arbitratio^ml 
of a mixed commission of aJl the questions at usue; thistre 



230 History of the United StcOes. 

1871. is prom]>tly ratified by both Governments, and they join In 
askinpj tho Emperor of Brazil, the K.m^ of Italy, and the Presi- 
dent of tlie Swis3 Confederation to appoint each an arbitrntor. 
The Mixed Commission, consisting of Charles Francis Adams, 
U.S.; Sir Alexander Cockburn, Great Britain; ex-President 
Staempfli, Switzerland; Count Sclopis, Italy; and Baron Itajuba, 
Brazil, meets In Geneva, and organizes early in Dec. The 
British- American Claims Commission, for other claims, is com- 
posed of Russell Gurney, Great Britain j Judge J. R. Fraser, 
IJ. S.; and Count Corti, of Italy; the tribunal adjouiiis to 15 
June next. 

The Franco -Prussian war producing great destitution in 
Fm'ice, A. T. Stewart sends a $50,000 cargo of flour from New 
York to Havre direct, 25 Feb. ; the U. S. Government oflfers the 
Supply and tlio frigate Worceitter to convey American contribu- 
tions; the former is fitted out at New York and the latter at 
Boston, and both sail early in March. 

Congress passes a Bill for the celebration of the Centennial 
of American Independence, 3 March. 

A provision for a Civil Service Commission, contained in the 
Appropriations Bill, is adopted by Congress, 3 March, in accord- 
ance with which the President appoints George William Curtis, 
Alex. G. Caltell, Joseph Medill, D. A. Walker, E. B. Ellicott, 
Joseph H. Blackfan, and David C. Cox members of the first 
Civil Service Commission. 

Great excitement, politically, is produced, 9 March, by the 
removal of Charles Sumner from the Chairmanship of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign llelations. 

German residents in the U. S. celebrate the victory of Prussia 
over France, by giand demonstrations, 10 April. 

President urant approves the " Ku-Klux" Bill, 20 April. 

The new Museum of Natural History, in Central Park, New 
York, is opened, 27 April. 

Edward H. Ruloff, an extraordinary philologist, is hanged 
^ for murder, at Binghampton, N. Y., 18 May. 

Commander Self ridge, U. S. N., returns from a surveying 
expedition across the Istlmius of Dailen, and reports a feasible 
route for a ship canal, July. . 

New York City is convulsed with an Orange riot, i2 July, in 
which the police and inllitla have several conflicts, attended by 
fatal consequences, wi'tli the. Irish populace. 

The boiler of the Staten Island ferryboat Westfield explodes, 
80 July, at Whitehall, New York, causing a large loss of life. 

A mass-meeting of tlie citizens of New York is held, 4 Sept., 

to consider the nnsmanagiement of the city and county finances 

and the exposures of the Tweed Ring; a committee of seventy 

eminent citizens Is chosen to investigate the frauds, and Charles 

O'Conor is selected as legal adviser; indictments are found 

a^lnst Mayor Hall, William M. Tweed, Conmiissionerof Public 

Works, Peter B. Sweeney, Commissioner of Parks, ComptroUei 

Connelly, and others; they ave arrested, 26 Oct. and admitted 

, » to hail; Connelly flees thecouutxy ,«iu4T^«^Ns^^j;g^«xrested, 

16 Dec^ on a charge of ieldny • 
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WW. Chicago has a $1 ,000,000 fire, 7 Oct. On the following evening 
another conflagration brealis out, causing a loss of 250 lives 
and the destruction of 17,500 buildings; more than 2000 acres of 
space are burned over, including the business jmit of the 
city; upwards of 98,000 are rendered homeless; the total loss 
is computed at nearly $200,000,000; the whole country and 
many European cities respond quickly and nobly to the cries for 
relief. 

The Grand Duke Alexis, of Russia, arrives at New York 
with a ilcet of war vessels, 19 Nov.; during his stay in the U. 
S., he is tlie recipient of extraordinary attentions in ofScial and 
social circles. 

The national expenses for the year are |292,177,188; the debt 
is 12.358.211,3^2; the imports are $541,493,708; andtheexi)orts, 
$502 518,051. 
1873. Col. James Fisk, Jr., is shot in the Grand Central Hotel build- 
ing. New York, by Edward S. Stokes, 6 Jan., and die&two days 
later, aged 87. 

Gov. Warmouth, of La., in his message to the Legislature, 
8 Jan., cliarges enormous frauds upon the House of Itepresen- 
tatives and ite Speaker, Col. Carter; tlie Caiter party withdraw 
and begin a movement for the removal of Gov. Warmouth and 
the seizure of the StatiJ House; the Governor places all the 
militaiy and^pol ice-force of the State under the command of 
Gen. Longstieet; Carter calls upon the people to arm and rally 
at the Clay statue, 11, but the iusuiTection is checked by a notice 
from Gen. Emory, U. S. A., that he will interfere in case of a 
riot. 

The Rev. Abraham de Sola, D.D., LL.D., Professor of 
Oriental history in McGill University, Montreal, the fii*st foreign 
clergyman ever so invited, opens the National House of Repre- 
sentetlves with prayer, 9 Jan. 

Munitions of war from New York are landed in Cuba by the 
Cuban steamer Hornet, 10 Jan. 

Tlie first Liberal Republican mass-meeting Is held at Jeflfei'son 
City, Mo., 24 Jan. > 

The M. Rev. Martin J. Spaulding, Roman Catholic Arch- 
bishop of Baltimore and Primate ot the Church in America, 
dies^ 7 Feb., aged 62: he is succeeded by the Rt. Rev. James R. 
Bayley, of Newark, N. J. 

A Labor Reform Convention is held in Columbus, Ohio, 21 
Feb.; Jlidge David Davis, of the U. S. Supreme Court, is nom- 
inated for President, and Judge Joel Parker, of N. J., for Vice- 
Pi'esident: both of these gei^Semen subsequently decline, and 
Charles 0' Conor, of N. Y., is nominated for President, the 
second place being left vacant. 

Congi'ess passes a bill creating the Yellowstone Valley, in 
Montana and Wyoming Territories, a national park, 27 P eb. 

The reduction of the public debt from 1 March, 1869, to 1 
March, 1872, amounts to $363,097,000. 

President Grant appoints A. A. Humphreys, U. S. A., Profi 
Benj. Pierce, U. S. Coast Sui-vey, and Capt. Daniel Ammen, U 
S. N., a commission to examh\e a\\ y>\«.w^ «tw(i \<^<s^'ft»N&\si\%k 
kiter-oce&uio canal acrosa the I&tYimA& oi \>tts\^xw^^&Kc^D^ 
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18T9L The U. S. Centennial Commissioners and altemaiea meet Id 
Philadelphia, 4 March, and organize by electing Joseph R. 
Hawley, president; Orestes Cleveland A. T. Gk)shoni, William 
M. Byrd, J. D. Creigh, and Robert Lowrey, vice-presidents; 
LfOwis M. Smith, temporary secretary; an executive committee 
and a solicitor. Subsequently Jolin L. Campbell is chosen x>er- 
manent secretary, and A. T. Groshom, director-general. 

An imperial Japanese Embassy, numbering 114 persons, is 
officially presented to the President at the Executive Mansion, 
4 March. 

The directory of the Erie Railroad Company is reorganized. 
11 March, after a tedious legaA tight, and Gen. John A. Dix i& 
elected president in place of Jay Gould; a sudden rise in the 
stock, 25, gives Wall Street a day of si>eculativefreazy. 

Henry M. Stanley, of the JVetD York HsrcUd, having fonnO 
Dr. Livingstone, the English African traveler, alive and well at 
Ujiji, in ttie centre of the continent, takes leave of him. 14 
March, and returns to Loudon and New York with important 
documents. 

Prof.S.P.B.Morse,"the father of the telegraph,** dies In New 
York, 2 April, aged 80; memorial services are held in bis honoi 
in the National House of Representatives. 16. 

The remams of G^. Robert Anderson, the hero of Port Sum- 
ter, having been retiu'ned to the U. S., ar^given an unostenta- 
tious f imei-ai in New York, 3 April. 

Pather Thomas Burke, an eloquent Dominican friar, comes 
to the U. S. early in April. 

The National Liberal Republican Convention assembles in 
Cincinnati, O., 1 May; Hon. Carl Schurz is chosen permanent 
president; the platform calls for civil service reform, a judicious 
system of taxation, and the speedy resumption of specie 
TOymente; on the sixth ballot, Horace Greeley, of the Neto 
York TrtOune, is nominated for President; Gov. B. Gratz Brown, 
of Mo., is elected candidate foi Vice-President; the nomination 
of Mr. Greeley being deemed injudicious by many Republicans, 
th« disaffected ones hold a meeting in New York, 30, and nom- 
inate William P. Groesbeck, of Ohio, for President, and Fred- 
erick L. Olmstead, of N. Y., for Vice-President. 

Niblo's Theatre, in New York, is destroyed by fire, 6 May. 

Congi-ess completes the political reorganization of the country 
by passing an Amnesty Bill, 22 May; on the following day, 
for tlie first time since the winter of 1861, every seat in Con- 
gress is legally occupied. 

James Gordon Bennett, founder and proprietor of the New 
York Herald, dies, 1 June, aged 77. 

The regular National Republican Convention assembles in 
Philadelphia. 5 June; Hon. Thomai Settle, of N. C, is chosen 
permanent president; the platform insists on the most complete 
equality in the enjoyment of civil, political, and public rights, 
and that Congress and the President have fulfilled an impera- 
tive duty in their measures to suppress the treasonable organi- 
ksations in the lately rebellious States; President Grant is renom- 
inated by acclamation; and on the first ballot, Hon. Ueniy 
WUson, of Mass., la elected candidate for Vice-PresidenL 
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1873. The Gteneva Tribunal reassembles, 15' June; it holds its ilnal 
session, 14 Sep., when its decision is rendered, awarding the U. 
S. 115,500,000 hi liquidation of the ^/oiama claims and those 
arising from the depredations of otlier Anglo-Confederate ves- 
sels. 

The World's Peace Jubilee is opened in Boston, 17 June. 

Tiie abolition of the import duties on tea and coffee takes 
effect, 1 July. 

The National Democratic Convention is held in Baltimore, 6 
July; Hon. James K. Doolittle, of Wis., is chosen permanent 
president; the Convention adopts the Liberal Republican plat- 
form, and nominates Messrs. Greeley and Brown. The Extreme 
Democrats hold a convention in Louisville, Ky., 3 Sep., and 
nominate Charles O'Conor, of N. Y., for President, and John 
Quincy Adasfs, of Mass., for Vice-President; both candidates 
subsequently refuse to serve. 

The Cuban war-vessel Pioneer is seized by the U. S. revenue 
cutter Mocccudn, at Newport, R. I., 20 July. 

The 25th annivei-sary of the pastorate of Henry Ward Bee- 
cher over Plymoutli Clim-ch, is celebrated, 7 Oct. 

Hon. William H. Seward dies at Auburn, N. Y., 10 Oct., 
aged 70. 

James Anthony Froude, the English historian, is received by 
the Lot-OS Club of New York, 12 Oct. During the fall, he 
engages in a series of historical debates with Father Thomas 
Burke. 

The Presidential election takes place, 5 Nov.; Grant and 
Wilson receive 3,592,984 popular and 300 electoi-al votes, and 
Greeley and Brown, 2,833,847 popular, equal to 74 electoral 
votes. 

Gen. George G. Meade, the hero of Gettysburg^ dies, 6 Nov., 
aged 56. 

Boston is visited by a conflagration, 9 Nov., which bums over. 
60 acres of ground, and destroys property of an estimated value 
of $75,000,000. 

Horace Greeley dies in a private insane reti'eat, 29 Nov., 
aged 61. 

Edwin Forrest, the great ti-agedian, dies in Philadelphia, 12 
Dec, aged 66. 

During the year, the Government negotiates $200,000,000 in 
6 per cents., and redeems $200,000,000 m 6 per cent. 5-20s. 

The national expenses for ttie year are $277,517,962; the 
debt is $2,253,251,328; the imports are $640,338,766; and the 
exports, $549,219,718. 
1873. Gen. John A. Dix is inaugurated Govenior of New York, 1 
Januaiy. 

Edward S. Stokes is sentenced to death for the murder of 
Col. James Fisk, Jr., 4 Jan.; he is subsequently granted a new 
trial and acquitted. 

Hon. Ward Hunt is appointed Judge of the U. S. Supremo 
^ Court, on the reth'ement oi Judge Nelson, Jan. 

Gen. Winfleld Scott Hancock, U. S. A. is appointed Com^ 
mander of the Military Divisioo o' the Atlantic* with 
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1878* quarters at New York; the Army and Navy Club ^ye him a 
reception, 8 Jan. 

William M. Tweed is placed on trial on an indictment for 
violation of duty in auditing fraudulent ckdms against tlie city 
of New York, 8 Jan.; the jury fails to agree, 30; a second triai 
opens, 13 Nov., and he is found guilty on 204 counts, 19; Judge 
Davis sentences ftim to 12 years Imprisonment on Blackwelrs 
Island and to pay a fine of $12,705. 

Congress passes a bill to abolish the franking privilege, 22 
Jan., to take effect 1 July. 

Mattiiew F. Maury, tlie distinguished nautical observer and 




brought to this country in the summer. 

Gen. James VV. Geary, ex-Governor of Pemi., dies at Harris- 
burg, 8 Feb. 

Aft amendment to the appropriation, bill, offered by Mr. B. 
F. Butler, providing that on and after 4 March, the President 
Bliall receive a salary of $50,000 per annum; the Vioe-Presi- 
Jent, $10,000; the Chief Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, 
$10,500; tlie Associate Justices, eacli, $10,000; the Cabinet offi- 
cers, each $10,000; the Speaker of the House, $10,000; and 
the Senators, Representatives, and Delegates, including those 
of the 42d Congress, each, $7,500, besides tlie actual expense 
of travel from residence toWasliington at the beginning and close 
of each session, is adopted in the House, 24 Feb. and the Sen- 
ate, 1 March. 

A political riot breaks out in New Orleans, 1 March, and the 
police and military ffre upon the rioters in Jackson Square. 

Gen. Grant is again inaugurated Pi*esident, 4 March; he 
selects his second cabinet as follows : Secretary of State, Ham- 
ilton Fish; Secretary of the Treasury, William A. Richardson; 
Secretary of War, William W. Belknap; Secretaiy of the 
Navy, George M. Robeson • Secretary of tlie Interior, • Colum- 
bus iielano; Postmaster-General, John A. J. Creswe.l; and 
Attorney General, George H. ^Williams. 

The White Star steamer Atlantic strikes upon Man*'s Rock, 
off Nova Scotia, at an early hour, 1 April, and becomes a total 
wreck; of the large number of passengers, officers, and crew on 
board at the time, 429 are saved and 547 lost. 

During a peace talk in the lava beds of Oregon between 
a number of Modoc Chiefs and the U. S. Commissioners, 11 
April, the Indians, under Captain Jack, suddenly attack the 
Commissioners, kill Gen. E. R. S. Canby, U. S. A., and the Rev. 
Dr. Thomas (Commissioner), and seriously wound Commis- 
sioner Meacham; a military expedition Is sent asainst the 
Indians and tlie leaders are captured; Captain Jack, Black Jim, 
Boston Charley, and Schonchla are hanged at Foit IClamn^^h^ 
Or., 8 Oct. 

John Anderson, of New Yorft, presents the Island of Penl- 
kese, in Buzzard's Bay, with $50,000 in bonds, to Ffot, Agas- 
iric, for the eatablisliment of a dobooi of oatuial bistoiy. 8} 
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1873. lion, James Brooks, of N. Y., a distingidshecl poHllciaii^ 
traveler, and author, dies, 80 April, aged 60. 

Chief Justice Salmon P. Cha^e dies suddenly in New York, 
7 May, aged 65; Congi*ess holds funeral ceremonies oyer 
the remains in the Senate Cliamber, 11. 

'Hon. Oakes Ames, M. C. from Mass., and ** father" of the 
Credit Mobilier sensation, viies, 8 May, aged 69; he made Ids 
disclosure of the names of paities to whom he had fflven stock 
and dividends, before the Congressional Investig&ng Com- 
mittee in Feb. last. 

Frank H. Walworth shoots his father, Mansfield Tracy Wal- 
worth, son of the famous Chancellor, in New York, 8 June, to 
protect his mother from assault; on the tiial, he is acquitted of 
murder on the ground of emotional hisanity. 

During the iii*st week in June, Chicago celebrates the rebuild* 
ing of the burnt part of the city ui nineteen months. 

The National Rifle Association opens the Creedmore Sange, 
on Lon^ Island, 21 June. 

The Navv Department despatches the Juanita and Tigress to 
the Arctic Regions to rescue the survivora of the Pda/ris Expe- 
dition, 24 June. 

HU-am Powers, the American sculpter, of " Greek Slave '* 
fame, dies in Florence, Italy, 27 June, aged 58. 

Baltimore is visited by a fire wliich burns over ten acres of 
ground, causing a loss of |500,000, 25 July. 

Rev. Gardiner Spring, D. D., for 43 years pastor of the Old 
Brick (Pres.) Church, in New York, dies, Aug., aged 89. 

Shreveport, La., is scourged by yellow fever during the month 
of Sep. 

Jay Cooke & Co., bankei-s of New York, fail, 18 Sep., with 
heavy liabilities: a financial panic is precipitated; tlie New 
York Clearing House is forced to suspend; the Secretary of the 
Treasury comes to the aid of the banks by purchasing govern- 
ment bonds; the presidents of all the banks meet in council to 
devise ways of relief. President Grant comes to the city, but 
declines to accede to the bankers' request to aid the banks with 
the Treasury balance of $44,000,000; runs are made on banks 
and private bankers, and many sdx)ng houses fall during the 
ensuingten days. 

The Kvangeliwd Alliance of the World, on the Invitation of 
the American branch, holds a session in New York, 1-12 Oct.; 
the distinguished foreign delegates are received by the Presi- 
dent, 15. 

The Cuban war-steamer Virginius, under command of Capt. 
James Fry, which left New York for Cuba, 8 Oct., is captured 
by the Spanish steamer 2'amado, 31; the officers and 175 volun- 
teers are taken to Santiago de Cuba, where Gen. W. A. C. 
Ryan, Bernabe Varona, Pedro Cespedes, and Jesus del Sel are 
tried, convicted, and shot for piracy, 4 Nov.; Capt. Fry and 86 
of the crew are shot, 7; 12 more su£fer the same fate, 8; and 
57, 10; the news of the capture produces great rejoicing in 
Havana and intense indignation in the U. S. The Government 
puts a strong naval force into commission, whereupon Spain 
sprees to sorrend^ tbe Viri/Mus and tba remainaer fd " 
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1878. crew; this !3 done, 16 Doc, and while the vessel la being 000^ 
voyed to New York, she suddenly sinlcs otf North Carolina; the 
sui*vivor3 are given a great reception by their compatriots upon 
tlieir return. 

Th3 French steamship Ville du Havre, with a large passenger i 
list from New Yorlf , collides witli the British sliip Loch JSat%t 
23 Nov., and sinlcing, carries down 226 persons. 

Prof. Louis J. K. Agassiz, the eminent s«ieDtJst, dies at Cam* 
bridge, Mass., 14 Dec, aged 67. 

Mayor Hall, of New York, is acquitted of the charges agalnfllt 
him, 24 Dec 

The national expenses for the year are $290,345,245; the debt 
is $2,234,482,993: the unports are 1663,617,147: andtheexpoitSy 
$649,132,563. 
1874. An ameiidment to the appropriation bill, to reduce the Preddenf^ 
salary to $25,000 per annum on and after 4 March, 1877, is lo0« 
in the Senate, 12 Jan. 

The Communists of New York make a red-flag demonatr^J 
tion in Tompl^lns Square, and ai*e dispersed by 5ie poUoe, X^ 
January. 

Clian^ and Eng, the Siamesa. twins, die at their reslden.^^ 
near Sahsbury, N. C., within two hours of each other, 17 JsxM^ 
aged 63. 

Hon. Morrison R. Waite is appointed and conflnued CliS-^ 
Justice of the LI. S. Supreme Court, 21 Jan. 

"Mother" Stewart and a number of temperance wonfe.^ 
inaugurate a remarkable whiskey crusade ^throughout Obkp^ 
February. 

Prince David Kalakaua is chosen King of the Hawfd^^ 
Islands, 14 Feb.; he makes an American tour, reacliing W&i^ 
ington, 12 Dec, and being presented to the I^nesident, 15« 

James Gordon Bennett gives $30,000 for the relief of "tb* 
poor of New York, and a number of Bennett Soup Kitchen^ 
are opened, 18 Feb. 

Ex-President Millard FilliAore dies at Buffalo^ N.Y.» 8 Manfrj 
aged 74. 

Hon. Charles Sumner ^^es at his residence In Wasliingtoim# 
11 March, aged 63, after enjoining Senator Hoar not to let th^ 
Civil Rights Bill fail; funei*al ceremonies are held in thf^ 
National Capitol and at the State House, Boston. 

A great demonstration of tlie U. S. naval vessels at Key Weat^ 
Fla., terminates in a land di*ill, 23 March. 

Tlie Senate Committee on Finance report a bill to provide foi^ 
the redemption and issue of U. S. notes, which fixes the maxi<^ 
mum limit at $382,000,00v/, 23 March; Senators Conkling(N, 
Y.), Ste^val•t (Nev.), Anthony (R. I.), and l^hurman (O.), enter 
vigorous protests against any inflation of the cmTency ; the bUl^ 
considerably amended, passes by a vote of 29 to 24-— 19 belnsr 
absent; the House passes it, 14 April, by a vote of 140 to 102^ 
48 being absent; the President vetoes the bill, 22 April, and the 
Senate fails to pass it over the veto. 

The steamship Europe^ of the Frencn trans4it1aaticline. b 
found in a sinking condition in mid ocean, by the steaiOiQip ' 
0p«00^9 d April, and over 400 passengers are roBciisd* 
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Jesse Pomcvoy, ** the boy witb the piuk oye, of Boston, 
commits his first known murder, 22 Api*U, his victim being little 
Horace W, Millen. 

A political warfare breaks out in Arkansas between tlie adher- 
ents of Joseph Brooks, wlio claims to have received the largest 
numbaf of votes in the gubernatorial election, and Joseph 
Baxter, who has taken possession of tlie office: each leader 
musters an armed force to maintain bis claim, ana several fatal 
skirmishes occur, April, 

Henri liochefoi*t, the French Communist, who escaped from 
the penal settlement of New Caledonia, reaches the IJ. S. in 
May; ho delivers his first public lecture, in New York, 5 Jure. 

The dam of the large reservoir on Mill River, Mass., suddenly 
breaks, 16 May, and a tremendous body of water dashes 
in a destructive flood down the valley; the manufacturing vil- 
lages of Williamsburgh, Skinnerville, Haydenville, and Leeds 
are destroyed, and nearly 200 lives lost. 

President Grant lays the corner-stone of the new building of 
the American Museum of Natural History in Central Park, N. 
Y., 2 June. 

The corner-stone of the new Post-office and Custom House 
building in Chicago is Jaid, 24 June. 

Little Charley Koss is mysteriously abducted from his father's 
residence in Germantown, Penn., 1 July; his father spends a 
large foitune seai'ching for tlie missing boy, but never learns of 
his fate. 

A fire breaks out In Chicago, 14 July, and before it is checked 
it destroys over 1000 buildings, including 4 hotels, G churches, 
and 7 public buildinc^, among which are the Post-office, the 
Fine Art Institute, Aiken's Ineatre, a school-house, freight 
depot, and a savings bank; the loss is estimated at $4,000,000. 

The shore end of a new Atlantic cable is landed at Kye 
Beach, N. H., 15 July. 

A terrible rain-storm sweeps over the hills around Pittsburg 
and Allegheny City, Penn., 26 July, destroying several hun- 
dred houses, and causing a loss of 150 lives; the damages are 
estimated at $900,000. 

Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, appoints a committee to inves- 
tigate the charges preferred by Theodore Tilton against Henry 
Ward Beecher, of having seduced Mi-s. 'J'ilton. Mr. Tilton 
reads a sworn statement, detailing his charges and specifying 
the actions of Mis. Tilton and Mr. Beecher during the past two 
yeai-s, before the committee, 28 July; on the following day, 
Mr. Beecher declares Mre. Tilton's innocence, and Mrs. Tilton 
makes a statement in her own defence. William J. Gaynor 
causes the arrest of Mr. Tilton on a charge of having libeled 
Mr. Beecher, but the suit is not pressed, mv, Beecher makes an 
elaborate statement to his congregation, 14 Aug., denying al) 
charges of immorality; Mr. and ^^^s. Tilton ai'e subjected to f> 
severe cross-examination by the committee; and, at the joint 
request of Mr. Tilton and Mr. Beecher, Mr. Francis D. Moulton, 
a mutual friend and the custodian of many letters bearing upon 
the trouble, also appears before it. The committee annomices 
the results of its investigationa at tiie weekly prayer-meeting ol 
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1874 the church, 28 Aug. Mr. Beechor is acquitted of the charge, Ki 
and Mr. Moulton is so strongly denounced that the police haye 
to protect hiui from assaults by Mr. Beecher's friends on leav- 
ing the building. In the meantime, Mr. 'lllton institutes a civil 
suit against Mr. Boecher for |100,000 damages, his summons 
being issued 19 Aug. The cause is delayed from week to week 
until, on 17 Oct., Judge Neilson gi-auts an order fortlieplalntifi 
to furnish a bill of paiticulars; tliis loads to further complica- j5!5 
tions and ap^ieals, in which William M. Evarts appears for Mr. 
Beecher, and Gen. Roger A. iVyor for Mr. Tilton. The Court 
of Appeals revei-ses the decision of tlie Goneral Term, so fa' a» 
to assert the power of the court to gmnt the bill of particulaiB, 
7 Dec, wlien a new motion for the bill is made and gi'anted. 

An immense number of the citizens of New Orleansasse.i ^'0 
around the Clay status, 14 Sep.; a committee is ap[)oint^vl ^>o 
request Gov. Kellogg to abdica,te; upon his refusal, the V/hli>? 
League troops are posted about the city, and the metropoiiiaXi- 
police and the State troops are marched into line of battle' ^i^^ 
White Leaguers attacic the police, driving 4hem througi .*v^ 
Custom House, in which Gov. Kellogg, Collector Casey, in*^ 
other officera have taken refuge i on the following morning, ya.^^ 
White League pickets find tlie Capitol abandoned and take ju^*^ 
session. On ordera from Washington, Gen. Emory, U. i .L ^ -* 
takes i)ossession of aU the captured property, and notifies irJ^ ^ 
Kellogg, 18, that he is prepared to restore him to his oftic«. 

A fire breaks out at Gi*anite Mill No. 1, at Fall River, Mass-- ' 
19 Sep., at an hour when there are over 400 women and cliiL 
dren, besides the male operatives, in the building; an intei 
panic follows the discovery of the flames; the elevator refus,,,-^^^^ 
to work, and the operatives are forced to jump fi-om the iomHk^^^ 
and fifth story windows; 40 persons lose their lives and 80 
more or less severely injured. 

The Lincoln monument at Sprmgfield, 111., Is dedicated, II 
Oct., and the remains of tixe President are placed in a new 
and deposited in the crypt. 

The first baloon wedding on record takes place above Cin— ^-^ 
cinnati, 19 Oct., when the iTev. H B. Jeffries marries Miss 
Walsk anil Mr. Charles M. Colton. 

The centennial of the burning of the Peggy Stewart, with 
cargo of 2820 jjounds of tea, in the liarbor of Annapolis, Md,^. — • 
is celebrated, 19 Oct. 

John D. Lee, the leader of the Mormons in the Mountal 
Meadow massacre, in 1857, is captured, 1 Nov.; he is lodged ij 
jail at Beaver, Utah, and indicted for muixler. 

Hon. Ezi-a Cornell, founder of Cornell University, at Ithaca—^ 
N. Y. (cost $700,000), dies, 9 Dec, aged 67. 

Jaines Lick, of San Francisco, deeds his immense estate to 
board of trustees, and charges tliem to devote $700,000 to thi 
erection of an obseiTatory; $300, 000 to found and endow tli- 
California School of Mechanical Arts; $250,000 to the erection 
of a group of bronze statuary, representing the history of tli 
State; $100,000 to the buildhig of an Old Ladies' Home la Sa 
Francisco: $150,000 to IYvq XiwWOMva ^av^xaaivvteaanoe of *^ 
toathBi 1150,000 to tkio ©rwtoii ^1 ^Awoxoft TSiSMcwNMaRaji.*- 
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1874. liie author of the ** Star Spangled Banner; '' 1^5,000 hi gold to 
fhe Protestant Oi-phan Home,^n Francisco; $25,000 to found 
an Orphan Home in San Jos6 ; and $10,000 to the purchase of 
sdentific works for the Mechanics' Institute, San Francisco, 

The national expenses for the year are $387,133,873; tlie deht 
is $2,251,600,468; the imports aie $595,861,248; and the exports, 
$693,089,054. 

1875. The case of Theodore Tilton affainst Henry Ward Beecher is 

called before Judge NeiLson in tlie City Court, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
4 Jan. Gen. Koger A. Pryor, ex-Judge FuUerton, William A. 
Beach, and S. D. Morris appear as counsel for Mr. Tilton; and 
Hon. William M. Evaits, Gen. B. F. Traw^, and Thomas G. 
Shearman for Mr. Beecher; the opening address for the plain- 
tiff is made, 11, and the first witness is called, 13. Mr. Tilton 
takes the stand, 29, when Mr. Evarts objec ts to liis being sworn. 
Several days are spent in arguing the question; the court decides 
in the plaintiff's favor, andlhe exannnation begins, 2 Feb. Mr. 
Tllton's testimony is completed, 17; the case for the defence is 
opened, 25, and the fii*st witness is called, 2 March; the mem- 
bers of the church investigating conmiittee are called as wit- 
nesses, 29; Mr. Beecher takes the stand, 1 April, and declines 
to swear on the bible; his direct examination is closed, 18, and 
the cross-examination opened; he leaves the stand, 21, the re- 
direct closing at recess; the defense rests, 30; the rebuttal testi- 
mony is then taken; Mr. Tilton again takes the stand, 11 May, 
and denies all the testimony in defense; the taking of evidence 
doses, 13; the total number of witnesses examined is 111, and 
the time consumed in tlie examinations aggregates four and a 
half months; Mr. Evaits occupies eight days in summing up, 
and other counsel for the defense six more; Mr. Beach occupies 
nine days in his argument for the plaintiff; Judge Neilson 
charges the jury, 24 June; after a consultation of eight days, 
the jury come in and report that they are unable to agi'ee upon 
averdict, 2July. 

The State House at New Orleans is guarded by police early 
in the morning of 4 Jan., the day appointed for the opening of 
the Louisiana Xiegislature. The Democi-ats charge frauds upon 
^the RetuiTiing Board, and the Kepublicans charge intimidation 
* upon tJie Democrats; Mr. Wiltz is chosen chairman, against 
the protests of the Republicans, who attempt to withdraw, but 
are prevented: in the afternoon. Gen. De Trobriand entens tlie 
House with U. S. troops, and Mr. Wiltz and several Members, 
who are claimed to have been megularly seated, are taken into 
custody and marched out of the Hall; the Democratic Members 
then withdraw and the Kepublicans proceed to effect an organ- 
ization^ in the meantime, a second Congiessional Committee, 
consisting of George F. Hoar, William A. Wheeler, William 
P. Frye, and Samuel P. Marehall, is sent to New Orleans, 2 

.- Jan. Mr. Wheeler proposes a plan for adjusting the difficulties, 
to th« effect tliat tlie Assembly will not disturb the State Govern- 
ment, but>ccord Gov. Kellogg all legitimate support, and that 
the House as constituted on the awai'd of the committee shall 

'^ not be changed ; the plan is accepted, twelve Members excluded 
Igr tho Beturning Board are admitted, a conservative Speaker 
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r.v. .*•: r I ri': M .--L-? - f [ ;*:. It: :-<=: :lrit.o:-a of J^rae^ B. Eiis, 

rr. -trir-vr.- ♦*! Vr^.W'i A ■'.. : i.r !• ■'.r-rfxAr^ir'i f?*.-3i his cuoisla- 
r-v*; i^r-:r:-':r. ij J-i.-r. . . 'i i r.i.: r iiiv;r W-iTtSCed arid lieM 
to Vi:: ir. |:->V' *' '^^ '- -■ -~ - '-*i s-^i-: a:-i ui |3,>»,0'yj on t?ie 
ci •-; : • : :* ; K •: V- -;'-?:; . . • .t • ■ rr. .^ > of li-r I>; Ii=>w-«reet Jail , 
W'. rzx s. vL-il: TO i.-f .1 .--.4 Lrp:. 

/ .•;:;.!.-!»'.■> J .r^a *i .---' •;*-:;•- U inverr-rl wiih tbe berretTa of 
w \yA' : .>.\ of ::.-r It-;:ivi Ci'iioJc Ciiun^li, In Si- Pa: rick's 
C^: i j«: : i . Sr A- jV-r>. 2 7 A ^ rll . 

'In* V .r;'.-vs o!!I«:bils of Balu:.^.-:^rt take p<iiis<:aslon of the new 
C'lry Hi), IJ A:.r::. 

Prof. .>. k. WfrlL^, :Lt ibreiic^.-zl^t, of Xew York, <Ues, 13 

rhfiVo.!i. Wir., !• 'i-ritr.-.yA,! l.y fir*. 2? April. 

fi-^/n. (x*r*trs*^ ?i. Ri:-.h-:il--r. of .S-*ra*o2a, N. Y.. i? appointed 
Pre*! Viui J'rl'rr^ of rri-^ ht'^ :*iij-r^?0'3 C .'Urt of Esyi^t, Aiiril. 

'1 1 1* J j~tilu-ay \}t'A'z< ^t Porra'/e Fili^. N.Y., tiie longest wooden 
Via i J- 1 in the worl'I. i^ fl^r^rr'.-v': i by f.re. 5 M.iy. 

Til*; M ts^^nic T'rriii/ir- in Xe^r YorW is d-Klivatr:»l, 2 June. 

jy-v. \}i. Woe- 1, of pf'.liu I'riphia, re'.-^ives the pAUiuin of an 
Art.\\\M\'}\, of t'j'; 11 '-iru Carbolic Cborch, at the Cathedral of 
St. lV>:r aiKl St. P:i'il, 17 Jiwr.ft. 

An Ainent-an learii, c.>ii.s:stJnff of 0»1. H. A. Gildersleeve, 
OW. John H' Aline, .Vaj-^r Henry Fulton. Gen. T. S. Dakin, 
O'-orjre W. YaSe, a: id K. C. Ojleman. win the International 
Kjl1->ii*.'ir»-h at ]>'jViy mount, Ireland, 29 June. 

Hon. Honure iJiizney, tlie oldest lawyer and the oldest college 
gni'I:i;irc' in the 1,'. j^./dies at Philadei;-hia, 12 Aug., ageil fc?0. 

'I h'; Hunk of C:iiiforiii:i.at rsm Frr.neis^o. sus))ends,2G Aug.; 
on th'; f'^Howinir «i.iv, the (ioid and Meruliants' Banks siL«|>eiid, 
an'l Wilii;im C. Vci'<**\\, Piesidentof the Bank of California, 
and one of t lie wealrhr^^t and most i>opular citizens of San Fran- 
ci'"«*'o, coininit's srii«:ide by drowning:. 

'i'heoid jpTi^-r-^ifflro in'New York Is ^otesquely varated, 28 
Au^., and the maii-iuatter and archive's are transferred to the 
new fitrueture. 

Samuel D. Tillman, V\\. D., LL.D., dies in New Yori- , 4 Sep., 
aged 62. 

Com. Perry*? flag-s^hip, the Lawrenee^ Is raised froro the bot- 
ton of Lake Erie, where il had lam for oyer 60 years, t4 Sep. 




f. f 
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tW, The U. S. S. Bwatara leaves the Brooklyn Navy-yard, 80 
Oct., for Para, Brazil, to bring back ex-Confederate refugees. 

The steamship Pacific^ pl^ng between San Francisco and 
Portland, Or., founders, 4 Nov., causing a Iqss of 200 lives. 

Hon. Henrv Wilson. Vice-President of the U. S., dies at 
Washington, D. C, 22 Nov., aged 62; funeral services are held 
in the rotunda of the National Canitol and at Natick, Mass. 
Hon. Thomas W. Ferry, of Mich., President pro tern of the 
Senate, becomes Acting Vice-Pi'esident. 

William B. Astor dies in New York, 24 Nov., aged 83. 

Hon. M. C. Kerr, democrat, is elected Speaker of the House 
at the opening of the 43d Congress, 6 Dec. 

Hon. Benjamin H. Bilstow, having been appointed to succeed 
Mr. Richardson, as Secretary of the Treasury, institutes a 
determined war on the frauds which liave robt>ed the Govern- 
ment of an immense amount of revenue. His disclosures of 
the whiskey frauds in the west, whidi have cost tlie Govern- 
ment a loss in taxes of $1,650,000 in ten months produces a gi-eat 
sensation; John A. Joyce, Special Revenue Agent at St. Louis, 
and John MacDonald, Supei-visor of Internal Revenue tliere, 
are convicted and sentenced to tlic i)enitentiary, and Chief 
Clerk Avery, of tlie Treasury Department, and Gen. O.E. Bab- 
cock, the Pi-esident^s private secretary, are indicted for com- 
plicity, the former being convicted, Dec. 

The centennial anniversaiies of the early events in the Revo- 
lutionary war are appropriately observed during tlie year as 
th^ occur. 

The national expenses for the year are $274,623,392; the debt 
is $2,180,395,067; the imports are $553,900,153; and the exports, 
$643,094,767. 
176. Dr. Samuel G. Howe surgeon-general of the fleet in the Greek 
ln8un*ection, a San Domingo Commissioner and philanthropist, 
dies at South Boston, 9 Jan., aged 75. 

Rev. and Hon. E. D. Winslow, of Boston, is discovered to 
have committed extensive forgeries, 24 Jan.; he flees the coun- 
tiy, is aiTested in England, and after a long coirespondence 
between the U. S. and English Governments, he is released. 

Gen. O. E. Babcock, the President's private secretary. Is 
placed on trial at St. Louis, for complicity in the great whiskey 
frauds, 7 Feb., and is acquitted. } 

Hon. Reverdy Johnson, ex-U. S. Minister to England, dies 
suddenly at Annapolis, Md., 9 Feb.. aged 79. 

The Old Oak on Boston Common is blown down in a gale, 15 
February. 

An Advisory Council of Congregational Churches meets in 
Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., 16 Feb., to settle points of 
difference in church polity, arising from the course of Mr. Bee- 
cher's congregation. 

Charlotte Cushman, the tragedienne, dies at Boston, 18 Feb., 
aged 50. 

xhe House 6f Representatives Committee on Expenditures in 
the War Department, having had its attention directed to 
alleged abuses in the management of the post-tradership at 
Fort Stll, I. T., compels the ^ttend^pce of Caleb P. M^rshi ol 
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187G. New York, who had received the appoiutment In 1870; he 
acknowledges the regular payments or money to Gren. Belkiu^y 
tlie Secretary of War, in consideration of the aprvointment. The 
Cominittee summons tlie Secretary before it, 1 March, when he 
confesses the truth of the statements; he personally tenders 
his resiff nation to the President, 2 March, and it is immediately 
accepted. The same day the Committee ask the House for his 
impeachi!)^t, and a Conmiittce is accordingly appointed and 

, the Senate notified. I'he Secretary is aiTcste^ and released in 

$25,000 bail, 8 March; he is tried by the Senate on the House 
charges and his own confession, and acquitted by a vote of 35 
to 25, 1 Aug. 

Hon. Richard H. Dana, Jr., of Mass^ is nominated for U. S. 
Minister to England, in place of Gen. K. C. Schenck, resigned, 

6 Marcii; the Senate rejects the nomination, 4 April. 

Hon. Alphonso Taft, of Ohio, is appointed Secretary of War, 

7 March. 

Sister Harriet, the Mother Superior of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Order of All Saints in the U. S., dies in Baltimore, Md., 12 
March. 

Hon. A. 0. P. Nicholson, Chief Justice of Tennessee, dies at 
Colimbia, 22 March, aged 68. 

Alexander T. Stewart, the millionaire merchant of NewYork, 

^ dies, 10 April, aged 73; the remains are interred in a vault in 

St. Mark's chm'chyard, on Second Avenue, 13; his will, which 

bequeaths all his property to his widow, excepting $1,000,000 

fiven to Judge Henry Hilton and various sums nominated for 
is most faithful eniployes, is contested by James Bailey, clainii 
ing to be a cousin, June, but is subsequently probated. 

Dom Pedro II., Emperor of Brazil, accompanied by the Em- 
press Theresa, arnves in New York, 15 April; they are pre- 
sented to the President, 7 May, and, declining national atten- 
tions due their rank, they make a rapid and extended tour of 
the country as private pei*souages, and embark for Liverpool, 
12 July. 

President Grant vetoes a bill to reduce his salary to |25,000. 
18 April. 

The Centennial Exhibition, in Falrmount Park, Philadel- 
phia, is olficiallv opened, 10 May; Theodore Thomas's famous 
orchestra leads the ceremonies; Bishoj) Simpson, of the Metliod- 
ist Episcopal Church, off el's a pniyer; the President of the Board 
of Finance formally presents the buildings to the U. S. Cen- 
tennial Commission, by whose President, after the singing of 
Sidney Lanier's Cantata, tlicy are presented to the President of 
the U. S., who declares the exhibition opened. President Grant 
and the Emperor of Brazil then start the gigantic Corliss engine, 
and all the machinery in the vast place moves. The buildings 
cover a space of 75 acres, and aggregate 190 in number, 
including the five grand structures and the buildings of the 
States and Territories and foreign nations, representing a cost 
of $4,444,000, of, which $1,500,000 were loaned by the U. S. 
Government. The Exhibition closes 10 Nov.; it has been visited 
by 9,780,151 pei-sons, of whom 7,897,799 paid $3,761,807; tbi 



Bistory^of die ViiUea mates. 243 

♦ 
1876. largest attendance on any day was on 28 Sept., when 274,919 

]'>ei-sons passe(i the gates. 

The Prohibition Jteform Pai-ty hold a convention at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, 17 May; and nominate Gen . Green Clay Smith, of 
Ky., for President. 

A National Greenback Convention is held at Indianapolis, 
Ind., 18 May; Peter Cooper, of N. Y., is nominated for Presi- 
dent, and U. S. Senator Booth, of Cal., for Vice^resident; tlie 
latter declines, and Samuel F. Caiy, of Ohio, is substituted. 

Most Rev. James B. Purcell, llonian Catholic Archbishop of 
Cincinnati, celebrates his golden jubilee, 21 May. 

Edward Dubufe's celebrated pamting of the ** Prodigal Son," 
^ valued at $100,000, is destroyed at the buiiiing oL Melodeon 
Hall, Cincinnati, 26 May. 

Hon. J. Donald Cameron is sworn in as Secretary of War, 
and ex-Secretary Taft as Attorney-General, 1 June. 

Hon. Edward F. Beale is contiruied as U. S. Minister to Aus- 
• tria, 1 June. 

Tho Grand Commandery of the U. S. Knights Templar make 
a great i^rocession in Philadolpliia, 1 June. 

Kev. William A. Stearns, DM'y LL.D., President of Amheret 
College, dies suddenly, 8 June, aged 71. 

Com. Vanderbilt makes an additional gift of $300,000 to the 
trustees of the Vanderbilt Univers^ity, in 1 ennessee, bringing his 
total donations up to $1,000,000 for buildings and endowments, 
13 June. 

The Republican National Convention asseiTibles at Cincin- 
nati, 14 June; Marshall Jewell, Conn., O. P. Morton, Ind., 
Benj. H. Biistow, Ky., James G. Blaine, Me., Roscoe Conkling, 
N. I ., Rulhei-ford B. Hayes, Ohio, and John F. Hartiaun, 
Penn., ai*e nominated as candidates for the Pi'esldential nomi- 
nation. Tlie llrst ballot shows a strong prefei'ence for Mr. 
Blaine; but on the seventh, the Convention compromises on tlie 
least known of the candidates, Mr.Hayes,givhiglnni 884 votes, 
and then unanimously elects him. Hon. William A.Wheeler, 
of N. Y., is nominated for Vice-President. 

Discovering that ofBclal secrets concerning prosecutions Dn 
account of revenue frauds have been conmmnlcated to impli- 
cated parties, (ien. Bristow resigns his position as Secretary of 
tlie Treasury, l7 June. ^ 

A determined warfare against the Sioux Indians is begun 
early in June; Gen. Crook attacks them on Rosebud River, 17; 
a camp of 2000 lodges on tlie Little Horn is attacked, 25, when 
Gen. Uuster, his two brothers, a nephew, and brother-in-law, 
with 305 officers and men are killed. Gen. MacKenzie sur- 
rounds the camp of Red Cloud and Red Leaf, captuiliig the 
whole foi'ce without a shot, 23 Oct. : the next day. Gen. Cix)ok 
assembles the Indians at the Red Cloud agency, deposes Red 
Cloud, and proclaims Spotted Tail chief of all the Sioux. Gen. 
MacKenzie captures a hostile Cheyenne village of 200 lodges, 
with 500 warriors, 25 Nov. 

William Cullen Bryant is presented with a memorial vase of 
hammered silver, valued at $5,000, by his friends, in New York, 
80 June. 
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1876. A. HrWyman is uoininated aud confirmed as Secretexyol^ 

the Treasury, 20, 29 June. 

The Democratic National Convention meets in St. Leeds, I^Q 
June, and organizes by electing Hon. Joim A. McCiernand p&i>. 
nianont president; Messrs. Samuel J. Tilden, N. Y.; Thomsta 
F. Bayard, Del.: William S. Allen, Ohio; Judge Joel Parker, 
N. J.; and Gen. W. S. Hancock, U. S. A., are proposed for the 
Presidential nomination; on tlie ftrat ballot, Mr. Tilden receives 
403 votes in a total of 817, and before the result of the secoii.) 
ballot is announced, his nomination is made unanimous. Hon. 
Thomas A. Hendricks, of Ind., is nominated for Vice-President. 

William M. Tweed, after his escape from the officers in New 
York, goes to Cuba, and sails thence in the Garmen^ for Yigo, ' 
St>ain, '27 July; on entering the harbor of Vigo, the Carmen i* i 
boarded by the Grovernor, 6 Sep., and Tweed is arrested; th^ 
Spanish Government agrees to return liim to the U. S. withou* 
the usual formalities, and he sails on the U. S. S. FrankUn,the^ > 
homeward bound, 26; he arrives in New York, 23 Nov.', and tB 
at once lodged in jail ; in the meantime. Sheriff Brennan Is puU^ 
ished for neglect in permitting tlie escape. 

An extraordinary illumination and midnight torcnlight pro- 
cession take place in New York, 3-4 July. 

Colorado is admitted into the Union as a State, 4 July; John 
L. Routt, its firet Territorial Governor, is elected first Governor 
' of tlie State, Oct. 

Gen «- Green B. Raum is appointed Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue, 26 July. 

The New York yacht Madeleine wins the first of three races 
for the America's Cup with tlie Canadian yacht Countess oj ^ 
Duffer in, 11 Aug., by ten minutes, and the second, 12, by 27 
minutes. 

The Secretaiy of War, upon the order of the President, 
instructs Gen. Sherman to dispose of the available ti'oops in 
such a manner as to prevent and punish fraud at the polls on 
election day, 15 Aug. 

Hon. M. C. Kerr, Speaker of the National House of Repre- 
sentatives, dies at Rockbridge Springs, Va., 19 Aug., aged 49. 

A bronze statue of Lafayette, the gift of the French Riepubllc^ 
is unveiled in New York, 6 Sep. 

Hon. Henry ^. Wise, ex-Go vemor of Va., dies at^chmond, 
12 Sep., aged 70. 

Rev. Edmund S. Janes, D. D., senior and presiding Bishop 
of tlie M. E. Church, dies in New York, 18 Sep., aged 69. 

Gen. John Newton, U. S. A., blows up the Hailet's Point 
obstructions in Hell Gate, N. Y., 24 Sep. 

James Lick, the California millionaire, dies in San Frandsoo, 
1 Oct., aged 80. 

The first cremation furnace in the U. S., is completed at 
Washington, Penn., 1 Oct.; the body of Baron De Palm is the 
first one cremated, 6 Dec. 

The President declares S. Carolina to be in a state of insur- 
rection, and orders troops sent there to preserve the peace attli^ 
elections, 17 Oct. 
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IBtt. The State and National elections are the most exciting of any 
ever held. Federal troops are plentifully scattered throughout 
the Southern States, and strong forces are congregated in Wash- 
ington, D. C. and in New York City. In S. Carolhia, Gen. 
Wade Hampton, Democrat, and Daniel H. Chamberlain, 
Kepubllcan, are declared elected Governor and both are sworn 
hi as such ; the State has a dual Legislature, with two Speakers 
trying to preside at the same time, and the membei's of it« 
Keturulng Board are arrested and committed to the Columbia 
jail. In Louisiana, both political parties Invite pronnnent gen- 
tlemen, of tlie North, and the President sends a committee to 
witness the counting of the votes by the Returning Boai*d; while 
, another Presidential Conmiittee is appointed for a like service 
in Florida. The popular vote in the Presidential election, 7 Nov., 
according to the official returns, is: Tilden, 4,284,266: Hayes, 
4,033,295; Cooper, 81,737; Smith, 9,522; giving Mr.TUdena 
popular majority over all othei-s of 157,897 votes. The Return- 
hig Boards give Mr. Hayes 185 electoral votes and Mr. Tilden 
184; the votes of Florida, Louisiana, and S. Carolina, given to 
the Republicans, are disputed by the Democrats. The year closes 
on the greatest political tension ever known in the country, with 
the leaders of botli parties urging forbearance. 

Congress meets, 4 Dec; Hon. SamuelJ. Randall, Penn., Is 
elected Speaker of the House over Hon. James G. Blaine; a 
number of bills proposing a more satisfactory method of count- 
ing the electoral votes for President and Vice-President are in- 
troduced In both Houses, but there Is an aversion to action until 
the Visiting Committees return from the South and report. 

During a performance of ** Tlie Two Oiphans " In the Brook- 
lyn (N.Y.) Theatre, 5 Dec, a fire breaks out on the stage; a 
ten'iflc panic is created; the building is entirely destroyed, and 
over 300 persons lose their lives by burning, suffocation, or being 
crushed In the stampede; the remains of 100 unrecognized bodies 
are buried in one large grave In Greenwood Cemetery. 

The national expenses for the year are $258,459,797; the debt 
is 12,180,395,067; the imports are $476,677,871; and the exports, 
$044,956,406. 

;77. Commodore Cornelius Vanderbllt dies at his residence in New 
York, 4 Jan., aged 82; he wills five of his daughtere $2,500,000 
each in railroad bonds, and, after providing for his other chil- 
dren and a number of old friends, bequeaths the remainder of 
his great fortune — ^whlch Is said to aggiegate $100,000,000 — to 
his son, William H. Mre. La Bau, one of his daughters, in 
behalf of Cornelius, a brother, begins pi-oceedings to set aside 
the will, before the Surrogate, 14 Nov. 

Messi-s. Nicholls (Dem.) and Packard (Rep.) are each inau- 
fi:urated Governor of Louisiana, at New Orleans, 8 Jan.; the 
Democrats gain possession of all the public buildings except the 
State House, 9, and during that week the Democi-atlc Legisla- 
ture gains large accessions from the Republican body. In ac- 
cordance with President Hayes's ** Southern Policy,** the U. S. 
troops are officially withdrawn from seiTice in the dty. 84 
AoriL 
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1877. Both parties in Congress compromise, in the matter of 
disputed electoral returns, in an arrangement which takes bI 
m a bill providing for the appointment of an Electoral C 
mission, to whom shall be referred all over one set of reti 
from any one State, and all single returns that may be dispi 
by either party, for decision as to the lawful vote; the 
ori:X»"JUi»ig ill tho Senate, Is passed, 25 Jan., by a vote of 4 
17,^ana in the liousj, 2i5, by a vote of 191 to 86, and itrece 
tlie Tresi lent s ai»i»rovai, 29. The Commission is selected, aco 
lug to the pix)vi<iou3 of the bill, 1 Feb., as follows: the Se: 
elects Messrs. Elinunds, Morton, Frelinghuysen,Thurman, 
Bayanl; the IIt>use, Messrs. Paj*ne, ifinter. Abbot, Garfl 
and Hoar; the U. S. Supreme Court chooses Justices Cliff 




Court room, 1 Fi.b. , and on the same day both Houses of Cong 
meet in joint S'^ssioa to receive the electoral returns from 
States; th;) foliowuig counsel appear for the Republican e 
ors: AIossi^. William ^I. Evarts, N. Y.; Stanley Matthews, 
Ed\^in B. Stongliton, X. Y., and Judge Shellabai^er, Ohio] 
the Democratic electors, Mtssre. Charles O* Conor, N.Y.; Ji 
Jeremiah Black, Ponn.; Lyman Trumbull, 111. ; and Kid 
Merrick, D. C; the votes of Alabama, Arkansas, Califor 
Colorado, Conne^-iiciit, and Delaware are read and conn 
three ccriiiK'urt-s arxj presented fi-om Florida, and referred t( 
Commission, which, after hearing tlie objectors and cotu 
dei'ide* in favor of the Republican electors by a vote of 81 
1:5 Feb. The c;ise of Louisiana is settled by the Commia 
hi the same n^anner, and the two Houses of Congress oouni 
vote for the Kv^iubliv-ans, 20. The next contest is on the 0« 
vole, objov :*.v ;3 Ixiug mised to the counting of either ce 
i*atc ; the Coiuaiissiou devidos by the same party vote that Me 
iXloU. \Va::s, and Canwriiiiuarethe legally appointed ele(^ 




nier An^ tlu^u divlarevl dulv eltvteil. 




laud and n>tfusi\l "ounal from Dublin Cathedral. 

KtNir.Ada.iral Chan.^ l>avis, U. S. X., Suj^ermtendent o 
IT. S. Na\-a; v>Us<rv:«ory, dies ai Washington, D. C, 18 J 

•«jh1 ;a. 

Uou. John Welsh, Pr^aident off the Centennial Boai 
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i'. Finance, is presented with a check for f50,000 by peDSOXUd 
friends in Pliiladelphia, which he iinmediately elves to the 
University of Pennsylvania, to endow a cliair of nistory and 
English literature, 23 Feb. 

Gen. Rutherford B. Hayes and Hon. William A. Wheeler 
are inauguiated nineteenth Piesident and Vice-President 
resi)ectiveiy, 5 March. Congress assembles the same day in 
special session and confirms the following cabinet appointments: 
Secretary of State, William M. Evaits, N. Y.; Secretaiy of the 
Treasury, John Shei-man, Ohio; Secretaiy of War, George W. 
McCrary, Iowa; Secretary of the Navy, Richard W.Thompson, 
Ind.; Secretary of the Interior, Cail Schurz, Mo.; Postmaster* 
General, David M. Key,Tenn.; and Attorney-General, Charles 
Devhis, Mass. 

Prof. A. Graham Bell gives an exhibition of his newly 
Invented telephone before a gathering of scientific men, by 
which conversation is carried on between Salem and Boston, 15 
March; at another exhibition, 2 Apiil, a piano concert hi Phila* 
delpliia is distinctly heard in Steinway Hall, New York. 

The President appoints Frederick Douglass, the well-known 
colored orator, U. S. Mai-shal for the Disirict of Columbia, 19 
March. 

John D. Lee, convicted for complicity in the Mountain Mea- 
dow massacre of emigrants by Mormons, is executed by shoot- 
ing on the scene of the tragedy, 23 March.- 

After a conference with Gen. Wade Hampton and DavM H, 
Chamberlain, both claiming to have been legally electea Gov- 
ernor of S. Carolina, the President orders the withdrawal of U. 
8. troops from Columbia, 2 April; the troops march out of the 
city, 10, and Mr. Chamberlaui surrenders the Grovernor's office 
and papers to Gen Hampton. 

The Westminster Kennel Club gives the first bench show of 
dogs, in New York, 7-11 May. 

Gen. U. S. Grant, accompanied by his wife and one son, 
leaves Philadelphia for an extended European tour, 17 May; he 
is entertained at luncheon by the Lord Mayor of Liverpool, 29; 
after being dined by the United Service Club and a number of 
distinguished Englishmen and Americans, he is presented witii 
the freedom of the City of London, 15 June, and entertained 
by Queen Victoria at Windsor Castle, 26, Duiing July and 
Aug., he visits Brussels, Cologne, Frankfort, Homberg, lays 
the corner-stone of an American Episcopal Church, at Geneva, 
makes the tour of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, and receives 
the freedom of the cities of Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen, 
Inverness, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and of the boroughs of Ayr and 
Elgin • he goes to Stratford-on-Avon, 28 Sep., and leaves Eng- 
land for Franco, 24 Oct. He is received by Marehal MacMahon, 
the President, 25, dines with him, 27, and is given a most bril- 
liant banquet by U. S. Minister Noyea, 29; leaving Paris, 80 
Nov., he visits Lyons, Mai-seilles, and Nice, embarking at the 
latter place, 15 Dec, on the U. S. S. VandaXia, for visits to Gib- 
raltar, Algiers, Constantiuople, AthenSf Alessandria, Catro^ 
Qenoa, PaJermo, Naples, and Malta* . 
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1877. The business center of Galveston, Texas. Is destroyed Iqr 
fire, 8 June, involyiug a loss of |1 ,525^000 

' The Nez Perces Indian war brea^^ twc, lo 9une, in Idaho; 
Gen. Howard fails to capture or surprise Chief Joseph; but Gen. 
Miles, witli a picked force, follows the Indians so pertinaciously 
that after a severe engagement, the whole war party surrenders 
to him, 5 Oct. 

Eleven ** MoUie Maffuires," condemned for murder in the 
coal regions of Pennsylvania, are hung at Pottsville, 21 June. 

Right Rev. Bishop Littlejohn lays the corner-stone of the 
Cathedral of the Incarnation, a memorial of the late A. T. 
Stewart, at Garden City, L. I., 28 June. 

A mai-ble reredos, erected in Trinity Church, New York, at 
a cost of $26,000, in memory of the late William B. Astor, is 
dedicated, 1 July. 

In consequence of a reduction of 10 per cent.in wages, the eiW 
Queers, firemen, conductors, brakemen, switchmen, and otiiier 
employes of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad go on a strike, 1 
July; by the close of the week, the strike extends to the New 
Vork and Erie, the Pittsburg, the Fort Wayne and Chicago, 
£he Pittsburg, Cincinnati, and St. Louis, the Pan-Handle, and 
Pennsylvania Central Railroads. State troops are called out in 
Maryland, Ohio, West Vi^nia, and Pennsylvania, and Federal 
troops in West Virginia. Engagements between the strikers and 
their friends and trie soldiers occur in Baltimore, 20, in which 
several persons are killed and a large number wounded, and at 
Martinsburg, West Va. In Pittsburff, Penn., the ti-oops have 
encountei*s, 17 and 21; on the latter day, the strikera oapbue a 
car filled with coke, saturate the mass with i)etroleum, and 
igniting it, push the car to the Round House, which soon 
becomes a mass of flames with all Its contents; between 200 and 
800 lives ai-e lost at Pittsburg, 125 locomotives are destroyed, 
and 8500 cars are burned. Bloody riots occur in Chicago, 25, 
'• 26, that of the second day being a pitched battie in which artil- 
lery is freely used. By tiie dose of the second week, the stiike 
extends to all the northern roads, and six States are underarms, 
the ti'oops being used in protecting property and attempting to 
move trains. During the second week, the backbone of the 
strike is broken, and compromises between the railroad officials 
and the disaffected employes lead to a gradual reopenhig of 
traffic, the withdrawal of tiie troops, and the return of 84,000 
railroad men to duty. The Pennsylvania Railroad suffered 
more severely than any other, its losses at Pittsburg alone ag- 
gregating (12,000,000, for which it subsequent sues the 
county. 

A canal constructed by the National Grovemment around Des 
Moines Rapids, on tiie Mississippi, at Keokuk, at a cost of 
$4^1 ,000, is opened, 22 Aug. 

Brigham Young, IVesident of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Sahits, dies at Salt Lake City, Utah, 89 August, 
aged 76. 

Pi*of • Asaph Hall, of the U. S. Naval Observatory, cBBCoven 
tte moous of the planet Mars, Sep., and exdtea m profoQid 
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\BTt. interest of scientific and astrv^iiomical circles throngboot the 

world. 

Most Rev. James R. Bayley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Baltimore and Primate of the (Jhnrch in tlie U, S., dies at New- 
ark, N. J., 3 Oct., aged 63; lie is succeeded by tlie Right Rev. 
James Gibbons, his coadjutor. 

Gen. George B. McClellan is elected Governor of New Jersey, 
6 Nov. 

George S. Ban^js, originator of the fast mail service, and 
Superintendent oi the Railway Mail System, dies suddenly a! 
Washington, D. C, 10 Nov., aged 52. 

Moses H. Grinnell, who fitted out Dr. Kane's expedition In 
^arch of Su* Jolin Franklin, dies in New York, 24 Nov , 
aged 63. 

Tlie U. S. sloop-of-war Huron is wrecked in a gale near Ore- 
gon Inlet, N. C, 24 Nov., and over 100 lives are lost. 

Tlie President and Mrs. Hayes celebrate then' feilver wedding 
in the White House, 29 Dec. 

The national expenses for the year are |238,660,008; the debt 
is 12,205,301,392; the inipoitsarc $492,097,540; and tlie exports, 
$676,115,592. 
1878. Gen. Grant sails from Malta on a tnp to Egypt and the Nile, 1 
Jan; at Alexandria, 6, the Khedive offers liim tlie use of his 
palace and a steamer to navigate the Nile. He reaches Con- 
8tantinoi)le, 2 March, is dined by the Bntish Minister, 4, and 
anives at the Piraeus, escorted by three ironclads, 8; the Gen- 
eral and his wife are received by the King and Queen of Greece, 
at Athens, 9. and the ruins of the ancient temples and tlie Pai> 
thenon are illuminated in his honor, 11; two days later, with 
his wife, he entertains the King and Queen of Greece on the U. 
S. S. Vandalia. The party reatS Rome, 20, where they are pre- 
sented to the Pope by Cardinal McCloskey and received \%ith 
marks of high distinction, 80. Tne King of Italy gives a din- 
ner, 13 April, at which all his Ministers attend. Florence is 
reached, 15, and the remainder of the month is spent in various 
parts of Italy. The General returns to Paiis, 9 May, to attend 
the World '8 •Exposition, and then goes to Holland, where the 
Government has made extensive arrangements for liis enter- 
tainment; seven days are passed in this hiteresting country, and 
he then depaits for Germany and Russia, reaching St. Peters- 
burg, 30 July, and being received by the Czar Alexander on the 
day following. He is enthusiastically received at Vienna, 21 
Aug., and after spending a few days in the leadin*' cities of 
Austria, he departs for a lengtiiened tour of Spain, Portugal, 
and Algiers, and another visit to Paris. Previous to the contem- 
plated trip to China, Japan, and India, the party start for Ire- 
land at the close of Dec. 

Samuel Bowles, for many years editor and proprietor of tlie 
Springfield (Mass.) Eepublican, dies, 16 Jan., after a lingering 
illness. 

Gold declines to 101 J hi N'^w York, 23 Jan., the lowest figuii 
quoted since 1862. •* 

The steamship Jf^^r^Tp^^is, bound from Philadelphia for Brav' 
Wltti a Iftrgo eargo of Iron and a party of engineers, arf ^ 
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1878, aiid laborers, for railroad work, is wrecked near Kitty Ha 
N. C, 31 Jan., and about 100 lives are lost. 

Edward K. Collias, founder of ttie first American line 
8teani8lui>3, dies in New York, 22 Jan., aged 76. 

Congress having made an appropriation for the representa 
of American art and indastry at the Paris Exposition, B 
Richard McCk>rmick is ap^xiinted Commissioner-General, 
U. S. S. 8iipply, Wyf/min^, and Constitutioa are placed at bis 
posal for tlie transix>rtation of American extiibits; the 8ai 
loads at New York, tlie Wyoming at Washington, D. C, 
the ConstUiUion at Philadelj^liia, and all get under way in 
latter i>art of Feb. 

The U. S. Senate, after rejecting the free-coim^e clause 
providing for a conference of the Latin Union States to f 
common ratio between the values of gold and silver, passes 
Bland Silver Bill, 16 Feb.; the House concui-s in the ami 
ments, 21; the President vetoes the bill, and both Houses 
it over tiie veto. 

The Greenback National Convention meets in Toledo. 
22 Feb., and organizes a National Party, with Judge Fra 
W. Hughes, as president; the platform advocates a Nati< 
currency which shall be a legal tender for all purposes, and 
]K>8es land grants, prison contract labor, and Chinese imoa^ 
tion. 

Gren. Thomas 'C. Anderson, a member of the Louisi 
Ketuming Board, charged with forgery, is sentenced to 1 
yeare' irnpi-isoument at hard labor and costs, at New Orleans 
Feb.; on the same day, a motion Is filed to transfer the casei 
Messrs. Wells, Kenner, and Catena ve, the other memberg 
the Board, to the U. S. Couit. The Supreme Court of the Si 
decides, 18 March, that the Vernon Parish returns are not i 
ceptlble to the charge of forgery, and orders the dlschargi 
Gen. Andei*son; the Attorney-General moves for a reheai 
of the case, which the Supreme Court refuses, whereu 
Gen. Anderson is released and action against the othei* m 
bere abandoned. , 

Henry Ward Beecher is sworn in as Chaplain of the ] 
Eegiment, N. G. S. N. Y. (Brooklyn), 1 March. 

Hon. Benjamin F. Wade, ex-President of the U. S. Sen 
dies at Jefferson, Ohio, 2 March, aged 77. 

Daniel O'Leaiy, of Chicago, wins the great pedestrian < 
test in London, 18-23 Mai*oh, walking 520 miles and two 
longs in 139 hours, 10 min. 

Albert E. Church, for forty years professor of ma 
matics in the U. S. \lilitary Academy, dies at West Point 
March. 

Secretary Sherman makes a contract in New York for the 
of t50,0()0,000 of the ^ per cent. Bonds for gold, 11 April 

William M. Tweed dies in Ludlow Street Jail, New York 
April. 

A bill to repeal the bankrupt law passes the House, 25 A] 

by a vote of 206 to 39, and the Senate, 10 May, by a nxajc 

of 5: the bill takes effect, 1 Sep. When it becomes evident 

■k tbe W will be repealed, an enormous number of petitioui 
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18TO. voluntary bankruptcy are filed In the Northern and Eastern 
States. 

I'iie first train on the Gilbert Elevated Railroad in New York 
is run through Sixth Avenue, 29 April, and the first one on the 
New York Elevated Kailroad (east side) is run, 15 Aug. 

John Morrissey, formerly a noted prize-fighter, but latterly a 
New York State Senator and Member of Congress, dies at Sai-a- 
toga, N. Y., 1 May, aged 47. 

By the explosion oi inflammable gases, five steam flouring- 
mills at Minneapolis, Minn., are destix)yed, 2 May, with a loss 
of 18 lives and $1,500,000 in capital. 

WUliam S. O'Brien, of the California firm of Flood & O'Brien, 
the famous Bonanza kings, dies in San Kafael, 2 May, aged 52. 

Joseph Henry, LL.D., Secretary of the Smithsonian Institute, 
dies at Washington, D. C, 13 May, aged 80. 

A $300,000 music hall is opened in Cincinnati, Ohio, with a 
grand musical festival, 14 May. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign Relations submits an elab- 
orate report, 28 May, on the work of the Fisheries Commis- 
sion, which, under the ti'eaty of Washington, assembled at Hali- 
fax, 15 June, 1877, and awarded, 23 Nov., the sum of $5,500,- 
000 in gold to be paid by the U. S. to Great Britain in 
compensation for the fisheries privileges held to have been 
accorded citizens of the U. S. above those granted the subjects 
of Great Britain by the Treaty. The Committee regards the 
award as exorbitant, expresses a hope that the British Govern- 
ment will fully review the case, and recommends the adoption 
of a bill for the payment of the award. 

Considerable excitement prevails throughout the month of 
May by the arrival of the steamship Cimbna at Southwest Har- 
bor, Me., with 660 Russian naval officers and seamen on board, 
the pmchase of three fast steamships by Russian agents in the 
U. S., and the- mysterious movements of the Bntish frigate 
Birius, which is evidently watching the Cimhria, 

The Potter Investigating Committee, charged with the inves- 
tigation of alleged election frauds in the South, begins its ses- 
sions in Washington, 1 June. Messrs. Blackburn, Reed, and 
Springer are appointed a sub-committee to take testimony in 
Louisiana, and Messrs. Hunter, Steuger, and Hiscock in Fla. 

William Cullen Biyant, the distmguished poet-jounialist, 
dies in New York, 12 June, aged 84. 

The report of the examining committee of Plymouth Church, 
on the charges prefeiTed against Mrs. Theodore Tilton for 
slandering Mr. Beecher, is adopted, 21 Jan., and Mrs. Tilton is 
formally excommunicated. 

The Rev. John Dowling, D. D., a Baptist minister, best 
known for his ** History of Romanism," dies at Middletown, 
N. Y., 4 July, aged 70. 

The fii-st resident embassy of the Chinese Empire accredited 
to the U. S., consisting of Chhi Lan Pin. the chief, Yung Wing, 
associate, and 36 others, reaches San Francisco, 25 July. 

Evei-t A. Duyckinck, the popular author, dies in New Yoii^ 
18Aug.,aged 62. 
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1878. Rev. John H. Raymond, D. D., President of Vassar Cc 
dies at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 14 Aug., aged 64. 

A yellow fever epidemic, in New Orleans, Memphis, ' 
burg, Grenada, Port Gibson, and other Southern citie 
towns, has caused a loss of 3400 lives up to 1 Sep. : by 2( 
the cases in New Orleans alone aggi'egate 12,792, of whicl 
have terminated fatally. 

Rev. Mark Hopkins, D. D., is elected president of the J 
can Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions, at Milwj 
3 Oct. 

The Manhattan Savings Institution in New York is I 
into by masked burglars, 27 Oct. ; the janitor is forced 1 
render the keys and the combination of the lock, and $2,7 
in bonds and |11,000 in cash are stolen. 

Thomas A. Edison, of Menlo Park, N. J., creates a sen 
in Oct., by announcing that he has at length discovered a n 
of dividing the electric current and its light '^ndeflnitel; 
has perfected a practical system for light' ^g dwelling 
public buildings by means of this cuirent. 

The remains of the late Alexander T. Stewai 
mysteriously abstracted from the vault in St. Mark's cl 
yard. New York, 8 Nov.; by direction of Mrs. Stewart, 
Hilton offers a reward of |25,000 for the return of the ^( 
information that will convict the tliieves; the rewaiti is 
quently doubled. 

Gold sells at par on Wall Street, New York, 17 1 >ec. 

Hon. Bayard Taylor, the well-known author, and U. S 
Ister to Germany, dies at Berlin, 19 Dec. 

The national expenses for the year are |236,964,32G; th 
is 12,256,205,892; the imports are $466,872,846; and the ex 
722,811,815. 

1879. The U. S. Government resumes specie payments, 1 Jjin., w 

embari-assment to itself or the public. 

Hon. Caleb Cushing dies at Newburyport, Mass., 2 
aged 79. 

Gen. Grant and party arrive in Dublin, 3 Jan., andlea^ 
land for London, 9. While on the way to Marseilles t 
passage for India, the General and his wife pay a farewe' 
to Paris, and, 16, are dined at the I'alace d'Elys^e, by Pre 
MacMahon, who invites a distinguished company to meet 
Leaving Marseilles, 23, the party pass Suez, 1 Feb., Ad 
and la!id at Bombay, 13, receiving distinguished attentior 
the liritish and native authorities; departing from Allali 
22, tho party make stoppages at Agra, Delhi, Cawnpore, 
now, Bunares, and Calcutta, reaching the latter city, 10 \ 
and leaving it, 17, for Rangoon and Singapore; the an*i 
Siain is made 1 April, when the American Consul at Ban 
witli one of the princes and an aide-de-camp of the King, 
him with a Government steamer in the Gulf, and escort 
party to the capital. The King showei*s honors of an un] 
dented character upon the General. Hong Kong is reac 
May, and the entire mouth V& v^^^d In Cliina^ oonsidc 
tUae being occupied by tto QtQv\eTa\ v^avV Yi^v^^^xxs^Nsk^ 
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>. sing the question of the status of the Chinese in the U. S.y and 
the means of enlarging the commercial relations of the two 
countries. The Emperor of Japan appoints a committee of dto* 
nitaries to receive and entertain the General in his behalf, and 
places the summer palace in readiness for his use. The oobw 
mittee sail from Yokohama^ 14 June, and meet the General and 
paily at Nagasaki, 3 July; preceeding direct toTokio, the GeiL, 
is personally welcotned by the Emperor, 4, with a wai-mth off 
cordiality unusual in Japanese comt life. Two months m 
passed in this country, where the citizens vie with the Govern, 
ment in the elaborateness of their entertainments, and on SSeo. 
the party sail from Yokohama for San Francisco, where tnev 
arrive, 20, thus ending the most remarkable pleasure-tour cm 
record. r 

The Hon. Morton McMichael, of Philadelphia, ** father of 
Fairniount Park," and editor of the North American, dies, 
Jan., aged 72. 

Mrs. Ada L. Anderson accomplishes the feat of walking 3700 
quarter-miles 4n that number quarter-hours, at Brooklyn, N,Y«. 
13 Jan., making her last quarter-mile in 2:37}. the quickest 
time of the walk. 

Chief Justice Charles P. Daly, of New Y'ork, is elected Prafll- 
dent of tlie American Geogi-aphical Society, 14 Jan. 

A bill providing for the payment of aireai-s of pensions, hav- 
ing passed both Houses of Congi-ess, is signed by the Pl*esideilt| 
25 Jan.; the lowest estimate oi the amount required to pay all 
claims under it is 180,000,000. 

The subscriptions to the new 4 per cent. Government loan 
during Jan. amount to |158,851,150; during the same period 
Secretary Sherman has called in bonds to the amount of $150,- 
000,000. 

The U. S. Centennial Commission closes its financial affairs 
and adjourns tine die, Jan.; the total receipts from all sources 
were $11,161,611, and the expenditures, including the return of 
the Government appropriation of $1,500,000 and dividends to 
stockholdei-s, about $150,000 less. 

A billiard tournament for the championship of the world, the 
champion vase, and a purse of $1,000, is won in New York, by 
Jacob Schaefer, 7 Feb., with a score of seven games and an 
average of 85. 

Thomas Lord, the New York million au*e whose marriage with 
Mrs. Hides created a sensation in American and European 
society circles, ciies, 8 Feb., aged 85. 

The degree of Doctor of Laws is conferred upon Peter Cooper 
by tlie Univei-sity of the State of New York. 12 Feb., Mr. 
Cooper's 88th birthday. 

A bill to restrict the immigration of Chinese to the U. S., bv 
making it unlawful for the master of any vessel to bring to this 
country more than 15 Chinese passengers, which has passed the 
House after a heated debate, is passed in the Senate, 15 Feb. by 
a vote of 39 to 27; the President vetoes the bill, 1 March, and 
Congress fails to pass it over the veto. During the debate in th^ 
Senate, 14, Senator B. K» Bmce occupies the chair, being V 
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1879. first colored mau who sat oiflcially in the seat of the Vlo9» 
President of the U. S. 

Congress meets hi extra session, 18 March; Samuel J. Ban* 
dall is elected Speaker of the House; in the reconstimctioa of 
tht Senate Committees all the chairmanships except three go 
to the Democrats, viz; Finance, Mr. Bayard; Foreign Relations, 
Mr. Eaton; Commerce, Mr. Gk)rdon * Judiciary, Mr. Thurmaii; 
Appropriations, Mr. Davis (West Va.) ; Patents, Mr. Keman; 
and Privileges and Elections, Mr. Saulsbury. The South fui> 
nishes 30 of the 43 Democratic Senators, of whom Id are exi 
Confederate officei-s. 

Gen. John A. Dix dies at his residence in New York, 21 
April, aged 81. 

Both Houses of Congress pass a bill prohibiting the use of 
Federal troops on election days, May; the Pi*esident vetoes it as 
conflicting with Iiis constitutional prero^tives and as nulUf jing 
the laws of 1793; the bill fails to pass tne veto. 

A great Mermon demonstration takes place in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, 6 May, in honor of Daniel H. Well^, first counselor to ttie 
Twelve Apostles, for his refusal to reveal the secrets of the Ea« 
dowment House before the U. S. Court. 

William Lloyd Garrison, the noted Abolitionist, dies in New 
York, 24 May, aged 75. 

St. Patrick's CSthedral, on Fifth Avenue, New York, is dedi* 
cated with imposing ceremonies, 25 May. 

President Hayes vetoes the Legislative Appropriation Bill, 29 
May, and the House refuses to pass it over the veto, by a vote 
of 113 to 91; under a suspension of the rules, the House passes 
it, 9 June, by a vote of 188 to 22, the negative votes be^ng 
Democratic. 

A great sensation is produced in New York, 11 June, by the 
finding of the dead body of Mrs. Dr. Alonzo G. Hull, a prom« 
inent society lady, at her residence, under circumstances sug- 
gesting a mysterious murder; the detectives are baffled in then* 
search for the murderer, and appear to be trying to weave a 
drcumstantial net aiound Dr. Hull himself, when a negro, 
Chastine Cox, is arrested in Boston, 23, and led to confess that 
he committed the miurder in an attempt at burglary. He is 
brought to New York, indicted, tiied, and subsequently hanged 
for the crime. 

Mra, Sarah Dorsey dies, July, and leaves by will her beautiful 
house at Beauvoh*, Miss., several valuable plantations^ and all 
her personal property to Jefferson Davis. 

Secretary Schm*z makes a visit to tlie Spotted Tail Agency, 
and personally investigates the Sioux giievances, Aug.-^p.. 

Daniel Drew dies suddenly at his residence in Ne\% York, 18 
Sep., aged 82. 

An Indian outbreak occurs at the White River Agency, In 
Colorado, 29 Sep., when the Utes kill Lidiau Agent N. C. 
Meeker and several of his assistants, carry the women and 
children into captivity, and kill Major Thomburgh, who had 
been sent to the Agent's relief, with many of his command; the 
furviving troops intrench in a gulch and sustain a heavy fire 
trom the bluSA until aOct.| when wptamPodge and 40 colorad 
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1879. ftokliers cut tlieir way through the Indian force and relieve 
Captaiu Payne's beleaguered garrison. Gen. Menltt reaches 
the scene, 5, to relieve the command, having marched 170 miles 
in a little over two days. Gen. Adams bruigs the women into 
camp, 24, witli proposals for peace and a promise from Ouray, 
the head Chief, to arrest the mm'derers of Mi*. Meeker and his 
men. 

Henry C. Carey, the foremost American political economist, 
dies at Philadelpliia, 18 Oct., aged 86. 

Maj.-Gen. Joseph Hooker, u. S. A., dies suddenly at Garden 
City, L. I., 31 Oct., aged 64. 

Hon. Zachariah Chandler, U. S. Senator from Michigan, is 
found dead in bed at a hotel in Chicago, 1 Nov., aged 66. 

The Rev. Lovick Peirce, D. D., the Nestor of the Metliodist 
Episcopal Church, South, dies at Sparta, Ga., 10 Nov., aged 94, 

The national expenses for the year are $266,947,883; tlie debt 
is $2,219,782,408; the imports are $466,073,775; and the exports, 
$717,093,777. 

1880. Contrary to general expectation, the Legislature of Maine is 

organized at Augusta, 7 Jan., without bloodshed, but not with- 
out scenes of great excitement. Gen. Cliamberlain assumes 
control of all the public property and institutions, 9, promising 
to hold them for the people until Governor Garcelon's successor 
is legally elected and qualified. 

The oflicei-s of the New Yoik Society for the Prevention oi 
CJi'uelty to Children rescue a number of children from starvation 
and cruel treatment at the Sliepherd's Fold, 17 Jan., and pro- 
secute the Kev. Edward Cowley, the manager, to a conviction 
and imprisonment. 

Hon. Alexander H. Stephens makes a memorable speech in 
tiie House of Kepresentatives, 19 Feb., against tlie Democratic 
policy of attaching political riders to appropriation bills. 

Congress passes a joint resolution authorizing tlie Secretary 
of the Navy to transport contributions for the relief of tlie suf- 
fering poor of Leland, Feb.; he accordingly selects tlie U. S. 
8. Constellation for tlie mission, and she is put into commission, 
18 March. Hon. Levi P. Morton, James Goi*don Bennett, an(i 
Hon. W. R. Grace volunteer to contiibute each a fomth part of 
all the cargo she can cany. 

M. Ferdinand de Lesseps is received by tlie American Society 
of Civil Engineers, at New York, 26 Feb.,- where he delivers an 
address on his Suez Canal laboi*s and his projected canal across 
the Isthmus of Darien. 

Denis Kearney, the sand-lots agitator of San Francisco, is 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment and to pay a line of 
$1,000 for disturbing the peace and using language tending to 
incite riots, March. 

The Meti'opolitan Museum of Art, New York, is formally 
opened, 30 March. 

The Egyptian Obelisk, presented by the Khedive to the city 
of New York, is successfully embarked at Alexandria, 31 Maix'li. 
A rumor gains ci-edence that William H. Vanderbilt has 
engaged to pay Commander Gorriuge, U. S. N., $75,000 u^a 
the arrival of the sliaft at New York, tor the expense of " 
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1880. tt down and transporting it; the shaft readies New York, 10 
July, and is erected in Central Park. 

The centenary of the birth of Wm. E. Channing, the apostle 
of Unitarianism, is celebrated at Newport, K. I., 7 April, by 
the laying of the corner-stone of a memorial church. 

Postmaster-General Key resigns his office, May, and is suc- 
ceeded by Hon. Horace Maynard, the U.S. Minister to Turkey,! 
whose diplomatic position is filled by the appouitment of Gen^ 
James Longstreet, of Confederate fame. 

A Republican Anti-Third-Term Convention is held at St. 
Louis, 6 May, under the presidency of Gen, John B. Henderson, 
to protest against the renomination of Gen, Grant for the Presi- 
dency. 

The centennial anniversary of the settlement of the city of 
Nashville, Tenn., is observed, 17-24 May, the chief event being 
the unveiling of an equestrian statue of Gen. Jackson, erected 
by popular subscription on the Capitol grounds, 20. 

The first national meet of American bicyclists is held at New- 
port, R.I., 31 May, when 31 clubs are represented by 160 wheel- 
men; the parade of 145 machines awakens a strong interest in 
this new method of exercise and sport. 

The taking of the Census of 1880 begins simultaneously in 
every city, town, village, and hamlet in the U. S., except ic 
Alaska and the Indian Territory, 1 June; the reports, witlu 
the above exceptions, show the population to be 50,152,866. 

The Republican National Convention meets in Chicago, 2 
June; Senator George F. Hoar, of Mass., is chosen permanent 
president. The platform is adopted, 5, and the first ballot for 
a Presidential candidate is taken, 7, with the following result: 
U. S. Grant, 304; James G. Blaine, 284; John Sherman, 93; 
George P. Edmunds, 34; Elihu B.Washburne,30; and William 
Wlndom, 10. The 30th and final ballot is taken, 8, when Gen. 
James A. Garfield, of Ohio, is nominated, he receiving 399 
votes to 307 for Grant, 42 for Blaine, 3 for Sherman, and 5 for 
Washbnrne. Gen. Cliester A. Arthur, of New York, is nom- 
inated for Vice-President on the first ballot, receiving 468 votes 
to 193 for Washburne, 44 for Marshall Jewell, of Conn., 30 for 
Horace Maynard, of Tenn,, 5 for Senator B, K. Bruce (colored), 
of Miss., 2 for Judge Davis, of Texas, 4 for J, L. Alcorn, of 
Miss., 1 for Judge Settle, of N. C, and 1 for Stewart h. Wood- 
ford, of N. Y. 

The Greenback National Convention is held in Chicago, 9 
June; the balloting for candidates begins 11, the first being 
in informal one in which Gen. J, B, Weaver, of Iowa, receives 
?24* votes; Hendriok B. Wright, of Penn., 126*; Stephen B, 
Dllfaye, of N. J., 119; Gen. B. F. Butler, 95; and Solon Chase. 
)f Me., 89. Gen. Weaver Is declared unanlmouslv elected, and 
Jen. J. B. Chambers, of Texas, Is nominated for Vice-Pred- 
lent. 

The Prohibition National Convention is held at Cleveland, 17 
Tune; Nell Dow, of Me., is unanimously nominated for Praai* 
lent, and A. M. Thompson, of Ohio, for Vice-President. 

TTlie Demoenitlo National Conventioo tiiaiubka in ObandbBt- 
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nati, 23 June. The New York delegation yresent a letter from 

1880. Samuel J. Tilden, positively declining to allow the use of hig 
name in connection with the Presidential nomhiation. Hon. 
John W . Stevenson is elected pennanent president, and the 
Tammany Hall delegation from New York are rejected. On the 
third ballot, 24, Gen. Winfield S. Hancock, U.S. A. is nomi- 
nated for President, receiving 705 out of 738 votes, and Hon, 
William H. English, of Ind., is nominated for Vice-President 
on the first ballot. 

The bicentenaiy of the discoveiy of the falls of St. Anthony, 
by the Fianciscan friar Louis Hennepin, is celebrated "'t Min- 
neapolis, Minn., 8 July. 

Dr. Henry S. Tanner, of Minneapolis, Minn., completes the 
feat of abstaining from food for forty consecutive days, dming 
which he lives on water alone, at New York, 7 Aug. 

Gen. A.T. A. Torbert, the famous Union cavalry ojfficer In 
the civil war, is lost at the foundering of the steamship Vtra 
Cruz, off the Florida coast, 29 Aug. 

The 250th annivei-sary of the settlement of the city of Boa- 
ton is appropriately observed, 17 Sep. 

The 150th ariniversaiy of the settlement of the city of Balti- 
more is celebrated with imposing historical and hidustiial 
demonstrations, 11-16 Oct. 

The Pieej'tential eUction takes place, 2 Nov.; the returns 
show a po])ular iiepi;trhcan vote of 4,450,921; Democratic, 
4,447,888; Greenback, S07,740; and Prohibition, 10,305; the 
electoral votes aie« Kcp iblican, 214; Democratic, 155. 

Mre. LucretVt Aio^t. |»hilanthropist, reformer, and preacher, 
dies in Montgo^ier/ Co., Penn., 11 Nov., aged 87. 

Prof. James B. ilnffcll, John F. Swift, and William H. Tres- 
cott, CommisPioneT s Plenipotentiary sent to China in March to 
negotiate a treaty which shall restrict the immigratiom of the 
Chinese to the U S., conclude their negotiations and sign two 
treaties at Pekin, 7 Nov., one being exclusively commercial. 

The Rev. Edwi i H. Chapin, D.D., one of the most noted of 
American clergy nen, dies in New York, 26 Dec, aged 66. 

The national f Kpensesof the year are $267,642,957, the debt 
is $2,121,481,476 , the imports are $760,989,056; and the exports, 
$833,294,246. 

1881. An Internationa) Sanitary Conference, attended bj' represenli^. 

tives of 19 govf rnments, assembles at Washington, D. C, 6 
January. 

The Egyptia i obelisk is set in its permanent position in Cen- 
tral Park, New Vork, 22 Jan. . 

The Rev. Job j S. Macintosh, D. D., one of the most eminent 
preachers m th(.' Irish Presbyterian Church, accepts a call of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, of Pliiladelphia, Jan, 

Hon. Fernaixlo Wood, M. C. from New York, and Chairman 
of the House Jommittee of Ways and Means, dies at Hot 
Springs, Ark., 13 Feb., a^ed 68: the Committee elect Mr, Tuc- 
ker, of Va., to succeed him as Chairman. 

Hon. James A. Garfield is inaugurated President of the U«S.« 
4 March. Th » inauguration ball is hela in the new building.ol 
fhe National Mugeum. th« completkm of which has beer ^ 
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1881. hastened for the occasion. The Senate meets in special execu- 
tive session immediately after the inaugural ceremonies. The 
new President submits the following cabinet appointments, 5 : 
Secretary of State, James G.Blaine, Me.; Secretary of tlie 
Treasury, William Windom, Minn.; Secretary of War, Robert 
T. Lincoln (son of the martyr President), 111.; Secretary of 
the Navy, William H. Hunt, La.; Secretary of the Interior, 
Samuel J. Kirkwood, Iowa; Postmaster-General, Thomas L, 
James, N. Y.; and Attorney-General, Wayne McVeagh, Penii. 

The President renews President Hayes's nomination of Hoiu 
Stanley Matthews for the vacancy m the U. S, Supreme Court, 
14 March, and the nomination is confirmed after a sphited 
debate, 13 Mav, 

Postmaster-General James presents a paper to the President, 
28 March, in which Vice-President Arthur, the Postmaster- 
Greneral, and U. S, Senatora Conklingand Piatt, of N. Y., pro- 
test against the removal of Gen, Men-itt from the CoUectorship 
at New York, and the appointment of Mr. Robertson, and claim 
that the Soiiatora from New York should have been consulted, 
by courtesy, in reference to the contemplated appointments in 
that State. As the President does not recede from his posi- 
tion, Messrs. Conkling and Piatt announce then* resignation in 
the Senate, 16 May; their letters of resignation are presented 
to the Legislature of New York, 19, and balloting for their 
successors begins, 31^ both Senators and their friends labor to 
secure their re-election, and disgraceful scenes attend the i)ro- 
gi'oss of tlie balloting, which continues until 22 July, when 
Elbridge G. Lapham is elected to succeed Mr, Conkling, and 
Warner Miller to succeed Mr, Piatt, 

Ex-Secretary of State William M, Evai-ts and ex-U, S. Sena- 
tore Allen G. Tlmrman and Timothy Howe sail for J^ance, 5 
April, to attend the International Mone^^ary Conference in Paris, 
as representatives of the U. S. 

Postmaster-General James begins an investigation into the 
alleged ** Star-Route" frauds in the conveyance of the mails, 
March. He issues an order forbidding any increase of service 
or compensation on any of the mail routes without his sanction, 
depriving his assistants of the power of granting increases at 
discretion. The publication of the manner in which tlie Star- 
Route service has been ** expedited " creates a great sensation. 
Gen. Thomas J, Brady, Second Assistant Postmaster-General, 
under tliese exposures, resigns, 20 April; J. L, French, one of 
his clerks, is removed, 26; and Mr. Mo drew, the Sixth Auditor 
of the Treasury Department, who has had charge of the Post 
Office accounts, resigns, 2 June; a number of Senators, Con- 
gressmen, and other prominent men are implicated in the frauds; 
the prosecution of the Star-Route case is j)laced in the liands oi 
the Attorney-General, who is assisted by W.A. Cook, of Wash- 
ington, D. C, Benj. li. Brewster, of Philadelphia, and (after 
the accession of President Arthur) George Bliss, of Now 
York; the case is dismissed by Judge Cox, 10 Nov., on the 
ground that the proceeding by information cannot be sustained, 

Mrs. Vinnie Ream-Hoxie's heroic bronze statue of Admiral 
■iL F&vragat, the first statue over cast by the Government^ and the 
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1881. only statue of a naval officer ever ordered by it, is unveiled at 
Washington, D, C, 25 April. 

Prof. Henry Youle Hind, of Windsor, N. S., an authority on 
the subject of tlie Canadian fisheries, creates an excitement, 
April, by appealing to the Britisli Foreign Office for j)ennission 
to substantiate his charge of fraud and foi-gery preferred 
against the Canadian officials who prepared the Uanadiau statis- 
tics on which the Halifax Fishery Commission made tlie award 
of $5,500,000 against tlie U. S. 

Tiie **(Edipus Tyrannus" of Sophocles is performed in the 
original Greek, with classic scenery and costumes, by tlie 
students of UaiTard at the University, 17 May. 

The U. S. Senate adjourns sine die, 20 May, after confirming 
all the important nominations made by the President except 
that of William E. Chandler for Solicitor-General, which is 
rejected by a vote of 19 to 24. 

The Navy Department dispatches the steam whaler Rodgers 
from San Francisco, in seacli of the Jcanneiteand other missmg 
Arctic vessels, 15 June. 

Charles J. Guiteau, a disappointed office-seeker, attempts to 
** remove " President Garfield by assassination, in the waiting- 
room of the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Depot at Wash- 
ington, D. C. As the President is about taking the cars to spend 
a few days with his sick wife at Long Branch, N. J., 2 July, 
Guiteau fires two shots at him, one of which takes effect; 
he is immediately arrested and lodged in the Distiict Jail^ 
and letters found in his pockets show that he has premeditated 
the murder of the President. The wounded President is removed 
to the White House, and several physicians and surgeons make 
an examination of his injuries and pronounce them liable to 
terminate fatally within a few hours. The intelligence pro- 
duces consternation throughout the countiy, and all prepara- 
tions for the celebration of the 4th of July are abandoned. 
The surgeons in attendance are . Drs. D. \V. Bliss, J. K. Baraes, 
J. J. Woodward, and Kobert Reybm-n, of Washington, D. C; 
the chief nurse is Mrs. Dr. Edson, of the same city; and Drs. 
Hayes Agnew, of Philadelphia, and Frank H.Hamilton, of 
New York, are summoned as consulting surgeons. Amidst the 
prayers of Christendom for his recovery, the condition of the 
President improves and relapses by turns until the close of 
August, when it is determined to remove him from the malarial 
influences of the national capital to the ocean-purified shore 
of Long Branch. A special train is prepai'ed and tliQ journey 
is made, 6 Sep., the distance being covered in about 7 houi*s, or 
at the rate of 55 miles per hour. He stands the transit well, and 
becomes cheerful when placed in a room in the Francklyu Cot- 
tage facing the ocean. While apparently recovering with 
rapidity, he is, suddenly seized with chills, 16, which last until 
the morning of 19, when even the confident Bliss abandons 
hope; at 10 o'clock that night he awakens from a sound slum- 
ber, complains of a severe pain around his heart, and exphes 
10:35, after an 80-day struggle for life, in the 50th year of his 
age. The remains are taken from Long Bianch, 21 , and He in 
State in the rotunda of the Capitol iiX\^«&\x\\v^v>\:L>&£i^^^^ 
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1881. when funeral services are held. They reach Cleveland, Ohio, 
24, and lie in state in a meraoria! pavilion erected on Monument 
Square until 26, v^rhen public funeral ceremonier ve held, and 
the body is temporarily placed in the receiving ^ult of Lakft 
View Cemetery. A few moments after the deatri of the Presi- 
dent, the members of the Cabinet at Long Branch notify Vice- 
President Arthur, in New York, of the event, and urge liim to 
take the oath of office without delay : tliis oath is accordingly 
administered to him at his residence by Judge John R. Brady, 
between 2 and 3 o'clock on the morning of 20 Sep. The new 
President hastens to Washin^on and makes a call of condo- 
lence upon Mrs. Garfield. He issues a proclamation designating 
26 Sep. — the day of the funeral — ^as, a day of fasting and 
prayer throughout the country. 

Guiteau, in his cell, attempts to murder one of his guards, 
William McGill, 7 Aug. He is fired at by one of his guards. 
Sergeant John Mason, 13 Sep, He is indicted for murder, 7 
Oct., and brought to trial before Judge Cox, 14 Nov., m the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. The prosecution 
is conducted by IT. S. District Attorney George B. Corkhill, 
and George M. Scoviile appears as Counsel for the defense; the 
trial is continued during the remainder ot the year, the i)risoner 
being all the time demonstrative and abusive. 

Hon. Ambrose E. Burnside, soldier, Governor, and U. S. 
Senator, dies suddenly at Bristol, li. I., 13 Sep., aged 57. 

Hon. Charles J. Folger, Chief Justice of the New York Court 
of Appeals, is sworn into office as Secretary of the Treasury, 
15 Nov., succeeding Mr. Windom, who returns to the U. S. 
Senate. Secretary Blaine resigns, 15 Dec, and is succeeded by 
ex-U. S. Senator F. T. Frelinghuysen, of N. J.; and Attorney- 
general McVeagh resigns, and is succeeded by Hon. Benjamin 
H. Brewster, of Penu., 16 Dec. 

The centennial of the surrender of the British army under 
Lord Cornwallis is celebrated at Yorktown, Va., 19 Nov., with 
elaborate ceremonies, in which, the descendants of French and 
German officers who seiTod witli Wasliington participate. ^ 

The national expenses for the year are $254,817,363; the debt 
is $2,018,869,697; the imports ai-e $753,240,125; and the exports, 
$898,153,891. 

1882. The steam whaler RodgerSy which left San Francisco, 15 June, 

last, in search of the Arctic exploring steamer Jeannette, is 
burned and sunk at her winter-quai-ters in St. Lawrence Bay, 1 
January. 

Particulars are received early in Jan. of the crushing of the 
Jeannette in the ice, in latitude 77*^, longitude 157^, on the 11 
June last. The crew tlien embarked in three boats, but were soon 
separated by wind and fog; Engineer Mellville, with 11 men, 
reached the mouth of the Lena River in one boat, 19 Se]).; 
subsequently a second boat, with Comm'knder De Long; Dr. 
Ambler, and 12 men, reaches another part of the same river. 
Mellville's paity make their way to Irkutsk, and in Oct., two 
Bailor's of DeLong's party arrive at Bulcour in search of aid; 
the sailors join Mellville's party, and all set off to rescue De 
Long; nothing further is heard until a telegram is received from 
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1^82. Mellville, under date of 24 March, of this year, announcing 
that he has found De Long and his paity, all dead, and fi 
continuing in search of Lieut, Chipp and the crew of tne third 
boat. I 

Hon. Timothy 0. Howe is confirmed as Postmaster-General, 
5 Jan., succeeding Mr. T. L. James. 

Ex- Judge JohnK, Poiter becomes associated with the prose- 
cution of Guiteau; during the examination of witnesses the 
murderer grows more violent and abusive, and is frequently 
threatened by Judge Cox with removal from the court room..' 
Judge Porter begins liis final address, 23 Jan.; Judge Cox 
charges the jury, 25, and within half an hour a verdict of guilty 
as indicted is agreed upon. The tragedy terminates 80 June, 
w^hen Guiteau is hanged in the Distnct Jail, 

The Kev. Henry W, Bellows, D. D., a distinguished Unitarian 
minister and president of the U. S. Sanitary Commission dming 
the civil war, dies at New York, 30 Jan., aged 67. 

Congress passes a bill giving Mrs. Garfield a pension of 
$5,000 per annum, which the President approves, 16 Feb, 

A fire destroys the business part of Haverhill, Mass., 17 Feb., 
entailing a loss of $2,250,000, and affecting 282 firms and busi- 
ness houses, ^^ 

President Arthur nominates ex-Senator Roscoe Conkllng to 
be an Associate Justice of the U. S. Supreme Court, 24 Feb, 
The nomination is confirmed, but Mr. Conkling declines three 
days after confirmation, 3 March. The vacancy is filled by the 
nomination of Judge Samuel Blatchford, of the U, S, Circuit 
Court, who is unannnously confirmed. 

Hon. James G. Blaine delivers a eulogy upon the late 
President Garfield at the national memorial seiTices held in the 
hall of the House of Kepresentatives. Washington, D. C„ 
27 Feb. 

Congress passes a bill for the apportionment of representa- 
tion on the basis of the census of 1880, Feb., which mcre'^ses 
the number of Representatives to 325. 

The second trial of the Star Route cases is called in the crimi- 
nal court at Washington, 9 March; Gen, Brady's bail is fixed 
at $20,000, and that of the minor conspirators at from $500 to 
$5,000. Attorney-General Brewster promises to lead a vigorous 
prosecution, aided by George Bliss, of New York; Col. Kobei-t 
G, Ingei-soll, a personal friend of the incriminated ex-Senator 
Stephen W, Dorsey, is chief counsel engaged for the defence. 
On the trial the jury render a verdict of guilty against several 
of the alleged minor conspirators, and fail to agi*ee on the guilt 
of the principals, 11 Sep. The Government makes another 
effort to convict the principals in Dec, and the case is hardly 
opened at the close of the year, ^ 

Congress passes an anti-Polygamy Bill, drafted by Senator 
Edmunds, of Vt., 22 March, which provides for the punishment 
of polygamy by fine and imprisonment upon conviction, and 
also for the disfranchisement of polygamists. 

Henry W. Longfellow, the world-popular poet and man of 
letters, dies at Cambridge, Mass., 24 Mai'ch, aged 76» ^^ 
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1882. Jesse James, the notorious desperado of the West, is 
by the Ford brothei*s, at St. Joseph, Mo., 3 April, 

President Arthur vetoes an anti-Chinese Bill, restii 
Chinese immigration to the U. S. for 20 yeai-s, and prov 
for the registi'ation of all Chinamen now in the count 
April, A second and modified bill limiting the restriction 
years is approved by tlie President, 6 May. 

Captain H. W. Howgate, of the U. S, Signal Office, an 
on a charge of having embezzled funds of the U. S, in his 
ing as disbui'sing omcer, escapes from custody, 13 April 
successfully eludes capture. 

Judge Hunt, Secretary of the Navy, resigns, April, a 
appointed U, S. Minister to Russia. William E. Chandler, 
it., is nominated as his successor in the Navy Departmeni 
the nomination encounters strong opposition in the S( 
which, however, confirms it. Secretary of the Interior Kirk 
also resigns, and is succeeded by Hon, Henry M. Tell< 
Col, 

Ralph Waldo Emereon, one of the most realistic of Ame 
authoi*s, dies at Concord, Mass,, 27 April, aged 79. 

A bill for the appointment of a Tariff Commission i 
both Houses of Congress, and the President, 5 May, api 
Messrs, Henry W, Oliver, Jr., Robert P, Porter, Jacc 
Ambler, John W. H. Underwood, John L. Hayes, Dunca 
Kenner, and Austin M. Garland as the Commission. ' 
submit an exhaustive rej)ort to Congress, 4 Dec, wlii 
referred to the Committee on Finance in the Senate an 
Committee of Ways and Means in the House. 

A bill to extend the chartere of the national banks is si 
by the President, 12 July. 

The President vetoes a bill appropriating nearly $19,00 
for the improvement of rivei*s and harbore, 1 Aug., a 
is passed over the veto on the following day. 

Congress appropriates |57,000 for compensation of Pres 

Gcarfleld's medical attendants, and an aggregate of $11,4] 

the extra pay of the White House employes duiing his illi 

Baltimore institutes an oriole festival, similar to the J 

Gi*as of New Orleans, 13-14 Sep. 

Philadelphia celebrates the bicentennial of the landii 

• WilUam Penn, 22-27 Oct. 

The German astronomers, Profs. Muller and Deichm 
observe the transit of Venus, at the observatory of T 
College, Hartford, Conn., 6 Dec. 

The national expenses for the year are $254,009,448 
debt is $1,920,467,093; the imports are $767,111,964: an 
oxports, $776,720,003. 
1883. The House bill to reduce internal revenue taxation havhig 
adopted, is sent to the Senate, where it is recommitted t 
Committee on Finance, who report it, 4 Jan., with ameadi 
embracing a thorough revision of the tariff based upoi 
report of the Tariff Comra ission ; after several conference 
bill is adopted by both Houses, 3 March. 

The Newhall House Hotel in Milwaukee, Wis., is destr 
by Are, in which 100 lives are lost. 10 Jan* 
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1883. Vnriis.m E- Dcdge, a prominent merchant and philanthropist 
pf New York, dies, 9 Feb., aged 77. 

Hon. Marshall Jewell, of Conn., ex-Governor and ex-Post- 
master-General, dies, 10 Feb. 

Hon. Edwin D. Morgan, war Governor of New York, dies in 
New York City, 14 Feb., aged 72 ; his will bequeaths $795,000 
to vai'ious charitable and educational histltutions. 

Hon. Alexander H. Ste])hen8, Vice-President of tlie Southern 
Confederacy and (after the war) a member of Congress from 
Georgia, dies Governor of the State, at Atlanta, 4 March, aged 
TO. 

The Grand Jury of Washington, D. C, finds indi( tments 
against Gen. Brady and ex-Senator Kellogg, of La., for com- 
plicity in the Star-Koute frauds, 27 March : the taking < f evi- 
dence in the new trial closes, 12 April; W.W. Ker sums ip for 
the Government, and is followed by Mr. Bliss, also of the p*r)8e- 
cution, who si)eaks seven days, concluding 8 May ; the charge 
to the jury is delivered, 12 June, and the jury bi*hig in a verdict 
of not guilty as inflicted, 14. 

James Gilfillan, U. S. Treasurer, resigns, 1 April, and Asaist- 
ant Treasurer A. U. Wyman is appointed his successor. 

Peter Cooi)er, tlie well-known i)hilanthropist and foundei of 
the Cooper Institute, dies in New York, 4 Ai>ril, aged 92 

As Governor of Massachusetts, Gen. Butler begins a crusade 
against tlic administration of tlie Tewksbmy Poor-house, 
charging revolting acts upon the officers, 19 April ; in a subse- 
quent ti-ial his charges are not sustained. 

A ti'eaty between the U. S. and Corea is ratified at .Seoul, 15 
May. 

S G. W. Benjamin % appointed fii*s*. Minister resident and 
Consul-General of the U. S. hi Pereia, May, and reaches Teheran 
in June. 

Tlie great suspension bridge, spanning the East River from 
New York to Brooklyn, is formally opened, 24 May. Designed 
by John A, Roebling, C, E., work upon it was begun 3 Jan., 
1870, and prosecuted, after the death of Mr, Roeblinff, undf-r 
the direction of his son Washington A. Roebling, C, E. The 
total length from the City Hall, New York, to Sand Street, 
Bix>oklyn, is 5,980 feet;tlie length of the main span is 1,505J ft., 
the towei-s are 27GJ feet high, and the fioor of the bridge at the 
centre is 135 feet above nigh- water mark; each cable is 15f 
Inches in diameter, and is composed of 5,000 whes, each <^ne- 
eighth inch in diameter; the tota^ cost is about $15,600,000, 
which is borne equally by the two cities. 

Through the liberality of W.W. Corcoran, the millionaii'e of 
Washington, I>. C, the remains of John Howard Payne, the 
author of ** Home, Sweet Home," who died U, S. Cousul at 
Tunis, 1 April, 1852, are brought to the U. S.: after im- 
pressive services, in which the President of the U. S., his Hab!- 
net, and other distinguished personages take part, the rema.in3 
Are finally deposited in Oak Hill Cemetery, Wash ingtr>n, D C, 
I^June, 

The U. S, B. Tawtio and tbo Ardlc ateamei Proteus leave 3^ 
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1888. Johns, Newfoundland, ror the relief of iheGreely adenttflt 

expedition to Lady Franklin Bay, 2D June. 

At the close of the fiscal year, 30 June, thei*e are 303,058 
pensioner on the Government rolls, of whom 198,648 are array 
Invalids, 74,374 anny widows, minor children, and dependent 
relatives, 2,468 navy invalids, 1,907 navy widows, minor chil- 
dren, and dependent relatives, 4,831 survivom of the war of 
1812, and 21,336 widows of men who served In that war; th« 
amount of all the pensions is $32,245,192.43; the total amount 
paid on pension account during the fiscal year was $60,064,i 
009.23,nearly one-half of which was for arreai^s.-The reduction 
in the interest-bearing debt during the year is $125,581,250, 
^ which secures a permanent annual reduction in the Interest 
charge of $5,923,401; the annual charge on interest account is 
now $51,436,709, a reduction of $99,541,291 in 18 years, during 
which the principal of the debt has been reduced $1, 205,840,- 
864. The total coinage at the Riiladelphia mint during the yeai 
amounts to 80,691,282 pieces, valued at $21,483,759. y 

The 833d year of the existence of Santa F6, New Mexico, is 
historically observed, 2 July. 

Captain Matthew Webb, the famoua English swimmer, is 
drowned in an attempt to swim through the whirliK)olat Niagara 
Palls, 24 July. 

Enoch Pratt execute's a deed of the properiy of the Pi-att 
Pi-ee Library to the city of Baltimore, and gives his check foi 
$833,333 to be invested for the support of the library, July. 

President Arthur opens a Southern Industi'ial Exposition a^ 
Nashville, Tenn., 1 Aug. 

The city of Galveston, Texas, celebrates the centenary of 
its incorporation, 13 Aug, 

The celebration of the completion of the Northern Pacifto 
fiailroad is begun at St. Pauls, Minn., 8 Sep. ; the last spike is 
driven at Independence Gulch, western Montana, 8. 

President Arthur officially receives the Corean Ambassadors 
in the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, 18 Sep, 

The reduction in the rate of letter postage from mree cents to 
two goes into effect, 1 Oct. 

The centennial convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in America is held in Christ Church, Philadelphia, 
beginning 8 Oct. 

The Exposition buildings at Pittsburg, Penn., vrith all their 
contents, are destroyed by Are, 8 Oct , involving a loss of $150,- 
000 on buildhigs and $800,000 on exhibits. 

The bicertennial of the th-st German settlement In the U;, Sk 
is celebrated at Germantown, Penn. , t Oct 

The U. 8. Supreme Court pronounces a number of the 
provisions of the Civil Rights Bill unconstitutional, 15 Oct. 

The command of the armies of the U. S. is ti'ansf erred from 
Gen. W. T. Sherman, rethed apon age-limit, to UeoU-G^n. 
Philip H. Sheridan, 1 Nov . 

Dr. J. Marion Sims, the great surgeon and founder of the 
Women's Hospital In New Yoric, dies, 13 Nov., aged 70. 

A remarkable cantilever bridiEe Is oonstructea .Acro0> tiM 
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1883. Niagai-a River, and a teat train of 22 1 Jcomotives and 22 loaded 
gravel cars passes over in safety, 22 Dec. 

Tlie importations of crocke'-y during the year are estimated 
at 18,000,000, an increase of $2,000,000 over the previous year, 
due, it is claimed, to the construction of the recent revision of 
the taiiff on crockery, which practically gives tlie English 
manufacturers the advantage of a 10 per cent, reduction in the 
duties. 

The national expenses for the year are $258,570,604 ; the debt 
is 11,873,415,924; the impoits are $751,670,305; and the exports, 
$825,846,813. • 
1884. Dr. Edward Lasker, the distinguished German Liberal, dies in 
New York, 4 Jan ; funeral services are held in the Temple 
Emanu-El, 10 ; resolutions of condolence with the German 
people are adopted in the National House of Representatives 
and forwarded to Prince Bismarck, to be laid before the Parlia- 
ment ; declining to do so for political reasons he returns the 
resolutions with an explanation, 16 Feb. 

Julius Hallgarten, a wealthy banker of New York, dies at 
Davos, Switzerland, 7 Jan.j his will disposes of $3,000,000 to 
charitable and educational nistitutions. 

Tlie steamship City of Columbus leaves Boston for Savannah, 
16 Jan., and is wrecked off Gay Head, southwest end of Mar- 
tha's Vineyard, Mass., 18; of 126 officers, crew, and passeng- 
ers, only 29 are saved. 

A bill to restore Gen. Fitz John Porter to the army and retire 
him with the rank of Colonel passes the House, 1 Feb., and 
the Senate, 13 March; it is vetoed by the President, 2 July. 

Wendell Philli])s, the veteran Abolitionist and orator, dies at 
Boston, 2 Feb., aged 72. 

Congress appropriates $300, OOu for the aid of the sufferers by 
the western floods, 11 Feb., and grants $200,000 additional, 15. 

A commercial convention between the U. S. and Spain is 
signed, 13 Feb. 

The remains of the victims of the Jeannette Arctic disaster, 
Lieut.-Commander George W. DeLong, U. S. N.; Jerome J. 
Collins, meteorologist; James M. Ambler, surgeon; Walter 
Lee, George W. Boyd, Heinrich Knaack, Carl A. Goitz, Adolf 
Dressier, and Nelse Ivoreon, seamen; and Ah Sam, Chinese 
cook, in charge of Lieut. Harber and Master Schnetze,U. S. N., 
reach New York, 20 Feb.; the official reception takes plate, !^, 
when the bodies are taken, in a most impressive procession, to 
the Brooklyn Navy-yard, via the East River Bridge; funeral 
ceremonies are held in the Church of the Holy Trinity, New 
York, 23, after which inteimenta ai*e made according tO the 
wishes of the relatives of the deceased. 

A treaty between the U. S. and Mexico Is ratified t>j our Sen- 
ate, 1 March, and by the Mexican Congi-ess, 15 May. 

Cincinnati has a three days' reign of mob rule and terror, 
28-30 March; the trouble originates in the maladministration of 
lustice, the particular case being the rendition by a junr of a 
rerdict of manslaughter against William Bemer in the face of 
ihe clearest evidence eonwting him of the brutal murder o^^ 
WHUam Kirk. The mob iOrst attack and fire the jafl, and t^^"^ 
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1884, biun and gut the CouiT-liQuse in spite of the presence and bul« 
lets of the niihtia; 43 are killed, and 130-wouiided. 

The steaiiisliip I^ear sails from the Brooklyn Navy-yard for 
the relief of the Greely Arctic Expedition, 24 April, and is 
followed by the Alert and the Thetis, 

Brig.-Gren. D. G. Swaim, Judge Advocate-General of the 
army, is charged with having attempted to defraud a baiik« 
ing firm in VVashington, and with failing to .report an army 
officer who had duplicated his pay account; a court of inquiry 
is ordered, 23 April, and it reports, 10 June, hi favor of a trial 
by court-martial; the trial open?, 10 Sep,, and the accused is 
sentenced to suspension from duty for twelve years on half 
pay. 

Charles O'Conor, the distinguished lawyer, dies at Nantucket, 
12 May, aged 80. 

The National Anti-Monoix)ly Convention is held at Chicago, 
14 May, and Gen. B. F. Butler receives the Presidential noiui- 
nation: he also receives the nomination in the National Green- 
back Convention, 28. , 

The month of May is one of the great financial sensations in 
New Vork. First comes the intelhgence of the failure of James 
K. Keene, who is said to have lost a fortune of $4,000,000: in 
the following week, the Marhie Bank, of which James D. Fish 
is president, fails with heavy liabilities; this causes the susiien- 
Bioii of the linn of Grant and Ward, in which Gen. Grant is 
supposed to be a silent i>ai'tner, almost immediately, with liabili- 
ties estimated at |8,000,000; and the Metropolitan Bank suc- 
cumbs, 14. The Grant and Wardfailme causes the most excite- 
ment as the astounding methods of Ferdinand Ward, the 
active member, come to light, and the connection uf James D. 
Fish witli tlie fini: is developed. Gen, Grant is induced to bor- 
row $150,000 of William H. Vanderbilt, for one day, but the 
money is received too late to save the banki'upt firm. The Gen, 
moitgages all liis property to Mr. Vanderbilt, and is saitl to 
have lost his entire savings. A relief fund is at once started for 
his benefit, Mr, Vanderbilt generously offering to cancel the 
General's indebtedness to him for Mrs. Gmiit's benefit, but the 
General and his wife decline. Fish and Ward are subsequent!/ 
anested, and locked up in Ludlow Street jail. 

The National ilepublic>an Convention is held at Chicago, con- 
vening 8 June; Gen. John B. Hendei-son, of Mo., is chosen 
permanent piesidont, Messrs. Joseph K. Hawley, Conn.; John 
A. Logan, III.; James G, Blaine, Ale.; President Arthur, N.Y.; 
John Sherman, Ohio; and George F. Edmunds, Vt., are pro- 
poaed as candidates for the Presidential nomination. The fourth 
and last ballot gives Blanie 641; Arthiir, 207; Edmunds, 41: 
Hawley, 15; Logan, 7; and Robert T. Lincoln, 2; Mr, Blaine's 
nomination is then made unanimous. Gen. John A. Logan 
receives the nomination for Vice-President. B. F. Jones, of 
* Penn., is elected chairman of the National Committee, and J, 
B* Chaffee, of Col, chairman of the Executive Committee. 
•i^ Tlie Arctic relief squadron , consisting of the Bear^ the TiietU, 
mud the Alert, which sailed from New York in May under com* 
^mu mmd of Commander W. S. Schloy. U. S. Nv, te reacuft Ws^ 
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A,W. Greely, U, S, A., and the niemberg of his scientific expe- 
dition to Lady Franklin Bay, lind Lieut. Greely, Serfft. Brain- 
ard, Sergeant Fredericks, Sergeant Long, HospitaT-Stewai'd 
Beiberbock, and Private Conncll alive near the mouth of Smith's 
Sound, 23 June; Sergt. Ellison is among the survivors, but he 
dies shortly after the rescue; all the rest of tlie party are dead, 
Tlie relief squadron readies Portsmouth harbor on the return, 1 
Aug,, where the Secretary of tlie Navy,witli several war-vessels, 
is in waiting to greet tlie survivors; a grand land demonstration 
in honor of the rescue takes plaw, 4; tlie bodies of the dead 
are brought to Governor's Island, NewYork,when, after affect- 
ing ceremonies, the relatives and friends take pos-session of 
them for burial. 

The National Democratic Convention is held at Chicago, 
opening 8 July; Hon. William F. Vilas, of Wis., is chosen 
permanent president, Messrs. Thomas F. Bayard, Thomas A. 
Hendricks, Allan G. Thurman, John G. Carlisle, Grover Cleve- 
land, Governor lloadley (OhioJ, and Samuel J, Randall are 
presented as candidates for the Presitlential nomination. On the 
fii*8t ballot Mr. Cleveland receives 892 votes ; Mr. Bayard 170; 
Mr. McDonald, 6C: Mr. llandall, 78: Mr. Tliurman, 88; Mr. 
Carlisle, 27; Mr, lloadley, 3; and Messrs, Hendricks, Tilden, 
and li, P. Flower, 1 each. On the fouith day, the second ballot 
gives Mr. Cleveland 683; Mr. Bayard, 81A; Mr. Hendricks, 46J; 
Mr, Thurman, 4; Mr, Kandall, 4; and Mr. McDonald, 2, wliere- 
upon the nomination of Gov. Cleveland is made unanimous. 
Hon. Thomas A. Hendiicks is elected candidate for the Vice- 
Presidency. Hon, William H. Banium, of Conn., is elected 
chairman of ttie National Committee, and U. S. Senator Gor- 
ham, of Md., chairman of the Executive Committee. 

A conference of the Independents is held in New York, 
under the presidency of Charles K. Codman, of Mass., 22 July, 
at which the declai^ition is made tliat the Independent Kepu**- 
licans will labor for tlie success of the Democratic nominee^. 

The I'rohibitionists hold then* National Convention in l^itts- 
burg, Penn,, 23-24 July, and nominate ex-Gov, Jolin P. St. 
John, of Kan., for President, and William Daniel, of Md., foi 
Vice-l*resident. ^ 

Tlie National Labor Party declare their intention of support- 
ing the Democratic nominees, 30 July. 

Tlie corner-stone of M. Bai*tholdi's statue of ** Liberty 
Enligliteninff the World," on BeUloe's Island, New York harbor, 
is laid with Slasonic ceremonies, 6 Aug, 

Messrs. Fisher and Mulligan publish the Blaine lettei*s, 16 
September. 

The prime Jileridiau Conference is opened in Wasiiington, 
D. C, 1 Oct. 

Judge Gresham, Secretaiy of tlie Treasiuy, resigns and is 
appointed Cucuit Judge for the Seventh U. S. Cucuit, 28 Oct.; 
ex-Secretiiry Hugh Mc Cullough succeeds hun in the Treasuiy 
Department. 

The l^i-efeidential election is held, 4 Nov., and results in th« 
lilection of Messrs. Cleveland and Hendricks. The Democratio 
^kissi receives 4,911,017 iM>|iiilar uA 911^ electoral vi^ies; 
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1884. Republican, 4,848,334 popular and 183 electoral; the Greenback 
and Anti-Monopoly (Butler), 133,825 popular; and the Prohibi- 
tion (St. John), 151,809 popular; the Democratic ticket has a 
plurality of 62,683 votes. 

A reciprocity treaty between the U, S. and Santo Domingo 
is signed at Washington, 4 Deo, 

The marble cap-stone, which completes the faraoufe Washing- 
ton Monument at the national capital, is set, 6 Dec. 

The third Koman Catholic Plenary Council of Baltimore,! 
which was opened 9 N<Jv., with Archbishop Gibbons as Apostolid 
Delegate and President, closes its sessions, 7 Dec. 

The New Orleans Exposition is formally opened, 16 Dec. 

The national expenses for the year are $254,228,263; the debt 
is $1,915,647,059: the import* *M:e $695,123,955: and the exports, 
$807,646,992. 

1885. Hon. Schuyler Colfax, ex-Vice-rPresident of the U. S , ditjs 

suddenly in the railroad depot at Mankato, Minn, 13 Jan., 
aged .61. 

A bill to place Gen. Grant on the retired list of the army is 
passed in the Senate, 14 Jan , but is lost in the House, 16 Feb.; 
^e House passes the bill, 4 March 

Lucille Yseult Dudley, an English woman, attempts to kill 
Jeremialj 0' Donovan Rossa, by shooting him in Chambers St. , 
New York, 2 Feb ; he recovers; she is tried for the assault and 
acquitted on the gi-ound of iiisf»nity, 30 June. 

The Washington Monument, Ut the national capital. Is dedi- 
cated, 21 Feb., the Hon. Robert C Winthrop delivering the 
chief oration. 

Hon. Grover Cleveland Is inaugiu^ted 32d President of the 
U. S., 4 March. The U. S. Senate meets In special executive 
session the same day. The President nominates his cabinet 
officers, 5, as follows: Secretary of State, Thomas P. Bay- 
ard, Del.; Secretaiy of the Treasury, Daniel Manning, N. Y,; 
Secretary of War, William C. Endicott, Mass.; Secretary of 
the Navy William C.Whitney, N.Y.; Secreta.ry of the Interior, 
li. Q, C. Lamar, Miss. : Attorney-General, A. H. Garland, Ark.j 
Postma ter-General, William F. Vilas, Wis,; the nominaticmg 
are confirmed, 6, ' 

The President withdraws the Nicaragua Canal and Spanish 
reciprocity treaties from the Senate for further consideration, 
13 March, He issues a proclamation, 13, warning all white set* 
tiers off the Oklahoma country, Indian Territory. 

The Senate approves the convention with Mexico for rectify- 
ing the boundary and for prolonging the term for i'a*^*fying thd 
treaty of commerce, 19 March. *• 

Secretary Whitney asks fqr an accountikff from John Roach, 
and institutes an invostigatldn, 20 March, of the Navy Depart- 
ment; tills action is followed by the suspension of Mr. Roach. 

The U. S. Supreme Court declares the constitutionality of the 
Edmund's anti-polygamy bill, 23 March, 

Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Salvador form an alliance to 
resist the President of Guatemala, who crosses the frontier of 
Salvador with 15,000 men, 28 March: the insurgents bom As* 
jxioHvil, 1 April, and U. S. troops and marines are lent thitber 
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ti) protect the comtiiiiuications between Aspinwall and Colon, 9. 
The Central American Republics concUide peace, 16. A treaty 
between tiie U. S. and the Government of Colombo for the joint 
preservation of order on the Isthmus is concluded, 3 May, Gen, 
Frcstan is executed for the burning of Aspinwall, 25 Aug, 

James D, Fish, president of the suspended Marine l^aiik, of 
New Yoik, and secretly connected with the fu'm of Grant and 
Wi,rd, is found guilty on charges of misappropriation of funds, 
11 April, and is sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment, at hard 
labor, at Sing Sin^, N. Y., 27 June. 

Anthony M. Keiley, of Va., is appointed U. S. Minister to 
Italy, 30 April, The Italian Government expresses its unwil- 
lingness to receive him, whereupon the President appoints him 
Minister to Austria; that Government also declines to receive 
him, upon which the nomination is withdrawn and the mission 
left vacant. 

Ferdinand Ward is indicted for his notorious actions as 
active member of the suspended lirm of Grant and Ward, 4 
June; he pleads not guilty, 6; is tried, convicted, and sen- 
tenced to 10 years' imprisonment at hard labor, at Sing Sing, 
N. Y., 1 Nov. 

A diplomatic understanding is effected between the U. S. 
State Department and the Bntish Minister at Wasliington for 
the extension of the privileges secured by the fishery clause of 
the treaty of Washington thi*oug)iout the season now opened^ 
official notice of which is ffiven, 25 June. 
• Gen. U. S. Grant, ex-President of the U. S., dies at Mt. 
McGregor, N.Y., S3 July., aged 63. He had been suffering 
Bcveral months with a cancer on the tongue, and his removal 
from his New York residence to Mt. McGregor was for the pur- 
pose of enabling him to recuperate sufficiently from the shock 
of the disastrous failure of Grant and Ward and the loss of his 
own fortune to complete the personal naiTative of his military 
career, which he designed for the support of his family. The 
remains are taken from Mt. McGregor, 4 Aug., and lie in state 
in the City Hall, New York, 6; Gen, W. S. Hancock is placed 
in commatid of the funeral ceremoniesj which take place, 8, 
the remains being deposited in a temporary tomb erected on a 
site in Riverside Park, selected by the family and presented by 
the city of New York. ( '' ' 

An attack is made upon the Chinese at Rock Springs, W^yo 
mlng Territoiy, 2 Sep., when a mob massacres 50 of them, and 
forces othei*s to flee for their lives; further assavilts are made 
upon them both at Rock Springs and Seattle, Washington 
TeiTitoiy, 8; the representatives of the Chinese Government 
at Washington demand that the ring-leadei-s be punished; 
6 Chinamen ' si'e murdered in Idaho, 31, and a second outbreak 
occurs in Washington Territory, 29; the Grand Juiy of Rock 
Springs fail to find indictments against the pei-petmtors of the 
murdei*s, 7 Oct.; the President issues a proclamation against 
Chinese outrages on the Pacific coast, 7 Nov.; the Seattle Gitind 
Jury indict 13 persons for anti-Chinese disturbances, 12. 

William Page, the well-known aitlst. dies 9X TottenviUe. ]l» 
Y*. 1 Oct, aged 74. 
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1885. Flood Rock, near Hallett's Point, East River, New York, is 
successfully blown up by Gen. John Newton, U. S. A., 10 Oct. 
r Gren. George B. McClellan, formerly Commander-in-Chief of 
the armies of the U. S. and latterly Governor of New Jer- 
sey, dies suddenly at liis residence on the Orange Mountains, 29 
Oct., aged 58. 

Galveston, Texas, has a $2,500,000 conflagi-ationj^^^? N^v. 

Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks, Vice-President of the U. S., 
dies at Indianapolis, Ind., 25 Nov., aged 66. 

Tlie firet session of the 49th Congress is opened, 7 Dec; Hon. 
John Shennan, of Ohio, is elected president pro tern of the 
Senate, and Hon. John G. Carlisle, of Ky., speaker of the 
House. 

William H. Vanderbilt, favorite son of the Commodore, dies 
suddenly at his New York residence, 8 Dec, aged 64; he leaves 
a fortune estimated at $200,000,000. 

Senator Hoar's Presidential Succession Bill is passed by the 
Senate, 17 Dec. 

Congress votes a pension of $5,000 per annum to the widow 
of ex-President Grant, 18 Dec 

Prof. John C. Draper, of New York, dies, 20 Dec, aged 50. 

The national expenses for the year are $255,859,012; tLe debt 
is $1,907,540,580; the impoils are $620,719, 173; and the exports, 
$784,400,414. 
1386 Senator Hoar's Presidential Succession Bill is passed in the House 
by a vote of 183 to 77, 15 Jan., and is approved by the Presi- 
dent, 19. 

The NewYork Stats Senate appoints a committee, 26 Jan., t(> 
investigate the methods by which Jacob Sharp and othei*& 
obtained consent of the Board of Aldermen of New York City 
to the constiniction of the Broadway Surface Railroad; the com- 
mittee engage Hon, Roscoe Conkling as chief counsel, and enter 
upon tlie investigation promptly. It is learned, 19 Feb., that 
10,000 shares of tlie Broadway and Seventh Ave. Railroad Co.'s 
stock have been sold by the directors to a Philadelphia syndi- 
cate; on the following day an injunction ifi ser\'ed upon the 
directors to prevent the transfer. A resolution is introduced into 
* the Assembly, 23, asking the Attorney-Generjil to take steps to 
have the charter of the Co. annulled. A witness before tlie 
Senate Committee, 27, testifies that Jacob Sharp has boasted 
that he hiis ** fixed "the Aldermen, and the sum of $400,000 is 
mentioned as the price. Judge Gildersleeve charges the now 
Grand Jury strongly on the subject of bribery, 2 Alarch. The 
Senate Committee make a preliminary report, 9, charging cor- 
ruption and bribery against the promoters of the road. Four 
bills are immediately introduced to anni^ ^he charter, Henry 
W, Jaehne, Vice-President of the Common" tJouncil, is arrested 
on a bench warrant, 18, for having confessed to Police Inspec- 
tor Byrnes that he had received $20,000 for voting for Jacob 
Sharp's Broadway surface road on 30 Aug., 18B4; he is 
indicted, placed on trial, 10 May, convicted, 15, and sentenced, 
, 20, to imprisonment for 9 years and 10 months at hard labor at 
• Sing Sing, Ex- Alderman Charles B. Waite is taken before the 
__ J>tetrict- Attorney, 1 April, and after a secret interview, Williaia 
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1886 • P. Kii'k, president of the Council when the franchise was voted, 
and James Pearson, an Alderman, are arrested and indicted 
for bribery. William H, Miller is arrested in Florida, and 
James A. liiclimond, and Messre. Michael Duffy, A. J, Mc- 
Quade, K, A, FuUgraff, Louis Wendel, Thomas Cleary, Thomas 
^ >,olieils, Patrick Farley, H, L. Sayles, ^ohn O'Neii, and Francis 
McCabc, of the Board of 1884, are arrested, 13, and Charles H. 
Keilly, 14; all are indicted for bribery and required to furnish 
$25,000 bail. Under the direction of the Attorney-General, 
John J. O'Brien is appointed receiver of the road, 17 May, 

Tlie House i)asses a bill to increase the pensions of widows 
and dei>en(lent survivors of Union soldiers from $8 to $12 per 
month, 1 Feb. 

Gen Winfield Scott Hancock, U. S. A. commanding the 
Military Dc[)artment of the Atlantic, and one of the most strik- 
ing figures in the civil war on the Union side, dies on Govern- 
or's island. New York, 9 Feb., aged 62. 

Hon. Horatio Seymour, ex-Governor of New York, dies at 
Utica, 12 Feb , aged 75. 

A growing discontent among the horse-car drivera and con- 
ductors in New York is develoi)ed early in P^eb.; the men on 
the Foui th Avenue line stiike against a new time and pay 
schedule, 17, and secure their demands in a few hours; tlie 
Eighth and Ninth Avenue lines are tied up by order of the 
Empire Protective Association, 18. A more general strike occura 
4 March, and several roads determine to run the cars at all haz- 
ards, and a few are run with great difficulty under police pro- 
tection; on the following day ail the surface roads are tied up. 
State liailioad Commissioner O'Donnell effects an understand- 
ing between the comi)anie8 and their employes, but it proves 
merely temporary; by the middle of April, the strike so extends 
tliat only two lines are running. Tiie most determined stand is 
against the Tliird Avenue line, which discharges all its striking 
employes, hires new ones, and runs its cars witli two police 
officers on each, to the close of the strike. 

John B. Gough, tlie famous temperance orator, dies at Frank- 
fort, Penn., wliile on a lecturing tour, 17 Feb., aged 68 

The U. S. Senate passes a bill appropriating $25,000 for a 
monument to ex-President Grant, to be erected in Washington, 
28 Feb. 

President Cleveland sends a message to the Senate, 1 March, 
forcibly stating his views as to tlie right of that body to demand 
from the Executive tlie various papers considered by him 
in connecti^i with removals from office, claiming that all such 
information^is of a strictly confidential character, to be used 
only for the benefit of the country as an aid to the Executive in 
discharging his duty in the matter of appointments and removals. 
The Senate, under the lead of Senator Edmunds, decides by a 
majority of 1, that it has the right to call for all such docu- 
ments. 

The President sends a message to Congress, 2 March, con- 
cerning the outrages committed upon the Chinese at Kock 
Springs, Wyoming Territory, fitting, as his opinion, that U^ 
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1886. U, S. is not liable either by treaty or international law for the 
loss of life and property, at the same time suggesting that it 
would be in harmony with the common sentiment of humanity 
for Congress to indemnify the sufferers. 

The U. S. Senate passes the Blair Educational BiU, which 
provides for an appropriation of $79,000,000 to be distrit>4»d 
among the States on the basis of the illiteracy of persons over 
10 years of age, except in the cases of the white and colored 
schools, where it is to be distributed on the basis of illiterate 
persons of school age, 5 March. 

A general order is issued, taking effect 6 March, directing the 
Knights of Labor to boycott the Gould Railroad System in the 
southwest; as a result fatal conflicts between the striking rail- 
road men, on the one side, and county officials and State militia, 
on tlie other, occur at Fort Worth, Texas, 1 April, and East St. 
Louis, 9. Boycotting is resorted to very generally throughout 
the U. S. during March and April, the Kmghts of Labor order- 
ing the majority of workingmen to «trike for increased wages, 
shorter hours, or both. 

The Cunard steamship Oregon^ with 846 persons on board, is 
run into and sunk by a heavily loaded three-masted schooner, 
supposed to be the Charles H. Mor»ej of Philadelphia, off the 
Long Island coast, 14 March; the strange craft sinks almost 
immediately after the collision; all the passengers, the crew, 
and some of the mail of the Oregon are transferred without 
accident to the steamship Fulda, and sent to New York. 

The U. S. Senate passes a bill for the admission of Washing- 
ton Territory as a State, 10 April, 

John H. Noyes, founder of the Oneida Community, dies at 
Niagara Falls, 13 April, aged 74. 

An eight-hour demonstration is made by 40,000 workingmen 
in Chicago, 1 May; this is followed by a general strike, every 
railroad being crippled and hundreds of manufactories closed j 
the anarchists parade the streets with red flags, indulge in 
incendiary language, and, precipitating a riot, explode a dyna* 
mite bomb, with fatal effects, in the midst of the police. The 
mob is repressed, 15, and a number of tlie most violent anarch- 
ists are arrested and charged with the murder of the police 
offlcere, and with inciting to riot. . 

Hon. Grover Cleveland, President of the U. S., is married to 
Miss Fraukie Folsom, by the Rev. Dr. Byron G. Sunderland, in 
the Executive Mansioi^ Washington, D. C, 2 June. 

Most Rev. James Gibbons, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Baltimore and Primate of the Church in thfl U. S., is created a 
Cardinal in the consistory of 17 June, and is solemnly invested 
with the berretta in his Cathedral, 30. 

Albany celebrates the bicentenary of its incorporation as a city 
with imposing ceremonies (16-23 July). 

Samuel J. Tilden, ex-Governor of New York, and Demo- 
cratic candidate for President in 1876, dies at Grey stone, his 
country geat on the Hudson, n^ar Youkers, N. Y** 4 August. 
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1886. The amount paid by the U. S. Government for pensions 

during the year endmg 30 June is 163,797,831, to 865,788 
pensioners. 

The Ist session of the 49tli Congress adjourns (5 Aug.)» hav- 
ing passed 987 bills and joint resolutions, and voted 
$264,783,579 for appropriations. President Cleveland has 
^^u^ vetoed 115 bills, 102 being for private pensions and 6 for 
"^ public buildings. 

Eight of the Chicago anarchists are found guilty of murder 
(20 Aug.); 7 are sentenced to be hanged, and one to be 
imprisoned for life. 

A hurricane in Texas kills 38 persons (20 Aug.). 

A U. S. citizen named Cutting, having been arrested in 
Mexico and convicted and sentenced for violating a Mexican 
statute for the punishment of any foreigner who, in a foreign 
country, coqimits a crime against a Mexican citizen. Secretary 
of State Bayard notifies the Mexican Government that the 
application of such a law to a U. S. citizen will not be tol- 
erated ; and he demands Cutting's release. The Mexican 
Government, without withdrawing its claim to try a U. S. 
citizen for an offence committed in the U. S. against a Mex- 
ican citizen, releases Cutting (23 Aug.), as having been 
already sufficiently punished by his imprisonment. The inter- 
national question is thus left unsettled. 

An earthquake shock is felt throughout a large part of the 
U. S.,- east of the Mississippi (about 10 P.M., 31 Aug.). It is 
particularly severe at Charleston, S. C, where many build- 
ings are destroyed and 61 pei*sons are killed. Other shocks 
take place durmg Sep. ana Oct. ; a large part of the city is 
destroyed, millions ot damage being done, and thousands of 
people rendered homelesis. Subscriptions for their relief are 
taken up all through the U. S. 

Geronimo and a number of Apaches surrender (4 Sep.) to 
Gen. Miles, on Skeleton Canyon, Arizona, and are imprisoned 
at Fort Marion, St. Augustine, Fla. 

State elections give : in Arkansas (6 Sep.), 20,000 De'ra. 
majority : in Vermont (7 Sep.), 18,000 Rep. majority ; and in 
Maine (13 Sep ), 13,000 Rep. plurahty. 

In an international contest at New York and Sandy Hook, 
for the America's cup, the Boston sloop Mayflower defeats 
the British cutter Oalatea in two consecutive races (7, 11 Sep.). 

A collision on the N. Y., Chicago, and St. Louis R. R., 80 
miles west of Buffalo, N. Y., kills 23 persons (14 ^p.). 

John Esten Cooke, author, dies at "The Briars," near 
Boyce, Va. (27 Sep.). • 

A great gale in the Gulf of Mexico causes inundations, and 
Sabine Ijiss, Texas, and Johnson's Bayou, La., are destroyed 
by the wiiters, 247 lives being lost (12 Oct,). 

"Jake" Sharp, James W. Foshay, James A. Richmond, 
and Thomas B. Kerr, of N. Y. City, are arrested (19 Oct.) 
on a charge of bribery in connection with the Broadway 
franchise, N. Y. City. 

Bartholdi's statue of *' Liberty Enlightening the World," 
on Bedloe's Island, N. Y. Harbor, is formally unveiled with 
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1886. imposing ceremonies, including a grand naval parade and a 
procession on land (38 Oct.). 

Elections are held (2 Nov.) in all States except Maine, Ver- 
mont, and Oregon. The result is that the 50th Congress will 
probably stand: Democrats, 167; Republicans, 154; Labor, 
8; in place of Democrats, 184; Republicans 141, as rr. ^b^^ 
present (49th) Congress. An exciting election in N. Y. ^IJ^'V 
for mayor results as follows : Hewitt (Tammany and Coun i 
Democracy), 90,552 ; George (Labor and Irving Hall Demo- 
crat), 68,110; Roosevelt (Republican), 60,435; Wardwell 
(Prohibition), 582. 

The circulation of the N. Y, World (3 Nov.) is 267,020 copies 
of 12 pages each, weighing 47,0()9 lbs. The Sunday edition, 
12 Sep., is 255,100 copies, weighing 84,580 lbs. ; the edition 
for 12 Dec. weighed 94,222 lbs. ; that for 19 Dec, 107,876 lbs. 
These figures surpass anything in the Wstory of journalism. 

Arthur J. McQuade, ex-aldei-man of N. Y. City, is tried for 
bribery in connection with the Broadway franchise (15-24 
Nov.) ; the jury disagree. A second trial is had (27 Nov.- 
15 Dec), and he is found guilty, and is sentenced (20 Dec) to 
seven years in the State prison and to pay a fine of $5000. 

Chester Allan Arthur, Ex-President of the U. S., dies 
at N. Y. City (18 Nov.), aged 56. 

Gen. John Alex. Logan, G. A. R., senator from Illinois, 
dies at Washington, D. C. (26 Dec), aged 60. . 

1887. The official count on the Minnesota State ticket for Governor 
pjires (3 Jaa): A. R. Gill (Rep.), 107.084; A. A. Ames(Dem.), 
104,464; T. E. Childs, (Proh.), 18,966. 

Bishop Horatio Potter dies in New York (3 Jan.), aged 84. 
Edward Livingston Youmans, editor of the Popular Science 
Monthly, dies in New York, (18 Jan ), aged 65. 

Senator Edmunds lays his report on the Canadian Fisheries 
Question before the Senate (19 Jan.\ and introduces a Retalia- 
tion Bill. 

John O'Neil, ex- Alderman of New York, is tried for 
brib3ry in connection with the Broadway franchise, found 
guilty (I Feb.), and sentenced (11 Feb.) to 4 J years' imprison 
ment in Sing Sing, and to a fine of $2,000. 

A terrible railway accident occurs on the Vermont Centra. 
Railroad near White River Junction (5 Feb.), 85 being killed 
and 35 injured. 

Boycotting is declared illegal in two cases: one in the 
United States Circuit Court in New York City; the other in 
the Supreme Court of Connecticut (Feb.) 

The 49th Congress adjourns (4 Mar.), having passed the 
Inter State Commerce Bill (21 Jan.); the Canadian Retaliation 
Non intercourse Bill; the Trade-Dollar mil (19 Feb.); and 
the Anti-Polygamy Bill (Feb.), all of which become law. 

John Cleary, ex- Alderman of New York, is tried (1-23 Mar.) 
for bribery in connection with the Broadway franchise; the 
jurjr disagree (23 Mar), and Cleary is released on bail. 

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher dies in Brooklyn (8 Mar.), 
of apoplexy, aged 73. 



History of the United States* 275 

John G. Saxe, one of our most popular poets, dies (17 April). 

International Sunday School IFnion holds its Fifth Con- 
vention in Chicago (1, 2, and 3 June). 

General rejoicings (21 June) amongst English residents of all 
the chief cities of America on account of the jubilee of Queen 
Victoria. 

Terrible railroad disaster at Chatsworth, 111. (11 Aug.). An 
excursion train bound for the falls of Niagara is wrecked by 
running over a burning trestle. Not less than 130 lives were 
lost. 

The international yacht race (28 Sept.) results in an easy vic- 
tory for the American center-board sloop. Volunteer, over the 
Scotch cutter, Thistle. 

President Cleveland and Mrs. Cleveland make a three weeks* 
tour of the Western and Southern States (1-22 Oct.) visiting St. 
Louis, Chicago, Madison, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Sioux City, 
Omaha, Kansas City, Memphis, Nashville, Montgomery and 
Asheville, N. C. 

The Eli Bates Lincoln Monument is unveiled in Lincoln Park, 
Chicago (22 Oct). 

The Hon. Elihu B. Washburne, eight years United States 
Minister at the Court of France, dies (22 Oct ) at Chicago. 

Louis Lingg, one of the condemned anarchists, who was 
proved to be the manufacturer of the bombs, commits suicide ' 
(9 Nov.). 

Gov. Oglesby commutes the sentences of Samuel Fielden and 
Michel Schwab to imprisonment for life in the state prison at 
Joliet (10 Nov ). 

August Spies, Adolph Fischer, A. R. Parsons and George 
Engel, condemned anarchists, are hanged (11 Nov.) in Cook 
County Jail, Chicago. 

The immense menagerie of P. T. Barnum burns in its winter 
quarters (20 Nov.) loss $500,000. 

The poet Whittier celebrates (17 Dec.) his 80th birthday.'' 

Ex-Secretary Manning dies (27 Dec.) in New York. 

A. Bronson Alcott dies in Boston, (4 Mar.) aged 89. Louisa 
M. Alcott, his daughter, dies (6 Mar.). 

German Americans mourn the death (9 Mar.) of William I., 
Emperor of Germany. 

Terrific snow-storm and blizzard in New York (11-12-13 Mar.). 
Business suspended; many lives lost. 



